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THEBAIDOS 

LIBER V 


Pulsa sitis fluvio, populataque gurgitis altum' 
agmina linquebant ripas amnemque minorem ; 
acrior et campum sonipes rapit et pedes an'a 
implet ovans, rediere viris animique minaeque 
votaquc, sangulneis mixtum ceu ibntibus ignem £ 
hausissent belli magiiasque in proelia mentes. 
dispositi in turmas rursus legemque seven 
ordinis, ut cuique ante locus ductorque, monentur 
instaurare vias. tcllus iam pulvere primo 
crescit, et armorum transmittunt fulgura silvae. 10 
qualia trans pontum Pliariis deprensa serenis 


jam Borean imbresque pati, iara nare solutis 15 

amnibus et nudo iuvat aestivare sub Haemo. 

Hie rursus simiU proceruni vallante corona 
dux Talaionides, antiqua ut forte sub omo 

* altum P ; alvum w (Z) alveiim tcriitfn offr). 

* quo J'bllmtr ; ciim Pw. 


• i.f., cranes, <•/. Virp. ^rn. x. 26 1. 

• The epithet is taken from a town named raraelonlam, 
on the Libyan coast west of the Delta. 



THEBAID 

BOOK V 

TiiEin thirst was quenched by the river, and the 
army having ravaged the water’s depths was leaving 
the banks and the diminished stream ; more briskly 
now the galloping steed scotirs the plain, and the 
infantry swarm exultant over the fields, inspired 
once more by courage and hope and warlike temper, 
as though from the blood-stained springs they had 
drunk the fire of battle and high resolution for the 
fray. Marshalled again in squadrons and the stem 
discipline of rank, tlicy are bidden renew the march, 
eacli in his former place and under tlic same leader 
as before. Already the first dust is rising from the 
earth, and arms arc flashing tlirougli the trees. Just 
so do flocks of screaming binh,® caught by the 
Phari.nn simimcr, wing tlicir way across the sea 
from Paractoni.in ^ Nile, whither the fierce winter 
drove them ; they fly, a sliadow upon the sea and 
land, and their cry follows them, filling tlie patlilc^s 
heaven. Soon will it l»e their <Ielight to breast the 
north wiiul .and the rain, so<»n to swim on the melted 
rivers, .null to ^jvend the summer (i.ivs on naketl 
Haemus. 

Then the son of Tal.aus, nnced n>und once more 
by a b.and of chieftain jveers, a> he stiwKi by cliance 

3 



STATJUS 


stnbnt ot ndrnoll nSxiK PoUTiicis In Iinslnn^ : 

“nt tnmcn,oqiiaccninqiicc5’'flU,**cul— plorl.i tftnU— 
vcnimus Innuincrnc falo* <k*bcrc cobnrics, Cl 

qncm non ipse dctim sntor nspemetur Iionorcm, 

(lie npc, qunndo tnJs ntacrcs abslstimiis nndis, 
qtiac (lonuis nut tcllus, nnlmani qiilhus Itnuscrls nstris ? 
(lie, (pjis ct illc ]jntcr ? ticque entm tibi numlna loupe, 
transierit fortuna licet, nialorquc per ora CO 

sanguis, ct ndflicto spiral rc(crcntin vultu.” 

Ingemit, ct jiaulum flctu cunctata modcsto 
Lemnias orsa refert : “ immania vtilncra, rector, 
integrarc lubes, Furias ct Lemnon ct artis 30 

nrmn inscrla toris dcbellatosque pudendo 
ense marcs ; rodlt cccc jiefas ct fngida cord! 
Kumcnis. o mlscrac, quibus hie furor ndditus! onox! 
o pater 1 ilia ego nnm, pudeat nc forte henignae 
hospitis, ilia, duces, raptum quae sola parentem 35 
occului. quid longa malls exordia nccto ? 
et VOS arma vocant xnagnique in corde parattis.^ 
hoc raemorasse sat est : claro generata Thoante 
servitium Hypsipyle vestri fero capta Lycurgi.” 

Advertere animos, maiorque et honora \ideri 40 
parque operi tanto ; cunctis tunc noscere casus 
ortus amor, pater ante alios hortatur Adrastus : 

1 fato us. at Peterhouse^ Camb, : fatum Pw. 


“ If “ fatum ” of most wss. Is kept our lives,” then 
” honorem,” etc., must be In a kind of apposition to the 
preceding sentence, e.ff., “ to owe our lives, an honour 
which . . In any case “venimus debere ” is doubtful 
Latin, and the line lias been variously emended. 

• i.e., where were you born ? 

4 



THEBAID, V. 19-12 


beneath an aged ash-tree, and leaned on Polynices' 
spear liard by him, thus spoke : " Nay, tell us, thou, 
svhoc'cr thou art, to whom — such is tliy glory — fate® 
has brought our couiUless cohorts owing tliee such 
higli lionour ns the Sire of the gods Iiimself would 
not despise — tell us, now that we arc departing in 
all speed from thy waters, what is thy home or 
native land, from what stars didst thou draw thy 
life ? And who m as that sire thou spakest of ? For 
heaven is not far to seek in tliy descent, though 
fortune may have been traitorous ; a nobler birth is 
in thy looks, and even in aflliction tliy countenance 
breathes majesty." 

The Lemnian sighed, and, stayed by shamefast 
tears awhile, then makes reply : " Deep are the 
wounds, O prince, thou biddest me revive, the tale 
of Lemnos and its Furies and of murder done even 
in the bed’s embrace, and of the sliameful sword 
whereby our manhood perished ; ah ! the wicked- 
ness comes back upon me, the freezing Horror grips 
my heart ! Ah ! miserable they, upon whom this 
frenzy came ! alas, that night ! alas, my father ! for 
I am she — lest haply ye feel shame for your kindly 
host — I am she, O chieftains, M’ho alone did steal 
away and hide her father. But why do I weave 
the long prelude to my woes ? Moreover battle 
summons you and your hearts’ high enterprise. 
Thus much doth it suffice to tell : I am Hypsipyle, 
born of renowmed Thoas, and captive thrall to your 
Lycurgus." 

Close heed they gave her then, and nobler she 
seemed and worthy of honour, and equal to sucli a 
deed ; then all craved to learn her story, and father 
Adrastus foremost urged her: "Ay, verily, Mliile 
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“ immo age, dum primi longe dnmus agmina vulgi— 
ncc facilis Nemee latns cvolvcrc vires, 
quippe obtenta comis et ineluctabilis umbra — 45 

pande nefas Inudcsquc tuns gemitusque tiiorum, 
unde hos advenias regno deiecta laborcs.” 

1 Dulce loqui miseris veteresque rcducere questus. 
incipit : “ Aegaeo premitur circumflua Nereo 
Lemnos, ubi ignifera fessus respirat ab Aetna 50 
Mulciber ; ingenti tellurem proximus umbra 
vestit Athos neraorumque obscurat imagine pontum ; 
Thraces arant contra, Thracum fatalia nobis 
litora, et inde nefas. florebat div'es alumnis 
terra, nec ilia Samo fama Delove sonanti 55 

peior et innumeris quas spumifer adsilit Aegon, 
dis visum turbare domes, nec pcctora culpa 
nostra vacant : nullos Veneri sacranmus ignis, 
nulla deae sedes ; movet ct caelestia quondam 
corda dolor lentoque inrepunt agmine Poenae. CO 
ilia Paphon vetcrem centumque altaria linquens 
nee vultu nec crine prior solvisse iugalcm 
ceston et Idalias prociil ablegasse volucres 
fertur. erant certe, media quae noctis in umbra 
divam alios ignes maioraque tela gerentem C5 

Tartareas inter tbalamis volitasse sorores 
vulgarent, utque implicitis arcana domorum 
anguibus et saeva formidine nupta rcplesset' 
limina nec fidi populum miscrata mariti 

* nupta rej*lcs5et /' s cuncta replevit w. 


• Some explain “wilJi orncles,”biit the more likely mean- 
liiff is “with Oasliinp waves,’* as in the next line. 

• i.t., (he Aefftan Sea. 

• lit., “ not as she previously was In respect of “ C /4 

xl. 459, *‘ non habitu, quo nota prius, non ore sereno." 
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we set in long array tlie columns of our van — nor 
does Nemea readily allow a broad host to draw 
clear, so closely hemmed is she by woodland and 
entangling shade — tell us of the crime, and of thy 
praiseworthy deed and the sufferings of thy people, 
and how cast out from thy realm thou art come to 
this toil of thine." 

Pleasant is it to the unhappy to speak, and to 
recall the sorrows of old time. Thus she begins : 
“Set amid the encircling tides of Aegean Nercus 
lies Lemnos, where Mulciberdraws brcatli again from 
his labours in fiery Aetna ; Athos hard by clothes the 
land vith his mighty shadow, and darkens the sea 
with the image of his forests ; opposite the Thracians 
plough, the Tfiracians, from whose shores came our 
sin and doom. Ricli and populous was our land, no less 
renowned tlian Samos or echoing ® Delos or tlic otlier 
countless isles against which Aegon *’ dashes in foam. 
It was the will of the gods to confound our homes, 
but our own hearts arc not free from guilt ; no 
sacred fires did wc kindle to Venus, tlie goddess h.sd 
no shrine. Even celestial minds are moved at last 
to resentment, and slow but sure the Avenging 
Powers creep on. She, leaving ancient Paphos .ami 
her hundred shrines, with altered looks and tre‘=ses/ 
loo-«cd, so lliev sav, her 1o\c*aUuring girdle and 
banished her id.iliau do\cs afar. Some, 'tis certain, 
of the women told it abroad that the gmldt-'s, 
armed with other torclics nml deadlier weapons, 
had flitted througlv tlie marriage chambers in the 
li.irknessof imdmght witli tlie sisterlifKxI of Tartarus 
al)out iur, and luiw sfie hntl fillrtl r\»T\ 'icnt 
place with twuiim; serjienls and our bruljl 
olds witli dire terror, pitying not the people of her 
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prolinn^ n I.c«»rm tciirrl Aniorcn, 7C 

mutus Hynu n vcr;acqm* fare*; rt fri^Mila 
ctirn (ori I nulinc redriint l« pntulia tioctc^i, 
duDuv in nnijilfvu 5<»|»or o*.t, Od/.i a*.prm «hique 
ct I'liror ct media reculmt DNcordta Icofo. 
cum \irN tJunUlos ndtersaThraens in ora 75 

cruere ct saevam hcllando franpere pentem. 
cuinque donnis conlra stantesque in litorc nati, 
dulcius Kdonns* Inemcs Arctonque prcincntcm 
cxcipcrc, nut tandem tacila po<Jt proelin nocte 
fractoruin subitns torrentum nuclire ruinas. SO 

iliac nutem tristes — nnm me tunc libera curls 
virginitas annique tcpimt — stib nocte dicque 
ndsiduis aeprae in Jacriinis solantia miscent 
conloquia, nut saevam spcctant trans aequora Tlirncen. 

Sol operum medius summo librnbat Olympo 85 
lucentes, ceu staret, cquos ; quatcr axe screno 
intonuit, quatcr antra dci fumantis nnhelos 
exseruere apices, ventisque absentibus Aegon 
niotus et ingenti percussit litora ponto : 
cum subito horrendas ae\'i matura Polyxo 00 

tollitur in furias tbalamisque insiicta reliclis 
evolat. insano veluti Tcumesia thyias 
rapta deo, cum sacra %'ocant Idaenque suadet 
buxus et a summis auditus montibus £uhnn : 
sic erecta genas aciemque offusa- trementi 95 

sanguine desertam rabidis clamoribus urbem 
exagitat, clausasque domes et limina pulsans 

* Edonas Sertntis, SchoL on Lvean, edd. : edonias Pu, 

* ofTusa Jjarth, IMnsiws : effusa Pta. 

® i.e., Vulcan, who dwelt in Lemnos. 

* i.e., Theban, from Teumesus, o mountain of Boeotia. 


THEBAID. V. 70-07 

faithful pponsc^ Slra»;jhtway fled ^’C from Lemnos, 
ye tender Loves : Hymen fell mute and turned 
nis torcli to earth ; chill neglect came o'er the 
l.wful couch, no nightly return of joy >vas there, 
no slumber in the beloved embrace, everywhere 
reigned bitter Hatred and Erenzy and I^iscord 
sundering the partners of the bed. For the men were 
bent on overthrowing the boastful Thracians across 
the strait, and warring down the savage tribe. And 
in despite of home and their cliildren standing on 
the sliore, sweeter it was to them to bear Edonian 
winters and the brunt of the cold North, or, when at 
Inst still night followed a day of battle, to hear the 
sudden outburst of the craslnng mountain torrent. 
But the women — for I at that time was sheltered by 
care-free maidenhood and tender years — sad and sick 
at heart sought tearful solace in converse day and 
night, or gazed out across the sea to cruel Thrace. 

“The sun in the midst of his labours xvns poising Ids 
shining chariot on Olympus’ height, as though at 
halt ; four times came thunder from a serene sky, 
four times did the smoky caverns of the god® open 
their panting summits, and Aegon, though the winds 
were hushed, was stirred and flung a mighty sea 
against the shores ; when suddenly the crone Polyxo 
is caught up in a dire frenzy, and deserting un- 
wontedly her chamber flies abroad. Like a Teumc- 
sian Thyiad rapt to madness by the god, when tlje 
sacred rites are calling and the boxwood pipe of Ida ® 
stirs her blood, and the voice of Euhan is heard upon 
the high lulls ; even so with head erect and quivering 
bloodshot eyes she ranges up and do>vn the lonely 
city uildly clamouring, and beating at closed doors 
* The Phrygian mountain, tihere Cjbele was >\orshijipe<l. 
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concilium vocat ; infelix comitatus eunti 
liacrebant nati. ntquc iliac non scgnius omnes 
enimpunt tectis, summasquc ad Pallados nrccs iOi 
impetus ; hue propere stipamur ct ordine nullo 
congestae ; strict© mox ense silentia iussit 
hortatrix sceJerum et medio sic ausa profari : 

' rem summam insUnctu superum mcritique doloris, 
o viduae — firmate animos ct pelUte sexum ! — 105 

Lemniades, sancire par© ; si taedet inanes 
aeternum servare domes turpemque iuventae 
flore situm et longis steriles in luctibus annos, 
inveni, promitto, viam — ncc numina desunt — 

■qua renovanda Venus : modo par insumite robur 110 

luctibus, atque adeo primum ?ioc milii noscere detur. 

tertia canet hiemps ; cui conubialia \incla 

aut tlialami secrctus honos ? cui coniugc pectus 

intepuit ? cuius vidit Lucina labores, 

dicite, vel iustos cuius pulsantia menses 115 

vota tument ? qua pace feras voluoresque iugari 

mos datus. heu segues ! potuitne ultricia GraiuS 

virginibus dare tela pater lactusque dolorum 

sanguine secures iuvenum perfunderc somnos : 

at nos volgus iners ? quodsi propioribus actis 120 

est opus, ecce animos doccat Rhodopeia coniunx, 

ulta manu thalamos pariterque cpulata marito. 

nec VOS immunis scelcrum securave cogo : 

plena mihi domus atque ingens, cn cernite, sudor. 

• Danaiis, e/. iv. 133 n. 

* Procnc, Mife of Tercus, fcinff of Titrace ; she sHht fore 
him the flesh of his son Itys. Uhoclope, a mounlain in 
Thrace. 

10 



THEBAID, V. 08-124 

and thresholds summons us to council ; her children 
clinging to her bear her woeful company. No less 
eagerly do all the women burst from their houses 
and rush to the citadel of Pallas on the hill-top : 
hither in feverish haste we press and crowd dis- 
orderly. Then with drawn sword she commands 
silence, and prompting us to crime dares thus to speak 
among us : ' Inspired by heaven and our just anger, 

0 widowed Lemnians — steel now your courage and 
banish thought of sex ! — I make bold to justify a 
desperate deed. If ye arc wear}* of watching homes 
for ever desolate, of watching your beauty’s flower 
blight and wither in long barren years of weeping, 

1 have found a way, I promise you — and the Powers 
are with us ! — a way to renew the charm of Love ; 
only take courage equal to your griefs, yea, and of 
that assure me first. Three winters now have 
whitened — which of us has known tlte bonds of wed- 
lock, or the secret honours of the marriage chamber f 
^Vhose bosom has glow cd with conjugal love ? 

has Lucina beheld in travail ? Whose ripening hope 
throbs in the womb as the due montlis draw on ? 
^ et such permission is granted to beasts and birds 
to unite after their manner. Alas ! sluggards that 
We are ! could a Grecian ’^irc “ give avenging \\ capons 
to his daughters, .and with trc.achcrous joy drench in 
hlood the bridegroom’s careless slumber? .And arc 
"c then to be but a spiritless mob ? Or if ye nould 
have deeds nearer liotnc, lo! let the T/jmeian «jfe* 
te.ach us courage, «ho with her own hand n\engetl 
her union and set the feast before her ‘•pouse. Nor 
do I urge you on, guiltless invself or without care : full 
U my own house, and huge — av, look * — the struggle. 

* points to her four cliJiren, »l»o*a it U t.arO to sliy. 
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qunltuor lios unn, dcctis ct ^olnc^^l pntris, 123 

in ^cniio, licet amplcxu lacritnisquc rnorcntur, 
trnnsatligani fcrro snnicnujtic ct mlnera fratruni 
mi«;ccbo patrcniquc simtil ‘spiratitibus atlclam. 
ccqua tot In cacclcs animum proniittit ? ’ 

Agebat 

plnribus ; ndvcrso nitucrunt vela profiinilo : 130 

Lcmnia clas^is crat. rapuit gavisa Polyxo 
fortunam atqiic Itcrat: ‘ superisne vocantibus ultro 
desumus ? cccc rates ! dcus bos, dens ultor in iras 
adportat coeptisque favet. nee imago quietis 
vana mcae : nudo stabat Venus ense, videri 133 
clnra milu somnosque super “ quid perditis aevum ? ” 
inquit '* age aversis thalamos pnrgate maritis. 
ipsa faces alias melioraquc foedera iungam." 
dixit, et hoc ferrum stratis, hoc, credite, ferrum 
imposuit. quinomiscrae,dumtempus ogP rem, 140 
consulite J en validis spumant eversa lacertis 
aequora, Bistonides veniunt fortasse maritae.’ 
hinc stimuli ingentes, magnusque advolvitur astris 
clamor. Amazonio Scythiam fervere tumultu 
lunatumque putes agmen descendcre, ubi anna 145 
indulget pater et saevi movet ostia Belli, 
nec varius fremor aut studia in contraria rapti 
dissensus, ut plebe solet : furor omnibus idem, 
idem animus solarc domos iuvenumque senumque 

' agi Ileinslus : agit Pa, prob. from Aen. v. 638. 
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TIIKBAID, V 125-140 

Bcljolcl these four together, tlic pride and comfort 
of their sire ; tliough they sliould stay me Avitl» 
embraces and tears, even here in my bosom I will 
pierce them with the sword, and unite tlie brothers 
in one heap of wounds and blood, and set their 
father’s corpse on their yet breathing bodies ! Who of 
you can promise me a spirit for slaughter so great ? ’ 
‘Yet more was she urging,whenyonder out at sea 
white sails shone — the Lemnian fleet ! Exultant, 
Eolyxo seizes the moment’s chance and cries again ; 

The gods themselves invite us — do we fail them ? 
Sec, there are the ships t Heaven, avenging heaven, 
brings them to meet our wrath, and favours our 
resolve. Not vain was the vision of my sleep : 
with naked sword Venus stood over me as I slumbered, 
plain to my sight, and cried: "Why do ye waste 
your lives ? Go, purge your chambers of the 
husbands W’ho have lost their love ! I myself will 
light you other torches and join you in worthier 
unions.’’ She spoke, and laid this sword, this very 
sword, believe it, on my couch. Take heed then, 
unhappy ones, whilst there is time to act. Lo ! the 
waters churn and foam beneath the strong arms 
of the rowers — pci'chancc Thracian brides come with 
them ! ’ At this all arc wrought to highest pitch, 
and a loud clamour rolls upward to the skies. One 
Would think it was Scythia swarming with tumultuous 
bands of Amazons, trooping to the fight with crescent 
bucklers, when the Vather gives rein to armed 
Conflict and flings wide the gates of savage War. 
Their uproar held no varying voices, nor did dissension 
cleave into opposing factions, as is the wont of a 
crowd ; one frenzy, one purpose inspires all alike, 
to lay desolate our homes, to break life's thread for 

IS 
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praecipitarc colos plcnJsquc adfrangcrc parvos 150 
ubcribus fcrroqiic omncs exire per annos. 
tunc viridi luco^ — lucus iiiga ccisa Mincrvae 
propter opacat humum niger ipse, sed insuper ingens 
mons premit et gemina pcreunt caligne soles — 
hie sanxere fidem, tu Martia testis Enyo 155 

atque inferna Ceres, Stj'giaeque Aclieronte recluso 
ante preces venere deae ; sed fallit ubique 
mixta Venus, Venus arma tenet, Venus admovet iras. 
nee de more cruor : natum Charopeia coniunx 
obtulit, accingunt sese et mirantia ferro ICO 

pcctora congestisque avidae simul undigue dextris 
perfringunt, ac dulce nefas in sanguine vivo 
coniurant, matremquc recens drcumvolat umbra, 
talia cementi milii quantus in ossibus horror, 
quisve per ora color ! qualis cum cerva cruentis 1C5 
circumventa lupis, nullum cui pectore molli 
robur et in volucri tenuis fiducia cursu, 
praecipitat suspensa fugam, iamiamgue teneri 
credit et elusos audit concurrere morsus. 

Illi aderant, primis iamque offendere carinae 170 
litoribus, certant saltu eontingere terram 
praecipites. raiser/, quos non aut hon-i<la rJrtzis 
Marte sub Odrj’sio, aut medii inclementia ponti 
liauscrit ! alta etiam superum delubra vaporant 
promissasque trahunt pccudes : nigeronmibus aris 176 
igni'!, ct in nullis spirat deus integer extis. 

* viritlj lucoPs vlridii late u. 


14 



THEBAID, V. 150-17G 


young and old, to crush babes against the teeming 
breasts, and with tlie sword to make havoc througli 
everj’ age. Then in a green grove — a grove that 
darkens the ground hard by the lofty hill of Minerva, 
black itself, but above it the mountain looms huge, 
and the sunlight perishes in a twofold night — they 
pledged tlieir solemn word, and thou wast witness, 
Martian Fan'o, and thou, Ceres of the undenvorld,® 
and the Stygian goddesses, unclosing Acheron, came 
in anticipation of their prayers ; but unseen among 
them everywhere was Vcmis, Venus armed, Venus 
kindling urath. Unwonted was the blood, for the 
■"ife of Charops made offering of lier son, and they 
girded themselves, and at once all greedily stretclicd 
forth their right liands and mangled with the sword 
his marvelling breast, and made common oath in 
impious joy upon tlic living blood, while tljc new 
ghost hovers about his mother. ^Vllat horror struck 
my limbs when I behold so dire a sight ! What colour 
came upon my cheeks * As when a deer is surrounded 
by savage wolves, and no strength is left in her tender 
breast and scantv confidence in speed of foot, she 
darts away in fearful flight, and each moment believes 
that she is taken, and hears behind her the snap of 
baffled jaws. 

“ They were come, and already the keels grated on 
the edge of the strand, and they leap ashore in 
emulous haste. Unhappy they, M'hom their stark 
valour ’ncath Odrysian Mars* destroyed not, nor 
the rage of the intervening sea ! And now they 
fill with smoke of incense the high shrines of the 
gods, and dmg their promised victims ; but murky 
is the fire on every altar, and in no entrails brcatlies 

" *.e., I’roicriiuie. * u» Thracian v\urfartr. 

15 



STATIUS 


tardiiis umenti noctcm dcicdt Olympo 
luppiter et versum miti* rcor, aetJjcra cura 
sustinuit, dum fata vetat, ncc long^ius umquam 
cessavere novae pcrfccto sole tenebrae. 
sera tamen mwndo vcncrunt astra, sed illis 
ct Paros ct ncmqrosa Tliasos crebraeque relucent 
Cyclades ; una gravi pcm'tus latet obruta caelo 
Lemnos, in lianc tristes nebulae, etplagacaecasiipeme 
texitur, una vagis Lemnos non agnita nautis. 185 
jam doniibus fusi et nemorum per opaca sacrorum 
ditibus indulgent epulis vacuantque profundo 
aurumimmanemerOjdtimquaeperStrymonapugnae, 

quis Rhodope geb'dove labor sudatus in Haemo, 
enumerare vacat. necnon.manusimpia, nuptae 100 
serta inter festasque dapes quo maxima cuitu 
quaeque iacent ; dederat mites Cytherea suprema 
nocte \iros longoquc bre^'em post tempore pocem 
nequiquara et miseros perituro adflaverat igni. 
conticuere chori, dapibus ludoqoe hcenti 105 

fit modus et primae decrescunt murmura noctls, 
cum consanguinei mixtus caligine Leti 
rore madens Stygio morituram amplectitur urbem 
Somnus et implacido* fundit grnvia otia cornu 
secernitque dros. vigilant nuptneque nurusque 200 
in scehis, ntque hilarcs acuunt fera tela Sorores. 
invascre ncfas, cuncto sua regnat Erinys 

t. c - *1-.*— - T,er agros 


• The pod shows Ins wJH fa thr jet /iMnp ('"spfrat”) 
entrails just a* hr speaks fa tliccry of birds; |o he lavour- 
flble the entrails mast be jK-rfect (“mteper”!. and every 
slight imperfection was given some meaning by the “hanis- 
piees/' 
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the god unimpaired.® Slowly did Jupiter bring down 
the night from moist Olympus, and with kindh*^ 
care held back, I ween, the turning sky, and stayed 
the fates, nor ever, the sun’s course finislicd, did the 
neAv shadows longer delay their coming. Yet at 
last the late stars shone in heaven, but their liglit 
fell on Paros and woody Thasos and the myriad 
Cyclades ; Lemnos alone lies under a hea\y sky's 
thick pall of darkness, gloomy fogs descend upon it 
and above is a woven belt of night, alone is Lemnos 
unmarked of wandering mariners. And now, stream- 
ing forth from their homes and tlirough the shade of 
*^acrcd groves, they sate thcm<ielvcs in sumptuous 
feasting and drain vast golden goblets of the l>rimin{ng 
wine, and tcU at their leisure of battles on the Stry* 
jnon, of sweat of war on llbodope or froren Ilaemus. 
^ay more, their wives, unnatural eon'orts, reditu* 
among the garlands and by the festal tables, endt 
in her dioiccst raiment ; on that last night CytluTca 
had made tlieir husbands gr.acious toward tluun, 
and given a brief moment of >am bibs after ‘^o tong 
a time, and breatbed into the dvwmicil ones a pa^-ion 
'•oon to perish. 

“ I lie duiirs fell ‘•ilciit, a tenn is «;ct to Intiqin tieg 
and ntnonnts sport, ami as ntcht deejx iis tin- n-i '(-> 
die away, wlicn isleej*. s|,r«nnle«l in tlir t-' 

hrcitlu-j- Dentil and ilnppmg with MsgiAO <?>«, 
•‘Cfoliis the dtKum-d citv, and from hi' rrlrri’h-^ 
horn p<nirs Imaw tln*wsc, ami marl.' o it t’l*' i .r»' 
'W\ev .ajui dsuelit^rs are awaVe for fivird'-r. «' 1 

J'*,' or.'lx do the Jsj't c p, I'r r-s'.'Jrvr-’*’* 

1 ht > J,, lB,,rrid Vt»*v. I'l t' l’'r X'’ • ^ r ■■ '• 

h'f 1 ur\ r« nru' Ni*t other«5*c » ’i .'t‘ •••. j' 

*•*■* r'itth -nmni'idexl l»\ 1 
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pHm:i fnnicf?, n\i()iqtic implornnt ubcrn nati. 
quo*; tIbJ nnin, (liil)itny 5CcU*nnn dc mille figun's 
cxpcdinin Kfvnnini tcincraria Gorge 

ennetum rami*! nltnqiic in mole Inpclum 
cfHantcm 'omno cro'^centin vinn superstans 
viilncra disircta rhnatur \*cstc, sed ilium -1® 

itifelix sopor ndmotn sub niortc refugit. 
turbldus inccrtumquc oculis vigllantibus bostem 
occupat nmplexu, nee segnius ilia tenentis 
pone ndigit costas, donee sua pectora ferro 
tangerct. is demum scelcri modus ; ora supinat 215 
blandus adliue oculisque tremens ct munnurc Gorgen 
quaerit et indigno non solvit* braccliia collo. 
non ego nunc volgi quamqiiam crudelia pandam 
funera, sed propria luctus dc stirpe recorder : 
quod to, flave Cydon, quod te per colla refusis 220 
intactum, Crenaee, comis, quibus ubera mecum 
obliquumque a patre genus, fortemque, timebam 
quem desponsa, Cyan vidi lapsare cruentae 
^mlnere Myrmidones, quodque inter serta torosque 
barbara ludentem fodiebat Epopea mater. 225 

flet super aequae\*um soror exnrmata Lycaste 
Cydimon, heu similes perituro in corpora ^mltus 
aspiciens floremque genae et quas finxerat auro 
ipsa comas, cum saeva parens iam coniuge fuso 
adstitit impellitque minis atque ingerit* ensem. 230 
ut fera, quae rabiem placido desueta magistro 

* Other edd. read (nam dubUo) . . , casus ? 

* non sohil/*‘i»5 solvit sua zV, 

* ingcrit P (irt marffiii) s inserit PtJ. 


18 


I'or similar scenes see x. 273 $q. 
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hunger drives fortli at sunrise and greedy cubs 
implore for tbcir udders’ milk. Of a thousand 
shapes of guilt I hesitate what to tell thee that 
befell.® Bold Gorge stands over chaplet-crowned 
i^lymus, who on high-piled cushions pants out in 
us sleep the rising fumes of wine, and probes in 
ms disordered garments for a vital blow, but his 
ul-omened slumber flees from him at the near 
approach of deatln Confused and half-awake he 
seizes his foe in his embrace, and she, as he holds 
^^’^^'Shtway stabs through his side from behind, 
touches her own breast. There at 
AM] ^ , crime had ending : his head falls back, but 
stul with quivering eyes and murmur of endearing 
J'ords he seeks for Gorge, nor looses his arms from 
^*^"’orthy neck. I will not now tell of the 
slaughter of the multitude, cruel as it was, but I 
IV the woes of my own family ; how I beheld 

thee, fair-haired Cydon, and thee, Crenaeus, witli 
^hy unshorn locks streaming o’er thy shoulders — 
foster-brothers these, bom of anotlier sire — 
and brave Gyas, my bctrotlicd, of whom I stood in 
\f?’ fallen beneath the blow of bloodthirsty 
Jrmidone; and how liis savage mother pierced 
‘popeus as he played among the garlands and the 
couches. Lycaste, her weapon flung away, is 
'ceping over Cydimus, her brother of equal years, 
Razing alas ! upon his doomed body, his f.ice so like 
'er own, the bloom upon his checks and that Iiair 
''ch she herself had decked in gold, when her 
niotiicr, her spouse already slain, stands over 
and threatening drives her to the deed, and 
Wusts the sword upon her. Like a wild beast, 

'Jit under a soothing master has unlearnt its madness 

19 
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tardius arma movct stimiillsrjuc ct verbere crebro 
in mores ncgat ire suos, sic ilia iacenti 
incidit undantemqiie s>inu conlapsa cruorem 
excipit et laceros premit in nova vulnera crines. 235 
ut vero Alcimeden ctiamnum in murmure truncos 
ferre patris vultus et egentem sanguinis ensem 
conspexi, riguere comae atque in vascera saevus 
horror iit : meus ille Thoas, mea dira videri 
dextramilii! exteiuplo thalamis turbatapaternis 210 
inferor. ille quidem dudum — ^quis magna tuenti 
somnus ? — agit versans secum, etsi lata reeessit 
urbe domus, quinam strepitus, quae murmura noctis, 
cur fremibunda quies ? trepido scelus ordine pando, 
quis dolor, unde animi : ‘vis nulla arcerefurentes; 245 
liac sequere, o mlserande ; premunt aderuntque jno- 
ranti, 

et mecum fortasse cades/ his motus et artus 
erexit stratis. ferimur per devia vastae 
urbis et ingentem noctumae caedis acervum 
passim, ut quosque sacris crudelis vespera lucis 250 
straverat, occulta speculamur nube latentes. 
hie impressa toris ora exstaatesque reclusis 
pectoribus capulos magnarum et fragmina trunca 
bastarum et f^erro Inccras per corpora vesles, 
crateras pronos cpulasquc in caede ratantes 255 
cemere erat, iugulisque modo torrentis apertis 
sanguine permixto redeuntem in pocula Bacchum. 
liic iuvenum manus et nullis ^iolabilis armis 
£0 
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nnd is slow to make nttaclc, nml in spite of go.ndings 
and many a blow refuses to assume its native temper, 
so she falls upon lum ns he lies, and sinking down 
gathers the welling blood in her bosom, and stnunebes 
the fresh wounds with her torn tresses. But wlicn 
I beheld Alcimede carry her father’s head still 
murmuring and his bloodless sword, my hair stood 
erect and fierce shuddering horror swept tlirough 
my fr.amc *, that was my Tlioas, methought, and 
that my own dread hand ! Straightway in agony 
I rush to m}’ father’s chamber. He indeed long 
while had pondered — what sleep for him whose 
charge is great ? — althotigh our spacious home lay 
apart from tlic city, what was the uproar, what the 
noises of the night, why the hours of rest w’ere 
clamorous, I tell a confused story of the crime, 
what was tlieir grievance, whence their passionate 
MTath. ‘ No force can stop their frenzy j follow 
this way, unhappy one ; they arc pursuing, and will 
be on us if we linger, and perchance W'C shall fall 
together.’ Alarmed by my words he sprang up 
from the couch. We hurry through devious paths 
of the vast city, and, shrouded in a covering of mist, 

everywh r._ 

wheresoj ■ ' ■ • *' 

darkness nad Jaid them Jow'- faeic i.uuiu uuu oi,u 
faces pressed down upon the couchess, and sword- 
hilts projecting from breasts laid open, broken 
fragments of great spears and bodies with raiment 
gashed and torn, mixing-bowis upset and banquets 
floating in gore, and mingled wine and blood stream- 
ing back like a torrent to the goblets from gaping 
throats. Here are a band of youths, and there old 
men whom no violence should profane, and children 
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ttirbrt scnc5, pn<;[tiqiic patnini super or.i gementum 
scmfnccos purri trephl/is In Ifnnnc vitnc 
singultant nuirnns, gclida non snevjus Ossa 
I iixurlnnt LApitliaruiii cpulac, Si qiianclo proAindo 
Ntibigonac cnhicrc incro ; vix primus nb ira 
pallor, ct impulsis surgimt nd proclin mensis. 

Tune primum scse trcpidis sub noctc Tli^oncus 2(35 
detexit, unto porlans extrema Tlioanli 
subsidia, ct intiUa subitiis cum luce refulsit. 
adgnovi : non file quidem lurgcntia sertis 
tempora nee flav.a crincm dcslrinxcrat uv’a : 
nubihis indignumquc oculls liquentibus imbrem 270 
adloquitur : “ dtim fata dabant tibi, natc, potentero 
Lemnon et externfs ctiam ser^'are timendam 
gentibus, baud umquam iusto mea euro Inbori 
destitit ; abscidenint tristes crudeba Parcae 
stamina, nee dictis, supplex quae plurima fudi 275 
ante lovem frustra, lacrimisque overtere luctus 
contigit 5 infandum natae concessit bonorem. 
adcelerate fugam, tuque, o mea digna propago, 
hac rege, pattern, gcmini qua braccJiia muri 

litus eunt : ilia, qua rcrc* silentia, porta 280 

stat funesta Venus ferroque accincta furentes 
adiuvat — unde manus, unde haec Mavortia divae 
pectora ? — : tu Into pattern committe profundo. 
succedam curis.*’ ita fatus in aera rursus 
solvitur et nostrum, visus arcentibus umbris, 2S5 
mitis iter longae claravit limitc flammae. 

> rcre P s rara w. 

“ The Centaurs ; the epithet Is sometimes explained by 
rejrartlinj? them as a personification of mountain-torrents ; 
cf. Thfh. i. SG5. 
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In1f.«lnin fltin,': nVr ihr frtrc« nf their moanlnp 
pirrnt* nnd thrir IremMing soul«{ on 

tile tlirr»}iol(l <»f lifr. No ficrrrr .ire the l).'\nqt>ct- 
rc\rllin|r«‘ of llir I.njnthnc on frnren 0<<a. when the 
chnuMutm nnrv* pmw Itui with wine df’cp-drninctl ; 
Fearer has wTntli’f fir^t pallor weired them, when 
overthfowinp (firir tables !l:cy start tjp to the nlTray. 

•‘llirn first 'rhyoncus* !»encntl» niglit’s cover 
rcxcnlfd iiimvrlf l<» ns in our distre‘‘S, succouring In's 
foil llioav in his hour of need, nnd slionc in a sudden 
hlarc nf liglil. I knew him : yet lie had bound no 
cliaplcts round his swelling temples, nor yellow 
grapes ahnul his hair: hut a cloud was upon him, 
and his eyes streamed angry min ns he addressed 
t ‘ Wliilc llic fates grantctl tlicc, my son, to 
heep Lemnos mighty and feared still by foreign 
peoples, never failed I to aid thy righteous labours ; 
the stern I’nrcac have cut short tlic relentless threads, 
nor have my prayers and tears, poured forth in vain 
supplication before Jove, availed to turn away this 
n’OG ; to his daughter Iiatli he granted honour 
juispeakable.® Hasten ye then your flight, and thou, 

0 maiden, wortli}* offspring of my race, guide thy sire 
this way where the wall’s twin arms approach the 
sea ; at yonder gate, w'licrc thou thinkest all is quiet, 
Stands Venus in fell mood and aids the furious ones ; 

• ^vhcnce hath the goddess this violence, this lieart 
of Mars ? Trust thou tliy father to the broad deep : 

1 ■"•ill take thy cares upon me.’ So speaking he 
faded into air again, and since the shadows barred 
our vision lit up our road with a long stream of fire, 

*’ bacchus. 

. * i.e., to Venus, to whom he has granted the awful privi- 
of destroying the Lcmnians. 
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qun Oata ^cqtior ; <lfin cun'o roborc clausum 

clis jjclag^j ^’cnti«q^»r rl C*»cJaf]a<; Ar^'aconi 
atiiplexo cninnichdo |iatrcin, ticc flctibus umquam 
fit* nuxliK nltcrnt<5, nl iniii dirnittnt Koo 200 

Lucifer nstra polo, tunc ilcnnun litorc rauco 
niulla metu rcpulnns ct vix confisa Lynco 
(lUidor, ip*!a /jradu nitentc, sed anxia retro 
pectora, nee rcquics, quin ct surgentia caelo 
flamina ct c cunctis pro'-pcclcni colllbus undas. 295 
exoritur pudibunda dies, caelumque retexens 
aversum Lcintjo ittbar ct tlccliiiia Titan 
opposita iuga nubc refert. patucre furores 
nocturni, lucisque novae fomildine cunctis, 
quamquam inter similes, subitus^ pudor ; impia terrae 
infodiunt scelera aut festmis ignibus urunt. SOI 
iam manus Eumenidum captnsque refugerat arces 
exsaturata Venus ; licuit sentire, quid nusae, 
ct turbare comas et Jumina tingere Betu. 
insula dives agris opibusque armisque virisque, 805 
nota situ et Getico nuper ditata triumpho, 
non maris incursu, non hoste, ncc acthere laevo 
perdidit una omnes orbata excisaque fundo® 
indigenas : non arva viri, non aequora vertunt, 
conticuere domus, cruor altus et oblita crasso 310 
cuncta rubent tabo, magnacque in moenfbus urbis 
nos tantum et saeW spirant per culmina manes, 
ipsa quoque arcanis tecti in penetralibus alto 
molior igne p^Tam, sccptnim super armaque patris 
inicio et notas regura velamina %'estes, 315 

• fit s sit Gronovius. 

‘ euhitus Penthy s habitwi Put. 

* funds Btntley {from a us .) : mundo Pu. 

2 !- 
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In Vlrt'llv tTjfcv.-.t, I !li<' «ipnn1 

fttif'ri fTi\ «iTr, I.Mlrlrn in n 

ftjnjTi;: l*f ;*ri>s. v» Jli'* *<■■=' ilir wjihIa 

ftn«l A» ''n "1<n |)< M. l!i<- Ttrl^ilr in ln« rnjl*r.irr ; 
tior »r I vr ftTix Imiil t«» »»«r mnttjil cri^'f, rrr ll nnl 
that r- tlir frnn> llir 

ffl'lrrtJ Jxilr. *nif)j A*. Isx*. I IrA\r tljr «OtJfuHnp 
»biirf, in Itrcw^lin;; fmr nn*1 »r.-<rrr Inivlinp Lynciis* 
"‘•nl, tr*olijtr' In »tr|» |»tit f.n'tinfT nn\lnu^ tlmtiplit*? 
brliintl tnr ; nnr fr»t I Init must fnln vnlrh from 
c'rn- liilJ ilir Itrcf rr-* n'tnjT in hrn^rn nnd ihr ocenn 
l)■,^ ri'<' ‘lininrfn^l, nnd 'ritnn opening 
licaxn !o \jr\\ inniv o'id** Ids from Lemnos 

ntid liiilfs Ills n\rrtrd clinrlot llu* b.nrrier of 

rloutl. Niplil’h frmrU-d deed** lay ninnife‘*t, ntui 
all tin* iKn\ lorrofN of tin* day hroiiplit Midden 
Rimnie, tfuni^rli nil had ‘‘hare therein ; they l)ury In 
the earth their impious crimes or Imrn with Imrricd 
nrcs. And now the I'liry haml nnd ^'cmls sated to 
the full had tlctl the stricken city ; no\\ could the 
"omen know >vhnl tlicy had dared, now rend tlieir 
hair and hedew their eyes with tears. Tliis island, 
hlest in lands and wealth, in arms nnd heroes, 
famed for its site and enrichctl of late by a Getic 
triumpli, has lost, not hy oiislauoht of the sea or of 
the foe or by .stroke of heaven, all her folk together, 
hereft and ravaged to the uttermost. No men are 
left to plough the fields or cleave the waves, silent 
the homes, swimming deep in blood and stained 
ted with clotted gore : wc alone remain in that 
great city, we and the ghosts tfiat fiercely hiss about 
our rooftops. I, too, in the inner courtyard of my 
house build high a flaming pde and cast thereon my 
father’s sceptre and arms and well-known royal 
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vox mcclin ilc piippe venit, mnrm Ips.! cnrhjnc 
ncccdunt. post nossc datum cst : Ocngrius illic 
ncclinis malo mcdils intcrsonnt Orpheus 
remigns tflntosquc lubel ncscirc Inborcs. 3^5 

illis in Scythicum Dorenn iter ornque prim! 

Cynneis nrtata maris. nos Tlirncift visu 
helJa ratae vario tecta incursarc tumuitu, 
densarum pecudum aut fugientum more volucrum. 
lieu ubi hunc furiac ? portus amplexaque litus 350 
moenia, qua longe pclago dcspectus aperto, 
scandimus et celsas turres ; hue saxa sudesque 
armaque maesta virum atque infectos caedibus enses 
subveetant trepidae ; quin et squalentia texta 
thoracum et voltu galeas intrare soluto 355 

non pudet ;.audaces rubuit mirata catervas 
Pallas, et averso risit Gradlvus in Haemo. 
tunc primum ex animis praeceps amentia cessit, 
nec ratis ilia salo, sed dh'um sera per aequor 
iustitia et poenae scelerum adventare videntur. 360 
iamque aberant terris, quantum Cortynia currunt 
spicula, caeruleo gravidam cum luppiter imbri 
ipsa super nubem ratis armamenta Pelasgae 
sistit agens ; inde horror aquis, et raptus ab omni 
sole dies miscet tenebras, qiiis protinus unda 365 
concolor ; obnixi lacerant cava nubiJa venti 
diripiuntque fretum, nigris redit umida tellus 
verticibus, totumque notis certantibus^ aequor 
pendet et arquato iamiam prope sitlera dorso 
frangitur, incertae nec iam prior impetus alno, • 370 
* certantibus P t portanlibus «, v. I. 293. 

' Cretan, i-e-, arrows, for which Crete was famous. 

* This phrase can be explained by Inversion, “ all the 
sunlight taken from the day,” or by translating ” dies ” as 
•‘.light *’ (e/. 421), with hypallagc of “ oaioi.” 

28 
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Pljocbiis, nnd the seas themselves drew nigh the 
ship. Thereafter did we learn *twas Orplieus, son 
of Ocagrus, who leaning against tlie mast sang thus 
amid the rowers and bade them know such toils no 
more. Towards Scythian Boreas were they voyaging 
and the mouth of the iinattempted sea that the 
Cyanean rocks hold fast. We at the sight of them 
deemed them Thracian foes, and ran to our homes 
in wild confusion like crowding cattle or fluttering 
birds. Alas ! where now is our frenzied rage ? 
We man the harbour and the shore-embracing 
walls, which give a far view over the open sea, and 
the lofty towers ; Inthcr in excited haste they bring 
stones and stakes and the arms that mourn their lords, 
and swords stained with slaughter ; nay, it shames 
them not to don stiff woven corselets and to fit 
helms about their wanton faces ; Pallas blushed and 
niarvelled at their bold array, and Gradivus laughed 
on the far slopes of Haemus. Then first did our 
headlong madness leave our minds, nor seemed it a 
mere ship on the salt sea, but the gods’ late-coming 
justice and vengeance for our crimes that drew nigh 
o’er the deep. And already were they distant from 
the land the range of a Gortynian® shaft, wlien 
Jupiter brought a cloud laden with dark rain and 
set it over the very rigging of the Pelasgian ship ; 
then the waters shudder, all its light is stolen from 
the sun and the gloom thickens, and the wave 
straightway takes the colour of the gloom ; warring 
winds tear the hollow clouds and rend the deep, 
the wet sand surges up in the black eddies, and the 
whole sea hangs poised between the conflict of the 
winds, and with arching ridge now all but touching 
the stars falls shattered ; nor has* the bewildered 

29 
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sed labat exstantcm rostris modo gurgite in imo, 
nunc caelo Tritona ferens. nec robora prosunt 
semideiim heroum, puppemque insana flagellat 
arbor et instabili procumbens pondere curvas ' 
raptat aquas, remique cadunt in pectus inanes. 376 
nos quoque per rupes murorumque aggere ab omni, 
dum labor ille viris fretaque indignantur et austros, 
desuper inyalidis Huitantia tela lacertis — 
quid non ausa manus ? — Telamona et Pelea contra 
spargimus, et nostro petitur Tirynthius arcu. 380 
illi — quippe simul bello pelagoque laborant — 
pars clipeis munire ratem, pars aequora fundo 
egerere ; ast alii pugnant, sed inertia motu 
corpora, suspensacquc carent conamine vires, 
instamus iactu telorum, ct ferrea nimbis 385 

certat hiemps, vastaequc sudes /ractique mblares 
spiculaque et niulta crinltum missile ilamma 
nunc pelago, nunc puppe cadunt, dot operta fragorem 
pinus, et abiunctis regemunt tabulata cavernis. 
tabs Hyperborea viridis nive verberat agros 390 
luppiter ; obruitur campls genus omne ferarum, 
deprensaeque cadunt volucres, et messis nmaro 
strata gelu, fragor indc iugis, inde nmnibus irae. 
ut vero elisit nubes love tortus ob alto 
ignis et ingentes patuerc in luimfne nautae, 395 
deriguere nnimi, manibusque Iiorrore renussis 
anna alicna cadunt, rediil In peetora sexus. 

• i'or tlm niranlnjc of ** tlaO'ctlo ’* tf. Iii. 30, x. IC9. 

* to that they act as a sort of bulwark, 

SO 
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i vessel its former motion, but pitclics to nnd fro, vith 
the Triton on its bows now projecting from the 
waters’ depths, now borne aloft in air. Nor aught 
avails the might of the heroes half-divine, but the 
demented mast makes the vessel rock and sway,® 
and falling forward with overbalancing weight smites 
upon the arching waves, and the oars drop fruitlessly 
on the rowers’ chests. We, too, from rocks and 
every walled rampart, M'hilc they thus toil nnd rage 
against the seas and the southern blasts, with weak 
arms shower down w.avcring missiles — what deed 
did we not dare ? — on Telamon and Peleus, and 
even on the Tirynthian we bend our bow. But 
they, hard pressed both by storm and foe, fortify, 
some of them, the ship with shields,** others bale 
water from the hold ; others fight, but the motion 
makes their bodies helpless, and there is no force 
behind their reeling blows. We hurl our darts more 
fiercely, and the iron rain vies with the tempest, and 
enormous stakes and fragments of millstones and 
javelins and missiles trailing tresses of flame fall now 
into the sea, now on the vessel : the decking of the 
bark resounds and the beams groan as the gaping 
holes are torn. Even so does Jupiter lash the green 
fields wth Hyperborean snow ; beasts of all kinds 
perish on the plains, and birds are overtaken and 
fall dead, and the harvest is blasted with untimely 
frost ; then is there thundering on the heights, 
and fury in the rivers. But when from on high 
Jove flung his brand M'ith shock of cloud on cloud, 
ond the flash revealed the mariners’ mighty forms, 
our hearts were frozen fast, our arms dropped 
shuddering and let fall the unnatural weapons, and 
our true sex once more held sway. We behold the 
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ccrnimtis AcncWns rnurisquc immnnc minantcm 
Ancneum ct longa pcllentcm cuspi’dc rupcs 
Ip)iiton ; nttonito mnnlfcstiis in flgminc supra est 400 

Ampliitrj'oniadcs puppcmquc nltcmus utrimque 
ingravat ct mcdlas ardct dcsccndcrc in undas. 
at levis ct miscrac nondum mihi notus lason 
transtra per ct remos impressaque terga \*irorum 
nunc magnum Oeniden, nunc ille Itortatibus Idan 405 
ct Talaum et cana rorantem aspargine ponti 
Tyndariden iterans gclidiquc in nubc parentis 
vela laboranlem' Calain subnectere malo 
vocc manuque rogat ; quatmnt impulsibus illi 
nunc freta, nunc muros, sed nec spumantia cedunt 410 
aequora, et incussae redeunt a turribus hastae. 
ipse graves fluctus clavumque audire negantem 
lassat agens Tiphys palletque et plurima mutat 
imperia ac laevas dextrasque obtorquet in undas 
prorara navifragis avidam concurrere saxis, 416 
donee ab extremae cuneo ratis Aesone natus 
Palladios oleae, Mopsi gestamina, ramos 
extulit et socium turba prohibente poposcit 
foedera } praecipites vocem involvere procellae. 
tunc modus armorum, pariterque exhausta quierunt 
flamina, confusoque dies respexit Olympo. 421 

quinquaginta illi, trabibus de more revinctis, 
eminus abrupto quationt nova litora saltu, 
magnorum decora alta patrum, iam fronte sereni 
noscendiquehabitu.postquamtumor^iraquecessit 425 

* laborantem : laboranti Bentley. 

* tumor Bentley : timer Pw. 


■ i.e.. Castor or PoHux. • i.e., Boreas. 

♦ ApparentJj* a reminiscence of Aen. vf. Init, 
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sons of Acacus, and Ancacus threatening mightily 
our walls, and Iphilus vilh long spear warding off 
the rocks ; clear to view among the desperate band 
the son of Ampliitryon outtops them all, and 
alternately' on either hand weighs down the ship 
and bums to leap into the midst of the waves. But 
Jason — not yet did I know' him to my cost — leaping 
nimbly over benches and oars and treading the bacl^ 
of heroes, calls now on great Oenides, now on Idas 
and Talaus, now on the son of Tyndareus® dripping 
with the white spume of the sea, and Calais striving 
aloft in the clouds of his frosty sire ^ to fasten the 
sails to the mast, and with voice and gesture again 
and again encourages them. With vigorous strokes 
they lash the sea and shake the w'alls, but none the 
niore do the foaming waters yield, and the flung 
spears rebound from our towers. Tiphys himself 
wearies by his labours the hea\y billows and the 
tiller that will not hear him, and pale with anxiety 
oft changes his commands, and turns right- and 
leftward from the land the prow that would fain 
dash itself to ship>vrcck on the rocks, until from the 
vessel’s tapering bows the son of Aeson holds forth 
the olive-branch of Pallas that Mopsus bore, and 
though the tumult of liis comrades would prevent 
him, asks for peace ; Ins words were swept away 
hy the headlong gale. Then came there a truce to 
arms, and the tempest likewse sank to rest, and day 
looked forth once more from the turbid heaven. 
Then those fifty heroes, their vessels duly moored,® 
as they leap from the sheer height shake the stranger 
shores, tall comely sons of glorious sires, serene of 
brow and known by their bearing, now that the 
swelling rage has lef’t their countenances. Even so 
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vultibus. arcana sic fama erumpere porta 
caelicolas, si quando domos litusquc rubentum 
Aethiopum et mensas amor est intrare^ minores ; 
dant Fluvii Montesquc locum, turn Terra superbit 
gressibus et paulum rcspirat caelifer Atlans. 430 

Hie et ab adserto nuper Marathone superbum 
Thesea et Ismarios, Aquilonia pignora, fratres, 
utraque quis rutila stridebant tempora pinna, 
cemimus, hie Phoebo non indignante priorem 
Admetum et durae similem nihil OrpheaThracae, 435 
tunc prolem Calydone satam generumque profundi 
Nereos. ambiguo visus errore lacessunt 
Oebalidaegemini ; chlamyshuic, chlamysardct etilli, 
ambo hastilc gcrunt, umcros exsertus uterque, 
nudus uterque genas, simili coma fulgurat astro. 440 
mulct iter mngnique sequens vestigia mutat 
Herculis ct tarda quamvis sc mole ferentem 
vix cursu tener acquat Hylos Lcmacaque tolicns 
arma sub ingenti gnudet siidarc pliarctra. 

Ergo itcrum Venus ct tacitis corda aspera flammis 
Lemniadum pcrtcmplat Amor, tunc regia lutio 410 
nrma liabltusquc ^irum piilcliracquc insignia gentis 
incntilnis insinunt, ccrtatimqiic online cunctac 
lio^'pitibus patucrc fores ; tunc primus In nris 
ignis, ct infnndis vcncrc oblivia enris ; 450 

tunc cpulae felixque sopor noclcsque qiiletnc, 

* Intrarr/’wi Itcrarc ^Aw/zr, «■/. Lartantiut frrqutntcr 
rpuUlur Jupitrr ... fr«|urnfrr ton rcvlMJnt. 


• llotnzf drwifjrs cixl* ai «»ihng the Azlhlopl.in* 

. ■ • ■ “ J'U 

■ I ■ I . . ' WM lo tUy • wild Lull 


St 


’ tl«e north wind. 
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the denizens of heaven are said to burst forth from 
their mystic portals, when they desire to visit the 
homes and the coast and the lesser banquet of the 
red Aethiopians® : rivers and mountains yield them 
passage, Earth exults beneath their footsteps and 
Atlas knows a brief respite from the burden of the 
sky. 

“ Here we behold Tlieseus, lately come in triumph 
from setting Marathon frec,^ and the Ismarian ® 
brethren, pledges of the North Wind’s love, with 
red wing-feathers whirring loud on citlier temple ; 
here, too, Admctiis, whom Phoebus was content to 
serve, and Orpheus, in nought resembling barbarous 
Thrace ; then Calydon’s offspring and the son-in-law 
of watery Nercus. The twin Ocbalidac** bculldcr 
our vision with puzzling error: each wears a bright 
red mantle and wields a spear, hare arc tl»e shoulders 
of each and tlicir faces yet unbearded, their locks 
are aglou' with tlic same starry radiance. Voting 
Hylas bravely marching follows great Hercules 
stride for stride, scarce equalling his pace, slow 
though he bear his mighty bulk, and rejoices to 
carry the Lernacan nnn'; and to s«cnt beneath the 
huge quiver, 

*So once more N’enus and Lose try with their 
secret fires the fierce hearts of tlic I.enmian uomen, 
Then royal Juno instils into their minds the image 
of the heroes' nnns and rainicnt, and their signs nf 
iJoljle race, and all fling open their d(>ors in rmulnm 
"elctmie to the ^t^ange^>, Then fir^t «rre firrs lit 
<’u the altars, and unsjjeakable carl's «crr forgotten, 
tl'cri came feasting and h.ij*j»> ^leeJ• an<I tranquil 

, * C*vt,>r anj . Oftoluk t}»rir a 

of 
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ncc supcnim sine nicnlc, rcor, plncucre fntentes. 
forsilnn ct nostrnc fnttim cxcii'^nbilc culpnc 
nosccrc cura, tluccs. cincrcs furinsqiic mconJm 
tester : ut cxtcrn.is non spontc nut criminc taedas 455 
attigerim — scit ciira deum — ctsi blandus lason 
virginibus dare vincla novis : sua iura cruentura 
Phasin habent; alios, Colclii, gcneratis amores. 
iamquc exuta gelu tepuerunt sidcra longis 
solibus, et velox in terga rcvolvitur annus. 4®^ 

iam nova progenies partusque in vota soluti, 
ct non speratis clamatur Lemnos alumnis. 
nee non ipsa tamen thalami monimenta coacti 
cnitor geminos, duroque sub hospilc mater 
nomen a^i renovo ; nee quae fortuna relictis 465 
nosse datur, iam plena quater quinquennia pergunt» 
si modo fata sinunt aluitque rogata Lycaste. 

I Deturauere animi itiaris, et clementior Auster 
vela vocat i ratis ipsa moram portusque quietos 
edit et adversi^ tendit retinacula saxi. ’ 470 

inde fugam Minyae, sociosque appellat lason 
efferus, o utinam iam tunc mea litora rcctis 
praetervectus aquis, cui non sua pignora cordi, 
non promissa fides j certe slat fama remotis 
gentibus : aequorei redierunt vellera Phrixi. 475 
ut stala lux pelago venturumque aethera sensit 
Ti'phys et occidui rubuere cubilia Pliocbi, 

* adrersi P t adsueti <•>: asserti JD. 
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»i5plils, nor without heaven’s Mill, I ween, did they 
find favour, M-hen they confessed their crime. My 
fault, too, my fated pardonable fault, pcrchanec ye 
Mould liear, O chieftains : by the ashes and avenging 
furies of my people I SM-car, innocent and unwilling 
did I light the torch of alien wedlock — as Heaven’s 
Providence doth knoM* — though Jason be Mily to 
ensnare young maidens* hearts : law’s of its own 
bind blood-stained Phasis, and you, ye Colchians, 
breed far different passions. And now the skies 
liavc broken through the bonds of frost and grow 
warm in the long sunlit days, and the swift year 
has wheeled round to the opposite pole. A new 
progeny is brought to birth in answer to our prayers, 
and Lemnos is fdled with the cries of babes un- 
hoped-for, I myself also bear twin sons, memorial 
of a ravished couch, and, made a mother by my 
rough guest, renew in the babe his grandsire’s name ; 
nor may I know what fortune linth befallen since I 
left them, for now full twenty years are past, if the 
fates but suffer them to live and Lycaste reared 
them as I prayed Iier, 

The boisterous seas fell tranquil and a milder 
southern breeze invites the sails : the ship herself, 
hating to tarrj’ in the quiet haven, strains with her 
hawsers at the resisting rock. Then would the 
Minyae fain begone, and cruel Jason summons his 
comrades — would he had ere that sailed past my 
shores, who recked not of his oato children, nor of 
his sworn word ; truly his fame is know’n in distant 
lands : the fleece of seafaring Plirixus hath returned. 

” hen the destined sun liad sunk beneath the sea 
3nd Tiphys felt the coming breeze and PJjoebus* 
Western couch blushed red, once more alas! there 
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Ijcu ilcnim grndtus, itcniniqtic noW^^lm.! nox cst. 
vjx rc-scrntrt ct iniii rntc ccf<ii‘» Inson 
Ire iubet, priinoqtic feril dux %crhcrc pontuni# 
illos c .‘Jcopulis el siunmo vcrliec montl'S 
spumcn porrccH dirttncnlc*: terpn profundi 
prosequtmur visa, donee ln«.‘cnvit cuntes 
lux oculos longtiniqiic polo contcxcrc vRi cst 
acquor ct extremi prcsslt freta mnrgine cneli. 

Tama subit portus, vccluin frnns nltn nioanta 
frakema regnarc Chio» mlhi criminn nulla, 
ct vacuos arsissc rogos ; frcmit impj'a plcbes, 
sontibus acccnsac stimulis facinusque reposcunt. 
quin etiam occuUae xxilgo increbresccrc voces : 

“ solane fida suis, nos autem in funera laetoe'? 
non deus haec fatumque ? quid imperat urbe ne- 
fanda ? ” 

talibus exonimis dictis — et triste propinquat 
suppljcium, nec regna iuvant— vaga Htora furtim 
incomitata sequor funestaque moenia linquo, 495 
qua fuga nota patris ; sed non iterum obvius Euhan, 
nam me praedonum manus hue adpulsa tacentem" 
abripit et vestras famulam transmittit in oras.*' 

Talia Lemaeis iterat dum regibus exsul 
Lemnias et longa solatur damna querella, 500 

immemor absentis — sic di suasistis ! — alumni, 
flle graves oculos languentiaque ora comanti 

• * laetae Pw : (yarrorfeen/. nostraautem in funeralaefa est? 

• tacentem Pws jacentero lalcntem #rfrf. : Ilcenhim Garrod. 


' • “euntes” expresses the "travelling ” of the sight as it 
follows the ships out to sea. 

* i.e., our deed was ordained hj heaven and fate ; in dis- 
obeying them she is “ nefanda.*' 
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Nvas lamentation, once more the last night of all. 
Scarce is the day begun, and already Jason high 
upon the poop gives the word for sailing, and strikes 
as chieftain the first oar-stroke on the sea. From 
rocks-and mountain height we follow them with our 
gaze as they cleave the foamy space of outspread 
ocean, until the light wearied our roaming® vision 
and seemed to interweave the distant waters with 
the sky, and made the sea one wth heaven’s 
extremest marge. 

'A rumour goes about the harbour that Thoas has 
been carried o’er the deep and is reigning in his 
brother’s isle of Cliios, that I am innocent and the 
funeral pjrre a mockery ; the impious mob clamours 
loud, maddened by the stings of guilt, and demands 
the crime I owe them. Moreover, secret murmurings 
orlse and increase among the folk : * Is she alone 
faithful to her kindred, while m’C rejoiced to slay? 
Did not heaven and fate ordain tlie deed ? why then 
bears she rule in the city, the accursed one?'* 
Aghast at such words — for a cruel retribution draws 
uigh, nor does queenly pomp delight me— •! wander 
olone in secret on the winding shore and leave tlie 
deadly walls by the road of my father’s flight, well 
known to me ; but not a second time did Huhan 
uieet me, for a band of pirates putting in to shore 
carried me speecliless away and brought me to your 
land a slave." 

While thus the Lcmnian exile recounts her tale to 
the Lemaean princes and by a long jdalrit con^ol^rs 
her loss, forgetful — so ye go<ls constrainrU her!— 
of her absent charge,' he, with liea>y eyes and 

• Opheltes, the infant, ef. ir. 712, 797, 
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mcrgit humo, fcssnsquc diti pitcrilibus nctls 
Inbitur in soinnos, prcnsa mnnus Iiacrct in berba. 

Intcrcft cnnipis, ncmoris saccr Jiorror Acbaei, 605 
terrigcnn cxoritur serpens, trnctuque soluto 
immnnem sese vchit ac post terga rclinquit. 
livida fax oculis, tumid! stat in ore veneni 
spuma Virens, ter lingua vibrat, terna ngmina adunci 
dentis, et auratac crudclis gloria fronti 610 

prominet. Inachii* sanctum dixere Tonanti 
agricolae, cui cura loci et silvestribus aris 
pauper bonos ; nunc ille dci circumdare templa 
orbe vago labens, miserae nunc robora silvae 
atterit et vastas tenuat complexibus ornos ; 615 

saepe super fluvios geminae iacct aggere ripae 
continuus, squamisque incisus adaestuat amnis. 
sed nunc, Og^’gii iussis quando omnis an])e]at 
terra dei trepidaeque latent in pulvere Nymphae, 
saevior anfractu laterum sinuosa retorquens 620 
terga solo siccique nocens furit igne veneni. 
stagna per arentesque lacus fontesque represses 
volvitur et vacuis fluviorum in vallibus errat, 
incensusque siti^ liquidum nunc aera lambit ■ 
ore supinato, nunc arva gementia radens 625 

pronus adhaeret luimo, si quid viridantia sudent 
gramina ; percussae calidis adflatibus herbae, 
qua tulit ora, cadunt, moriturque ad sibila campus : 
quantus ab Arctois discriminat aethera plauslris 
Anguis et usque Notos alienumque exit in orbem | 630 

» Inschii Jilutller i inachio Pu. 

* incensusque siti : incertusque sui Pw. 

• i.e., Pacchus, patron deity of Thebes. 

» I have odopttcl Schrader’s emendation ; “ incertusque 
sui ” seems hardly to justify Kloltz’s explanation “ raenlis 
non compos,” i.r.. ” in a fury.” 
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<lrooping licnd niul wearied by Ins long clnldisli play, 
sinks to slumber, deep buried in the luxuriant earth, 
while one hand holds the grass tight-clutched. 

Meanwhile an earth-born serpent, the accursed 
terror of the Achaean grove, arises on the mead, and 
loosely dragging his huge bulk now bears it fonvard, 
now leaves it behind him. A livid gleam is in his 
^yes, the green spume of foaming poison in his fangs, 
and a threefold quivering longue, wth three rows of 
hooked teeth, and a cruel blazonry’ rises high upon 
jiis gilded forehead. The Inachian countrymen held 
him sacred to the Thunderer, who has the guardian- 
ship of the place and the scant worship of the wood- 
land altars ; and now he glides with trailing coils 
ohout the shrines, now grinds the hapless forest oaks 
and crushes huge ash-trees in his embrace ; oft lies 
he in continuous length from bank to bank across the 
streams, and the river sundered by his scales swells 
high. But fiercer now, when all the land is panting 
at the Command of the Og}’gian god ° and the Nymphs 
^re hurrying to the hiding of tlieir dusty beds, he 
his tortuous \vrithing frame upon the ground, 
^J'd the fire of his parched venom fills him with a 
uaneful rage. Over pools and arid lakes and stifled 
springs he ^vinds his way, and wanders in the riverless 
'^alleys, and consumed by burning thirst ^ now flings 
back his head and laps the liquid air, now brusliing 
^ er the groaning fields cleaves downward to the 
^arth, should there be any sap or moisture in the 
grasses ; but the herbage falls stricken by his hot 
reath, whereso’er he turns his head, and the mead 
shrivels at the hissing of his jaws ; vast is he as the 
'^ake that divides the pole from the Northern Wain 
and passes even unto the Southern grinds and an 
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fjiinnlus ct 111c sftcri spirls intortn inovcb.ifc 
cor/ju« IMnj/ivsi, <}mirc tibi, DcJic, ftxus 
vexit linruiulhicnm ccntcno volncre silvani. 

Qnis tibi, pnn'c, dens t«m inngni ponder.i fjiti 
sorlc <lc(lit ? tunc boc vix primn nd Htnin.i vitae 535 
bostc iflces ? an ut indc saccr per saccula Grais 
gentibus ct tanlo di'gnus morcrcrc scpidcro ? 
occidis cxtremac dcstrictus verberc caudac 
Ignaro scrpentc pucr, fugit ilicct artus 
somnus, et in solam patiicrunt lumina mortem. 5t0 
cum tamen attonito moriens vagitus In auras 
excidit et ruptis immutuit ore querellis, 
qualia non totas peragunt insomnia voces, 
audiit Hypsipyle, facilemque negantia cursum 
exanimis genua aegra rapit ; iam certa malorum B45 
mentis ab augurio sparsoque per omnia visu 
lustrat humum quaerens et nota vocabula parvo 
nequiquom ingemtnans: nusqunm ille, et prata re- 
centes 

amisere notas. virldi piger accubnt hostis 
collectus gyro spatiosaque iugera complet, 550 

sic etiam obliqua cenieem expostus in alvo, 
horruit infelix visu longoque profundum 
incendit clamore nemus ; nec territus illc, 
sed facet. Argolicas uliilatns flebilis aures 
impulit ; extempJo monitu duels advolat ardens 555 
Areas eques causamque refert. tune squamea demum 
torvus ad armorura radios fremitumque virorum 
colla movet : rapit ingenti conamine saxum, 


' He means the snake (I>raot>) Wiai winds between the 
two Bears (e/. Vir^. O. I. 911), but hfs expression is difficult ; 
nor does Draco go anywhere near the southern hemisphere. 
42 
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alien sky,® or as lie that shook the horns of sacred 
Parimsvus, t>M’ning his coils among them, until 
pierced hy a hundred M'ouiids he bore, O Delian, a 
forest of thy arrows.^ 

What god np])oiutcd for thee, little one, the 
burden of so dire a fate ? Scarce on thy life’s earliest 
threshold, art thou slain by such a foe ? Was it that 
thus thou mightest he sacred for ever to the peoples 
of Greece and d^'ing merit so glorious a burial ? 
Iliou diest, O babe, struck by tlic end of the un- 
witting serpent’s tail, and straightway the sleep left 
thy limbs and thine eyes opened but to death alone. 
But when thy frightened dj'ing wail rose upon the 
air and the broken cry fell silent on thy lips, like the 
half-finished accents of a dream, Hypsipyle heard it 
and sped with faint and failing limbs and stumbling 
gait ; her mind forebodes sure disaster, and with 
gaze turned to every quarter she scans the ground 
in search, vainly repeating words the babe would 
know ; but he is nowhere, and the recent tracks are 
vanished from the meadows. Gatliered in a green 
circle lies the sluggish foe and fills many an acre 
round, so lies he with his head slantwise on his belly. 
Struck ■with horror at the sight tlie unhappy woman 
roused the forest’s depths with shriek on shriek; yet 
still he lies unmoved. Her sorrowful wail reached 
the Argives’ ears : forthwith the Arcadian knight « 
his chief’s word flies thither in eager haste and 
reports the cause. Then at last, at the glint of 
armour and the shouting of the men he rears his 
scaly neck in wrath : with a vast effort tall Hippo- 

h’augh Statius may have been thinking of either Hydra or 

^rpens, wliich do, and confused them someliow with Draco. 

Pj-thon, slam by Apollo at Delphi. • Parthenopaeus. 
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qtinnlus ck lllc sncri spiri<; iutnrin iiiovebat 
coniiin Pnrnn'y.I, (Tonoc tibl, Dcli'c, fixus 
\’cxit linnuuUticnm ccntcno volncrc silvftm. 

Qiiis tibl, p.irv'c, tlcns tflnj ningni pondern fati 
sorte (ledit ? time* hoc vix jirinia nd lifiiinn vltnc 535 
bostc iaces ? nn ut hide sneer per snecula Grais 
geiitibus ck tnnto dignus morerere septdero ? 
occidis cxtrcninc destrietiis verberc enudne 
ignaro serjientc pucr, fugit ilicct arliis 
somnus, et in solam paluerunt lumina mortem. 5^0 
cum tamen nttonito morlens vagitus in auras 
excidit et ruptis imnmtuit ore querellis, 
qualia non totas peragunt insomnia voces, 
audiit Hypsipylc, facilemque negantia cursum 
exanimis genua aegra rapit ; lam certa maJofum 5^5 
mentis ab augurio sparsoque per omnia visu 
lustrat humum quaerens et nota vocabula parvo 
nequiquam ingeminans: nusquam ille, et prata re* 
centes 

amisere notas. viridi piger acCubat Iiostis 
collectus gyro spatiosaque iugera complet, 650 

sic etiam obliqua cer\'iccm expostus in alvo. 
horruit infelix visu longoque profundum 
incendit clamore nemus ; nec terntus ille, 
sed iacet. Argolicas ululatus flebilis aures 
impulit ; cxtemplo raonitu ducis advolat ardens 655 
Areas eques causamque refert. tunc squamea demum 
torvus ad aimorum radios fremitumque virorum 
colla movet : rapit ingenll conamine saxum, 


• He means the snake (Draco) that M-Inds between the 
two Hears (e/. Virg. Q. 1. 2U), but his expression Is difficult ; 
nor does Draco go anywhere near the southern hemisphere, 
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alien sky,® or ns lie that shook tlic horns of sacred 
larnassus, hNinhig his coils among them, until 
pierced by a hundred wounds lie bore, O Delian, a 
forest of th}' arrows.* 

^^hat god n])pointcd for thee, little one, the 
burden of so dire a fate ? Scarce on thy life’s earliest 
threshold, art tliou slain b}- such a foe ? Was it that 
^ be sacred for ever to the peoples 

of Greece and dying merit so glorious a burial ? 
thou dicst, O babe, struck b^' the end of the un- 
''.‘tting serpent’s tail, and straightway the sleep left 
tiiy limbs and thine eyes opened but to death alone. 

ut when thy friglitencd dying wail rose upon the 
?'** ®bd the broken cr}' fell silent on thy lips, like the 
naif-finished accents of a dream, H}’psipyle heard it 
and sped with faint and falling limbs and stumbling 
gait 5 her mind forebodes sure disaster, and with 
pze turned to every quarter she scans the ground 
n search, vainly repeating words the babe w’ould 
now ; but he is nowhere, and the recent tracks are 
vanished from the meadows. Gathered in a green 
circle lies the sluggish foe and fills many an acre 
^ound, so lies he with his head slantwise on his belly, 
ruck with horror at the sight the unhappy w’oman 
the forest’s depths Avith shriek on shriek; yet 
s 111 he lies unmoved. Her sorrowful wail reached 
the Arg ives’ ears ; forthwith tlie Arcadian knight® 

^ nis chief’s Avord flies thither in eager haste and 
reports the cause. Then at last, at the glint of 
armour and the shouting of the men lie rears his 
neck in AATath : with a vast effort tall Hippo- 

Statius may liaA’e been thinking of either Hydra or 
" hich do, and confused them somehow with Draco, 
“j’thon, slain by Apollo at Delphi. • Parthenopaeus. 
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quo (ll'.crclu*; ngcr, vncun«!qiic inipcilit In niirns 
nrduus IIi])])oinc(1on, quo turbine i)cllicft quondam 5G0 
librnti snliunt porlnrum In clnustrti molnrcs. 
c/i'J'Jrt ducis ^irlus ; iani niollin colla rcfu'ms 
in tergum serpen*? vcntenlcm cvascrat* ictum, 
dnl ‘^onilunl tcllu*?, nemonimquc per nvia densi 
dissiiUftnt nexus, “atnonmen vulnera "clnmat C65 
et trnbe frnxinca Capnnciis subit obvius “umqtmm 
efTugies, sen tu pavidi ferns incola luci, 
sivc deis, utinnmque deis, concessa volnptns, 
non, si consertum super hacc mibi membra Giganta 
subveliercs.” volat hasta tremens et biantia monstri 
ora subit linguaeque sccat fera vincla trisulcae, 571 
perque iubas stantes eapitisque insigne corusci 
emicat, et nigri sanie perfusa eerebri 
dgitur alta* solo, longus vix tota peregit® 
membra dolor, rapido celer ille volumine telum 676 
circuit avulsumque ferens in opaca refugit 
terapla dei j liic magno tellurem pondere mensus 
implorantem animam dominis adsibilat aris. 
ilium et cognatae stagna indignantia Lemae, 
floribus et vemis adsuetae spargere Nympliae, 680 
et Nemees reptatus ager, lucosqiie per omnis 
silvicolae fracta gemuistis harundtne, Faiini. 
ipse etiam e summa iam tela poposcerat aethra 
luppiter, et dudum nimbique hiemesque coibant, 

* evaserat Barth {from a ifS.). Baehrtns : exliauserat Pu, 

* alta w: hasta Ps acta Ileinsius- 
■ peregit Pat peredit XacAmoBn. 


« Statius loses no opportnnity of emphasizing Capaneus’s 
liostdity to the gods. 

* The Giants were said to have snakes for legs, ef. Ov. F. 
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mcdon seizes a stone, the boundary* mark of a field, 
^ **J*’^s it tl>roupli the empty air; vitli such a 
'' lurhvind do llic jioised boulders fly forth against the 
arred gates in time of war. \^nin was tlie chief- 
ain s might, in a moment had the snake bent back 
'IS supple neck and foiled the coming blow. The 
earth re-echoes and in the pathless woods the close- 
'nit boughs arc rent and torn. “ But never shalt 
lou escape my stroke,” cries Capaneus, and makes 
or him with an ashen spear, ** whether thou be the 
savage inmate of tlie trembling grove, or a delight 
to the gods — ay, would it were to the 
• “'—riever even if thou broughtest a Giant to 
. ®ttle with me upon those limbs.^ ” The quiver- 
flics, and enters the monster’s gaping 
outh and cleaves the rough fastenings of the triple 
ongue, then through the upriglit crest and tlie 
uornment of Ids darting head it issues forth, and 
ouied with the brain’s black gore sinks deep into 
®ofl' Scarce has the pain run the length of his 
nole frame, with lightning speed he twines his coils 
ground the weapon, and tears it out and carries it to 
Us lair in the dark temple of tlie god ; there measur- 
jUg his mighty bulk along the ground he gasps and 
isses out his life at his patron’s shrine. Him did 
marsh of kindred Lerna mourn, and 
le Nymphs who were wont to strew him witli vernal 
owers, and Nemea’s fields whereon he crawled ; 

)e too, ye woodland Fauns, bewailed him in everj* 
grove with broken reeds. Jupiter himself had already 
Called for his weapons from the height of air, and 
‘'ng had clouds and storms been gathering, liad not 

V. 37 rnille manus illis dedit et pro cruribus ang^ues.” Or 
®uprr haec membra ” may be “over these (slain) limbs.'* 
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j»! minor ira tlco ^mvioriiquc Icin imTcri 
scr\'ntus Cnpnnoiis ; moll tnmcn nur.n cucuirit 
fulniini'? ot Munmns lihnvit vorticc cristju;. 

Innnpio pcrcrrnli>t infWix I^cmiiln cnrnpis, 
lil)or lit angiic locus, inodico super npgcrc longe 
palliiln snnguincis mfectas roribus Iicrbas 5^ 

jirospicit, line inngno ciirsum rnpit cfTcra luctu 
ngnovcitfiue nefns, tcrracqiio inlisn rioccnti 
fiilminis in morem non verba in funcre prime, 
non lacrirnas linbct : ingcniiimt miscra osciila tantum 
incumbens animnoque fiigam per membra tepentem 
quaerithinns. non ora loco, non pectorarestant, S90 
rapta cutis, tenuia ossa patent nexusque madentes 
sanguinis imbre novi, totumque in vulnere corpus, 
ac velut aligerae sedem fetusque parentis 
cum piger iimbrosa populatus in ilice serpens, 600 
ilia redit querulacque domus nurata qiiietem 
iam stupet^ impendens advectosque liorrida maesto 
excutit ore cibos, cum solus in arbore paret 
sanguis et errantes per capta cubilia plumae. 

Ut laceros artus gremio miseranda recepit 605 
intexitque comis, tandem laxato dolori* 
vox invenit iter, gemitusque in verba soluti : 

“ o mihi desertae nalorum dulcis imago, 

Archemore, o rerum et patriae solamen ademptae 
servitiique decus, qui te, mea gaudia, sontes CIO 
exstinxere dei, modo quern digressa reliqui 
lascivum et prono vexantem gramina cursu ? 
heu ubi siderei vultus ? ubi verba ligatis 

‘ iam stupet P : slat super u. 

* dolor! Bentlesf, Heintiut i aolore Pu. 
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the god nllnycd Ins wath and Capancus been pre- 
sen ed to merit a direr }>nni<^bment ; yet the wind 
of the stirred tlniinlcrbolt sped and swayed the 
summit of his crested helm. 

And now the unhappy Lemnian, wandering o’er 
the fields «hcn the place was rid of the serpent, 
grows pale to behold on a low mound afar the 
herbage stained with streams of blood. Thither 
fr«intic in her grief she hastens, and recognizing the 
horror falls as though lightning-struck on the offend- 
ing earth, nor in the first shock of ruin can find 
speech or tears to shed ; she only bends and showers 
despairing kisses, and breathlessly searches the yet 
warm limbs for traces of the vanislied life. Nor face 
nor breast remain, the skin is torn away and the 
frail bones are exposed to view, and the sinews are 
drenched in fresh streams of blood : the whole body 
is one wound. Even as when in a shady ilex-tree 
a lazy serpent has ravaged the home and brood of a 
pother bird, she, returning, marvels at the quiet of 
hw clamorous abode, and hovers aghast, and in wild 
dismay drops from her mouth the food she brings, 
for there is nought but blood on the tree and feathers 
shed about the plundered nest. 

When, poor w oman, she had gathered the mangled 
limbs to her bosom and covered them in her tresses, 
at length her voice released gave passage to her grief 
and her moans melted into words : " Archemorus, 
sweet image of my babes in my lonely plight, solace 
of my woes and exile, and pride of my thraldom, 
what guilty gods have slain thee, O my joy, whom, 
when I lately parted from thee, I left frolicking and 
crushing the grasses in thy cr.awl ? Alas, where is 
that star-bright face ? Where are thy half-formed 

47 



STATIUS 


fmprrfi’ctn j:(mU rhu^que cl iniimmrft soli 
inlcllccla iiiilil ? quoUciis (ii>l Lcninon ct Ar;:o* C15 
sucia loqui ct Innga somntim siindcrc qiicrclla ! 
sic cquitlcin Itictus so1nl»nr ct iibcra pan’o 
lain inatcma (1nham» cul ntmc vcnlt Inritus orbac 
lactis ct infclix in \'tilncra IlqtiUur imbcr. 
no<;co ilcos : o dura mcl pracsagla somni C20 

nocturnlquc mctiis, ct mmiquam impunc per umbras 
attonitac milu visa Venus ! quos nrguo divos ? 
ipsa ego te — quid cnlm llmeam moritura fatcri ? — 
exposui fatis. quae mentem insania traxit ? 
tantane me tnntac teniiere oblivia curae ? C25 

dum patrios casus famaeque exorsa retracto 
ambitiosa meae — pictas hacc mogna fidesque !— 
cxsolvi tibi, Lemne, nefas ; ubi letifer anguis, 
ferte, duces, merit! si qua cst mllii gratia duri, 
si quis honos dictis, aut vos exstinguite ferro, 630 
ne tristes dominos orbamque inimica revisam 
Eurydicen, quamquam baud ilH mea cura dolendo 
cesserit. hocne ferens onus inlaetabile matris 
transfundam gremio ? quae me prius ima sub umbras 
mergat humus ? ’* simul haec terraque et sanguine 
voltum 635 

sordida magnorum circa vestigia regum 
vertitur, et tacite maerentibus imputat undas. 

Et iam sacrifici subitus per tecta Lycurgi 
nuntius implerat lacrimis Ipsumque domumque, 
ipsum adventantem Persei vertice sancto 640 

* Argo Gronovius t Argos Pw. 


“ Eurj'dice, wife of Lycui^us, was the mother of the babe 
Ophcltes. Tihom Hypsipyle had been nursing. 

* i.e., blames them for the disaster, of which the stream 
was the cause, by separating her from the babe. 
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Words and tongue-tied utterance, those smiles, and 
mutterings that I alone could understand? How often 
used I to talk to thee of Lemnos and the Argo, and 
with my long sad tale soothe thee to sleeping I For 
BO indeed did I console my griefs, and gave the babe 
a mother’s breasts, where now in my bereavement 
the milk flows in vain and falls in barren drops upon 
thy wounds. ’Tis the gods* work, I see : O cruel 
presage of my dreams and nightly terrors ! ah ! 
Venus, who never appeared in the darkness to my 
startled vision but ill befell ! But why do I blame 
the gods ? Myself I exposed thee to thy fate — for 
why should I fear to confess, so soon to die ? What 
madness carried me away ? Could I so utterly forget 
a charge so dear ? While I recount the fortunes of 
my country and tlie boastful prelude of my own 
renown — wliat true devotion, what loyalty ( — f have 
paid thee, Lemnos, the crime I owed. Take me 
then, ye princes, to the deadly snake, if ye have any 
gratitude for the service that has cost so dear, nr 
any respect to my words ; or slay me yourselves 
"ith tlic sword, lest I sec again my sorrowing master, 
and!)creavcdEurydicc,now maiic my foe* — althoiigli 
my grief comes not short of hers. Am 1 to c.irry 
this hapless burden and c.ast it on a m<»lher’s lap f 
n.ay, ^\hat earth may sooner engulf me in its dprpr>t 
k'liadcs ? ” Thereupon, her face befouled «ith diut 
and gore, she turns to folloM- the mighty clilefialn*. 
and secretly as tlicv grieve hnys the waters to their 
efuirge.* 

And now the news, swerning suddeti throujfi (he 
palace of devout Ls curgu*,, had l,n»'jpfit full tr.eiv^rr 
of tears to hun^rlf and all lus bou.r - ! iforlf, », f »• 
drew nigh from the saerrd su*u!mt of !Vrieu» r- 
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montis, ubi avcrso dcdcrat prosccta Tonanti, 
ct caput iratis rediens quassabnfc ab cxtis. 
hie sese Argolicis immunem scn’at ab armis 
baud animi vacuus, sed templa araeque tenebant. 
necdum etiam responsa deum monitusque vetusti C4l 
exciderant voxque ex adytis accepta profundi's : 

“ prima, Lycurge, dabis Dircaeo fiinera bello.” 
id cavet, et maestus vicini pulvere Martis 
angitur ad lituos periturisque invidet armis. 

Ecce — fides superum I — laceras comitata Thoantis 
advehit exsequias, contra subit obvia mater, 651 
femineos coetus plangentiaque agmma ducens. 
at non magnanimo pietas ignava Lycurgo : 
fortior ille malis, lacrima^ue insana rcsorbet 
ira patris, longo rapit orva morantia passu 655 

vociferans : “ ilia autem ubinam, cui par\'a cruoris 
laetave damna mei ? vivitne } impellite raptam, 
ferte citi comites ; faxo omnis fabula Lemni 
ct pater et tumidac generis mendneia sacri 
exciderint.” ibat letumque inferre parabat 660 
ense furens rnpto j v'cnienti Oeneius hcros 
impiger oblecta proturbat pcctora parma, 
nc simul infrendens : siste Jiunc, vesane, ftirorem, 
quisquis cs I ” ct paritcr C.ipanciis ncerque rcducto 
adfiilt llippomcdon rcctoque ErjTnnntlnus ense, CCS 
ac iuvenem multo pracstrlngunt luminc ; at indc 

* C/. iii. 4C0 ; apparently the same mountain Is meant. 

* “proveta," til. that unich Is cut out for oirerinf*, i.e., 
the rniraiU. 

* Tytleus. Frymanllilan,*’ b<low«ArcadIan, Par* 
tlienopaeus. 
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tain,“ A\Jjcrc Ijc had olTcrcd sacrifice^ to the angry 
Thunderer, and wa^ shaking h!s head ns lie returned 
from the ill-omened entrails. Here he abides with- 
out share in tlie Argolic war, not lacking in courage, 
but the temples and the altars kept him back ; nor 
had the gods* response and ancient warning yet 
faded from his mind, nor the words received from the 
innermost shrine : “ In the Dircaean war, Lycurgus, 
the first death shall be thine to give.*' Of that he is 
afraid, and, saddened by the dust of neighbouring 
armies, he is tortured at the trumpets’ sound, and 
envies the doomed hosts. 

But lo ! — so the gods keep faith I — the daughter 
of Thoas accompanies the mangled infant’s funeral 
train, and his mother comes to meet her, leading a 
band of women and troops of mourners. But not 
sluggish was the devotion of grcat-souled Lycurgus : 
grief emboldened liim, the father’s mad rage thrust 
hack the tears, and with long strides he covers the 
fields that stay his >vrath, and cries aloud : *' Where 
now is she, who recks little or is glad of the shedding 
of my blood ? Lives she ? Tlien seize her, comrades, 
and bring her speedily ! I will make her insolence 
forget all her tale of Lemnos and her father and her 
lies about a race divine I ” He advanced and pre- 
pared to deal the death-blow, his sword drawn in 
rage ; but as he c.ame, the Oeneian hero,® quick to 
act, thrust his shield against his breast and barred 
the way, with stern rebuke : “ Abate thy furj’, 
madman, whoe’er thou art ! ” and Capaneus likcu-isc 
and brave Hippomedon, A\'ith sword drawn back, and 
the Erymanthian, with levelled blade, were there to 
succour, and the prince is dazzled by their flaslnng 
swords : but on tlie other side the rustic bands 

51 



STATIUS 


fl^rrcstum pro rcfjc mftnus. qiios inter Atlraslus 
miti'us ct socinc vcrilu*! contmcrcin viltnc' 
AmphJ{\To.us nil : " nc, qvmcso 1 ab^istitc ferro, 
unus ftvum sanguis, neve indulgctc furori, 070 

tuque prior/* set! non sedate pcctorc Tydeus 
subicit : *' nnne ducem scrvatriccmquc cohortis 
Inachine ingratis coram tot miJibu# nusus* 
jnactarc in tumulos — qiianti pro fimcris iilfcor ) — 
cui regnum genitorqwe Tlioas ct lucidus Euban 075 
stirpi's avus ? tlmldone parum, quod gentibus aclis 
nndique in arma tuts inter rapitla ngmina pacem 
solus habes ? habeasque, ct te victoria Graium 
inveniat tumulis etiamnum bacc fata gementem.’’ 

Dixerat, et tandem cunctante modcstior ira 6S0 
ille refert : “ equidem non vos ad moenia Thebes 
rebar, at^ hostiles hue advenisse catervas. 
pergite in exscidium, socii si tanta voluptas 
sanguinis, imbuite arma domi, atquc hacc inrita 
dudum 

templa lovis — quid enim baud licitum ? — ferat impius 
ignis, 6S5 

si vilem, tanti premerent cum pectora Juctus, 
in famulam ius esse ratus domtnogue ducique. 
sed videt haec, videt illc deum regnator, ct ausis 
sera quidem, manet ira tamen.*’ sic fntus, et arces 
respicit. atque illic alio certamine belli 690 

tecta fremunt ; volucres equitum praeverterat alas 

* viltaeZJl?-: vjtae 

' ausus P i audes e»: ausis Kohlmann. 

■ at Barth : et Pu. 


• Lycorpius had just been sacrificinfr, and would be 
•wearing- the fillets i AtnpWaratts as a soothsayer wore them 
habltualiy. 
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protect their king. Between them Adrastus in 
gentler mood and Amphiaraus, fearing the strife of 
kindred fillets,® cry : ** Not so, I pray you, unhand 
the sword ! Our sires are of one blood, give not vent 
to rage ! Thou first disarm ! *' But Tydeus, his spirit 
not assuaged, rejoins : “ Daredst thou then slay 
upon the grave — and in revenge for what a death 1 — * 
^ind before so many thankless thousands the guide 
and preserver of the Inachian host, who was once a 
<lueen, and has Thoas for her sire and shiningEuhan 
for her ancestor ? Is it too little for thy cowardice 
that, when on all sides thy folk are speeding to war, 
thou alone keepest peace among the hurrying caval- 
cades ? Keep it then, and let the Grecian triumpli 
find thee still groaning at this tomb." 

He spoke, and the other, now more controlled as 
anger ebbed, replied : '* Indeed I thought your 
troops were bound, not for the walls of Thebes, but 
hither with hostile intent. March on then to destroy, 
if kindred murder so delights you, flesh first your 
arms at Iiomc, ay, and let impious fire — vljat indrod 
is not lawful? — devour Jove's temple that but 
now I sought in vain, if I thought, opprc’^scjl l»y 
bitter grief, that I had power upon a wortldes^ 
slave, who am licr king ami lord!' But the ruler 
of the gods beholds it, yc.a he lieholds It, and his 
''Tath, though late it fall, awaits vo\ir daring dresi'.** 

So speaking he looks bark towani the rit} . Ami lo ! 
there another nnne<l affray is raging from hnu‘r to 
house; recent rnme hai! outvtnpj'ni t!ir h'»r>enjrn'# 


I'nleApy ^]'«’ken j It onlv a t %*!<■’» 
lU trr ; V 

. s>* niipii'U'' a-* le l! ik l»^ *.»d t'»ri 


sJa»r J 



IJBER VI 


Nuntm mijUivnfjo Dannas perlabitiir urbes 
Fama gradu, sancirc novo sollenuna buslo 
Inaclddns ludiimqiic super, quo Mnrtia bellis 
praesiidarc pnret scscqnc accendcre virtus. 

Graium ex more decus : primus Pisaea per aira 
bunc pins Alcides Pelopi certavit honorem 
pulvercunique fcra crinem dctersit ollva ; 
proxima Wpereo ce?cbratur^ libera nexu 
Phocis, Apollineae bclliim puerile plmretrae ; 
mox circum tristes ser>'ata Palaenionis aras I 

nigra superstitio, quotiens animosa resumit 
Leucothea gemitus et arnica ad litora festa 
tempestate venit ; planctu conclamat uterque 
Isthmos, Echioniae responsant flebile Tliebae. 
et nunc eximii regum, quibus Argos alumnis li 
conexum caelo, quorumque ingentia tellus 
Aonis et Tyriae suspirant nomina matres, 
concurrunt nudasque movent in proelia Wres : 
ceu primum ausurae trans alta ignota biremes, 
seu Tyrrhenam hiemem, seu stagna Aegaea lacessant, 
tranquillo prius arma lacu clavumque levesque 21 
explorant remos ntque ipsa pericula discunt ; 

' celebratur P : celebravit w. 


‘ The festivals alluded to are those at Olympia, Delphi, 
and Isthmus of Coriath. 

* Boeotian. “T3Tian**=Theban. 
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Fau-travelunq Rumour glides through the Danaan 
cities, and tells that the Inachidae are ordaining 
sacred rites for the new tomb, and games thereto, 
whereby their martial valour may be kindled and 
have foretaste of the sweat of war. Customary 
among the Greeks is such a festival ; first** did the 
dutiful Alcides contest this honour with Pelops in 
the fields of Pisa, and brush the dust of combat from 
his hair ^^ith the wild*olive spray ; next is celebrated 
the freeing of Phocis from the serpent’s coils, the 
battle of the boy Apollo’s quiver; then the dark 
cult of Palacmon is solemnized about the gloomy 
altars, so oft as undaunted Lcucothea renews her 
grief, and in the time of festival comes to the wel- 
coming shores ; from end to end Isthmos resounds 
with lamentation and l^hioninn Thebes makes an- 
swering wail. And now the peerless princes whose 
rearing links Argos with heaven, princes uhose 
mighty names the Aoninn ^ land and Tyrian mothers 
utter with siglis, meet in rivalry and arouse their 
naked \igour to the fray: just as the two-banked 
galleys that must venture the unknow n deep, w liether 
they provoke tl>c stonny Tyrrhenian or tlie calm 
Aegean sea, first j>ro\e on n smooth lake their 
tackling and rudder and nimble oars, and leam to 
face the real perils; but when their crews are 
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nt cum cxpcrtn coliors, tunc ponlurn Inrumpcrc frclne 
lonpius crcpln«!quc non quncrcrc Icrrns. 

Clnrn laborifcros carlo Titlionla currus £5 

cxtulcrnt vlgllcsqiie dcnc pnlicntis linbcnas 
ct Nox et cornu fiigicliat Somnus Inanl ; 

Inm plnngorc vino, getnitu lain regia niugi't 
flebilis, ncccplos longc noniorn avia frnngunt 
multiplicnntcpic sonos. sedet ipse exutus Ijonoro 30 
vitlnrnm nexu genitor .squnicntinquo ora 
sparsus ct incultam fcrali pulverc barbnm. 
nsperior contra plnnctusque egressa viriles 
cxcmplo famulas prcinit liortnturquc volcntcs 
orba parens, Incerasquc super prorumperc' nati 35 
rclliquias nrdet tolicnsque avofsa refertur. 
arcet et ipse pater, inox ut mnerentia dignis 
vultibus Jnaciiii pcnctrarunt liminn reges, 
ceu nova tunc cindcs ct prime saucius infans 
vulnere letalisvc inrumperct atria serpens, <0 

sic alium ex alio quamquam lassntn fragorem 
pectora congeminant, intogratoque resultant 
nocensae clamore fores ; sensere Pelasgi 
invidiam et lacrimfs cxcusant crimen obortis. 

Ipse, datum quotlens intercisoque tumultu 45 
conticuit stupefacta domus, solatur Adrastus 
adloquiis genltorem ultro, nunc fata recensens 
resque hominum duras et inexorabile pensum, 
nunc aliam prolem mansuraque numine dextro 
pignora. nondum orsis modus, et lamenta redibant. 

* prorumi)ere P: procumbere w. 


“ Sleep is thought of os pouring slumber from a horn 
upon the earth, c/. x. lit." 

* Much of the following can be paralleled from the 
Consolatory poems of the Silvae, 
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trn!nr<l, tlicn confitlrntly do tlicr pu'li furtlicr out 
into tlic mnin nor «cck thr vani'lioil ro.i«t. 

Tljcbripiit contort ofTitliontJ' b-tfl in licnvcn 

her toil-brinpnp rnr, nnd Niffht nntl Sleep ^'^itli empty 
horn* were flceltip from the p.ile potldc^"^* wakeful 
rein^ ; already the ways arc loud with wallinp* and 
tlic palace ^^it!» tearful lamentation ; from afar tlic 
^vild forc<:t^ catch the yoiind<, and 5caltcr them in a 
thou‘:and echoes. Tlic father him^elf^ fits stripped 
of the honour of the twined fillet, his unkempt head 
and neglected beard sprinkled with the dust of 
mourning. More riolcnt than he and passionate 
>rith more tlian a man's grief, the bereaved mother 
urges on licr handmaidens by example and by speech, 
willing thougli tficy be, and yearns to cast herself 
upon the mangled remains of her cliild, and ns oft 
they tear her from them and bring her back. Even 
the father too restrains her. Soon when the Inachian 
princes with royal bearing entered the sorrowing 
portals, then, as though the stroke were fresh and 
the babe but newly hurt, or the deadly serpent had 
, burst into the palace, they smite their breasts though 
wearied and raise clamour upon clamour, and the 
doors rC'Ccho Avith the new-kindled wailing ; the 
Pelasglans feel their ill-will and plead their innocence 
with streaming tears. 

Adrastus liimself, whenso’er the tumult was quelled 
and the distracted house fell silent, and opportunity 
was given, addressed the sire imbidden with consoling 
words, reviewing now the cruel destiny of mankind 
and the inexorable thread of doom, now giving hope 
of other offspring and pledges that by heaven’s favour 
would endure. But he had not ended, when mourn- 
ing broke forth an e w. Nor does the king more gen tly 
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Illc qitoqtic ndfnlun non niidlt nrtdcru, 51 

qtmm (rncis lonit r.-ihlrs rtnmnntin fwinto 
vofn virum ntil tcnne<» cnrnnl vnpn fulni>n;t 
Trlstlhns inlcrcn rnmlf tcnrrnrjtir ciiprr«;<o 
(Inmnnlns llnnunnc torn*i ct puerile frrrfnun 55 
tcxllur : Inm \irenl strnrninft cultu ; 

ptx»ximn promlncis opcn«Ior nreo ‘■rrlts, 
ct picturntus morituri^ floribtts ngper ; 
tertius ntlstirgcns Arnliiini stnie toIKlur orclo 
Eo.is coniplextis opes fiic.innquc pIcbN 60 

turA ct nb Anttquo (birnntlA ctnnnntn IJcIo. 
summn crepnnt nuro, Tyrioque nUftlHltir ostro 
molle supcrciliiim, tcretes hoc nndiquc gemmae 
inradiant, medio Linus intcrtcxlus ncnntlio 
letiferique canes t opus ndmlrabilc semper 65 

oderat atque oculos /lectcbat ab ©mine nintcr. 
nrma ctiam efc veterum exuvins circumdat avorum 
gloria mixta malis addictacque ambitus atilae, 

70 


inde ingens lacrimis honor ct miscranda voluptas, 
muneraque in cineres annts gra^'iora ferantur — 
namque illi et pharetras breWoraque tela dicarat 
festinus voti pater insontesque sagittas ; 75 

iam tunc et nota stabuli de gente probatos 
in nomen pascebat cquos — cinctusque sonantes 


" A legendary king of Egypt, father of Danaus : also an 
Asiatic monarch, as in Virg. Aen. i. 621 and Ov. M, iv. 213. 
Statius only means “cinnamon from the East,” e/, Silv. 
iv, S. 32, 

‘ Linus, according to one story, was the name of the 
babe whose fate is told in i. 557 tgg., the son of Apollo and 
Psamathe, daughter of Crotopus. 
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hear his friendly f pcccli than the madness of the fierce 
Ionian hears tfic sailor? shoutin/; prayers upon the 
deep, or the wayward lightnings heed the frail clouds. 

Mcanwhilcthe flame-appointed pyre and the infant 
bier arc intertwined with gloomy boughs and shoots 
of c^^press ; lowest of all is laid the green produce of 
the country-side, then n space is more laboriously 
wought with grassy chaplets and the mound is 
decked with flowers that soon must perish ; third in 
order rises a licap of Arabian spices and the rich 
profusion of the East, with lumps of hoary' incense 
and cinnamon that has come down from Belus of old.® 
On the summit is set tinkling gold, and a soft coverlet 
of Tyrian purple is raised high, gleaming cveiy'where 
with polished gems, and W'ithin a border of acanthus 
is Linus woven and the Irounds that caused his 
death*’: hateful ever to his mother was this mar- 
vellous work, and ever did she turn her eyes from the 
omen. Arms, too, and spoils of ancestors of old are 
cast about the pyre, the pride and chequered glory 
of the afflicted house, as though the funeral train 
bore thither the burden of some great w'arrior’s 
limbs ; yet even empty and barren fame delights 
the mourners, and the pomp magnifies the infant 
shade. Wherefore tears are held in high reverence 
and afford a mournful joy, and gifts greater than 
his years are brought to feed the flames. For his 
father,® in haste for the fulfilment of his prayers, 
had set apart for him quivers and tiny javelins and 
innocent arrows, and even already in his name was 
rearing proved horses of his stable’s famous breed ; 

* The long parenthesis Is awku’ard, but the only alter- 
native is to construe "pascebal” by zeugma with “cinctusque 
. . . laccrtos." 
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nrmaquc niaiorcs cxspcclatuM laccrto'?, 
spes nvklac J q«ns non in nomcn crcdula veslcs 
urgebat studio ctiUusquc iiisignln rcgni 80 

purpureos sceptrumquc minus ? ctincta ignibus atris 
damnat atrox sunqiic ipse parens gcstaininn ferri, 
si damnis rabidum queat cxsatiirarc dolorcin.* 

Parte alia gnari monitis cxcrcitus inslat 
auguris aeriam truncis ncmornmqiic niina, 85 

mentis opus,* cumulate pyram, quae crimina caesi 
anguis et infausti cremet alra pjacula belli, 
his labor accisam Nemecn umbrosaque tempe 
praecipitare solo lucosque ostendere Phoebo. 
stemitur extemplo \’eleres incaedua ferro PO 

silva comas, largae qua non opulentJor umbrae 
Argolicos inter saltusque eductn Lycaeos 
extulerat super astra caput : stat sacra scnectae 
numine, nec solos hominum transgressa veterno 
fertur avos, Nymphas ctiam mutasse superstes 05 
Faunorumque greges. aderat miserabile luco 
exscidium : fugere ferae, nidosque tepentes 
absiliunt — metus urget — aves ; cadit ardua fagus, 
Chaoniumque nemus brumaeque inlaesa cupressus, 
procumbunt piceae, ffammis alimenta supremis, 100 
omique iliceacque trabes metuendaque suco 
taxus et infandos belli potura cruores 

^ Lines 79-83 are inhsinff in PBL {added in margin of B), 
but are found in DKNS. They are usually bracketed by edd. 
as spurious. * opus Weber: onus Pw. 


•> Perhaps because belts M-ere commonly adorned uilli 
frold and silver and precious stones, and would therefore 
ring against the armour; ef. Atn, v. 312. 

* There appears to be no parallel for this use of “mulo,” 
** to take one for another,” i.e., ” to see one (generation of 
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Iniul-ringing bells'* too nre brnitglitjond nrinour wait- 
ing for a mlpbtlcr frame. Insatiable hopes ! what 
garments did she not make for him in eager liastc, 
credulous woman, and robes of purple, emblems of 
royalty, and childish sceptre? Yet all docs the sire 
himself ruthlcssl}* condemn to the murky flames, and 
bid his own signs of rank be borne M ithal, if by their 
loss he may sate his devouring grief. 

In another region the army hastens at the bidding 
of the wise augur to raise an airy pile, high as a 
mountain, of tree-trunks and sliattcrcd forests, to 
expiate the crime of the serpent s slaying and make 
dark burnt-offering for the ill-omened war. These 
labour to cut down Nemea and its sliady glens and 
hurl them to the ground, and to lay the forests open 
to the sunlight, Straiglitway a wood tlint axe has 
never shorn of its ancient boughs is felled, a wood 
than which none more rich in abundant shade be- 
tween the vales of Argolis and Mount Lycacus ever 
raised aloft its head above the stars ; in reverend 
sanctity of eld it stands, and is said not only to reach 
back in years beyond the grandsires of men, but to 
have seen Nymphs pass ^ and flocking Fauns and yet 
be living. Upon the wood came pitiful destruction : 
the beasts are fled, and the birds, terror-driven, 
flutter forth from their warm nests ; the towering 
beeches fall and .the Chaonian® groves and the 
cypress that the winter harms not, spruces are flung 
prostrate that feed the funeral flames, ash-trees 
and trunks of holm-oak and yews wth poisonous sap, 
and mountain ashes destined to drink the gore 
Nymphs) succeed another”; but Statius is very free in his 
use of the word, cf. it. 672 , vii. 71 . 

* of oaks, from Chaonia in Epirus, where was the 
pak-grove of Dodona. 
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frnxinus nlqiic silti non cxpu^nhllc robur. 

Mtic niidax nblcs ct otloro mlncrc pfniin 
fcIncHtnr, ndclinnnt inton*:A cnciimlnn Icrrac • 105 

nlntis nmicn frcUs ncc {nhn«pt(A idmttv. 

dnt pcndlurn tcllus : non sic cvcrsn fcnjnlur 
Isninrn, cum frncto IJorcns cAput cxttdit nnlro, 
non gTAssanlc noto cUiiis tioclunm pcrcpt 
flammn nemos ; linquunt flcntcs dilcctn locorum 110 
olia car7A Pn)es Sili anusquc nrhilcr umbrae 
scnndciimqnc pcciic, mlp'Antilnis nd^cmit illis 
eil\a. ncc nrnplcxne dlmltlunt robora Nympliae, 
ut cum possc«:«5ns nvutis vlctoribu's nrccs 
dux rnptarc dcdit, vix (»igna nuditA, ncc iirbcm 115 
Jnvemns ; ducunt slcmiintquc ntucunlqiic fcrimtque 


cum sjgnum luctus comu grove mugit ndunco 120 
tibia, cui tcncros suctum produccrc* manes 
lege Phrj’gum maesta. Pclopcm monstrasse ferebant 
exsequiale sacrum carmenque minoribus umbris 
utile, quo geminis Niobc consumpta pliaretris 
squaiida bissenas Sipylon deduxerat umns. 125 

Portant inferias arsuraque fercula primi 
Graiorum, titulisque pios testantur lionores 
gentis quisque suae ; longo post tempore surgit 
colla super iuvenum — numero du^legerat omni — 

* Serving on Aen. v. 138 quoteg soJitum dedticere. 

“ «.r., when turned into spear-shafts. 

^ f.r., because it “dares” the deep, when turned into 
ships. * Italian rustic deities. 

® The Nymphs are often thought of os the Jirinc spirits 
of the trees, cf. Silv. i. 3. 63. The passage reminds one of 
Jliiton’s Ode on the Morning of Christ’s Notirity, st. 20. 
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of cursed battle,® and oaks unconquerable by age. 
Then the daring^ fir is cloven, and the pine with 
fragrant wound, alders that love the sea bow to the 
ground their unshorn summits, and elms that give 
friendly shelter to the vines. The earth groans : 
not so are the woods of Ismarus swept away uprooted, 
when Boreas breaks his prison cave and rears his 
head, no swifter does the nightly flame tear through 
the forest before the south uind's onset ; hoar Pales 
and Silvanus,® lord of the shady glen, and the folk, 
half-god, half-animal, go forth weeping from the 
leisure haunts they loved, and as they go the wood- 
land groans in sympathy, nor can the Nymphs loose 
the trees from their embrace.** As when a leader 
gives over to the greedy conquerors the captured 
towers to plunder, scarce is the signal lieard, and the 
city is nowhere to be found ; tlicy drive and carrj’, 
take captive and strike down in fury unrestrained ; 
the din of battle was less loud. 

Two altars now of equal height liad tliey with like 
toil erected, one to the doleful sliades, the other to 
the gods above, when the low braying of tlje pipe 
with curved horn gave signal for lament, the pipe 
that by Phrj'gia’s mournful use was wont to escort 
the youthful dead. They say tliat Pelops ordained 
for infant shades this funeral rite and chant, to which 
Niobc, undone by the quivers twain, and dressed 
in mourning garb, brought the twelve urns to Si- 
pylus.* 

TJic Grecian leaders bear the funeral gifts and 
oflerings for the flame, each by his titles witne^ving 
to his r.acc’s honournhlc renowm ; long after, high 
upon the necks of voutlis chosen by tl»e prince from 

• 'riic mountain on which Niobc was cijanjml to ston^. 
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ipse fero clamorc torus, cinxcrc Lycurgum 130 
Lernaci proccrcs, genclriccm mollior ambit 
turba, ncc Hypsipyle rnro siibit ngminc ; valiant 
Inacliidac mcmorcs, sustcntant livida nati 
bracchia ct invcntac conccdunt plangcrc matri. 

, Illic infaustos ut primum cgressa pennies IS-"* 
Eurydice, nudo voeem dc pcctorc rumpit 
planctuquc et longis praefata uliilatibus infit : 

“ non hoc Argoltdum coetii circumdata mntrum 
speravi te, nate, scqul, ncc talSa demens 
fingebam votis annorum cicmcnta tuorum, 140 

nil saevu'm reputans ; etenim Ins in finibus aevi ' 
unde ego bella tibi Thebasque ignara timerem ? 
cui superum nostro committerc sanguine pugnas 
dulce ? quis hoc armis vovit scelus ? at tua nondum, 
Cadme, domus, nullus Tyrio grege plangitur infans, 
primitias egdmet lacrimarum et caedis acerbae 146 
ante tubas ferrumque tuli, dum deside cura 
credo sinus fidos altricis et ubera mando. 
quidnf ego ? narrabat servatum fraude parentem 
insontesque manus. en ! quam fcrale putemus 150 
abiurasse sacrum et Lemni gentilibus unam 
inmunem furiis, liaec ilia — et creditis ausae* !— 
haec pietate potens solis abiecit in arvis 
non regem dominumve, alienos impia partus, 
hoc tantum, silvaeque infamis tramite liquit, 155 
quern non anguis atrox — quid enim hac opus, ei mihf,' 
leti 

mole fuit ? — tantum caell violcntior aura 

» haec ilia ct . . . ausae Pa : ilia est . , . ausa L, ausae 
{wUh ausa est written over) Q. various conj. by edd., but the 
readiny o/sfss. seems' salisfaetory, 

" the Argives, descended from Inachiis. 
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all Ills host, amid vild clamour comes the bier. The 
L/crncan chieftains encircle Lycurgus, a female com- 
pany arc gathered about the queen, nor docs Hypsi- 
pylc go unattended : the Inacludac,® not unmindful, 
surround her close, her sons support her bruised 
anus, and sulTcr their new-found mother to lament. 

'n>crc, ns soon as Eurydlcc came forth from her 
ill-starred p.alacc, she bared her breast and cried 
aloud, and with beating of her bosom and prelude 
of long wailings thus began : “ I never thought, my 
son, to follow thee with this encompassing train of 
Argive matrons, nor thus did I picture in my foolish 
prayers thy infant years, nought cruel did I expect; 
whence at my life’s end should I have fear for thee 
from a Theban war, whereof I knew not ? What god 
has taken delight in joining battle with our race ? 
Who vowed this crime against our arms ? But thy 
house, O Cadmus, has not sufiered yet, no infant do 
Tyrian crowds lament. Tis I that have borne the 
first-fruits of grief and untimely death, before even 
trumpets brayed or sword was drawn, while in indolent 
neglect I put faith in his nurse’s bosom and entrusted 
to lier my babe to suckle. Why should I not ? She 
told a tale of the cunning rescue of her sire and her 
innocence. But look ! this woman, who alone, we 
must think, abjured the deadly deed she vowed, and 
alone of her race was free from the Lemnian mad- 
ness, this woman here — and ye believe her, after her 
daring deed ! — so strong in her devotion, cast away 
in desolate fields, no king or lord, but, impious one I 
another’s child, that is all! and left him on a path 
in an ill-famed wood, where not merely poisonous 
snake — what need, alas, of so huge a slayer? — but 
a strong tempest onlj', or a bough broken by the 
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impuUncquc nolo fro!ulc< cas^U'sqnf* VAlrrft 
cxnniinorc timor. noc vo*! Jnpr«iscrr liiclii 
orha nvco,* fixunj innlri Iiiniiolnniqnc nmncljAt ICO 
Imc nltrlce ncfns ; ntquin ct lil.indii^ nd lllon), 
onto, inngi*;, solnin !>n«;vc nlqtic niidirc vocnnlrrn, 
ignarusque nici : mdla cx t<* gntidin inntrl. 
ilia tuos qticsliis Incrttnososqttc impla risiH 
niuliit ct vocis dcccrp«5it imimmra prlmne. 1C"* 

ilia tibi gcnctrix semper, cliim vita mnnebat, 
nunc ego. sed miserac mild ncc punire potcslns 
sic meritam ! quid dona, duces, quid inanfa ferlis 
iusta rogis ? illnm — nil poscunl ninpllus uiubrae, — 
illnm, oro, cincri simut cxcisncqtjc parent! 1"0 

reddite, quacso, duces, per ego bacc pritnordia belli, 
cui peperi ; sic acqua gemant ndln funcra matres 
Ogygiae," stcrnit crincs Itcralque preenndo : 

** reddite, nec vero crudcicm nvidantqtic vocate 
sanguinis: occumbam paritcr, dum vulnerc iusto 175 
exsaturata oculos, unum impellnmur in ignem.” 
talta vociferans alia de parte gementem 
Hypsipj'len— -neque enim ilia comas nec pectora 
servat — 

agnovit longe, et socium indignata dolorem : 

*' hoc saltern, o proceres, tuque o, cui pignora no'itri 
proturbata tori, probibete, auferte supremis 181 
in\isam exsequiis. quid se funcsta parent! 
miscet et in nostris spectotur et ipsa ruinis ? ® 183 

^ aveo MueJUr : habeo P (with h erastd) { habeo w, wliich 
Jt/otz would defend by parallel of Varro, U. R. I. 1. Q, ut id 
milii liabeam curare roges. 

* There is some confusion in the iiss. here ; the reading in 
the text is that of P, except thoit P omits auferte (t. 181) and 
reads invitam (i. 182). The other uss. read pignore nostro 
partus honos proliibete nefas auferte (nefas om, in QN), cf. 
ii. 172, xii. 84. Also, 1. 182 quid ws quia P. funesta w; 
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wind, or groundless fright could have availed to 
cause his death ! Nor you would I accuse in my 
stricken grief ; unalterable and sure came this curse 
upon the mother, at this nurse’s hands. Yet her 
didst thou favour more, my son, her only didst thou 
know and heard when she called thee ; me thou 
knewest not, no joy had thy mother of thee. But 
she, the fiend ! she heard thy cries and thy laughter 
mixt with tears, and caught the accents of tliy 
earliest speech. She w'as ever thy mother, w’hile life 
remained to thee, I only now’. But woe is me ! tliat 
I cannot punish lier for her crime ! \Vhy bring ye 
these gifts, ye chieftains, to the pyre, why these 
empty rites ? Herself, I beg — no more does his 
shade demand — herself, I pray you, offer, both to 
the dead and to the ruined parent, I beseech you by 
this first bloodshed of the war, for which I bore him ; 
so may the Ogyglan mothers have deaths to mourn 
as sad as mine ! " She tears i)er liair and repeats 
her supplication : “ Ay, give her up, nor call me 
cruel or greedy of blood ; I will die likewise, so be 
it that, mj’ eyes full-sated by her just deatli, w’e 
fall upon the selfsame fire.” Tims loudly crying she 
beheld elsewhere afar Hypsipylc lamenting — for slic 
too spares nor hair nor bosom — and ill brooking a 
partner in her w’oe : *' This at least prevent, O 
princes, and thou for whom the child of our own bed 
has been flung to ruin ; remove that hated woman 
from the funeral rites ! Why does she offend his 
jollier with her accursed presence, and show herself 
fcciiSc I\ L. 183 P omit! et. After 1. 183 come the lines i 
cui lueet complexa such? dlxilque rej^ente 
conciait, abruptlsquc obmutuit ore qucrrlis, 
only in DQyS (eit atque D. dixltque alio in P mary.). 
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sic ait abruptisque Immutuit ore querellis : 185 

non seen? ac primo fraudatum lacte iuvencum, 
cui trepidae vires ct solus ab ubere sanguis, 
seu fera seu duras avexit pastor ad ar.as ; 
nunc vallem spoliata parens, nunc flumina questu, 
nunc armenta movet vacuosque interrogat agros ; 190 
tunc piget ire domum, maestoque novissima campo 
exit et oppositas impasta avertitur herbas, 
t At genitor sceptrique decus cultusque Tonantis 
inicit’ipse rogis, tergoque et pectore fusam 
caesariem ferro minuit sectisque iacentis 195 

obnubit tenuia ora comis, ac talia fletu- 
verba pio raiscens : “alio tibi, perfide, pacto, 
luppiter, hunc crinem voti reus ante dicaram, 
si pariter virides nati libare dedisses ' 
ad tua tcmpla genas, sed non ratus ore sneerdos, 200 
damnataeque preces : ferat haec, quae dignior, 
umbra.” ' . ” : . 

iam face subiecta primis in frondibus ignis ' 
exclamat,^ labor insanos arcere parentes. 

Stant iussi Danaum atque obtentis eminus nrmis 
prospcctu visus interclusere nefasto, 205 

ditantur flammae ; non umquam opulentior illic 
ante cinis : crepitant gemmae, atque immune liquescit 
argentum, et pictis exsudat vestibus aurum ; 

* exclamat Pw j evclaraant Daehr«ns, i.«, parentes. 


• *• genas," here “cheeks,*’ that would be In the flush of 
manhood; “viridU” oncns=‘*in Ihe prime of age." 
The clause “si dedisses” Is not the protasis to “dicaram,” 
but expresses the content of the vow, i.e. implies on ellipse : 
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thus in my day of ruin ? ** Tims spake she and fell 
silent, and her complainings ceased. Even so when 
a vild beast has seized or shepherd borne away to 
the cruel shrine a bullock cheated of its first milk, 
whose strength is yet but frail and whose vigour is 
drawm but from the udder, the despoiled mother 
stirs now the valley, now the streams, now the herds 
Nvith her meanings, and questions the empty meads ; 
then it irks her to go home, and she leaves the 
desolate fields the last of all, and turns unfed from 
the herbage spread before her. 

But the father hurls with his own hand upon the 
P 3 TC his glorious sceptre and the emblems of the 
Thunderer, and wth the sword cuts short the hair 
that fell o'er back and breast, and with the shorn 
tresses covers the frail features of the infant where 
he lies, and mingles with tender tears such words as 
these : " Far other>rise, treacherous Jupiter, did I 
once consecrate these locks to thee, and held me to 
my vow, shouldst thou have granted me to offer 
therewith my son's ripe manhood at thy shrine ; “ 
but the priest confirmed it not, and my prayer was 
lost ; let his shade, then, who is w’ortluer, receive 
them ! ” Already the torch is set to the pyre, and 
the flame crackles in the lowest branches ; hard is 
it to restrain the frenzied parents. Danaans are 
hidden stand and >vith barrier raised of weapons 
shut out afar from their vision the awful scene. The 
fire is richly fed : never before w’as so sumptuous a 
blaze ; precious stones crack, huge streams of molten 
silver run, and gold oozes from out the embroidered 

“ I had, previously, promised (that I would give you the 
lock) If you should have, etc.’* “ dicaram ” is not “ vivid ” 
for “ dicassem ” ; c/. vi. 609*610. 
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nrc non punrnr^nint ri)I)ora 5ticl*, 

pnllontI(|ur croco slrldrnt nnlcntla' tiicIU, 210 
?ip«ntrtfitc.‘*cjiif jfirm jmtrnir vcr^cintnr rt nfrl 
pnnpinnls ct rnpll ^rntK^Inta ryintilA IacIh. 

(iinr .sc]>tcrn ntiinfro tiinna*i-— crntcntM uh!(|ur 
stirpit cqiics — vcrsh (hiciint Irwlpfjfhti'i 
Grn^lIgcnfte rr^c<, histrnntqiir t\ more slnfitro 215 
tirbc mpurn ot ^lntltc^8 Inolinnnt pnlvrrc flnmma'. 
ter ciirvos epere finiiH, inlt^nquc teKs 
tcln fonnnt, qtintcr iiorrcmliirn prpulerr fragorem 
nrrnn, quntcr jnolh-in fiittiiilnnitn brnct'lila ]>janctnm4 
seininnmios niter pccutIt•^ ^pl^lnfin(|Ile /pm’s 22V 
nccipit nmicnln ; Iiic liieUts nhoUTC novlqne 
funcris nuspiciiini vatr.*:, quninquntn otnlnn sentit 
vern, iubet : <lcNtri gyro ct vjbrantlbu'? bjwtis 
line redciint, rn])tuinqiic suls libninen nb arniis 
quisque iacit> scu frcim libct sett einpiiln flommls 225 
mergere seu incolum summne sen encsidis umbrnm. 
[multa gemunt extra rnuci's concentibus ngri, 
ct lituis aures clrciim piilsnntur nrutis. 
terretur clamore nemus : sic Murlia velliint 
signa tubae, nondum ira calet, nec sanguine femim 
inrubuit, primus bellorum comitur ille 231 

vultus, honoris opus®: stat ndhuc incertus in alta 
nube, quibus sese Movers indulgent nrmis ®] 

* ardentia P« s armentia iV^I, lynielia If tnarg., vhenee 
Garrod conj. hymetia (ir/tA ard written over) aa reading of 
archetype. 

’ honoris opus P3Q : horrisono ^(jiot ^con«inp). 

® Lines 227-233 are only found in Q, the margin of B hy 
a late hand, and K, and are probably spurious. 
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raiment ; the houglis arc fattened witli Assyrian 
juices, pale snfiVon drops hissing in tlie burning 
lioney ; foaming bowls of wine arc outpoured, and 
beakers of black blood and pleasant milk yet warm 
from the udder,® Then squadrons seven in number 
— a hundred tall kniglits In each — led by the Greek- 
born kings themselves with arms reversed, circling 
leftward in due manner purify the pyre, and quell 
\rith their dust the shooting flames. 'JHirice accom- 
plished they their wheeling course, then vith re- 
sounding clash of arms on arms four times ** their 
weapons gave forth a terrible din, four times the 
handmaids beat their breasts In womanly lament. 
The other fire receives half-dead animals and beasts 
yet living ,* liere the prophet bids tliem cease their 
wailing, ominous of fresh disaster, altliough he knows 
the signs are true ; rightward they wheel and so 
return with quivering spears, and each throws some 
offering snatclied from his own armour, be it rein or 
belt he is pleased to plunge into the flames, or 
javelin or helmet’s shady crest. [Around, the country- 
side is filled with the hoarse cries of wailing, and 
piercing trumpets rend the ear. Loud shouts affright 
the groves ; even so do the bugles tear the Martian 
standards from the ground, wliile anger still is cool, 
and the sword unreddened with blood, and the first 
face of battle is made fair and glorious : high on a cloud 
stands Mavors, uncertain yet which host to favour.} 

“ “rapto,” suggested by PhilUmore and E. H. Alton, is 
perhaps to be preferred here : “ most pleasing to the lost 
ont” cf. Silv. ii. 1. 208. 

,, ® It is not clear whether “quater” is meant to apply to 

sonant *’ as well as “ pepulere,” or why. If they clashed 
thrice, the noise was heard four times. 
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I'in!** rrftl» Ift-wtKqiift putrr^ Iflm ^^tlIr^!Irr 
Jn cincrm ; In^tnnt ftnnmili multfvjur vopmtnt 535 
inibre n>pjn), jhxUo #Jnnrc cum mJr hhfrrt 
mljatJ’iH ; serfs vit rr^ssll ctira tcnrbrji. 
n)‘-cn!n Inru iiovirs rnclo dlnihcrnt nsjr.i 
I.ticifcr «'t toUdcni X*titiAc prflfscnprnt it'nc.i 
intJlntu noclimiijs t-qiio, ru*<* rofiscla fitlltl 510 

M’drrn ct nitomo dcprmdttur iititis Iti nrttt ; 
tnirum, ojnis ndcelernsvc innniisi : slat satca inoU-s, 
tcinpitnn Ingcrts cineri, rcrnniq»r fnicius >n lll.i 
cirdo docet cnsn«i * i<>ssh )dc fluinlim inoristrnt 
llypsipylc Dnnnis, Iilc reptnt dpbllls lnfrtrjs, 515 
Jnc facet, cxtrctimm titintdi cirrunj n.spcrat orhrm 
squarneus ; cxspectcs iiiorientis nb ore crttentn 
slblla, marmorca sic volviliir nnjruU in bastn. 

Ian)quc avidum pugna^i viscndl sulgus inemics 
fama vocat ; cunctN ands ac niocnibiis adsnnt 550 
cxciU ; ilH ctinni, quts belli incognitiis liorror, 
quos cfTcta dornl,'q«os pHma rcliquerat actas, 
conveniunt : non atit Ep)»yraeo i»i lilorc lanta 
umquam nut OenomnI frcmucrunt nginina circo. 

ColUbus incurvis viridique obscssii corona 255 
valh's in anipfexu nemoruni sedet ; ?i/sp»da circum 
stant iuga, et obiectus geminis umbonibus agger 
campum exire vetat, longo quern tramite planum 
gramineae frontes^ sinuataque caespite sivo 
mollia non subitis augent fnstigia clivds. 260 

^ adcelerasse nianusPcn: adcelerante manu 2). 

* frontes P s frondw w. 


« t.f., they are quite aware that the morning and evening 
stars are really the same. 

7B 



TurnAin, vi. 

Tlir rnfl wa*- cninr. nnil wc.in* Nlnlcibcr wns pink- 
inp nnn- In crumMinp a^li ; llicy nllack the flnmcs 
and dro«-»r the pyrr Mith plrnlcoiis ivntrr, till >\ith 
the ‘cHinp Min tlicir toils were finlslicd ; Pcarcc did 
tlicir lalwnr jirld In the l.ilc*cominp sliadon?. And 
now nine times had I.ticifcr clia«cd the deny stars 
from hca\cn. and as often chanped his steed and 
niphlly hcraldrtl the lunar fires — yet he deceives 
not the mn'cious stars, Inil is found the same in 
his nltcmalc ri'inp^ ; • *lis niancllous how the work 
has sped ! there sInruK n marhlc pile, a miglity 
temple In the departed shade, vhcrc a row of 
sculptured scenes tells all Ids story : here Ilypsipylc 
shows the river to the weary Danai, here crawls the 
tinliappy hnhc, here lies he, while the scaly snake 
VTithes anpry ccills around the hillock s end ; one 
^'ollld think to hear the dying hisses of Ids blood- 
stained mouth, so twines the scrj>cnt about the 
niarblc spear. 

And now Humour is summoning a multitude eager 
to behold the unarmed battles ; called forth from 
every field and city they come ; they also gather 
together, to >\lioni the horror of war is yet unknomi, 
and they who through weary age or infant years 
had stayed behind ; never were such clamouring 
throngs on the strand of Ephyre or in the circus of 
Oenomaus.^ 

Set in a green ring of curving hills and embraced 
by woodland lies a vale ; rough ridges stand about 
it, and tlic twin summits of a muijnd make a barrier 
and forbid issue from the plain, which running long 
and level rises with gentle slope to grassy brows and 
winding heights soft with living turf. There in dense 
• i.e., at the Isthmian or Olympian games. 
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lIHr confrrll, Intn >«»lr nnlt, 

hrllntrlt ^cdrrr rolion ; Ui! tnirjvjrr niWlo 
n»rt/r/ murtrmfri t 

(Inlcr t.Trillfjijr IiivaI fidurt.t hrlli. 
ccntunt ll»l nfprnntr’i, Arnirntl rulnirn, tAtjrrn r<V5 
Iciitn nmtr (rn)itint ; Itlrrn niinifni<«)np r»il(trf|ue 
nintribut Pt nnndum liitiAtii fronlc Itivrncl^ 

Ivxin nin^^mnlmtiiti nnllqtiA p.irrnltim 
Inveliitiir) }n{ri< in viiUtim nninmtA ii;'nr{<. 
primus AfibelAuicm ilum Tii^'nthlu* nn^rni S70 
prctoris nttritu sua rrnnglt in ossa lenncni. 
iinud ilium impn^ fdn qimnuds rt in Acre .suumqtic 
InAchidac sidcrc <iccus. j>Ater online iiincto 
IncveJs liArundlnAc rccul)Ans super nf^f^erc rjp.ic 
ccrnilnr cmissacquc Indidpcns innehus iintnc. 275 
lo post tcrgiim, iam pronn dolorquc parentis, 
spcctat inocciduis stellntum s'l'sibus Argnm. 
nst illam mclior Pliarlis crcxcrat nrvls 
luppitcr atquc liospcs iam tune Aurora eolebat. 
Tantalus indc parens, non qui fallcntibus undis 2S0 
" *’ '* nera silvac, 

Tonantls. 

4 ’ ^ ndit 

lora Pclops, prensatquc rotns auriffn ji.it/tntcs 
Alyrtilos et volucri iam iamque relinquitur axe. 285 
ct gravis Acrisius speciesque horrenda Coroebi 
et Danae culpata sinus, et in amne reperto 


“ i.e., with horns. 

* t.e., on all fours. Statius appears to mean that there 
were two representations of lo, one of Iier as a heifer, and 
one of her in Egs^pt. when Jupiter '‘had raised her erect 
again.” 

® i.e., the East. 

** Pelops was a favourite of Poseidon, c/. Pindar, 01. i. 39. 
SO 
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crowds, while the fields were still rosy in the da^^Tl, 
the warrior company took their scats ; there the 
heroes delight to reckon the number of the motley 
multitude, and scan the faces and the dress of their 
fellows, and they feci the glad confidence of a mighty 
host. Thither they drag a hundred black bulls, the 
strength of the herd, slow-paced and straining ; as 
many cows of similar hue, and bullocks with fore* 
heads not yet cresccnt-crowned.® 

Then the ancient line of great-hearted sires is 
borne along, in images marvellously fashioned to a 
living likeness. First the Tiryntbian crushes the 
gasping lion against the strong pressure of his breast 
and breaks it upon his own bones ; him the inaebidae 
behold not without terror, though he be in bronze 
and their own famous hero. Next in order is seen 
father Inachus reclining leftward on the mound of 
a reedy bank and letting the streaming xirn flow 
free. lo, already prone ^ and the sorrow of her sire, 
secs behind her back Argus starred w’ith eyes that 
know no setting. But kindlier Jupiter had raised 
her erect in the Pharian fields, and already was 
Aurora® giving her gr.acious W’clcomc. Then father 
Tantalus, not he ■who hangs above the deceiving 
waters and snatches the empty wind of the elusive 
branch, but the great Tliunderer's god-fearing guest 
is borne along. Elsewlierc triumphant in his car 
Pelops handles the reins of Neptune,** and Myrtilos 
the charioteer grasps at the bounding wljccls, as the 
SAvift axle leaves him far and farther behind. Grave 
Acrisius too and the dread likeness of Coroebus and 
Danae’s guilty bosom, and Am}Tnone* in sadness 
• A daiiplitcr of Danaus, to whom Poseidon sko'J'rd * 
spring at I^crna in time of drought, and ravisheu her there. 
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Iri'.tis AmymnnCi pan'oqiic Alcmcnn siipcrbit 
Ilcrculc, tcrpcmina crincm circumflnta hitm. 
hingiint tlNcordcs Inimica in foetlcra clcxlras 200 
Bclidnc fratrcs ; sc<l vultii mUior ntUtat 
Acgj'ptus, Dnnni mnniTestnm ncl^no^ccrc ficlo 
ore notns pacisquc mnlac noctisqiic futurac. 
millc dcin'nc species, t.andcm sntinta voluplas 
pracstanlcsqiic viros vocat n<l sua pracmia virtus. 205 

Primus sudor cquis. dicinclyta, Phoebe, regentum 
nomina, die ipsos ; neque cnim gencrosior umquam 
alipedum coninta acics, ecu praepctc cursu 
coiifligant densae volucres aut lilore in uno 
Aeolus insanis stntuat certnmina ventis. 300 

Ducitur ante omnis rutilac manifestus Arion 
igne iubae. Neptunus cquo, si certa priorum 
fama, pater ; primus tencri^ laesissc lupatis 
ora et Jitoroo domitasse in puh'erc fertur, 
verberibus pareens ; ctenim insatiatus eundi 305 
ardor et hibemo par inconstantia panto, 
saepe per Ionium Libycumque natantibus ire 
interiunctus equis omnesque adsuerat in ores 
caeruleum deferre patrem ; stupuere relicta 
Nubila, certantes Eurique Notique sequuntur, 310 
nec minor in terns bella Euij’sthea gerentem 
Amphitrj'oniaden alto per gramina sulco 
duxerat, ilU etiam ferus indocilisque teneri. 
mox divum dono regis dignatus Adrasti 
imperia et multum mediis mansueverat annis. 315 
tunc rector genero Polynici indulget agendum 
* teneri Garrod ; tencris Pu, 

• Because of the night of threefold length in which Hercules 
was begotten. 

* The suitors of the Danaids, sons of Aegyptus, who was 
son of Belus, as was also Panaus ; c/. iv. 133. 
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by the flrcnm flic nnd Alcmena proufl of tlic 

infant llrrrtilc^, n thrccfohl moon® n1»o«l licr Iiair 
TJjc of ^ join their di^cnrtlant riplit Iiatuls 
in n plcdRo of enmity, hut Aepyptus wiih milder 
look stands near ; ca’ty it to mark on tlic feigned 
coiintcnance of Danatis the J^igiK of n treacherous 
peace and of the coming night, llicn follow shapes 
innumcr.nhlc. At length ple.asurc is sated, and 
prowess summons the foremost licrocs to its own 
rewnnU. 

Virsl came the sweat of steeds. Tell, O Phoebus, 
the drivers’ famotjs names, tell of the steeds them- 
selves ; for never did nobler array of wing-footed 
coursers meet in conflict : even ns serried ranks of 
birds compete in swift course or on a single shore 
Aeolus appoints a contest for the wild winds. 

Before the rest Arion, marked by his mane of fiery 
red, is led forth. Neptune, if the fame of olden 
time be true, was his sire ; he first is said to have 
hurt his young moijth with the bit and tamed him 
on the sand of the sca-'shore, sparing the lash ; for 
insatiable was his eagerness to run, and he was 
capricious as n winter sea. Oft was he wont to go 
in harness with tlie steeds of ocean through tlie 
pbyan or Ionian deep, and bring his dark-blue sire 
in safety to every shore ; the storm-clouds marvelled 
to be outstripped, and East and South winds strive 
and are left behind. Nor less s^riftly on land had lie 
borne Amphitryon’s son, when he waged Eurystheus’ 
Wars, in deep-pressed furrows o’er the mead, fierce 
to him also and impatient of control. Soon by the 
gods’ bounty he was deemed worthy to have Adrastus 
for his lord, and meanwhile had grow far gentler. 
On that day the chieftain allows him to be driven 
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qundriingi. nmcll cunctcw, ct forte propinquo 370 
constltcrnnt Atlfnrtui cl AinpMnrniM In nr^o. 
tune &ccuin : ** quUnnin hie dtUM,* fldh'sliun I’hocbl 
nondnn, comndsil dcu<i In dhcrlmlnn rrge? ? 
ninbo ])H enrique nnilKt ; ticqumin Ipic priofcrn 
diccrc. I*cllnch hie cum fnmulnrrr In nnh— 375 
sic lovls imperin ct nlgmc xolucrc Sororcs — 
turn dnbnt ftinuilo nee me senllre minurctn 
nusus ; nt hie tri])odum cotitcs ct pitio Artin nbtninu«i 
Actbcriac. potior mcritis tamen ille, sed huius 
cxtreinn inm flta coin ; dntiir ordo senectne 3S0 
Admeto scrumque mori ; tibi mdlo supersunt 
gaudia, nam Tlicbac IuxIa ct tenebrosn vorngo. 
scis miser, et nostrnc pridem cccincrc volucres.” 
dixit, et os flctu pacne inviolnblle tinctus 
extemplo Nemcen radmntc per ocra snllu 395 

ocior ct patrio venit igne suisqttc sagittis. 
ipse olim in terris, cnclo vestigia durant, 
claraque per zei)hyros ctianmum semitn lucet. 

Et iam sortitus Protlious versarnt nena 
casside, iamque locus cuique est et liminis ordo. 300 
terrarum decora ampla viri, decora aequa iugales, 
divum utrumque genus, slant uno margine clausi 
spesque audaxque una metus et fiducia pallens. 
nil fixum cordi : pugnant exire paventque, 
concurrit summos animosum frigus in artus. 395 

» duos w : duo P (c/. KloU ad loc. and Ilousman, Manil. 
i. 792). 
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spectacle of A four-horsed cl>ariot-rncc. He reco^- 
nixes nil, and hy chance Adincltis and Amphiaraus 
had taken their stand in a field hard by. 'fljcn to 
himself he sj)akc : “ What god lias set those two 
princes, Phoebus* most loyal names, in mutual 
rivalry? Both arc devoted to me, and both arc dear; 
nor could I say which holds first place. The one, 
''hen I served ns thrall on Pclian ground — such was 
Jove’s command, so the dark Sisters willed — burnt 
incense to his slave, nor dared to deem me his in- 
ferior. The other is the companion of the tripods 
and the devout pupil of the wisdom of the air : and 
though the first has preference by his deserts, yet 
the other’s thread is near its distaff’s end. For 
Admetus is old age ordained, and a late death ; to 
thee no joys remain, for Thebes awaits thee and the 
dark gulf. Thou kno'vcst It, unhappy one ; long 
since liave my own birds sung thy doom.” He spoke, 
and tears bedewed the face that scarce any sorrow 
may profane ; then straightway came he t^ Nemea, 
hounding radiant through the air, swifter than his 
father’s fire and lus own shafts. Long had he reached 
the earth, yet still his tr.acks remain in heaven, and 
still athwart the zepliyrs his patli gleams bright. 

And now Prothous had shaken the lots in a brazen 
helmet, and each had his place and order at the 
starting. The heroes, each his country’s glorious 
boast, and the coursers, a match to them in glory, 
all alike of blood divine, stand penned by the one 
barrier, hopeful, daring yet fearful, anxious yet con- 
fident. All is confusion in their hearts ; they strive, 
yet are afraid, to be gone, and a tlirill of courage 
mixt with dread runs through them to the ex- 
tremities of their limbs. The steeds are as ardent 
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Scnscrat adductis ftlium pracsagvis Arion 
stare ducem loris, dirumquc cxpavcrnt insons 425 
Oedlpodioniden ; Jam illinc a limine discors 
iratusque oneri solito' tniculcntior ardet. 

Inacludac crcdunt acccnsum laudibus ; illc 
aurigam fugit, aurigae furialc minatur 
effenis, ct campo dominum circumspicit omni. 430 
ante tamen cunctos scquitur longeque secundus 
Amphiaraus agit, quern Thessalus aequat eundo 
Admetus : iuxta gcmini, nunc Euneos ante 
et nunc ante Tlioas, cedunt vincuntque, nec umquam 
ambitiosa pios conlldit gloria fratres. 435 

postremum discrimen erant CJiromis asper et asper 
Hippodamus, non arte rudes, sed mole tenentur 
cornipcdum ; prior Hippodamus fert ora sequentum, 
fert gemitus multaque umeros incenditur aura, 
speravit flexae circum compendia metae 440 

interius ductis Phoebeius augur babenis 
anticipasse viam ; nec non et Tbessalus heros 
spe propiore calet, dum non cohibente magistro 
spargitur in gyros dexterque exerrat Arion. 
iam prior Oeclides et iam non tertius ibat 445 

Admetus, laxo cum tandem ambo® orbe reductus 
aequoreus sonipes premit evaditque parumper 
gavisos i subit astra fragor, caelumque tremiscit, 
omniaque excusso patuere sedilia vulgo. 
sed nec lora regit nec verbera pallidus audet 450 
Labdaeides ; lassa veluti ratione magister 

[ ^ solilo PS j insolHo w. 

* amho Alton (Cl. Quart, xrii. 175); ab Pu: ex or et ah 
late iiss . ; Klotz conj. ambaj^. 

* Of, as he was son of Neptune, “ prescient,” “ jnspired.” 

” Insons ”t the guilty mortal makes the guiltless horse afraid. 

* Polynicesj Ihepatronymicmerelyindicatesdescent, 
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By instinct* liatl Arlon guessed that anotlicr driver 
tood grasping the reins, and feared, innoeent ns Jjc 
vas, the dire son of Oedipus j from the verj' start he 
ages more fiercely than his wont, fretting angrily 
igainst his burden. The sons of Inachus think liim 
Ircd by praises, but it is the charioteer that he is 
lying, tile cliariotecr that he threatens in maddened 
*ury, and he looks round for his lord on all the plain. 
\mphiaraus follows him, yet far before the rest and 
jy a long space second, and level with him runs 
riiessalian Admetus ; the twins are together, now 
Euneos to the fore, now Tlioas, and in turn give 
ground and go ahead, nor ever does ambitious love 
of glory set at variance the devoted brothers. Last 
of all fierce Chromis and fierce Hippodamus contend, 
not lacking skill, but the weight of their coursers 
retards them ; . ’ • 1 . f ’ 'V-y .• 

ing breath of i • " • * ..'.‘s'’, 

wind upon his si • .* • : . 

by drawing tight his rein and turning close around 
the goal to gain first place ; and tlie Tliessallan hero 
too feels hope glow nearer, while Arion, defying 
control, dashes here and there in circles and strays 
rightward from the course. Already Oeclides was 
in front and Admetus no longer third, when the 
sea-born steed, at last brought back from his wide 
circuit, overtakes and passes both, their triumph but 
short-lived ; a loud crash rises to the sky, and heaven 
trembles, and all the seats flashed bare, as the crowd 
sprang to their feet. But the son of Labdacus ^ in 
pale anxiety neither handles the rein nor dares the 
lash : just as a steersman, his skill exhausted, rushes 
as later 1 . 467 , where he is calied “ son of Echion,” one of 
the founders of Thebes. 
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in fiiictu'!, in snxn niit nrc Imn Amjiltui aslra 
rcspicit ct vicUm proicdt cnsilju^ nrtcni, 
llursiis prneclpllcs In rcdrt nc dcvla caiiipl 
obltqnnnt tendnntquc vln^, iteruni nxibui nxc^ 4^5 
inflicU, rndiicquc roUc ; pax nulla fidcsquc : 
bclla geri fcrro bella borrida crcda.^ ; 

is furor in laudcs, trepidant inortcinquc niiiiantur, 
multaquo transversis praestringitur ungula catnpis. 
nec iani snnicuint stiniiilif non verbera, voce 
nomintbusqiic dent I’holocn Admetus ct Irin 
funinntcniquc Tboen, rapuliim Danncius augur 
Asebeton increpilans mcritiiniquc voentniln Cygnum. 
audit ct Hcrculcum Strymon Cbromin, Huneon audit 
igneus Actbioii ; tardumquc Cydonn lacesslt 
Hippodnmus, yarwmquc TJtons rogat ire Podarccn. 
solus Ecliionides errante silenlia curru 
maestn tenet trepidaque timet se voce fatcri. 

Vixdum coeptus equis labor, ct iam pulvcrc quarto 
enmpum ineunt, lamque ct tepidis sudoribus artus 470 
effell, et crassum rapit cieclatque vaporem 
cornipedum flammnta sitis, nec iam integer illis 
impetus, et longi suspcnduiit ilia flatus, 
hie anceps Fortune diu decemere primum 
ausa venit. ruit, Haemonium diim fervidus instat 476 
Admetum superare, Thoas, nec pertuHt* ullnm 
frater opem. velit ille quidem, sed Martius ante 
obstitit Hippodamus mediasque immisit Jiabenas. 
mox Chromis Hippodamum metae interioris ad orbem 
viribus Herculeis et foto robore patris 4S0 

axe tenet prenso, luctantur abire iugales 

* pertulit Baehrent : praetubt Pu. 
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upon unvcs nntl rocks nlikc,nor nny more consults llic 
stars, but fling:s Ms bafbccl nrt to the mercy of clmncc. 

Again at headlong speed they swcrs'c right-liandcd 
from tlic track into the plain, and strive to keep their 
course, and again comes the shock of axle on axle, 
wheel on wheel-spokes j no truce is tlicrc, nor keep- 
ing faith ; a lighter task, one would think, were war, 
savage war, and bloodshed, such furious will to victor)’ 
is theirs, such fear and threats of death ; and many 
a hoof is struck ns it runs cross>sise o’er the plain. 
Neither goads nor lashes now sufTicc, but with shout 
of name docs Admetus urge Iris and Pholoe and 
steaming TholS and the Danaan augur chide fleet 
Aschetos and Cygnus well so-called. Strymon too 
hears Chromis, son of Hercules, and fiery Aetlnon 
Euncos; Hippodamus provokes slow Cydon, Thoas 
entreats piebald Podarccs to greater speed. Only 
Echion’s son keeps gloomy silence In his erring car, 
and fears to confess his plight by cries of alarm. 

Scarce was the real struggle of the steeds begun, 
and yet now they are entering the fotirth dusty lap, 
land now’ steaming sweat is pouring from their ex- 
hausted limbs, and fiery thirst heaves and gasps forth 
the thick breath of the hom-footed steeds ; and now’ 

: o „ , . t .1 • r 1 ,1.1-. 

. . . i . . ■ I , . . . 'e 

pressing madly on to pass Haemonian Admetus, falls, 
nor does his brother aid him ; fain w’ould he, but 
Martian Hippodamus forestalled him and drove his 
team between them. Next Chromis by Herculean 
vigour and all his father’s strength holds Hippodamus 
with .axles interlocked, as he wheels inside Iiim past 
the goal ; in vain the steeds struggle to get free, 
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ncqulqimm freno-squc cl collft rlpcntln tcndunt. 
ut Siculas si qunnrto riitc< tenet nc-^tus ct Ingem 
mister ngit, medio stunt veto ttimcnll.i ponlo. 
tunc Ipsum frnclo ciirni deturlmt, ct H’set *<55 

ante Chromis ; set! 'riiraccs cqui iit vltlcrc lacentcm 
Ilippodamum, redft Ilia fames, famianiquc (renicntem 
partiti furils, nl frena ipsosque frcmenlcs 
oblitus palmac retro Tir)*ntl>ius licros 
torsisset victusque ct conlaudatus nbl«ct. <00 

At tibi promissos iamdtidum Phoebus bonores, 
Amphiarac, cuplt. tandem ratus npln favor! 
tempera pulvcrcl venit in spatia Iiorrlda circi, 
cum iam in fine vlac, cl summum victoria nutat ; 
anguicomam monstrl cfligicm, saevlssima visu <05 
ora, movet sivc illc Ercbo seu finxU in nstus' 
teraporis, innumcra certe formidinc cuUum 
tollit in astra nefas. non illud janitor atrac 
impavidus Lethes, non ipsae liorrore sine alto 
Eumenides vidisse queant, turbasset euntes 500 
Solis equos Martisque iugum. nam flavus Arion 
ut vidit, saliere iubae, atqae ercctus in armos 
stat sociumque iugi comitesque utrimque laboris 
secum alte suspendit equos. rult ilicet exsul 
Aonius nexusque diu per terga volutus 505 

exuit ; abripitur longe moderamine liber 
currus j at hunc putri praeter tellure iacentein 
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and strain tlicir sinewy necks and bridles. As when 
tbc tide Iiolds fn'il Sicilian craft and a stron;^ South 
wind impels them, the swelling sails stand motionless 
in mid-sea. Then Chromis hurls his rival from the 
shattered car, and had sped on the foremost, but 
when the Thracian horses saw Ilippodamus lying on 
the ground, that aw ful hunger comes back upon them, 
and already had they sljared in their mad lust his 
trembling frame, had not thcTirynthlan hero, forget- 
ful of victory, taken their bridles and dragged away 
the neighing steeds, and left the field vanquished 
but praised of all. 

But Phoebus liath long desired for thee, Amphi- 
araus, thy promised honours. At last, deeming the 
moment fit to show thee favour, he \isits the grim 
spaces of the dusty course, when now tlie race is 
nearing its end, anS for the last time victory hovers 
doubtful ; a snake-tressed monstrous phantom, of 
visage terrible to bcbold, whether he wrought it in 
Erebus or for the cunning purpose of the moment, 
certainly endowed with countless terrors — this horrid 
plague he raises to the .world above. The guardian 
of dusky Lethe could not liave beheld it unterrified, 
nor the Eumenides themselves without a deep thrill 
of fear, it would have overturned the horses of the 
sun in mid-career, and tlie team of Mars. When 
golden Arion saw it, his mane leapt up erect, and 
he halts with upreared shoulders and holds high 
suspended his yoke-fellow and the steeds that shared 
his toil on either side. Straightway the Aonian exile 
is flung backw'ard head-over-lieels ; he drops the 
reins, and the chariot, freed from restraint, dashes 
far away. But past him as he lies on the crumbling 
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Tncnnril cumi< cl Tlir«fllu« nxU rt lirro^ 

Lcmnitis oMiqiin, qunntiini vitnrc dnbntttr, 
trnnsabicrc fugn. tamlcm caliglnp mcrsum CIO 
crigit ndcttrMi comituiii caput ncgrnquc tnllit 
membra solo, ct 5occro redit !tnud ^peratus Adrnsto. 

Quis mortis, Thcbanc, locus, nUi dura negasset 
Tisiphonc, quantum potcras dimittcrc bcllum ? 
tc Thebe fraterque palnm, Ic plangcrct Argos, CIS 
tc Ncn>ec, llbl Lema comas l^rlssaque supplex 
poneret, Arelieniorl ninlor colercrc scpulero. 

Turn vero Occlules, qunmqunm lam certa scqucntl 
praemla, cum vacuus domino prior irct' Arion, 
ardet ndhuc ctipicns vcl Inancm vincerc currum. C20 
dat vires rcfovctquc dcus ; vo)at ocior euro, 
ecu modo carccribus dimissus In nr\'a soliitls, 
verberibusque iubas ct terga laccssit habcnls 
increpitans Cacrumque Icvcm Cygnumque nivalcm. 
nunc saltern, dum nemo prior, rapit igneus orbes 525 
axis, ct efTusae longc sparguntur hnrenac. 
dat gemitum tellus ct iam tunc saeva minatur. 
forsitan et victo prior isset Arione Cygnus, 
sed vetat aequoreus \inci pater : bine rice iusta 
gloria mansit equo, cessit victoria vati. 530 

huic pretium palmae gemini cratera ferebant 
Herculeum iuvenes ; ilium Tirynthius olim 
ferre manu sola spumantemque ore supino 
vertere, seu monstri victor seu Marte, solebat. 

^ prior iret Muellers praeiret Put domitore praelrcl 
Unger, cf. u. 551. 

• Amphiaraus, Admetus, and Thoas. 
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cnrlli s^^cop tlic Tncnari.nn c.ir nnd tljc TIic'>‘5nHan 
nxlc nnd tlic Lrmninn hero,® nnd just nvoid him by 
SA\cr\inp in their flight. IHs friends rush up, nnd at 
last he lifts his dnzed he.nd nnd reeling limbs from the 
ground, nnd returns, sc.arcc liopcd for by his fatlicr- 
in-law Adr.astiis. 

How timely then, O Hu ban, hnd been thy death, 
had not stern Tisiplionc forbidden ! How grievous a 
war couldcst tliou have prevented ! Tlicbc had be- 
s\ailcd thee nnd tljy brother made show tlmrcof, and 
Argos too had rtiourncd, and Nemea and Lema and 
Larissa hnd in suppliant guise shorn tresses for thee, 
tliou hadst excelled Archemorus in funeral pomp. 

Then OccHdes, although the prize was now sure 
for him as ho followed, since mastcrlcss Arion held 
first place, yearned yet with keen desire to pass even 
the empty chariot. The god lends strength and re- 
freshment ; swifter than the East wind he flics, as 
though the barrier were but just fallen and he were 
starting on the race, and calling aloud on nimble 
Caeriis and snow-white Cygnus, plies their necks with 
blows and shakes the reins upon their backs. Now 
at least, when nobody is in front, the fiery axle 
devours the course, and the scattered sand is thrown 
afar. The earth groans, and even then savagely 
threatens. And perchance Arion too had owned 
defeat and Cygnus taken first place, but his ocean-sire 
suffers him not to be defeated; thus by a just 
division the glory remained for the horse, but the 
prophet gained the victory. His meed of triumph 
was a Herculean bowl, borne by two youths ; the 
Tirynthian on a time was wont to take it in one 
hand, and Avitli head flung back quaff it foaming, 
whether victorious over a monster or in the field of 
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Centauros habet arte truces niirumque figuris 633 
terribilc : hie mixta Lapithanim cnede rotantur 
saxa, faces aliique itenim cratcres, ubique 
ingentes monentum irac ; tenet ipse furcnlcm 
Hylaeum ct torta molitur robora barba. 
at tibi Maconio fertur circumflua limbo 640 

pro mentis, Admete, chlamys repetitaque multo 
murice : Phrixei natat hie contemptor ephebus 
aequoris et picta tralucet caendus unda ; 
in latus ire manus' mutaturusque ndetur 
bracchia, nee siccum speres in stamine crinem ; 645 

contra autem frustra sedet anxia turre suprema 
Sestias in speculis, moritur prope conscius igms. 
has Adrastus opes dono victoribus ire 
imperat ; at generum famula solotur Achaea. 

Sollicitat tunc ampla \ivos ad praemia cursu 650 
praeceleres ; agile stadium et tenuissima \irtus, 
pacis opus, cum sacra vocant, nec inutile bellis 
subsidium, si dextra neget. prior omnibus Idas, 
nuper Olympiacis umbratus tempora ramis, 
prosilit ; excipiunt plausu Pisaea iuventus 655 

Eleaeque manus. sequitur Sicyonius Alcon, 
et bis m Isthmiaca victor clamatus harena 
Phaedimus, alipedumque fugam praegressus equorum 
ante Dymas, sed tunc aevo tardante secutus. 
multi et, quos varii tacet ignorantia vulgi, 660 

hinc atque hinc subiere. sed Arcada Parthenopaeurn 

^ manus Pw (i^. videntur) ; manu Markland. 


• {.e.y the tniNing-bowls portrayed on this bowl. 

• Leander, vho swam from Abydos to Sestos. 

• i.e., in contrast to the robuster sj>orts of chariot-racinff. 
boxing, etc. 5 ef. 1. 730. 
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Mnrs. Tierce Centaurs it, cunningly wrought, 
nnd fcnrful shnpe^? in gold : here nmid slaughter of 
Lapithac .arc stones nnd torches flying, and again 
other bowls ® ; cvcrj'whcrc the furious anger of dying 
men ; he himself seizes tlic raging Hylacus, and 
grips him by the beard nnd wields his club. But for 
thee, Admetus, is brought for thy desening a cloak 
vith a floudng border of Maconian dye, stained many 
a time with purple ; here swims the youtli con- 
temptuous of Phrixean Maters,^ and glc.ims with sea- 
blue body through the pictured wave ; one sees the 
sideward sweep of his arm, and he seems about to 
make the alternate stroke, nor would one think to 
find his hair dr}* in the woven fabric. Yonder high 
upon her tower sits anxiously watching, all in vain, 
the Scstian maid ; near her the conscious lamp droops 
and flickers. These rich rewards Adrastus bids be 
given to the victors ; but bis son-in-law he consoles 
with an Achaean handmaid. 

Then he incites those heroes who are speediest of 
foot to strive for ample rewards : a contest of agility 
where prowess is frailest,* fit pursuit for peace, when 
sacred games imite, nor useless in w’ar as a refuge 
should power of arm fail. Before .all the rest Idas 
leaps to the front, wliose temples were lately shaded 
hy Olympian WTeaths ; the youth of Pisa and the 
bands of jllis hail him with .appl.ause. Alcon of Sicyon 
follows, and Phaedimus, twice acclaimed the rictor 
on the sands of Istlrmus, and Dymas, w’ho once out- 
stripped the flight of wing-footed steeds, but now 
they outran him by reason of retarding age. Many 
too, whom the ignorant multitude received in silence, 
c.ame fonvard from this side and from that. But 
for Parthenopaeus the Arcadian they call aloud, and 
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nppellnnl clrn'iiqiir cicn* niumnim circl. 
nolft pnrcn*? c«ry« ; quis Mnennltnc Alninntcs 
ncscint cgrcpum dccits cl vc^lfpin rurictis 
indcprensa prods ? oncmt cclchcrrimn nntum 565 
nintcr, ct ij)sc procul fanin iam noUis incrmcs 
narrator ccn’as pedes Inter aperta Lycnel 
tollcrc ct cmissuin cursii dcprcnderc telum. 
tandem cxspcctatns voliicri super ngmina saltu 
emical ct torto ddamydem dltHbulat niiro. 5*0 

effulscrc artiis, mcmbronimquc on\nis nperta cst 
laotitia, insi^ncs umcri, ncc peclora nudis 
deterJora genis, latuitqiic in corporc \tjUiis.' 
ipse tamcn formac Jandem aspematur ct arcct 
mirantes j tunc radadios non inscjus Iinustus 5*5 
incubuit pinguique cutem iiiscatur olivo. 
lioc Idas, hoc more Dymas nliiquc nilcscunt. 
sic ubi tranquillo pcrhicent sidera ponto 
vibrattirquc fretis caell stcllantis imago, 
omnia dara nitent, sed clarior omnia supra 6S0 
Hesperos exercet radios, quantusque per altum 
aethera, caeruieis tantus monstratur in undis. 
proximus et forma ncc multum segnior Idas 
cursibus alque aevo iuxta prior ; attamen ilh 
iam tenuem pingues florem induxere palaestrae, BS5 
deserpitque genis nee se lanugo fatetur 
intonsae sub nube comae, tunc rite citatos 
explorant acuunlque gradus, variasque per artes 
exstimulant docto langucntia membra tumiiltu : 
pophte nunc sidunt flexo, nunc Jubrica forti 590 

* latuitque in corpore vultus P (eorr. front aluUque in 
corpore virtus) : patuitque (raluitque Klotz) in corpore virtus 
Peyrared. 
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nrousc murmurs that ro.im tlirougliout the closc- 
packcd circus. Well kno\rn is his parent for speed 
of foot ; who cannot tell of the peerless renown of 
Atalanta, and of those footprints that no suitor could 
o’ertnkc ? 'FIjc son bears all his mother’s glory, and 
he himself, already known to fame, is said to catch on 

w , » , rw 


o’er the companies, and unfastens tlie twisted golden 
ckasp of his cloak. His limbs shine forth, and all his 
graceful frame is revealed, his fme shoulders, and 
breast as smooth and comely as his cheeks, and his 
face was lost in his body’s beauty. But he scorns 
the praise of his fairness, and suffers not admirers to 
come near Iiim. Then he cunningly sets to work 
with the draughts of Pallas,® and makes his skin 
ta^vny with rich oil. Thus do Idas and Dymas and 
the rest shine sleek and glossy. So when the star- 
light glitters on a tranquil sea, and the spangled 
heaven is mirrored tremulous in the deep, brilliant 
is every star, but more brilliant than the rest does 
Hesperus shoot his beams, and brightly as he flames 
in the high heavens, so bright is his reflection in the 
dark-blue waves. Idas is next in beaut^', nor much 
slower in speed, next older too in years ; but for 
him already has the palaestra's oil brought on the 
tender growth, and the dow'n is creeping o’er his 
cheeks, nor yet confesses itself among the cloud of 
unshorn locks. Then they duly try their speed and 
sharpen up their paces, and by various arts and 
feigned excitement stir their languid limbs ; now 
they sink down with bended knees, now smite with 
• Patron goddess of Athens, to whom the olive was sacred. 
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pcclorn conluliint pV-iusu, n«nc Jpicft tollunt 
criirn brcvcniquL* fiignin nccopino fine reponunt. 

Ut ruil ntque ncquum siibmisit TcpuU Umcn, 
corripucrc loves spntimn, cainpoque rcfuWt 
nudn cohors ; volucrcs isdem inodo tarditis nrv'is C05 
isse videntur cqiil ; credns c plcbc Cydonum 
Parlborutnquc fuga totidem exsibnsse sagittas. 
non alitor cclercs IIjTcann per avia ccr%’i, 
cum procul impasti fremitum acccpcrc leonU 
sive putant, rapit nttonitos fuga caeca inclusque COO 
congregat, ct longum dant cornua mixta fragorem. 
effugit hie oculos rapida pucr ocior aura 
Maenalius, quern dcindc gradu premit borridiis Idas 
insplratquc umcro, flatuque ct pectoris umbra 
terga premit. post ambiguo discrimine tendunt COS 
Fhaedimus atque Dymas, illls celcr immlnet Alcon. 
flavus ab intonso pendebat verlicc Crinis 
Arcados ; hoc primis Trlviae pascebat ab nnnis 
munus et, Ogygio victor cum Marte redisset, 
nequiquam patriis audax promisernt aris. 010 

tunc liber nexu lateque in terga solutus 
occursu zepbj'ri retro fugit' et simul ipsum 
impedit infestoque volans obtenditur^ Idae. 
inde dolum iuvenis fraudique adcommoda sensit 
tempora ; iam finem iuxta, dum limina victor 016 
Parthenopaeus init, correpto crine reductum 
occupat, et longae® primus ferit ostia portae. 

^ fogil Pw s fluit Bentley. ' 

■ obtenditur B : ostenditur Pu, 

* longae w : longe PN. 

“ “limina” practically =“ limes,” the line marking the 
goal. 

* In a Greek stadium the line marking the starting-point 
and the goal was 30 yards long. But “ longae ” might = 
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loud claps their slippery breasts, now ply their fiery 
feet in short sprint and sudden stop. 

As soon as the bar fell, and left the thresliold level, 
they nimbly dashed uAvay and the naked forms 
gleamed upon the plain ; more slowly seemed the 
swift coursers to move of late on the same ground : 
one might deem them so many arrows poured forth 
from Cydonian host or flying Parthians. Not other- 
wise speed the stags over HjTcanian wilds, hearing, or 
fancying that they hear, a famished lion roar afar ; 
blind fear drives them in crowding panic-stricken 
flight, amid the ceaseless noise of clashing horns. 
Then swifter than the rapid breeze the Maenalian 
boy outstrips the sight, and hard behind him fierce 
Idas runs and breathes upon his shoulder and presses 
close upon his rear with panting breath and over- 
shado\ving form. After them Phaedimus and Dymas 
strive in doubtful contest, near them fleet Alcon. 
The yellow hair hung down from the Arcadian’s un- 
shorn head ; this from his earliest years he cherished 
as a gift to Trivia, and vainly boasting had vowed it 
to his countr3’'s altars, when he should return in 
triumph from the Ogygian M'ar. At that time, freed 
from its band and streaming loose behind, it flies 
backward as it meets the wind, at once hindering 
his own speed, and spreading out in front of his 
ri\al Idas. Tliereat the youth bethought him of 
deceit and an opportunity for fraud ; alre.idy close 
upon the goal, even while Parthenopacus is triuinp!>- 
antly crossing the thrc*;hold,'’ he gra‘-j)s his li.air, ami 
pulling him back seizes Ins place, and is the first to 
breast the vide entrance of the goal.* 

** lonpinquae ” (distant) here. la »n) case ** lonpe ** cannot 

be rlplit 
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Arcndcs nrma frcmunt, nnnis dcfcndcrc rcgcm, 
ni rnptum dccus et mcriti rcddnntur Iionores, 
contcndunt totoquc parant dcscendcrc circo. <520 
sunt ct quis Idnc placeat dolus, ipse rcgesU 
Partlienopacus humo %*uUutnquc oculosque madentes 
obrujt, acccssit Jacriroarum gratin formne. 
pectora nunc macrcns, nunc or.i indigna cruento 
ungue secat mefitamquccomam, furit undique clamor 
dissonus, ambiguumque scnis cunctatur Adrasti 026 
consilium, tandem ipse rcfcrt : " compescitc litem, 
o pueri I virtus iterum temptanda ; sed ite 
limite non uno, latus hoc conceditur Idae, 
tu diversa tene» fraus cursibus omnis obesto.” 030 
Audierant, dictoque manent. mox numina supplejc 
affatu tacito iuvenis Tegeaeus odorat : 

“ diva potens nemorum, tibi cm'm bic, tibi crinis honori 

debitus, eque tuo I'enit haeoiniuria roto, 

si bene quid genetrix, si quid venatibus ipse 635 

promerui, ne, quaeso, sinas hoc omine Thebas 

ire nec Arcadiae tantum meruisse pudorena.’* 

auditum manifesta iides : vix campus euntem 

sentit, et exilis plantis intervenit aer, 

raraque^ non fracto vestigia pulvere pendent. 0^^ 

inrumpit elamore fores, clamore rccurrit 

ante ducera prensaque fovet suspiria palma. 

dniti cursus, operumque insignia praesto. 

Areas equum dono, chpeum gerit improbus Idas, 
cetera plebs Lyciis vadit contenta pharetris. Ci5 
Tunc vocat, eraisso si quis decernere disco 

^ roraque P t rasaque //eiatius : raptaque Oarrod. 
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The Arcadians cr}* **To arms!” and with arms 
they liasten to defend their prince, if the lost prize and 
merited honour be not restored, and make ready to 
descend on all the course. Others again were pleased 
by the ruse of Idas. Parthenopaeus himself pours 
showers of e.irth upon his face and streaming eyes, 
and the comeliness of tears is added to his beauty. 
In his grief he rends with bloody nails now his breast, 
now his innocent cheeks and guilty hair, while all 
around discordant clamour rages, and old Adrastus 
halts irresolute of counsel. Atlast he speaks: “Cease 
quarrelling, youths ! your prowess must be tried 
again ; but run not in one track only ; Idas has this 
side ; keep thou apart yonder, and let there be no 
cheating in the race ! “ 

They heard, and abide by his command. Then 
the youth of Tegea with silent prayer humbly en- 
treats the gods : “ Goddess, queen of the woodlands, 
for to thee and to thine honour these locks of mine 
are vowed, and from this vow comes my disgrace ; 
if my mother or I myself have deserved well of thee 
in hunting, suffer me not, I pray thee, to go ill- 
omened thus to Thebes, or to have won sucli bitter 
shame for Arcadia.” Clear proof was given that he 
Was he.ird. The plain sc.arce feels him as he goes, 
his feet treads tenuous air, and the rare footsteps 
hover and leave the dust unbroken. With a sliout 
he dashes to the goal, with a shout he runs back to 
the chief, and seizing the palm appeased his grief. 
The running was over, and prizes for their toils stand 
ready. The Arcadian is given a horse, the shameless 
Idas bears aw.ay a shield, the rest go contented with 
Eycian quivers. 

Then he invites any who may wish to trj’ the 
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Inijn’pcr cl Nlrc^ vclil o*»lrnlt»rc snipcrlM"!. 
it iijssii'; I’lcrclK, cl ncnac luljri'c.i 
poiulcrn ^^x tolo ciirvnlu^ coq>ore luxla 
(Icicil ; ln<pcclnnl tnclll cxprudunlquc I.iborcrn 
JfjflcJddnc. mot Inrba ruiinl« citjo gcntN Aclinenc, 
trcs r.j)byrcln(lnc, <atjn «n««, Acflnmn 
scjJlinuis ; cl plnrcs a^Uabat fjlorin, n! se 
nrcluus Ilippomcdon cavca sUmulantc ItiK'Ccl 
m mcdtos, ialc<|uc fcrcn^ sub pcclorc dexlro ^ 
orbcm nliuni : *’ hunc |iotuts, luvcncs, qui mocnia sflxis 
frnngerc, qui 'iyriA^<! deiectinn vndih's arcc'.-, 
bunc rapilc : nst illud oui non iaciilabi'Ic dcxtrae 
pondtis ? ” ct abrcpttiiii nuHo connriiinc icclt 
In Intus. absisliint procul atlonitiquc fntcntur CCO 
cedcre ; vix unus PIdcgyas accrquc Mcncstheus— 
bos etiam putlor et niagni tcnuerc parcnles — 
promisere mnnum ; concessit cetera pubes 
sponte ct adorato rediit mgloria disco, 
qualis Bistoniis clipeus Mavorlis in orvjs 
luce mala Pangaea ferit solcnique refulgens 
territat incussaque dei grave mugit ab Jiasta. 

Pisaeus PJiIegyas opus incoliat et simul omnes 
abstulit in se ocidos : ea viso' corpora virtus 
promissa. ac primum term discumque manumque 
asperat, excusso mox circitm pulvere versat, 671 
quod latus in digitos, mediae quod certius ulnae 
conveniat, non artis egens ; hie semper amori 
* ea viso P : exhausto w: ex viso Saehrens. 

• I have translated the word both " quoit ” and “ disk, 
though the discus, a plaU of iron or stone about 10 
inches in diameter, «as very different from our quoit, which 
is a ring. The “discus ” ts well illustrated by the 
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issue -with the hurled quoit, and display untiring 
vigour and proud strength. At his command goes 
Ptcrelas, and with all his body bent scarce lays down 
beside him the slipperj’ weight of the bronze mass ; 
in silence the sons of Inachus look on and estimate 
the toil. Soon a number rush for>vard : two of 
Achaean race, three sons of Ephyre, one Pisa-born, 
the seventh an Acamanian ; and more was the love 
of glory urging on, had not tall Hippomedon, incited 
by the crowd, come fonvard, and carrying another 
broad disk at liis right side : “ Take this one rather, 
ye warriors, who are marching to shatter walls with 
stones, and to overthrow the Tyrian towers, take this 
one ! As for that otlier, any hand can toss that 
weight ! ” and with no effort he caught it up and 
threw it to one side. Tliey fall back in amaze and 
confess themselves outdone ; scarce Phlegyas alone 
and eager Menestheus, compelled by sense of shame 
and noble ancestry, vouchsafed to try their strength ; 
* 1 .,,,. , r, . . 1. . ' place, and returned 

: ■■ ■ ; • •’ Even so the shield 

‘ II ’i’ . reflects an evil light 

on Mount Pangaeus, and shining strikes the sun with 
terror, and deeply clangs beneath the spear of the 

Phlegj'as of Pisa begins the toil ; straightway he 
drew all eyes upon himself, when they beheld his 
frame, such promise of great deeds was there. And 
first with earth he roughens the quoit and his own 
hand, then shaking off the dust turns it right skilfully 
to see which side best suits his fingers, or fits more 
surely the middle of his arm. Tliis sport had he 
“Discobolus” of .Mj’ron. Thomas Gray wrote a verse 
translation of this passage (6tC-725). * Thracian. 
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ludus crat, patriae non tnntum iibi laudis obiret 
saera, sod €iUcrnis Alpheon utrumquc soicbat 075 
metari ripis et, qua latissima dLstniit, 
non uniquani nierso transmittcrc flumina dbeco. 
ergo operum fldens non protlnus borridn enmpi 
iugera, sed caelo dextram metitur, buinique 
pressus ntroqne genu collecto sanguine discum 6£0 
ipse super sese rotat atque in nubila condit. 
ille citus sublime petit similisque cadenti 
crescit in adversum, tandeniquc cxJiaustus ab alto 
tardior ad terram redit atque immergitur aTTJs. 
sic cadit, attonitis quotiens avelUtur astris, 

Solis opaca soror ; procul auxiliantia gentes 
aera crepant /rustraque timent, at Thessala victris 
ridet anhelantes audito carmine bigas. 
conlaudant Dana!, sed non tibi molle tuenti, 
Hippomedon, maiorque manus speratur in aequo. C90 

Atque ilU extemplo, cui spes infringere dulce 
immodicas, Fortuna venit. quid numina contra 
tendere fas homini ? spatium iam immane parabat, 
iam cervix conversa, et iam latus omne redibat i 
excidit ante pedes elapsum pondus et ictus 095 

destituit frustraque manura demisit inanem. 
ingemuere omnes, rarisque ea visa voluptas. 
inde ad conatus timida siibit arte Menestheus 

“ Here again tlie reader may refer to the “Discobolus 
of Mj’ron. 

* It is flung aloft so striAly that its fail by contrast Is 
actualJv slower — a rhetorical paradox. 

♦ Eclipses of the moon were believed to be caused by 
Thessalian witches, who were thought to have the power of 
drawing it down to earth ; the steeds are those of the chariot 
of the moon. 
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ever loved, not only when he attended his country’s 
famous festival, but he was wont to reckon the space 
between Alpheos’ cither bank, and, where they are 
most widely distant, to clear tlie river nor ever wet 
the disk. At once, then, confident in his powers he 
measures, not the rougli acres of the plain, but the 
sky’s expanse ^nth his right arm, and with either 
knee bent earthward “ he gathers up his strength and 
whirls the disk above him and hides it in the clouds. 
S^^^ftly it speeds aloft, and as though falling grows 
faster as it mounts;** at last exhausted it returns to 
earth more slowly from the height, and buries itself 
in the field. So falls, whenever she is torn from the 
astonished stars, the darkened sister of the sun ; ^ afar 
the peoples beat the bronze for succour, and indulge 

I) 

Hippomedon, and he hopes for a mightier throw along 
the level.** 

But thereupon Fortune, w'hose pleasure it is to 
dash immoderate hopes, assails liim ; w’hat powder 
has man against tlie gods ? Already he w'as prepar- 
ing a mighty tlirow, his head was turned and all his 
side was swinging back * : the weight slipped and 
fell before his feet and baffled his throw, and his 
hand dropped empty and unavailing. All groaned, 
while to a fcAV the sight brought pleasure. Menc- 
stheus then, more cautious, brings careful skill to the 

* Phlepyas’s first throw is a practice - throw, upwards 
instead of “ on the fl.it ” ( “ in aequo ”). 

• i.e., his left side had been bent round towards tlie discus 
in his right hand ; it has already begun to swing back into 
place as he begins to throw. 


Ill 
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rfliitinr, rl miilhim !r. crrtr, 
mol?5 prnrvnllrlnr pJiU'rrr 

IHa ninnu riinpi.i rl inulto friirj'nr rtll, 
ncc p.irlrni ctiptj.im rircl trnn»n‘rrlrt qiilcvil, 
fit <onin, rl IIta sfpintiir term 
tcrtlin inpiKiriinlon vjilhl.i nd ccrlnmfriA Unl'>’ 
mnh'lur prr^^iM ; nrtmqiie Illimt conic 5tjf) nllo 
ct CA^us Pijlrfjyne monel el forliinA Menrsthei. 
eripit nd^iuclurn <Icxlrne ccrtAnicn,* ct nllc 
RustcnlAn^ rigidtiniqtie IaIiir forte<tjue I.iecrlos 
consulit AC vn^lo conlorqncl liirhlnc, ct ip<e 
proscqnllur. fiifjit honrrndo per innnlA raUu *10 
inmqnc proctil incnjlnlt cIcxtrAC scn'nlque lenorcm 
(lisciix, nec chibiA ijmclnve McncsthcA \'iclum 
trnnxAbUt mcln : longe super AcmuU si^nA 
consedit vlridcsquc wmcros ct opnen thcAlri 
culmlnA ecu IaIac trcmcfccit mole rulnnc : 715 

quale vaporifera saxum Pol^ 7 >hcmus nb Aetna 
lucis c^entc mnnu tamen in vcstigin puppis 
AuditAC ju.vtrtque inimicam cxeg-it UHxen. 
sic ct Aloidac, cum iam cnlcnret Olympum 
desuper Ossa rigens, ipsum glacialc ferebant 720 

n-1"-- -i. J-I 


margine et extremes auro mansueverat ungues 
Gnosiacos arcus habet et raga tela Menestlieus. 725 
" at tibi ” ait, “ Phlegya, casu frustrate slnistro, 
hunc, quondam nostri decus auxiliumque Pelasgb 

* certamen P : gestomen u. 

* Lines 719-731 are only found in late and inferior MSS., 
and are usually hracXeted as spurious. 
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Attempt, nnti nltcrint* many a prayer to thee. 0 son 
of Mnia," correct^ nith tljc «;llpper)* «mrfnrc of 
the powerful mavc. With far !>cttcr fortune it speeds 
from Ins liupc linnd, nor falls till it lias covered no 
mean extent of the course. Tlicy applaud, and an 
arrow is fixed to mark the spot. Tliird, Hippomedon 
V ith slow and ponderous step advances to tltc labours 
of the contest ; for deep in his heart lie takes warning 
from the fate of Phlcpyas and tlic good forttmc of 
Mcneslhcus. He lifts the in«itrument of combat that 
bis band knew well, and bolding it aloft summons up 
the strength of bis unyielding side and vigorous arms, 
and flings it with a mighty whirl, springing fonvard 
after it himself. With a terrific bound tlic quoit 
flies through the empty air, and even in its flight 
remembers tlic band that flung it and keeps to its 
due path, nor attains a doubtful or a neighbouring 
goal as it passes the defeated Mencstheus, but far 
beyond tlic rival sign it falls to earth, and makes 
tremble the green buttresses and shady heights of 
the theatre, as though they were falling in vast 
and widespread ruin ; even so from smoke-emitting 
Aetna did Pol 3 'phemus hurl the rock, though with 
hand untaught of vision, yet on the very track of 
the ship he could but hear, and close to his enemy 
Ulixes. Thus too the Aloidae, when rigid Ossa 
already trod Olympus under foot, bore icy Pelion also, 
and hoped to join it to the frightened heaven. 

Then the son of Talaus bids a tiger’s skin go as 
prize to the victor ; all glossy it shone with a yellow 
border, and its sharp cla>vs were tamed with gold. 
Menestheus receives a Gnosian bow and errant 
shafts. “ But to thee, Phlegj'as," he cries, “ whom 
unlucky fortune foiled, we give this sword, once the 
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feiTc<lrtniij«;,nrqurrnlinHlpj»onirflonlnv}ilrrit,cn'?cm. 
nunc cjuj*? rst nnhnls ; infc^tos tollitc 
conunln»«t ; Imcc IjcUU ct fcrro pmxttna vfrtus/' <30 
C<jnstUit immnnh crmi Immnni^que tfnicri 
Argolictjs Cnpnncii*!, nc dnm n/gMnti'.i plumbo 
icpnjfnn cnuln hotini non inollior fpsc Irtcertis 
induitur, ** date tot iuvcnimi dc nnlibus iinuni 
Iiuc ” nit, “ ntquc utinnm potiiix dcstlrpc vcnirct 735 
ncmulus Aonin, qucn» fn.*; dcniittcre leto, 
ncc nten crudelix civiU sanguine virtus.” 
obstipucrc nnlmi, fccitquc stlcutia terror, 
tandem insperntus mid.i dc p!cbc Laconum 
prodlit Alcidnmns, mirantur Doricn regt/m 7J0 

ngmina ; sed socii frctiim Polhicc niaglstro 
nornnt ct sneras inter crevissc palncstras, 
ipse dcus posuitquc menus ct brncchia finxit— - 
mnterinc suadebat amor ; — tunc snepo loeavifc 
comminus, ct simili stantem miratus in ira 7'^^ 
siistuljt exsuUnns nudumqiic in pectorn pressit. 
ilium indignatur Capancus ridctquc voenntem 
ut miscrans, poscitque alium, tandemque coactus 
rcstitit, et stimulis iam languida colla tumescunt. 
fulmineas alte suspensi corpora plantis 750 

erexere manus ; tuto procul ora recessu 
armorum in speculis, aditusque ad volnera clusi. 
hie, quantum Tityos Stygiis consurgat ab ar\TS, 

St torvae patiantur aves, tanta undique pandit 
memhrorutn spatia et tantis ferus ossibus exstat. 755 
hie paulo ante puer, sed enim inaturius aevo 

* “ crudelis ” here seems to hare the meaning of crudiis ’ 
(from “ cruor ”). 

* C/. iv. 229, where the Spartans are said to be trained by 
Mercurj', the patron god of the wrestling-ground, in the 
inodes of naked valour. 
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glory tind aid of our Pclasgtis, nor will Hippornedon 
grudge it thee. And now is courage needed ; 
wield ye the terrible cestus in close conflict ; 
valour here comes nighest to that of battle and 
the sword." 

Argive Capaneus took his stand — aw’ful his aspect, 
a^^'ful the terror he inspires — and, binding on his 
arms the raw ox-liidc black with lumps of lead, 
himself no softer, ** Send me one," says he, " from 
all those thousands of warriors ; and would rather 
that my rival were of Aonian stock, whom it were 
right to slay, and that my valour were not stained ® 
with kindred blood.” They stood aghast and terror 
made them silent. At last Alcidamas, unexpected, 
leapt forth from the naked ^ crowd of Laconians, while 
the Dorian princes marvel ; but his comrades knew 
he relied on his master Pollux, and had grown up in 
the wrestling-school of a god. Pollux himself guided 
his hands and moulded his arms — love of the sport 
constrained him — and oft he set him against himself, 
and admiring him as he stood up in like mood caught 
him up exultant, and pressed his naked body to his 
breast. Capaneus thinks scorn of him and mocks at 
his challenge, as though in pity, and demands another 
foe ; at last perforce he faces him, and noM' his languid 
neck swells at anger’s prompting. With bodies poised 
at their full height they lift their hands, deadly as 
thunderbolts ; safe withdraMTi arc their faces on 
their shoulders, ever watching, and closed is the 
approach to wounds. Tlic one is as great in bro.nd 
expanse of every limb and terrible in size of bone 
as though Tit3’os sliould rise up from tl>c St^'gian 
fields, did the fierce birds allow liim ; the other was 
lately but a yet liis strength is riper than his 
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robur, ct ingcntcs spomlcl fcncr impetus nnnos 
qucmvinci]inti{lqni^qiinm^ncvo nequf snngin'nctingul 
innlb, ct crecto tirnent spcctnciiln voto. 

Ut sese pcnncnsi ocull< ct utcrqiic priorem 
spcmvcrc locum, non prolinus irn nee ictus : 
oltcmus pruiltim timor ct pcrmlxln ftirnri 
consilin, inclinnnt t/intiim contmri.i jactii 
brnccliift ct cxplorant cacsliis licbetantquc tcrenclo. 
doctior hie di/Tcrt nnimiim mctiiensqtie futuri 765 
cunctatus vires dispensat : at ilJc nocendi 
prodigus incautusque si» riilt omnis et nmbas 
consumit sine lege mnnus atque inrita frendit 
insurgens seque ipse prenilt. sed providiis nstu 
et palria vigil arte Lacon lios rcicit ictus, 770 

hos cavet ; interdum nulu capitisqtic citati 
integer obsequio, manibus nunc obvia tela 
discutiens, instat gressu voltuquc recedit : 
saepe etiam iniustis conlatum viribus bostem— 
is vigor ingenio, tanta experientia dextrae est — 775 
ullro audax animis intratquc' ct obumbrat et nlte 
adsilit. ut praeceps cumulo salit unda minantes 
in scopulos et fracta redit, sic ilie furentem 
circuit expugnans ; levat ecce diuque minatur 
in latus inque oculos ; ilium rigida arma caventem 7S0 
avocat ac manibus necopinum interserit ictum 
' intralque Pw.s instatque taf# 

“ i.f.. that Alcidamas would win. For "qmsque” to be 

. •• -- Hor. Sal. i. 1. ], 

lest, but are just 

•’ and “ instat,” 
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years, and Ins youlliful vigour gives promise of n 
mighty manhood ; liim would none wisli to sec 
defeated nor stained with cnjcl gore, but each man 
fears the spectacle with eager prayers.® 

Scanning each other with their gaze and each 
awaiting tnc first opening, the}' fell not at once to 
angry blows, but stayed awhile in mutual fear, and 
mingled caution with their rage ; they but incline 
tlicir arms against each other as they spar, and make 
trial of their gloves, dulling them with mere rubs.** 
The one, more skilfully trained, puts by his fury, and 
taking thought for the future delays and husbands 
up his strength ; but the other, prodigal of harm and 
reckless of his powers, rushes witli all his might and 
in wild blows exhausts both arms, and attacks with 
fruitless gnashing of teeth, and injures his own cause. 
But the Laconian, prudent and crafty, and with all 
his countrj''s vigilance, now parries, now avoids the 
blow ; sometimes by the throwing back or rapid 
bending of his head lie shuns all hurt, now with his 
hands he beats off the aimed assault, and advances 
with his feet while keeping his licad drawn back.® 
Often again, as his foe eng.iges him with superior 
power — -such strength is in his cunning, such skill in 
his right hand — with bold initiative he enters his 
guard and overshadow s liim, and towering high assails 
him. Just as a mass of w’ater hurls itself headlong 
on a threatening rock, and falls back broken, so does 
he W’heel round his angry foe, breaking his defence ; 
look ! he lifts his hand and threatens a long time his 
face or side, and thus by fear of his hard weapons 
diverts his guard and cunningly plants a sudden blow, 
contrasting the former with “recedit": “he stands up to 
him with his footwork, but keeps his head out of reach.'' 
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cnllitlus ct mcdjnm (Icsignnt volnerc frontcm : 
inm criior, ct tcpido .signnntur temporA rivo. 

ncscitndliucCApancussubltumqucpcrng^minamurmur 

mirntur ; vcrum ut fcssnm super ora reduxit 785 
forte monum ct summo maculns in vcllerc Wdit, 
non Ico, non inculo tantum indignnlA rcccpto 
tigris ; ngit toto ccdentein fervidus arvo 
praecipitatquc retro iui*cncm atquc in ter^a supinnt, 
denlibus Jjorrendum stridens, gcminalque rotatas 700 
multiplicatque manus. raphtnt conamina venti, 
pars cadit in cncstus ; motu Spartaniis ncuto 
mille cavet lapsas cireum cava tempora mortes 
auxilioque pedum, sed non tamen immeraor artis 
adversus fugit et fugiens tamen ictibus obstat. 795 
Etiam utrumquc labor suspirinque aegra fatigant. 
tardius ille premit, ncc iam iiic nbsistere* veJox, 
defectique ambo genibus pariterque quicrunt. 
sic ubi longa vagos lassarunt aequora nautas 
et signoni de puppe datum, posuere panimper SOO 
bracchia : vix requies, iam vox citat altera remos. 
ecce iterura immodicc venientem eludit ct exit 
sponte ruens mersusque umeris ; efTunditiir ille 
in caput, adsurgentem alio puer improbus ictu 
perculit eventuque impalluit ipse secundo. 805 

clamorem Inachidae, quantum non litora, tollunt, 
non nemora. ilium ab humo conantera ut vidit 
Adrastus 

* absistere Puz obsistere Paehrens. 


* «.*, Capaneus, of courset Ahidamas crouches (for 
“ mersus umeris ” c/, “colla demersere umeris,” J. 850) and 
'rushes at Capaneus, nho pitches forirard over the Spartan’s 
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and marks the middle of his forehead with a wound ; 
blood flows, and the warm stream stains his temples. 
Capaneus, yet ignorant, wonders at the sudden 
murmur of the crowd, but when, as he chanced to 
draw his weary hand across his face, he saw the 
stains upon the cowhide, no lion nor tiger feeling the 
javelin’s smart was e’er so mad ; hotly he drives the 
youth before him in headlong retreat over the whole 
field, and is forcing him on to his back ; terribly 
he grinds his teeth and whirls his fists in countless 
repeated blows. The strokes are wasted on the 
winds, some fall on the gloves of his foe ; with 
active movement and aid of nimble feet the Spartan 
eludes the thousand deaths that shower about his 
temples, yet not unmindful of his art he flees 
still fighting, and though fleeing meets blows with 
blows. 

And now both are wearied ^^ith the toil and their 
exhausted panting ; slower the one pursues, nor is 
the other so swift to escape ; tlie knees of both fail 
them and alike they rest. Thus when long wandering 
o’er the sea Inas wearied the mariners, the signal is 
given from the stern and they rest tljcir arms awhile ; 
but scarce have they taken repose, wlien another 
cry summons them to the oars again, l-o ! a 
second time he makes a furious dash, but tbe other 
tricks him and gets clear by purposely crouching low 
and sinking into his shoulders ; for^vard he * pitches on 
his he.ad, and as he rises the merciless boy smote him 
another blow and himself grew pale at his success. 
’Hie In.acliidac raise a shout louder than tlie noise 
of shore or forest. But when .^drastus saw him 
lifad. Hie word ** alio," I. SOI. swn> tu hiipl) Capanrus* 
fall as being tlie first blow. 
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tollcntcniriiic mnnus ct non lolcrnnil.i p.irnnlcni ; 

“ itc, oro, socii, furit, Ue, opposite dextras, 
fcstinnlc, furil, p.iinmmqiic cl pracnita fcrlc ! 810 

non prius, cfTmcto <]unin ini^ccat os'sn ccrcbro, 
nhsistcl, vStlco, moritwrum nuferte Lacona.*’ 
nee morn, proninijiil Tytieuv, nee iuc'?n recu'sat 
nipponicdon ; time %jt ninho connlibus ninbas 
rcstnngtml colubctilque mnnus ac plurinia snadent : 
“ Vincis, nbi ; pulchrum vitam donate minori. 810 
noster et bic belli((iic comes,’* nil frnngitur Iieros, 
ramumqtie oblatutiKpic maim llioraea rcpcllit 
vocifernns : " liceat { non has ego pulvcrc crasso 
ntquc cruore genas, meruit quibus istc favorem 820 
seniivir,^ infodiam mittainquc infomie sepulcro 
corpus ct Oobalto doncm Jugcre magislro?" 
dicit ; At hunc socti tumidum ct vidssc negantem 
Avertunt, contra laudant insignis alumnum 
Taygeti longeque minas risere Lacones. 825 

lamduduin vnrine laudes et conscia virtus 
Tydea magnanimum stimulis urgentibus angunt. 
illc quidem et disco bonus et contendere cursu, 
nec caestu bellare minor, sed corde- labores 
ante alios erat uncta pale, sic otia Martis 830 

degere et armiferas laxare adsueverat iras 
ingentes contra ille viros Aclieloia circum 
litora felicesque deo monstrante palaestras. 
ergo ubi luctandi iuvenes animosa citavit 

* iste favorem semivir «s ista iuveata semivir P: ista 
iurenta semiviri Klotz. Garrod dffenda P in J. Pii. Iviii* 

* corde Pu : enra MarXland j cura Garrod. 
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struggling from the ground, nnd lifting liis hands, 
intent on hideous deeds ; ** Haste, friends, I pray 
you, he is mad ! hasten, prevent him ! he is out of 
his mind— quick ! bring the palm nnd the prizes ! 
He Mill not cease, I see well, till lie pounds the 
brain M ithin the shattered skull. Rescue the doomed 
Laconian ! ” At once Tydeus darts forth, and 
Hippomedon, obedient to command ; then scarce 
do the tM'o M'ith all their might master Iiis tM'o arms 
and bind them fast, and forcefully urge him : “ Leave 
the field, thou art victorious ; 'tis noble to spare the 
vanquished. He too is one of us, and a comrade in 
the M’ar.” But no whit is the liero’s fury lessened ; 
he thrusts awav the proffered branch and the cuirass, 
and shouts : ‘^Let me free ! Shall I not smash in 
gore and clotted dust those cheeks whereby that 
eunuch-boy gained favour, and send his unsightly 
corpse to the tomb, and give cause for mourning to 
his Oebahan masters ® ” So says he, but his 
friends force him away, swelling with wTath and 
protesting that he has not conquered, w’hile the 
Laconians praise the nursling of famed Taygetus, 
and laugh loud at the other’s threats. 

Long time have the varied deeds of valour and his 
o>vn conscious worth provoked Mith urgent stings 
great-hearted Tydeus ; both at the quoit and in 
speed of foot did he excel, nor less was lie a champion 
of the boxing-glove, but before all other sports the 
anointed wrestling-match was dear. Thus had he 
been vont to spend the leisure intervals of fighting 
and relax his martial ire, and with mighty heroes 
on the banks of Aclielous did he strive, heaven- 
taught, in many a victorious bout. Therefore vvhen 
keen ambition called the youths to MTestle, the 
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rtilUqur I'felof.tqiir rt tlMrit/i ctuta S-'I 

lntrrj|ninr(iir t?in pffxfrrt! |»rr nitJjJn fiiftf 
liMrcIif.i, fii;nr francunt* 

TJDfi 'Ic jilirtnrrt prinl/jl /jrrjjj* linrri'cli t.turJ 
hrll.i |}ic»\rrjl ; inriiio roniitnx r.iriflHl* jiralo }"'/j 
xfrltirriii rxijtrclan*, nitnjmfiC (»Ii.'nt.» rurriitc^ 

'IjIkIiI iiiimr rt ♦nhirr.i ^.uul : 

fnlc«Unn> yir siir^, .sjr |)i«[>}(i4 turjJcs 
{iriM'lia Inctint ctmiplrxihtM ur^i. 

\l< rnfli’Mi Orfdd.if : rirr *oIr nut pulfcrr STD 

nifinljm Inlinnt, r»p«*t nrtn rtilN jliirMijur !.ilH)runi 
c.'i''tfun!n lopfs. ctinfrn non intr^cr H/c 
Hatiliiis nltcrnl-* nf^nM|Ur lilnlu 

f\«{t Ingi’Ntas io MidorN iiarcna’* 
nc furtlin rnpln MtNtcntnt pocforn terra. STS 

Jnstat niTcni 'iydects lictiiinqiit* in ooU.'i nn’natus 
Cfurn stdn't ; c<n‘plis non cvniutTf pot/ri 
iriibtratnc l>revitntc* nmnii«>, \cnit nnliius illc 
desuper oj)j)ro‘'««m<j«c lii/'rnlis nioJu ruinne 
condidit. iiaud alitcr .vcr«itntur Iliberi SSO 
cum iiubiit lan^cqiicMlicin \itaniquc rcliquit, 

St trewult suspensus ngvr suhilumquo fragorem 
rupla (Icdit tclliis, latct inliis monte i>u]uti> 
obrutus, ac penitus fracliiin obtritunique cadaver 
indignantem animnm propriis non reddidit astris. 
acrior Iioc 'Jydeus, animlsque et pectore supra est. 
nec mora, cum vinclis onerique eJapsus miquo 8S7 
circuit errantem ct tergo necopinus inliaeret. 


« !.t., makes them not to be felt. 
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and fide and neck and breast and legs that evade the 
clutch. Sometimes they hang a long while locked in 
each other’s grip, now savagely they seek to break the 
fingers* clasp. Less fiercely do two bulls, the leaders 
of the herd, make war; in the meadow stands the 
fair white heifer and awaits the victor, w’hile their 
breasts are torn in the mad struggle, and love plies 
the goad and heals their wounds ® ; so do boars fight 
with flashing tusks, so do ugly bears grasp shaggy 
hides in hairy conflict. So violent is Oenides; 
neither dust nor heat of sun makes his limbs faint 
and weary, but his skin is close-knit and firm, and 
schooled by toil to Ijard muscle. But the other, 
unsound in wind, pants heavily, and breathes sickly 
gasps in his exhaustion, and the caked sand runs off 
him in streams of sweat, while furtively he snatches 
support for his body from the ground. On him Tydeus 
constantly presses, and feinting at his neck catches 
at his legs, but his arms were baflled by their short- 
ness and failed in their design, while all the other’s 
towering height came down upon him, and crushed 
and buried him under the huge falling mass. Just 
as when the Iberian ® miner burrows beneath a hill 
and leaves far behind the living day, then, if the 
suspended ground has rocked and the tunnelled earth 
crashed do>vn with sudden roar, overwhelmed by 
the fallen mount he lies within, nor ever does his 
crushed and utterly broken corpse deliver up the 
indignant soul to its own skies. More vigorous is 
Tydeus than his foe, and superior in spirited valour ; 
nor is it long before he has slipped from the other’s 
hold and unequal weight, and encompassing him as 
he hesitates fastens suddenly on his back, then 
* Spain ^vas famous fur its mines. 
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inox Inins cl firmo cclcr impllcnt Ilin ncxn, 
poplitilm*; grnuft Indc preincus cvntlcrc nodes 890 
ncquiqunm ct Inleri dcxtrnni iijscrtnrc pnrnnlem 
iinpmbus, Ijorrcndum sisu nc nilrnbilc pontIus, 
sustulit. Ilrrcnlcis pressmn sic fnnm Inccrti's 
lerri^ennm sndnsse LUiyn. riini frnnde reperta 
rnptus in cxcclsum, ncc inm spes nlla cadendi, 893 
nee licet extrcnin inntrem coulin^rcrc plnntn. 

/it snm/s, et Inetos ndtollant npni/na pinnstis. 
tune nltc librnns inopintim spontc rcniisit 
obliqnuniquc dedit, prociimbentemqnc sccntus 
colla simul dextrn, pcdibus simid ingiiina vinxit. 000 
deficit obscssus soloqne pudorc rejiu^mnt. 
tandem pectus liutni pronnmquc extensus in alvum 
sternitnr, nc loiigo nmcsliis }>osl tempore surgit, 
turpin signata linquens vestigia terra, 
pnlmnm autcni dextrn Inei'nqne nitentia dono 003 
nrmn ferens Tydeus : '‘quid si non sanginm's buius 
partem baud exiguam — scills— Dircaeus liaberet 
campus, ubi bae nuper Tbebarum foedern plagae?*' 
baec simul ostentans qunesitnque praemia Inudum 
dat sociis, sequitur neglectvs AgyUca thorax. 010 
Sunt et qui nudo subcant concurrere ferro, 
inmque aderant instruct! armis Epidaurius Agreus 
et nondum fatis Dircaeus agentibtis exsul. 
dux vetat lasides : '* manet ingens copia leti, 
o iuvenes 1 servate animos avidumque furorem 915 


* Antaeus. He «as a son of Kurth. and derived all his 
strength from contact M'ith her. Hercules* ‘‘trick,” there- 
fore, was to deprive him of strength by keeping him lifted 
up above the ground. 

► i.e., “what would have happened to him if I had not 
suffer^ loss of blood the reference is to his adventures as 

an envoy (hence “ foedera *’) at Thebes (see Bk. li.). 
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s-viftly enfolds sides nnd croin in a firm embrace and 
grips his knees between nis tbiglis, nnd rclcnllcsslyi 
ns he struggles in vain to escape from the grasp nnd 
force his hand against his side — a burden wonderful 
and terrible to see — rniscs liim aloft. So, fame tells, 
did Hercules liold fast in his arms the sweating eartli- 
born Libyan,® when lie found the trick and snatched 
him up on high, and left him no hope of falling, nor 
sufTered him to touch even with his foot's extremity 
his mother earth. A shout arises nnd glad .applause 
from the multitude. Then, poising him aloft, 
suddenly of his own will he loosed him and threw him 
sideways, nnd following him as he fell seized his neck 
with his right hand and his middle between his legs. 
Thus beset, his spirit fails, nnd only shame drives him 
to struggle. At last he lies extended, with breast and 
belly prone on the ground, and a long lime after 
sadly rises, leaving the marks of his disgrace on the 
imprinted eartli. But Tydeus, bearing the palm in 
his right hand and in his left the prize of shining 
armour ; “ What if the plain of Dirce held not no 
small measure of my blood — as well ye know — where 
of hate these scars made treaty with Thebes ** ? " So 
speaking he displ.ays the scars, and gives to his 
comrades the glorious rewards that he had won, 
while the spurned corselet follows Agylleus from the 
field. 

There are some, too, who advance to combat with 
the naked sword. And already were they taking 
their stand, fully armed, Agreus from Epidaurus, 
and the Dircaean exile, not yet doomed by fate. 
But the chieftain, the son of I.asus, forbids them : 
“ Great store of death remains, O youths, preserve 
your Warlike temper and your mad desire for a foc- 
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snnpufnh ndvpr;}. tuque o, quern propter nvita 
iu/?crn, ililcctn*; cul fle«oIat{rnu<i url>c5, 
nc, prccor, ante ndem lu^ tnntum ca«!5btt< 
fratcmf'^qnc slnn^ — nlii^ant Iioc numina I — votj«.” 
^»c nit, ntqup nn}\>o^ niirata cns^ldc dilat. 
turn ^cncrtim, nc Inttdt^ cf^cm, (ubet ardiia nccti 
tempora Thcbnnimqiic in^cnti voce cUnri 
victorem : dime rccincbant* omina Parcac. 

‘ Ipsum ctiam proprlo certamina festa laborc 
dipnari ct tiimulo siiprcmiim lame atklcrc Iionorcni 
bortantur proceres ac, ne victoria dcsit 
una ducum numero, fundat vcl Lyctia cornu 
tela Tognnt, tenui vcl nubila transoat basla. 
obsequitur gaudens, Wridique ex aggcrc in accum 
stipatus sunimis iuvenitm dcscendit ; at illi 
pone Icves portal pharctras ct cornua iussus 
nrmiger : ingentem iaclu transmitterc circum 
eminus et dictae dare vulncra deslinat omo. 

Quis flucro occulUs renim neget omina causis ? 
fata patent homini, piget inscrvarc, peritque 935 
venturi praemissn* fidcs : sic omina® easum 
fecimus, et dres hausit* Fortuna nocendi. 

Campum emensa brevi fatalis ob arbore tacta, 
horrendum visu, per quas modo fugernt auras, 
venit harundo retro versumque a fine tenorem 9^9 
pertulit, et notae iuxta ruit ora pharetrae. 

^ recinebantP; rctinebant a>. 

* pracmissa Px promissa w. 

» omina w: omnia Pi?. * hausitP^J auxit w. 

• Alton suggests “ Tliebanum ” here, finding the omen in 
the ambiguity of the word, as meaning either pjlynices or 
his brother. 
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man’s blood. And llioii, for whose sake we linve laid 
bare our ancestral acres and oiir beloved cities, give 
not, I pray tlicc, such power to chance before the 
fight begin*;, nor — may tlic gods forfend it ! — to thy 
brother’s prayers." Thus he speaks, and enriches 
them both with a golden lielm. Tlicn lest his son- 
in-law lack praise, he bids his lofty temples be 
garlanded, .and himself proclaimed aloud victor of 
Thebes®: the dire Fates echoed back the ominous 
sound. 

The monarch liimsclf also do the princes urge to 
dignify with some exploit of his owm the festal con- 
tests, and to confer this final honour on the tomb ; 
they bid him, lest one victory be lacking to the 
number of the leaders, to shoot Lyctian *' arrows from 
his bow, or to cleave the clouds with the slender 
spear. Gladly he accedes, and tlirongcd about by 
the foremost warriors descends from the green mound 
to the level pl.ain ; his armour-bearer at command 
bears after him his light quiver and his bow : he 
prepares to shoot the circus' mighty length, and to 
plant wounds upon an appointed nsh-trec. 

Who will deny that omens flow from the hidden 
causes of things to come ? The fates lie open to 
mankind, but we choose not to take heed, and the 
proof foreshown is wasted ; thus turn we omens into 
chance, and from hence Fortune draw's her pow’er of 
harm. 

The fateful arrow in a moment measured the plain 
and struck the tree, .and then — awful to behold !— 
came back through the air it but now had traversed 
and turning homeward from the goal kept on its way, 
and fell by the mouth of its well-known quiver. 

• i.e., Cretan. 
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mulln duces errorr scritnl : hi iiuhlln ct nlloa 
occurrl'^sc llolo^, ndversi roborh Ictu 
tela rcpulsn nlH. pcnltus Intel cxitus ln;»cns 
moiistrnturnquc nefnx : iinl rcnicn!)ilc bclliim 
ct trislcs donuno sjtondebnt Imrunde rccursus. 
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Mtich talk the princes iiitcrclinngc in error : some 
say the clouds and the s\ln(ls on liigli did meet and 
drive llic slinft, others that the impact of the wood 
repelled it. Deep Itiddcn lies the mighty issue and 
the a\\ful truth foretold : to its master only did the 
.arrow vouchsafe surxival, and a sad returning from 
the war. 



WBETl VII 


Atque ca cunclnntcs Tyrit primorclia belli 
luppiter Jinutl aequo respcxit cordc Pclasgos, 
concussitquc caput, motii quo cclsa laborant 
sidera proclanialque adici cen'icibus Atlas, 
time ita veloccm Tegees adfattis alumnum : 5 

*i, medium rapido Borean inlabcre saltu 
Bistonins, pucr, usque domes nxemquc nivosi 
sideris, Oceano vetlliim qua Parrhasis ignem 
nubibus hibernis et nostro pnscitur imbri. 
atque ibi seu posita resplrat cuspide Mavors, 
quamquam invisa quies, seu, quod reor,orma tubasque 
insatiatus iiabet^ caraeque in sanguine gentis 
luxurjat : propere monitus iramque parentis 
ede, nihil parcens. nempe olim accendere iussus 
Inachias acies atque omne, quod Isthmius umbo 15 
distinct et raucae circumtonat ira Maleae : 
illi vix muros limenque egressa iuventus 
sacra colunt ; credas bello rediisse, tot instant 
plausibus, ofFensique sedent ad iusta sepulcri. 
hicnc tuus, Gradive, furor ? sonat orbe recusso 20 

* habetPw; havei Schrader’, ohit Baehrens hi&l Garrod. 


“ Callisto of Parrhasus in Arcadia, nho was turned into a 
bear and made tlic constellation of Ursa Major. 

* Tile strange phrase appears to express the love of the 
1S2 
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As thus they tarried at the outset of the Tyrian 
war, Jupiter turned on the Pclasgians his wrathful 
gaze and shook lus head, at the movement of which 
the high stars tremble and Atlas cries that his 
shoulders’ burden is increased. Then thus did he 
address the speedy Tegcan : “ Go, boy, and swiftly 
leaping glide through the North as far as tlic Bistonian 
dwellings and the snowj’ constellations of the pole, 
>Nhcrc tlie Parrhasian® feeds her Ocean-barred fires 
on storm-clouds and Heaven's own rain. And there, 
>\hcthcr Mars has laid aside his spear and draus 
breath again— though repose be liatcful to him— or 
^^llcthcr, as I think, he has his arms and lus trumpets, 
wlicrcof he never tires, and is wantoning in the blood 
of his beloved tribe,*’ baste thou to delis cr the nngiy 
message of liis sire, and spare nouglit. Surely long 
‘•ince was he bidden to inflame the Inachian host, and 
all that the rock of Isthmus holds apart and the 
tljundcrous wrath of ccluiing Mnlca cncoinj>asscs ; 
>ct scarce hatl) their army jjasvnl th^ lK)umiary of 
their Malls and Ihev hold s.icrs'tl festival ; one Mctulcl 
deem they hail retumetl frmn war, »o kern is thrtr 
aj>plause, ns ihev ntt<'nd the rites of an iifTendet! 
tomh. Is this thy r.nge, (ir.ndnus ? llir round 

f<»r llir \»«rr)or ttlir •Ivj 

iiiv jcy In for lt» ow n 
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discus cl Oobnlil cocunt in proclin cncslug. 
nt si ij)si rnbics fcrriqtic insnim vohiplns 
qua tumel, imnxcritas cincn dnl)it impius tirbcs 
fcrrum ig^nciuquc fercns, implornntcsqiic Tonanlem 
stcmct Jiumi populos inJscrumquc cximuriet orbem. 
nunc lenjs belli nostraquc remittitur ira. 20 

quotlni prnecipitat puf>nas dictoque iubentis 
ocius injpingit Tyriis Danan ag^mina inuris — 
ni! equidem rrudclc minor — , sit mite bonumque 
niimen, et effreni laxcntur in olia mores, 3® 

reddat equos cnscmqiic inilii, ncc sanguinis ultra 
JUS erit : aspiciam terras paccmque iubebo 
omnibus; Ogygio sat erit Trilonia bcllo.’* 

Dixerat, ef^ Thracum C 3 'llcnius arva stibibat ; 
atque ilium Arctoac labentem cardinc portae 3® 
tempestos acterna plagae praetentaque caclo 
agmina nimborum primique Aquilonis hiatus 
in diversa ferunt : crepat aurca grandine multa 
palla, nec Arcadii bene protegit umbra galeri. 
hie steriles delubra notat Mavortin silvos — 
horrescitque tuens — , ubi mille furoribus illi 
cingitur averso domus immansucta sub Haemo. 
ferrea compago laterum, fern> apta® teruntur 
limina, ferratis incumbunt tecta columnis. 

* et Pu : at * apta P : arta w. 


“ See note on vi. 822. 

Theban. “Tritonm”* i.f., Pallas Athena, the warlike 
goddess; the name M'as derjred from a lake in Libya, 
■ ■ ’ ■ • to one legend. 

re not in its literal sense of 
*bnows, but as =5 “pole” (so 
' one of the poles or turning- 

^ a gate or entrance into the 
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quoit craslies and reverberates, and the Oebalian® 
gloves meet in the boxing-match. But if he really 
hath that boasted fury and mad joy in battle, then 
ruthlessly will he lay innocent to'UTis in ashes, wield- 
ing sword and fire, and strike tho peoples to the ground 
while they implore the Thunderer, and exhaust the 
miserable world. Now he is lenient in warfare and 
he grows slack though I am angry : but if he hastens 
not the fight and hurls not, more swiftly than the 
word of my command, the Danaan ranks against the 
Tyrian walls — with nought cruel do I threaten him — 
let his power be all for kindliness and goodness, and his 
ungoverned rage be slackened to quietness and peace, 
let him return me his horses and his sword, nor have 
right of bloodshed any more : I will look upon the 
earth, and bid all cease from strife ; for the Ogygian ^ 
war Tritonia will suffice.'* 

He had spoken, and the Cyllenian was drawing 
nigh the fields of Tlirace ; down-gliding from the 
gate of the Northern pole * he is driven this way and 
that by the region’s everlasting tempest and the 
serried storm-clouds ranged athwart the sky and the 
first blasts of Aquilo ; the pouring hail rattles upon 
his golden robe and ill does the shady hat of Arcady 
protect him. Here he obsen’es barren forests, the 
sacred haunts of Mars — and he shudders as he looks 
— where on the far slopes of Haemus his savage 
mansion is ringed by a thousand furies. The walls 
are of iron structure, iron portals bear upon the 
threshold, the roof is carried by columns WTOUght of 

sky, as being tiie nearest point to it; tlie two ideas are 
combined in the one phrase, 

** i.e., the broad -brimmed hat known as “ petasus," 
regularly worn by Mercurj’. 
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Ineditur ndversuni Phocbi iiibnr, ipsnquc scdcm 45 
lux timet, ct durus conlristat sidcra fidgor. 
digna loco stntio : pritnis saljt Impetus nmens 
c foribus caccumquc Kefas Jrneque rubenlcs 
exsnnguesque Metus, occiiUisquc ensibus adstant 
Iiisidmc gcminumque tcncus Discorclta ferrum. 50 
innumeris strepit nula Minis, tristissima Virtus 
stat medio, laetusque Furor voltuquc cruento 
Mors armata sedet ; belloriim solus in aris 
sanguis et incensis qtii raptiis ab urbibus ignis, 
terrarum exuviae circiim, et fastigia tempi! 55 

captae insignibant gcnles, caelataque ferro 
fragmina portnrum bcllatriccsquc carinac, 
et vacui currus protritaque curribus ora, 
pacne etiam gemitus : adeo vis omnis et omne 
vulnus. ubique ipsum, sed non usquam ore remisso 
cernere erat : talem divina Mulciber arte 
edlderatj nondum radiis monstratus adulter 
foeda eatenato luerat conubia Iccto. 

Quaerere templorum regem vix coeperat ales 
Maenalius, tremit eece solum et mugire refractis 05 
comiger Hebrus aquis ; tunc quod pecus utile bello 
vallem infestabat, trepidas spumare per herbas, 
signa adventantis, clausaeque adamante perenni 
dissiluere /ores. Hyreano in sanguine pulcher 
ipse subit curru, diraque adspargine latos 70 

mutat agros, spolia a tei^o flentesque catervae ; 


“ Statius is thinking’ of the pediment of some temple; be 
appears to describe now carvings, now real things. No 
doubt he has Virg. yifn. \L 183 sff. in his mind. 

• Mulciber (N’ulcan) was the architect and craftsman of 
the gods {ef. Milton. P.L. i. 730 #7?.); he had here given 
Mars of his best work, because he had not yet been offended 
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iron. Tlic r.iys of I*liocbu< nrc wc.ikcncd when they 
meet it, the vciy- light fenrs tlint dwelling, nnd iti 
murky glare di^-mays the stars. Tit scnllncU hold 
valch there: from the outer pate wild Passion leaps, 
and blind Mischief nnd Angers flushing red and 
pallid I'ear, and 'rreachen* lurks with Inddcn sword, 
and l)i‘'Cord holding a two-edged blade. Tlircatcn- 
ings inmnncrablc make elamour in the court, sullen 
Valour stands in the midst, nnd llagc exultant and 
nnned Dentil with blood-stained visage are seated 
there ; no blood b:it that of wars is on the altars, no 
fire but snatched from burning cities. All around were 
spoils of every land, and captured peoples adorned 
the temple’s higli front," and fragments of iron- 
wrought gates and ships of war and empty cliariots 
and faces ground by clmriot-wliccls, ny, almost even 
their groans ! truly every form of violence and wounds. 
Himself was everywhere to behold, but nowhere with 
softened looks ; in such wise liad Mulciber with 
divine skill portrayed him: not yet had the adulterer, 
made manifest by the sun’s bright beams, atoned his 
shameful union in the bed’s grasping chains.^ 

Scarce had the winged Maenalian begun to seek 
the temple’s lord — lo ! earth trembles, and horned 
Hebrus bellow's and stays his torrent’s flow’ ; then all 
the war-steeds that troubled the valley sped foaming 
o’er the frightened meads, sure sign of his approach, 
and the gates barred with everlasting adamant flew’ 
open. Glorious in Hyreaniau gore he himself comes 
riding by ; far and wide the dire bespattering changes 
the aspect of the fields, behind him are borne spoils 

by Mars’ intrigue with Venus, his wife; on that occasion 
he had caught them together by means of a cunning 
bed he had made himself, rf. Horn. Od. viii. 2GG tqq. 
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(Innt sJlvnc nixquc nltft locum ; rcgik fttra iugnles 
snnguJncn Bcllnnn iimnii longnquc fnti’gat 
cuspiclc. dcrigult vi«:u Cj'llcnm proles 
submisitquc genns : ipsi rcvcrcMlin patri, 75 

si propo sit, <lcmatquc minns nee tnlia ninndet. 

" quod lovis imperium, mngno quid nb nctlicre 
portns ? ” 

occupat Armipotons • ** neque cnim hunc, germane, 
' sub axem 

spontc venis biemesque mens, cui roscida iuxta 
Maenala et aestivi clcmentior aura Lycaei.” 80 
ille refert consulta patris. nee longa morntus, 
sicut anlielabant, iuncto sudore volantes 
Mars impellit cquos, resides in proelia Graios 
ipse etiam indignans. vidit pater altus et irae' 
iam Icvior tardo flectebat ponderc vultum ; 85 

ut si quando ruit debellatasque rclinquit 
Eurus aquas, pax ipsa tumet pontumque iacentem 
fexaiiimis iam volvit Inemps : nondum arma carinis® 
omnia, nec toto respirant pectore nautae. 

Finierat pugnas honor cxscquialis inermes, 00 
necdum aberant coetus, cunctisque silentibus heros 
•vina solo fundens cinerem placabat Adrastus 
Archemori j " da, parve, tuum trieteride multa 
instaurare diem, nec saucius Arcadas aras 
malit adire Pelops Eleaque pulset eburna 0^ 

templa manu, nec Castaliis altaribus anguis, 
nec sua pinigero magis adnatet umbra Lechaeo. 

* irae Peyrared ; ira 

* carinis w j om. P (quiesciint in margin). 

• i.e., let not tlie festivals of Olympia, Delphi, or the 
Isthmus be more honoured. For Pelops see n. on iv. 590. 
The snake is the Python slain by Apollo, the shade that of 
Palaemon. 
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find weeping throngs ; forc»'l< nnd deep «no\rs give 
him rrxjm ; with Idinxly hniul dark ndlona guides 
tlic team and jilics (hem lianl with her long spear. 
The ofr‘-pring of Cyllcnc grew stiff with terror at tlic 
fight, and cast down his eyes : ny, even the Father 
himself would feel awe, were he present, and would 
forgo his threats nor command so stendy. First spake 
the Lord of War : "What decree of Jove, what 
message hringesl thou from the vast heaven ? For 
not of thine own will coinest thou, O brother, to this 
clime and to my wintiy storms, thou whose home 
is dewy Macnnlus and the kindlier air of warm 
Lycacus.” lie reports his sire's resolve. Nor docs 
Mars long delay, hut drives for^vard his flying steeds, 
all panting ns they were and sweating together 
'ncath the yoke, himself indignant that the Greeks 
were sluggisli to begin the w’nr. The Father on 
high beheld, and abating now his anger let his 
head sink with slow weight: as when the East 
wind sinks to rest and leaves the waters it has 
vanquished, yet even in calm the waters swell and 
tlie departed storm yet rolls the surface of the deep ; 
not yet h.ave the vessels .all their tackling set, nor 
do the mariners draw a full breath again. 

The funeral rites had brouglit an end to the un- 
armed combats, but the crowds w’ere not gone away, 
when amid universal silence the hero Adrastus poured 
wine upon the ground and propitiated the ashes of 
Archemorus : '* Grant, little one, that this day may 
be renewed at many a triennial feast ; let not 
maimed Pelops prefer to seek Arcadian altars or 
knock at Elean temples with his ivory arm, nor the 
serpent rather glide to the Castalian shrine, nor its 
own shade to tlie pine-groves of Lecliaeum.** We 
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nos tc IngcntS, puer, infitlamur Avcmo, 
mncstaque pcrjictnis sollcmnin iiingimus nslris, 
nunc fcstinn cohors. nt si Bocotm ferro 100 

vertcrc Iccln dfibis, inagnis tunc dignior nris, 
tunc dcus, Inncluas nec tantum culta per urbes 
numina, cnptivis ctiam itirabcrc Thcbis." 
dux ca pro cunctSs, cadcm sibi qtiisque vovebat. 

lam prom's Gradivus cqiiis Epbyraeaprcmebat 105 
litora, qua summas caput Acrocorinthos in auras 
tollit ct nlterna gcminum marc protegit umbra, 
inde unum dira comittim de plebc Pavorcm 
quadripedes anteirc iubct: non alter nnlielos 
insinuare metus animoquc avertere vires' 110 

aptior ; innumerae monstro vocesquc manusque 
et facies quamcumque relit; bonus omnia credi 
auctor et horrificis lympliare incursibus urbes. 
si geminos soles rulturaque sundeat astro, 
aut nutare solum aut vetcres descendere silvos, H® 
a 1 miseri ■\'idisse putant. tunc acre novabat 
'ingenium : false Nemeaeum puh'cre campum 
erigit; attoniti tenebrosam a vertice nubem 
respexere duces ; false clamore tumultum 
auget, et arma virum pulsusque imitatur equorum, 
terribilemque vagas ululatum spargit in auras. 121 
exsiluere animi, dubiumque in murmure vulgus 
pendet: "ubi iste fragor? ni- fallimur aure. sedunde 
pulvereo slant astra globo ? num Ismenius ultro 

^ animoque avertere vires P : animumque avertere veris w. 

* ni Po s num it'iiiliM. 

* A curious parallel ^th Macbeth. 
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refuse thee, O child, to sad Avcrnus, and link these 
mournful rites ^Yith the undying stars, we who hurry 
now to arms. But if thou wilt grant us to overthrow 
the Boeotian dwellings with the sword, then a mighty 
temple shall exalt thee, then shalt thou be a god 
indeed, nor through Inachian cities only shall thy 
w'orship spread, but Thebes also in her captivity shall 
swear by thy name.’* So vowed the chief for all, so 
vowed each warrior for himself. 

Already Gradivus with forward-straining steeds 
was trampling the Ephyrean shores, wiiere Acro- 
corinthus raises his summit into the airy heights and 
casts his shadow over the twin seas in turn. Then 
he orders Panic, one of his fearful train, to go before 
the horses : none more skilled than he to insinuate 
gasping terror and to steal courage from the heart ; 
voices and hands innumerable has the monster, and 
aspects to assume at ^vill ; all-persuasive is he, and 
his onslauglits drive cities mad with horror. If he 
suggests that there are two suns, or that the stars 
are falling, or tlie ground heaving, or ancient forests 
marching down from the hills,® alas I the wetches 
believe tliat they have seen it. A new and cunning 
trick was he then devising ; he raises a phantom 
dust upon the plain of Nemea ; astounded the chiefs 
behold above their heads the darkling cloud ; lie 
swells the tumult with unsubstantial clamour and 
imitates the clank of armour and the tread of horses' 
hooves, and scatters the terrible war-erj* upon tlie 
wandering breezes. Tlieir hearts leap in fear, and 
the crowd wait muttering in suspense ; “ Whence 
comes the noise ? — unless our cars betray us. But 
why stands the heaven in a cloud of dust? surely 
the Isjucnian soldiciy have not dared so far ? Ay, 

HI 
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flitctor ct luifTlilfi' hinj»fiirc UM-nrul'w* iirl»rt. 

^ofo ruite»rAX|ii»* «t»a4lrat aitr.i, 
nni mjlarr a<»1utn aul »rlcfr^ ^lr•^c^f^^lrrr 
n! niiicri vi(U4<c pulnnt. Him' ucrr ni»\a!)jt 
ingcniiiui : fn!io NViiirnciim pulvt-rr campum 
cripil; ntloultl Icnclirmam n >rrtlof nubcm 
rcspcxcrc iUtccs ; frtl'w clamorc tuimiUmti 
nugct, ct nnn.i M'riiiii piil>UN<(<te inillntur c<iuorutii, 
tcrribilfinque iilul.ituni ^pnr^'lt in nuras. 1-1 

ex&iliicrc nniriii, diil>iuuu}iic in munuurc vutgu'i 
pendcl: “ubUstcfrapor? ni^ fnjlimnr aurc. sctlunde 
pnh'crco slant iiblra globo ? nuin Ismcniiis nltro 

* onimoque nvcrteir %ircs /* j onUminique avcrlerc veria 
* Til JV: mini ll'tHins, 
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refuse thee, O child, to sad Avernus, and link these 
mournful rites with the undying stars, we who hurry 
now to arms. But if thou wilt grant us to overthrow 
the Boeotian dwellings with the sword, then a mighty 
temple shall exalt thee, then shalt thou be a god 
indeed, nor through Inacluan cities only shall thy 
worship spread, but Thebes also in her captivity shall 
swear by thy name.” So vowed the chief for all, so 
vowed each warrior for himself. 

Already Gradivus with for\vard-straining steeds 
was trampling the Ephyrean shores, where Acro- 
corinthus raises his summit into the airy heights and 
casts his shadow over the twin seas in turn. Then 
he orders Panic, one of his fearful train, to go before 
the horses : none more skilled than he to insinuate 
gasping terror and to steal courage from the heart ; 
voices and hands innumerable has the monster, and 
aspects to assume at will ; all-persuasive is he, and 
his onslaughts drive cities mad with horror. If he 
suggests that there are two suns, or that the stars 
are falling, or the ground heaving, or ancient forests 
marching down from the liills,® alas ! the w’retches 
believe that they have seen it. A new’ and cunning 
trick was he then devising : he raises a pliantom 
dust upon the plain of Nemea ; astounded the chiefs 
behold above their iieads the darkling cloud ; he 
swells the tumult with unsubstantial clamour and 
imitates the clank of armour and tlie tread of horses’ 
hooves, and scatters the terrible war-cry upon tlie 
wandering breezes. Tlieir hearts leap in fear, and 
the crowd wait muttering in suspense : “ Whence 
comes the noise ? — unless our ears betray us. But 
why stands the heaven in a cloud of dust ? surely 
the Isineniun suldieiy’ htt\e not dared so far? Ay, 



STATIUS 


nos tc lugcnti, pucr, InfiUftmiir Avcmo, 
mncstnqtic pcrpctiils sollcmnin iungimus nstris, 
nunc fcstinn coliors. nt si Boeotin ferro 
vcrtcrc Icctn dnbis, inngiiis tunc ilignior nris, 
tunc clcus, InnchJ.is ncc tmiturn cult.i per urbes 
nuniina, enplivis cliani iurabere ThebW.’* 
dux ca pro cunctis, cacicm sibi quisque voveb.it. 

lam pronis Gradivus cquis Kpliyraea premebat IOj 
litora, qua summas caput Acrocorinthos in auras 
tollit ct altema gcininum marc protegit umbra, 
indc unum dira comitum de plc\)e Bavorem 
quadripedes antcirc iubet: non alter nnbelos 
insinuare metus aniinoque avertere vires' 110 

aptior ; innumerae monstro vocesque manusque 
et facies quamcumquc velit; bonus omnia credi 
auctor et liorridcis lympbare incursibus urbes, 
si gemlnos soles ruituraque sundeat nstra, 
aut nutare solum aut veteres descendere silvas, 115 


a ! miseri vidisse putant. tune acre novabat 
'ingenium : falso Nerneaeum pulvere campum 
erigit; attoniti tenebrosam a vertice nubem 
respexere duces ; fatso clamore tumultum 


auget, et arma virum pulsusque imitatur equoruni, 
terribilemque vagas ululatum spargit in auras. 121 


exsiluere animi, dubiumque in murmure vulgus 
pendet: “ ubi iste fragor? ni* fallimur aure. sedunde 


pulvereo slant astra globo ? num Ismenius ultro 


* animoque avertere vires P : animumque avertere verb w. 
* ni Put num JVilkins, 
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refuse thee, O child, to sad Avernus, and link these 
mournful rites with the undying stars, we who hurry- 
now to arms. But if thou wilt grant us to overthrow 
the Boeotian dwellings with the sword, then a mighty 
temple shall exalt thee, then shalt thou be a god 
indeed, nor through Inaehian cities only shall tliy 
worship spread, but Thebes also in her captivity shall 
swear by thy name.” So vowed the chief for all, so 
vowed each warrior for himself. 

Already Gradivus with forward-straining steeds 
was trampling the Ephyrean shores, where Acro- 
corinthus raises his summit into the airy heights and 
casts his shadow over the twin seas in turn. Then 
he orders Panic, one of his fearful train, to go before 
the horses : none more skilled than he to insinuate 
gasping terror and to steal courage from the heart ; 
voices and hands innumerable has the monster, and 
aspects to assume at will ; all-persuasive is he, and 
his onslaughts drive cities mad with horror. If he 
suggests that tliere are two suns, or that the stars 
are falling, or the ground heaving, or ancient forests 
marching down from the hills,® alas ! the wretches 
believe that they Iiave seen it. A new and cunning 
trick Mas he then devising: he raises a pliantom 
dust upon the plain of Ncmea ; astounded the chiefs 
behold above their heads the darkling cloud ; he 
SM’clls the tumult >vit!i unsubstantial clamour and 
imitates the clank of armour and the tread of horses’ 
hooves, and scatters the terrible M'ar-cr}’ upon the 
wandering breezes. Tlicir hearts leap in fear, and 
the croNvd M-ait muttering in suspense : ” Whence 
comes the noise ? — unless our ears betray us. But 
Mhy stands the Ijea>en in a cloud of dust? surely 
the hujcnian soldiery bai'c not dared so far? Ay, 



STATIUS 

miles } itn cst : veniunt. nutem nutlacia 

Tliebis ? 125 

ancliibUcnt — ngcl— »clmn inferins ct bustrt colamus?’’ 
Iincc Paver nttoiiitts ; varlosqiic ])cr aprnina vultus 
induitur, mine Pisneis c ntililms imns, 
mine Pylius, nunc ore l-acoii, Jioslcsque propinquos 
aclivirat tnrma‘;<]uc metu coustemat inani. 130 

nil falsum trepidis. tit vero amentibus >p^e 
incidit ct saerne circiiin fasti/jia vnllu; 
turbine prnevectus rapido tcrsu^tulit bastnni, 
ter concussit cqiiQS, clipeuin ter pectore plauslt : 
arma, amia insani s»a qiiisqiic ignotnqne nullo 135 
more rapit, mutant galea*! alienaque cogunt 
ad iuga cornipedes ; ferus omni in pectore saevit 
mortis amor cacdisque« nilii) dagrnntibus obstat : 
proecipitant redimuntque moras. sic litora vento 
incipiente fremunt, fugitur cum portus ; ubique UO 
vela flaunt, laxi iactantur itbiquc rudentes ; 
iamque natant remi, natat omnis in aequore summo 
ancora, iam dulcis medii dc gurgite ponti 
respicituc tellus comitesque a puppe relicti. 

^'iderat Inachias rapidum glomerare cohortes H5 
Bacchus iter ; gemuit Tyriam conversus ad urbem, 
altricemque domum et patrios reminiscitur ignes, 
purpureum tristi turbatus pectore vultum ; 
non crines, non serta loco, dextramqiie reliquit 
thjTSUs, et intactae cecidenint comibus uvae. 160 
ergo ut erat laorimis lapsoque inbonorus amictu 
ante lovem — et tunc forte polum secretus Jiabebat— 


• The lightning that struck his mother Semele and caused 
his birth. 
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'tis even fo ; they come! But is Thebes then so 
bold ? Mnst tlicy vnit, think you, for us to pay riles 
to scpulclircs ? " U'hus Panic in tlieir bewildered 
minds: and many a diiTcrent countenance docs he 
assume amid their ranks, now* is he one of a thousand 
men of Pisa, now a Pylian, now a Laconian by liis 
look, and lie swears the foe arc near, and dismays the 
host with vain alarm. To their terror nought is false. 
Bui when undisguised he fell upon the distracted 
warriors, and, borne on a swift whirlwind around the 
heights of tlic sacred vale, thrice brandished his spear, 
thrice smote his steeds, tliricc claslied his shield upon 
his breast, “ to arms, to arms,” they crj', each snatch- 
ing in wild disorder his nciglibour's or his own, and 
they seize otlier helms and force strange steeds be- 
neath the yoke ; in every heart bums tlie mad lust 
of death and slaughter, nothing hinders their fiery 
rage ; in furious haste they atone for tlieir delays. 
Such a clamour fills the shore when tlie wind is rising, 
and men are leaving the port ; everywhere sails are 
bellying and loose ropes flapping, and now’ the oars 
are afloat and every anchor too upon the surface, 
and now from mid-sea they arc gazing back at the 
land they love and at the friends left far astern. 

Bacchus had seen the Inachian cohorts gather 
swiftly for the march ; with a groan he turned 
towards the Tyrian city, and he recalls tlie home 
that nurtured him and his father’s fires,® with sad- 
ness in his heart and dismay upon his bright coun- 
tenance ; disordered were his locks and garlands, 
the thyrsus was fallen from his hand and the un- 
touched grapes from off his horns ; tearful then and 
unsightly as he was with dishevelled robe, be stood 
before Jupiter — reicning then by chance alone in 

H3 
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con«;titit, hnml umqunm frtcic conspectus in ilia — 
nee causne Intiicrc patrem — , supplcxque profatur J 

cjcscmflisnc luas, tiiviiin sntor optime, T/icbas? 155 
saeva adco coniunx ? nee tc lelluris amatac 
<Icccpliquc laris iniscrct cincnimque mcomm ? 
csto, olim in\'itun> iaculatus ntibibiis ignem — 
crcdlmtis — : cn ilcriim atra refers incendia terns, 
nee Styge iurata, nee pnelieis arte rogalus. JGO 
qiiis modus ? an nobis pater iratusque, bonusque 
fulmen babes ? sed non Danacia limtna tab’s 
Parrliasiumquc nemus Lcdacasqiic ibis Amjclas. 
scilicet e cunctis ego ncglcctissima natis 
progenies ? ego nempe tamcn, qui dufee fcTcnli 
pondus cram, cui ta dignatus limina ritae 
praereptumque iter* et matemos redder© menses, 
adde, quod imbellis rarisque cxercita castris 
turba meas acies, mea tantum proclia norunt, 
nectere fronde comas et ad inspirata rotari 
buxa : timent tbyrsos niiptarum et proclia matrum. 
unde tubas Martemquc pati, qui fervidus ecce 
quanta parat ? quid si ille luos Curetas in arma 
ducat et innocuis iubeat decemere peltis ? 
quin etiam invisos — sic Jjostis defuit ? — Argos 175 

cUgis** ! o ipsis, genitor, graviora pcriclis 

‘ iter Pu j utenim Barth, iter « helped by Iimina ; stHU 
uterum is extremely plausible. 

* eligis Markland (cf. i. 259) s elicis Pta. 
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lic.^vcn — in sucli g«i‘;c as had never before been 
seen — yet lus sire knew well the cause — and spake 
in supplication : " Destroyest thou tliinc own 

Thebes, 0 worthy father of the gods ? is thy spouse 
so cruel ? piticst thou not (hat well-loved land, that 
hearth thou didst deceive, those aslies I hold dear ? 
Be it so, once thou didst hurl unwilling fire from the 
clouds — so I believe — but lo ! a second time art 
thou bringing dcadl}’ fire upon the land, without 
oath of Styx or cunning paramour’s request. What 
limit wilt thou set ? Art thou my father, and in- 
censed against me ? Kindly, and yet dost wield the 
thunderbolt ? Not in such mood wouldst thou go 
to Danae’s city, or the Parrhasian grove,® or Amyclac, 
Leda’s home. Am I then in truth the worst-scorned 
of all thy sons ? Yet am I surely he, who was a 
sweet burden for thy carrying, for whom thou 
deignedst to open once more life’s threshold and the 
way once closed against me, and the period of the 
womb.*' Moreover, my people are unwariike, and 
rarely schooled in camps, and know my warfare only, 
my battles, the twining of garlands in their hair and 
tuirling to the frenzied pipe ; they fear the wands 
that brides wield, the wars that matrons wage.® 
How should they endure the bray of trumpets and 
the work of Mars, who makes — behold him ! — such 
furious preparation ? What if he were to lead thy 
own Curetes to the fight, and bid them** decide the 
issue with their guileless targes ? Nay more, ’tis 
hated * Argos thou choosest — was there no other foe ? 
Ah ! cruel, O father, is our peril, but more cruel thy 

' i.e., my citizens. 

♦ “hated.” because Juno was Us patron goddess, the 
enemy of Thebes and Semele. 
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: novrrcnlcs liiimii'i* tlJtnrc >hTcn.'»'; I 
cqiiidcrn. qtiosncr/i trtmcn pcrcniptne 

genti«s cl, in tiiiiiiiion si quid innle fcln rrlrquil 
nintcr, nbfro iubc«J ? Tbraccn M'b'nsqiic /^vcurgi ? 
nnnc triiiniplintos fugmin cupli^'us nd fntlos ? 
dn scdcm profupo ! potiill frntcr 

sa\n — ncc Intldco— dcfi/jerc Delon ct imis 
coniincndnrc frclis ; enra subniovit nl> atre 
Jjostilcs Tritonis nquns ; \idi jp‘;e polcntcm 
fjentibiis IJois Kpnpliiim dnre iurn, ncc ullns 
Cyllene sccrctn tubas Mlno.ivc cur.it 
IjIji : quid heu tanttim noslris ofTcnderis' aris ? 
hie tibi — qunndo minor iam imsfra potentia — nodes 
Ilcrculcac phicitusquo v.^gae SyctcU)os nrdoT, 
hie Tyrium genus ct nostro fclidor igne 
tourus : Agenoreos saltern tiilare nepotes.” 

Invidiam risit pater, ct lam poplitc flexum 
stemcntemque manus tranquillus ad oscula tollit^ 
inque vicem placfda orsa refert : " non coniugis ista 
consiliis, ut rcre, pucr, ncc saeva roganti 
sic expostus ego : immoto deducimur orbe 
fatorum ; vetcres seraeque in proelia causae, 
nam cui tanta quies irarum aut sanguinis usus 
parcior humani ? \-idet axis ct ista per aevom 

* JuiniusPj ruimus u. 


^ “ ditare ” is one of those infinitives of purpose thai 
Statius uses so freelj’, cf. iii. 351 . Often the sense is lielpcu 
by the main verb t^rinj? analog-y to a verb that would 
naturally take an infinitive; this, however, is not the case 
here. 

* anchor it safely there, 

® In her contest with Poseidon Athena repelled the waters 
of the sea-god ; £paphus was the son of Zeus by Jo ; oP 
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command ! Wc p.ay the penally, to make rich® my 
stepmother’s Myccn.ac. I yield ! But my ruined 
people’s sacred rites, and nught that my mother left 
when she brought forth but for the tomb — whitlicr 
must wc depart ? to Thrace and the forests of 
Lycurgus ? or shall I flee a captive to that India 
where I once did triumph ? Grant the outlaw some 
resting-place ! My brotlicr could make Delos fast, 
Lato’s rocky home — nor do I grudge him that — and 
entrust it to tlic lowest depths ^ ; tlic Tritonian re- 
moved the hostile waters from her beloved citadel *, 
myself I have seen Epaphus lording it over Eastern 
races, and remote Cyllciic and Minoan Ida fear not 
the trumpet’s blast ; * why do our altars so ofTcnd 
thee ? Here-“Since my own influence must already 
yield — here * * * ' ' ‘‘TT .. Iting, 

and the favc * ' ’ i • • ^ • here 

was the race 'i. • . i •• 'i ' than 

my lightning-brand : protect at least Agenor’s off- 
spring t " 

Smiling at his jealousy his father raised him quietly 
to his embrace from where he knelt with arms out- 
stretched, and in turn makes tranquil answer ; ** This 
comes not by my consort’s w'ill, ns thou thinkest, 
my son, nor am I thus a slave to her fierce demands ; 
’tis fate’s unchanging w'hecl that ordains our destiny;® 
ancient causes arc leading, now late in time, to ■war. 
Whose anger sinks so soon to rest, who is more 
sparing of human blood ? The heavens and my 
Cyllene Maia bore Hermes to Zeus, vhile Ida in Crete was 
the scene of Zeus’ o>vn birth. 

** Antiope, daughter of Nycteus. 

• The metaphor here is from spinning, of wluch “ de- 
ducete” is a common term; “immoto” must therefore 
mean “ steady," " unshaken." 
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prbmovet ecce Dryas ; hie, cui nivea arma tridenterr 
atque auro rude fulmen habent, Orionis alti 25( 
non falsus virtute nepos ; procul, oro, paternum 
omen et innuptae vetus excidat ira Dianae. 
iungunt se castris regisque in nomen adoptant 
Ocalea Medeonque et confertissima lucis 2GC 

Nisa Dionaeisque avibus circumsona Thisbe. 
proximus Eurymedon, qui pastoralia Fauni 
arma patris pinuque iubas imitatur equinas, 
tembilis silvis : reor et Mavorte cruento 
tabs erit. . dites pecorum comitantur Erythrae, 265 
qui Scolon densamque iugis Eteonon iniquis, 
qui breve litus Hyles Atalantaeamque superbi 
Schoenon habent notique colunt vestigia campi ; 
fraxineas Macetum vibrant de more sarisas 
saevaque difficiles excludere volnera peltas. 270 
ecce autem clamore ruunt Neptunia plebes 
Onchesti : quos pinigeris Mycalessos in agris 
Palladiusque Melas Hecataeaque gurgite nutrit 
Gargaphie, quorumque novh Haliartos aristis > 
invidet et nimia^ sata laeta supervenit herba. 275 
tela rudes trunci, galeae vacua ora leonum, • 
arborei dant scuta sinus, hos regis egenos ' 
Amphion en noster agit — cognoscere pronum, 
virgo — , lyra galeam tauroque insignis avito. 
macte animo iuvenis, medios parat ire per enses 280 
nudaque pro caris opponcre pectora muris. 

* nimiab': nivea J*s Oarrod conj,\\va. 


• Various causes are assigned for Diana’s anger with 
Orion ; see Class. Diet. 

* Thiabe was faiiioii!i for Its doves. All these towns 
are In Boeotian a verj* similar list occurs in Plln. iV.//. 
Iv. 7. 12, but btatius abo takes bints from ilomer’s 
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whose snow-white armour bears a trident and a fire- 
brand rudely wTought in gold* is for valour true grand- 
son of exalted Orion : heaven forfend the ill omen of 
his sire, and chaste Diana’s ancient grudge “ 1 Ocalea 
and Medeon join our camps and declare for our 
monarch’s cause, and thickly-wooded Nisa and 
Thisbe echoing with Dione’s tuneful birds.*’ Next 
is Eurymedon who counterfeits the pastoral arms 
and horsehair crest of his father Faunus with club 
and leaves of pine ; terrible is he in the woodland, 
and such, I ween, will he be in the bloody conflict. 
Eiythrae rich in flocks is with us, and so are they who 
hold Scolos, and Etconos set thick with arduous 
ridges, and the brief strand of Hyle, and tlie proud 
folk of Schoenos, Atalanta’s home, wlio till tlic famous 
plain lier feet imprinted : they brandish as of wont 
the long ashen Macedonian shafts, and targes that 
Bcarce can ward off savage blows. But lo 1 the 
Neptuniati folk of Oiichestus rush on witli shouts : 
they vhom Mycalessos nourishes beneath Ijer pines, 
and Melas, Pallas’ stream, and Gargaphic with the 
waters loved of Hccatc, and they on whose young 
wheat Ilaliartos looks je.ahmslv, o’ergrowing the glail 
cornlandswith too abundant gr.ass. Unfashioned tree- 
trunks arc their wenjHms, and lions’ cinptv jaws their 
liehns, the curving bark nlTords them huckfers. 'rhi*sc, 
as they lack a king, our own AmpI»iim,l(Kik! i^ leading 
'tis easy t<i rccognite him, O maul — con'picuuui 
with a Ure and our anct*''tr.al Imll u]K>n hi^ fielm. .\ 
blessing oii thv courage, >outh ! he i> rrad_\ t«» go 
where swords arc l!»ickr-i. .niul pmttct with nnVet! 
breast the w.-dK he losr^. Yc ixunc to add >i>ur 
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'VOS etiam nostris, Heliconia turba, venitis 
addere rebus opem ; tuque, o Permesse, canorls 
et felix, Olmie,^ vadis armastis alumnos 
^bellorum resides, patriis concentibus audis . 283 

exsultare gregem, quales, cum pallida cedit 
bruma, renidentem dcduciint Strymona cygni. 
ite alacres, numqiiam vestri morientur honores, 
bellaque perpetuo memorabunt carmine Musae.’ 

Dixex'at, et paulum virgo interfata loquenti : 290 

“ illi autem/quanam iunguntur origine fratres ? 
sic certe paria arma viris, sic exit in auras 
cassidis aequus apex ; utinam haec concordia nostris! 
cui senior ridens : “ non prima errore videndi 
falleris, Antigone : multi hos — nam decipit aetas-~ 
dixerunt fratres- pater est natusque, sed oevi 200 
confudere modos : puerum Lapithaona nymphe 
Dercetis expertem thalami crudumque maritis* 
ignibus ante diem cupido violavit amore 
improba conubii ; nec longum, et pulcher Alatreus 
editus, ac primae genitorem in florc iuventae 301 
consequitur traxitque notas et miscuit annos.. 
et nunc sic fratres mentilo nomine gaiident, 
plus pater ; hunc olim iuvat et ventura senectus. 
tercentum genitor totidemquc in proelia natus 305 
exercent equites : hi deseruisse feruntur 
exilem Glisanta Coroniamque, feracem 
messe Coroniam, Bnccho Glisanta colentes.® 

* Olmie Gronocius ; hormie /*w. 

• maritis ta(e ifss,! tnariU Pu. ' 

* colentes iV : colenli Lllh. 


* " tlcduccre *' here with two accusatives, the phrase 
*‘concrnlum deilucrre ” Iwinp e<|uivalent to “cantare,” 
anotJjer esainpJc of Italian analc^y. The construction l3 
found also in Greek. 
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strength to ours, ye Heliconian throng, and tliou, 
Permessus, and Olmius, happy in your tuneful 
streams, ye have armed your unwarlike sons. Now 
liearest thou thy people exult in strains worthy of 
their home, such strains as, when pale winter yields, 
the swans uplift in praise of smiling Strymon." 
Onward, valiant ones ! your praise shall never die, and 
Muses in songs unending shall recount your wars.” 

He had finished, when the maiden briefly spake in 
turn : ” But those yonder, what tie of birth unites 
those brethren ? So truly alike are their arms, so 
rise their helmet-peaks into the air together ; would 
that my brothers had such concord ! ” Smiling the 
old man answered her : ” Thou art not the first, 
Antigone, to be so deluded in thy seeing ; many 
have called them brethren, for their years deceive. 
Father and son they are, though the fashions of age 
are all confounded : the nymph Dercetis in burning 
passion and shameless lust of wedlock corrupted ere 
his time the boy Lapithaon, still innocent of tlie 
marriage bed and unripe for a lover’s flames ; and 
soon was born the fair Alatreus, and overtakes his 
father while still in the flower of youth, and assumes 
his features and confounds their years. So now they 
rejoice in the false name of brethren, but more the 
father ; for the past has brought him pleasure as well 
as the years to come.^ Three hundred knights doth 
the sire marshal for the fr,ay, and the son as many 
more ; these, they say, have left scant Gtisas anti 
Coronia, once their husbandmen, Coronia rich in 
har\est, GHsas fertile in the grape. But rather look 

• “ohm” Ims llie Silver Latin ineaniii^ “all this time** 
(»“ lamdudum ”) t “ Imat ** seems to be used first Imper- 
sonally and then with *’ senectus ’* as subject. 

VOL. It r 
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sed potius cclsos umbrnntcm liunc aspice late 
Ilypsea quadriiugos, clipci septcmplice tauro 310 
laeva, ter insuto scrvantur peclora ferro, 
pectora : nam tergo numquam metus. hasta 
vetustum 

silvarum dccus, cmissac cui pervia semper 
armaque corporaque et numquam manus inrita voti. 
Asopos genuisse datur, dignusque videri 315 

tunc pater, abreptis cum torrcntissimus exit 
pontibus, aut natac tumidus cum virginis ultor 
flumina concussit gencrum ind/gnata Tonantem. 
namque ferunt raptam patriis Aeginan ab undis 
amplexu latuisse lovis : furit amnis et astris 320 
infensus bellare parat — nondum ista licebant 
nec superis — } stetit audaces cffusus in Iras, 
conseruitque manum, nec quern imploraret habebat, 
donee vix tonitru submotus et igne trisulco 
cessit. adhuc ripis animosus gurges anhelis 325 
fulmineum cinerem magnaeque insignia poenae 
gaudet et Aetnaeos in caelum efflare vapores. 
talem Cadmeo mirabimur Hypsea campo, 
si modo placavit felix Aegina Tonantem. 
ducit Itonaeos et Alalcomenaea Minervae 330 

agmina, quos Midea et quos uvida^ suggerit Arne, 
Aulida qui Graeanque serunt viridesque Plataeas, 
et sulco Peteona domant refluumque meatu 
Euripum, qua noster, Iiabent, teque ultima tractu 
Anthedon, ubi graminco de litore Glaucus 335 

poscentes inrupit aquas, iam crine genisque 
caerulus, et mixtos expavit ab inguine pisces. 

^ uvida lUinsiut {Jrom Horn, II. li. 501): vivida Pi 
humida w. 
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nl Hyp^cu' c.i«-!inp In< >1iado%v far o’er liU lofty 
steed';, Ids left ^idc pmrtlcd hy tl>n sevenfold hnll’s- 
Iddc of Ids 'ildeld. Ids breast by triple woven mall : 
Ids breast, for no fear balli he for Ids back. Ills 
spear Is an ancient plorj* of the sroodland : once 
thrown it always cleaves armour and flesh alike, and 
Ids hand fails never of Its aim. Asnpos Is deemed his 
sire, a father worthy to behold, when in foil torrent 
he sweeps past the wTcck of britlgcs, or In ssvollcn 
wrath and vengeance for his maiden daughter he 
lashes Ids waters to fury and scorns the Thunderer 
]jcr paramour. Tor they say that Aegina svas 
carried by force from her father’s stream and hidden 
in the embrace of Jove ; the river in wild rage pre- 
pares fierce war against the stars— not yet had even 
the gods such licence — ; in defiant, quenchless anger 
he stood and strove, nor had he any whose aid he 
could implore, till, scarce subdued by the threefold 
lightning of tlie brand, lie yielded. Even yet doth 
the proud flood rejoice from out Ids heaving banks 
to pant forth 'gainst licaven fiery aslies, the signs of 
his dire punishment, and Actnaean vapours. Such 
furyslu” ”• • ” 

mean p 
Thunde 

Alalcomcnaean bands, and those whom Midea 
furnishes and Arne rich in grapes, the men w’ho sow 
the fields of Aulis and of Graea and verdant Plataeae, 
and subdue Peteon with furrows and hold — where 
it is ours — Euripus whose current ebbs and flow's, 
and thee, Anthedon, remotest of our lands, where 
from the grassy shore Glaucus plunged beneath the 
waters that summoned him, sea-green already in 
face and hair, and started to behold the fish-tail 
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glnndibtis ct torta zcpliyros inddcrc* lunda 
cura : Cydoncas anicibunt gacsa sagittas. 
tu quoque pracclarum forma, Ccphisc, dcdisses 340 
Narcis«:um, sctl Thesplncis iam pallet in agri'? 
trijx puer ; orbnta florem, pater, adluis imda. 
quis tibi Plioebcas acics vctcremque rcvoU'at 
Piiocida ? qui Panopen, qui Daulida, qul Cyparisson, 
et valles, Lebadia, tuas ct Hyampolin aeri 245 
subnixam scopulo, vcl qui Pamasson utrumque 
aut Cirrbam tnuris Anemorianque supinant 
Coiychimque nemus, propellentemque Lilaean 
Cephisi glaciale caput, quo suctus anhelam 
ferre sitim Python amnemque avertere ponto, 350 
omnibus immi.vtas cono super aspice Jauras 
armaque vel Tityon vel Delon habentia, vel quas 
hie deus innumera laxa\it caede pharetras. 

Iphitus asper agit, genitor cui nuper ademptus 
Ivaubolus Hippasides, tuus, o mitissime Lai, 355 
hospes j adhuc cumis securaque loro tenebam,* 
cum tua subter equos iacuit con\*ulsa cruentis 
ictibus, o utinam nostro cum sanguine, cemx ! ’’ 
Dicenti maduere genae, vultumque per omnem 
pallor iit, vocisque repens singultus apertum 360 
intercepit iter ; refovet frigentis amicum 
pectus alumna senis ; redit atque exile profatur : 

“ o mihi sollicitum decus ac suprema voluptas, 


incidere u s incedere Px incendere Poatgate. 
* tenebam P : tenebat w. 


• “ mixtos ” is pregnant, *' joined with and growing from. 

• Narcissus, beloved of Eclio, fell In love with his own 
image while gazing into the water; he remained there tih be 
died, when he was turned into the flower called after him. 
Cephisus is the Boeotian, not the Attic, river of that name 
(but e/'. Soph. Oed, Cot. 681 * 77 . )• 

• The Parnassians bear on their shields emblems of 
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growinp from In« vnUl,^ Tliry wMrl Ihc sling nnd 
clc.ivc the xcpliyrs >'ith the hnllcts : their javelin’* 
>vjll outstrip fled nrrows. lliou too, Ccphi*u<, 
MouhUl liavc sent pre-eminent in hcniity, 

hut nlready, sltibbom-hcartcc! hoy, he is n pale flower 
in n Tljc^pian field : thou, O father, dost lave it 
vith thy childlc*^s waves. Who could recount to 
thee the troops of I’hochiis and of ancient Phocis ? 
Panopc, DauHs, Cyparissos, thy valleys, Lchadia, 
and Ilyanipolis that nestles beneath a beetling 
elilT, the husbandmen who with their bulls upturn 
Pnmassos’ either slope and Cirrha and Anemoria 
and the woodland of Corycia, and Lilacn tliat sends 
forth the ice-cold springs of Cephisus, whither Python 
was ssont to take his panting thirst and turn aside 
the river from the sea : on all their helms behold the 
entwined bay, on all their armour Tityos or Delos 
or the quivers that the god emptied here in countless 
slaughter.^ Their leader Is warlike Iphitus, whose 
father lately slain was Nntibolus, son of Hippasus, 
tliy friend, most gentle Laius : still svas I holding the 
chariot-reins, without thought of ill, when thy neck 
lay mangled by cruel blow’s beneath the horses’ hooves 
— would that my blood had floAved tliere too !** ” 

His eyes were moistened as he spoke, and all his 
face grcAV pale, and sudden sobs checked the free 
passage of his voice ; his Avard soothes the trembling 
old man’s friendly heart ; he recovers and faintly 
speaks : “ O thou, my anxious pride and chiefest 
Apollo’s exploits, e.ff. the slaughter of Tityos who attempted 


i. 65), and slew him in a quarrel that arose there. 
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Antigone t scM 5 til« elemoror fnijirolnis iimbrns, 
fors cnticm *>cclcrn ct rtic<Ics vUtirus nvitn*;, 
donee tc timkmis hnhtlcm fntcgTAinqnc resignem : 
hoc satis, ct fessum vita dimiltitc, Parcac. 

SiCtl dum labor iners, quanti — ntific cccc revise— 
transnbicre duces : Clonin atquc in terga coniantcs 
non ego Abnnlindns, non tc, satosa Carj’slc, 3'® 
non luimilcs Aegas nltiiinqiic Caglicrca dixi. 
et inm acics obkunsa negat, cunclique rcsistunt, 
ct tuns nrmntis iubet ecce stlcnlia fratcr.*' 

Vix ea tiirre scncx, com rector ab aggcrc coepit : 
** magnanimi reges, qinbus liaud parcrc rccusem 375 
ductor el ipse mcas miles defcndcrc Tlicbas, 
non ego VOS stimulare parem — nam liber in arma 
impetus, et meritas uUro iurastis in iras — , 
nee laudare satis dignasque repcndcrc grates 
sufficiam — referent superi vestraeque subacto 3S0 

hoste manus — : urbem socia de gente subistis 
tutari, quam non aliis populator ab oris 
belb'ger extemave satus tellure, sed hostis 
indigena adsultat, cui castra adversa regenti 
hie pater, luc genetrix, hie iunctae stirpe sorores, 
hie erat et frater. cerne en ubicumque nefandus 
excidium mollris avis : venere volentes 
Aoniae populi, nec sum tibi, saeve, relictus. 
quid velit ista cohors, et te sentire decebat : 
reddere regna vetant," sic fatus, et omm'a rite 390 
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pleasure, Antigone ! *tis for thee I shamelessly delay 
my late-arriving death, though perchance I must 
behold the crimes and murders of thy house repeated, 
until I deliver thee unharmed and fit for wedlock : 
that is enough ; then, O Fates, let me leave this 
weary life. But while I am feebly swooning, what 
mighty champions — ah ! now I see them again — 
have passed before us ! Clonis I numbered not, 
nor the long-haired sons of Abas, nor thy men, rocky 
Carj’stus, nor low-lying Acgae and lofty Caphereus 
But now my dimmed sight says me nay, and all have 
halted, while thy brother, look I bids the armed host 
be silent.” 

Scarce had the old man ended upon the tower, 
when the prince began from a high mound : ” Great- 
hearted chieftains, whom I your leader would not 
refuse to obey and fight, a common soldier for my 
native Thebes, no attempt were mine to stir your zeal 
—for freely have ye rushed to arms and of your own 
accord taken oath to champion my riglitcous anger — 
nor shall I suffice to praise enough or pay you n orthy 
thanks — the gods and your own victory o’er the foe 
will make requital ; from friendly peoples are ye 
come to protect a city a«;sailcd by no pillaging 
Warrior from foreign shores, no stranger from an 
alien land, but a native enemy, who ns he marshals 
his opposing camps has here a father and a mother 
and sisters of one blood, ay, and a brother liad he 
too. ! vith V hat gtiilt thou plottest destruction 
cvcr 5 '\> here against t!»y fatlicr's race ; !)ut the Aonian 
peoples ha%c come »iUmRly to my aid, nor, cruel 
one, am I left to be tltv \ictiin. \\ hat yonder army 
wills, tliou too fhouldest lie feeling: tJiey forbid 
me to rInc up the throne,” llius lie spoke, and 
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disponit, qui bella gerant, qui moenia servent, 
quas in fronte manus, medio quas robore sistat. 
pcrspicuas sic luce fores et virgea pastor , 
claustra levat/ dum terra recens ; iubet ordine primo 
ire duces, media stipantur plcbe maritae ; 335 

ipse levat' gravidas et Itumum tractura parentum 
ubera, succiduasque adportat matribus agnas. 

Interea Dana! noctemque dieraque sub armis, 
noctem iterum rursusque diem — sic ira’ferebat — 
ingeminant : contempta quies, vix aiit sopor illis 400 
nut epulae fecere raoram ; properatur in hostem 
more fugae. nec monstra tenant, quae plurima 
nectit 


prodigiale canens cerli fors praevia fati, 
quippe serunt diros monitus volucresque feraeque 
sidcraque aversique suis decursibus amnes, 405 
infestumque tonat pater et mala fulgtu’a lucent; 
terrificaeque adytis voces cltisaeque deorum ' 
sponte fores ; nunc sanguineus, nunc saxeus imber, 
et subiti manes flentumque occursus avorum, 
tunc et Apollincae tacucre oracula Cirrhae, 
et non adsuctis pernox ululavit Eleusin 
mensibus, et templis Sparte praesaga reclusis 
vidit Amyclaeos — facinus ! — concurrere fratres. 
Arcades insanas latrare Lycaonis umbras 
nocte ferunt tacita, saevo decurrere campo 415 
Oenomaum sua Pisa refert ; Aclieloon utroque 
deformem cornu % agus infamabat Acaman. 

Perseos efligiem maeslam exorantque Mycenae 


* levat . . . levol Pwj novat (/. 39t) conj. PhilUmortt 
juval (/. 396) coTxj. Imho/, hut auch repetUtona are eharae- 
terUti^. 
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• Castor and Pollux. 
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onlcrs nil tilings <luly, vlio nrc to meet tlic foe, who 
to gunrtl the walls, what troops shall lend the van, 
whom he shall place in mid-array. Kven so docs n 
shepherd, ^^hilc the earth Is frcsli and the rays nrc 
shining through the doorways, unfasten the wattled 
pens ; he bids the leaders go first, then follow the 
crowding ewes ; he liimsclf aids those that nrc with 
young, and the parents whose udders trail the ground, 
and bears to their mothers’ side the failing lambs. 

Meanwhile the Dana* by day and night and night 
and day march under amis : wrath bears them on- 
ward ; they scorn repose, scarce sleep or food delays 
them, like a fleeing army they haste toward the foe. 
They heed not the portents that chance, the herald 
of doom, with ominous presage strews thickly in their 
path ; for birds and beasts give awful warnings, stars 
also and backward flowing rivers, and the Father 
thunders against them and baneful liglitnings gleam ; 
terrifying voices arc heard in slirines, and temple 
gates shut of tlieir own accord ; now it rains blood, 
now stones, ghosts suddenly appear and sires of old 
confront them weeping. Then too did Apollo’s oracle 
at Cirrha fall silent, and all night through in months 
unwonted did Eleusis Avail, and prophetic Sparta saw 
in open temples — fearful sight ! — the brethren of 
Amyclae ® locked in conflict. The Arcadians say 
that in the silence of the night Lycaon’s shade barked 
madly,** and his own Pisa tells that Oenomaus drove 
o’er that cruel plain ; Achelous, maimed of either 
horn,® Avas dishonoured by the Acamanian exile.** 
Sad is the image of Perseus to Avhich Mycenae prays, 

* Lycaon Avas turned into a wolf by Jupiter. 

• Tlv Hercules in the strujfgle for Deianira. 

* •• «.e. Tydeus. 
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confusum lunonis ebur ; mugire potentem 
Inachon agricolae, gemim maris incola narrat 420 
Thebanum toto planxisse Palaemona ponto. 
haec audit Pelopea phalanx^ sed belHcus ardor 
consiliis obstat divum prohibetque timeri. 

lam ripas, Asope, tuas Boeotaque ventum 
flumina. non ausae transmittere protinus alae 425 
bostilem fluWum ; forte ct trepidantibus ingens 
descendebat agris, animos sive imbrifer arcus, 
seu montana dedit nubes, seu fluminis ilia 
mens fuit obiectusque vado pater arma vetabat. 
tunc fcrus Hippomedon znngno cum fragmine ripae 
cunctantem deiecit equum, ducibusque relictis 431 
gurgite de medio frenis suspensus et armis 
“ itc ^iri *’ clamat, “ sic vos in moenia primus 
duccre, sic clusas voveo perfringere Tliebas.” 
praecipitant cuncti fluvfo puduitque sccutos. 435 
ac \'clut ignotum si quando armcnta per amnem 
pastor agit, stat triste pecus, procul altera tcllus 
omnibus et late medius timor : ast ubi ductor 
tauriis init fecitque vndum, tunc mollior undn, 
tunc facilcs saltus, visacque ncccderc ripac. 440 
Ilnudprocuiindc iugum tiitisquc ndcommoda casin'? 
ar\-a notant, unde urbem ctiam turresque v/derc* 
Sidonins ; placuil sedcs fidique rcccptus, 
rtille per excelsum palulo, quern siibler npcrlo 
area s/nti, null/que aliis a tnoatifim instant 4/5 

de^pectus : nee longa labor munimina diirus 

* »k}erc t vMlrn P/i/K 


• «t Ihc Isfhmus of Corinth, w/irrr Palaemoo, son of 
Inn, «Bt worshipped. 

• IliU u.se of nwjr crwnaml with Ihat la 

1. of a UndiiiilF, '* tliooT." 
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and downcast is Juno*s ivory statue ; the rustics tell 
how mighty Inachus bellowed, and the dweller by 
the douWe main® how Tlieban Palaemon made lament 
over the whole sea. The Pelopcan phalanx hears 
these warnings, but w'arlikc ardour hinders heavenly 
counsels and robs them of their terror. 

Already they w'cre come to thy banks, Asopus, 
and the Boeotian streams. The squadrons dared not 
cross the hostile river forthwith ; by chance too he 
w.as descending in mighty flood upon the trembling 
fields, wliethcr the rain-bringing bow or mountain 
clouds had given him strength, or whether the river- 
sire so purposed and hurled his stream athwart tlicm 
to forbid their arms. Then fierce Hippomedon with 
a great tearing of the bank tlirust down his wavering 
steed, and supported by reins and trappings shouts 
from mid-stream to the leaders left behind : “ For- 
ward, ye men ! and I will be the first, I warrant 
YOU, to lead the attack and break througli the 
Theban ramparts.” AU fling tlicmselvcs into the 
river, ashamed to Iwvc but followed. Just so do 
cattle stand dism.aycd when the licrdsman drives 
them to an unknown stream ; far distant seems the 
other b.ank, and fc-ar^ stretches wide between ; but 
when the chieftain bull leaps in and makes the 
crossing, then gentler seem the waters, and c.asicr 
the jdunge, and the b.anks seem to draw nearer. 

Not far from thence they mark a riilge and fiull.able 
ground for a safe camp, whence too they can beiiold 
the city and the Sidonian towers ; the situation 
plc.ascil them and ofierrd secure retreat ujHin a higlj 
and spreading hill, with open sm clling fields !>ene3tli 
nor any other inount.nins near at hand to overlook ; 
no Weary toil added long hnes of earthworks, for 
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nature herself mar\'cllously favoured the spot. Rocks 
rose to form a rampart, and the sliclving earth sen'cd 
for trenches, and four chance mounds made bastions : 
the rest they themselves provide, until all tlic light 
had left the hills, and sleep gave rest to weariness. 

What words could portray the consternation of 
Thebes ? In the face of war’s impending doom dark 
night racks her with sleepless terror and threatens 
her with the coming day. Men hurry hither and 
thither on the walls ; in that awful panic nought 
seems guarded or secure enough, no strength is in 
Amphion’s fortress. Rumour announces other foes 
on every side, and Fear yet more and mightier ; 
yonder they see the Inachian tents and foreign watch- 
fires in their own native hills. Some pray and en- 
treat the gods, others exhort their weapons of war 
and battle-steeds, others weeping embrace the hearts 
they love and piteously appoint their pyres and 
funeral honours for the morrow.® If their eyes are 
closed in a brief slumber, they are waging war ; 
distraught, they now sicken of life, now prize delay ; 
they pray for the light, yet fear its coming. Tisiphone, 
shaking her twin serpents, goes rioting through either 
camp ; brother against brother she inflames and 
against both their sire : aroused he wanders far 
from his secret cell,*’ and implores the Furies and 
prays for his lost eyes once more. 

Already had breaking day put out cold Phoebe 
and the fading stars, while Ocean was pregnant with 
dawning fire, and the sea’s expanse, revealed by 
new-born Titan, was sinking to rest beneath his 
radiant panting steeds : lo I Jocasta, wild-eyed, with 
hoarj’ unkempt hair falling about her haggard face, 
her bosom bruised and livid and in her hand a branch 
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nigra ferens ramuraque oleae cum velleris atri 
nexibus, Eumenidum velut antiquissima, portis 
egreditur magna cum maiestate raalorum. 
hinc atque bine natae, meJior iam sexus, aniles 
praecipitantem artus et plus quam possit euntem 
sustentant. venit ante hostes, et pectore nudo 4S1 
claustra adversa ferit tremub'sque ululatibus orat 
admitti : “reserate Warn I rogat impia belli 
mater j in his aliquod ius exsecrabile castris 
Jiuie utero est." trepidi nsam expavere manipli 4 Sj 
auditaraque raagis ; remeat iam missus Adrasto 
nuntius : excipiunt iussi raediosque per enses 
dant iter* ilia duces ut primum aspexit Achivos, 
clamorem liorrendum luctu furiata resolvit : 
*‘Argolici proceres, ecquis monstraverit liostem, 490 
quern peperi ? quanam inveniam, mibi dicite, natum 
sub galea ? ” venit attonitae Cadmeius heros 
ob^ius, et raptani lacrimis gaudentibus implet 
solaturque tenens, atque inter singula matrem, 
matrem iterat, nunc ipsnm urgens, nunc cara sororum 
pectora, cum mixta detus amis nsperat ira : 49C 

“quid niolles lacrimas venernndaque nomina /ingis, 
rex Argive, mihi ? quid colla amjdevibus nmbis 
invisamque teris ferrnto pectore matrem ? 
tune ille vagus el miserahlUs hospes ? 

quein non permoveas? lungae tua iussa coliortes 
exspectant, multofjue latus praefiilgurat ense. 
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of olive entwined with sable wool, goes forth from 
the gates in all the mighty majesty of sorrow, like 
to the most ancient of the Furies. On this side and 
on that her daughters, now the better scx,“ support 
her as she hastens her aged limbs and would fain go 
faster than her strength allows. She goes to meet 
the foe, and baring her breast she strikes upon the 
gates and with tremulous w.ail prays for admittance : 
“ Unbar the road ! it is the guilty mother of the 
war AN ho asks you ; some right to utter curses in this 
camp have I by virtue of this Avomb.” The squadrons 
started Avith alarm beholding lier, and hearing 
her, yet more ; and noAV the messenger sent to 
Adrastus returns ; at his command they receive her, 
and open a Avay through the swords’ midst. As soon 
as she saw the Acliaean princes, she uttered a fearful 
cry of rage and grief : “ Ye Argive chiefs, Avho Avill 
shoAV me the enemy Avhom I bore ? Under Avhat 
helm — tell me — shall I find my son ? ” Thus frantic 
she is met by the Cadmean hero, wlio clasps lier to 
him and sheds tears of joy, and holding her in his 
arms consoles her, and ever and anon repeats 
“ mother ! ” ** mother ! ” entreating noAV herself, noAV 
his beloved sisters — ^Avhen the aged dame mingles 
sharp anger Avith lier Aveeping : “ Why this pretence 
of unmanly tears and venerable names to me, O 
Argive prince ? Why dost thou put thy arms about 
my neck, and crush thy hated mother against this 
mail-clad breast ? Art thou that Avandering exile, 
that hapless stranger ? Whose heart Nvouldst thou 
not stir ? Far-stretching cohorts aNvait thy Avord 
and Countless blades glitter at thy side. Ah ! Ave 

« I.#., in contrast to their Impious ” brothers. 
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K n»l!rr4r niatrfi ! I»jnr tr 

(IrflrliAn^ ? <{ trrlu tamn* nionltij lut^runj 

<li;;n.Trii, iltiin r.\«!rA *{Vn5 

luifTt'.fll prtirlrK ln!»r«>»jiir ! 

i incnim ]>4tr5iT«q«r itmri arjiifAqiir «4l5rm 

trcl« \ l(!r, frnlrrm»nir— Atjfr n tutnlna?— fr.ttrcrn 
ntiloqurrr rl rrpuum I-im inr iti!* Imtifr j'<KC‘r : 
ntit jlnbll, ntil frrruui C4ui.-i mrliorr rc’imuc^. 
niirir tinic’i, nr forlr rl tr matrr 

tlrctp!.*itn ? noti 55c fnUrrm <*fnnr |)rnitr< 
rfTupIt : vix Or<II{VKlr «lin*rnlr tirnrri-<. 
nnp^l Hiuidrnt pcpcrlijur ncfn'. 5ril iHlIj'u — 
ft dolor !— ct votnw ctinmnutn ctcu«o furorr*. 515 
qtiodsi ndco prr*lni, tiUro tibl, «ftc\r, tHiirnphtim 
dctuliinu^ : rcl5j?n captfts In tcrgft sororcx, 

Ifdcc vinclft inilii : jjrnvls hue ulcuniqiie frretur 
ct p.itcr. nd vrslrujii gcmituH nunc verto pudorem, 
Inachidftc, HquUli^i eniin pnr\<>'>quc sj'necquc 5^ 
ct lacririifts hft^ quisque 4)ond : sun crtxh'tc nuitri 
viscera I si vobis Inc parvo in tempore enrus— 
sitque j)recor— ^uid me, oro, docet quidve istn, 

’ Peliisgi, 

libera ? ab Hyreanis hoc Odiysitsve tulissem 
regibus, et si qui nostros vicero furores. 525 

adnuite, aut natum complexa superstite bcllo 
hie moriar.” tumidas frangebant dicta cohortes, 
nutantesque virum galeas et spnrsa \ideres 

• i.e.f to Thebes, whither Jocasta has Invited him. 
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unhappy mothers ! Is this t!»c son whom I wept 
for clay and night ? Yet if thou hast respect for tlic 
counsel of thy kinsfolk, now, while the armies arc 
silent, and natural afFcclion shrinks Irresolute from 
war, I thy mother command thee and entreat : come 
with me, and look at least on tliy country's gods and 
the homes which soon must burn, and, thy brother 
— why dost thou look away ? — speak to thy brother 
and demand thy realm with me now for arbiter : 
either he will grant it, or thou wilt resume the sword 
\\ith better right. Or fcarest thou, lest there be 
treachery, and I thy mother purposely deceive thee ? 
Not so wholly has righteousness fled our unhappy 
house ; scarce shouldst thou have to fear if Oedipus 
led thee,® Sinful verily was my m.arrjdng and my 
bringing forth, but I love you even so — ah I bitter 
grief 1 — and even now forgive your fury. But if 
thou dost persist so far, of our occord we give 
thee the victory, cruel one I Seize thy sisters and 
bind their hands behind them, load me with chains ; 
thy sire shall also be brought hither, aged though 
he be. And now to your sense of shame, ye sons of 
Inachus, I turn my sad appeal ; for ye have left at 
home, each one of you, little ones and aged parents 
and tears like these : believe in a mother's feelings ! 
If my son here has grown dear to you so soon — and 
I pray he may be dear — ^^vhat must I feel, Pelasgians, 
how must this bosom suffer ! This might I have 
borne from Hyrcanian or Odrj'Sian princes, and those 
M'hose frenzy surpassed my o^vn. Grant my request, 
or may I die here with my arms around my son, nor 
live to see this Avar." The proud cohorts quailed 
before her words, and one could have seen the 
warriors’ helmets quaking and their armour bedewed 
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llrlllHH nnti* I’lh. uM trl» tirnn^af* 

jifntifui'j Im fulnof, ;:4tt.trntt{ttr In rf>f|xipr rJpio' 
frrufnin dilTrrrr fjfnrni t «{,* <{rt4 iVluijurrj 
cnftiA frfTi' iur Atitiui fTUfitiJfvrfAt nrff'>r. 

JjHr rti \ni nntr (vrul'H nttrif inAtf M a<! i«c»? t 
mifjr null* tmnr /Irl»i|jor4* prrcAnifj ^ 

Aijf/C‘’nr<, \rtr<.npjr atUmtini lnffMfifr pfcw'rHA 
«'xcl(lrra{ rr;;niiin : ruj*lt Irr, rt AelrAfltK 

»uifj vrtnt I Mr luilflr ly<!r»i« fnrrnor <K'r»p4t irar 5 
" iJir Jim'il, qul fidiiin l!lri>rIrA niiprr 

rxprrhu. rirc ffAtrr rratti^ iiir opjJonUr rr^jl# 
ciiJus ntlhtic p.irriti rffrr^jiAMi rt N>n.t fortJrra fjoto 
prclorc In u!»I nine fiiJrl pacl'ipir scipic^tra 
fiintrr eras, ptilchrH rum mr not vcitrn niorata r^t 
IiospUlii ? nrmpc )iarr trnhU n<l romincrria natuiu r 
flue iliiini in catnpinn, \'c\tro (pi) aan^minr pinx^uis 
spiral ndliuc jiin^uKcpic inro. tii j>om) sequent* 
heu nimium snitis nitnUmiquv ohlitr tuorum ? 

.scilicet Infestnc cum tc circum umilque {icttr.ie 
siudnbunt eases, !mcc flcMi cl anna quiescent ? 
teue illc, heu Ucuieus, bcmel intra moenia clausum 
posscssumquc ocliis Argiin in castra remittet ? 551 

ante Imcc cxcusso froiulfscct lancea ferro, 

Jnaclius ante retro nostcrtpie Aclicloiis nbibit. 
sed mite ndloquiutn ct sac\is pax (piaerilur nrmb : 
linec quoque castrn patent, nccdum mcruerc timers 
an suspcctus ego ? abscedo ct men volncra dono. CotJ 

^ in corpore capto Pi^ s’ cniore recepto JVanrf vriltfn over 
in X>. 

* tiebiliora Pu : flebilis ora QDlf. ___ 

* Tydeus ironically repeals Jocasta's plea for discussion, 
and suggests that it might just aa well take place in the 
Argive camp} cf. 1. 509 {“ndloquere”). 

172 




TIIliBAin, VII. f.29-5,V5 


Mith pious tears. As when Hons witli furious impact 
have strc«*n men anil weapons on the j^unil, 
straightway their WTatli abates, and they rejoice to 
sate their hunger untroubled on tlic captured prey ; 
so the Pclasgians' liearts are swayed and waver, and 
their fier}’ greed of battle grows tame. 

He himself, even before their eyes, turns to kiss 
now his mother, now Ismene plain of speech, now 
Antigone more tearful in her appeal, and in the 
varied tumult that distracts his mind the kingdom 
is forgot ; he would fain go, nor docs kindly Adrastus 
forbid him ; then Tydeus, mindful of righteous anger, 
breaks in upon him : “ Send me rather, comrades, 
who lately made trial of Etcocles’ word, though not 
his brother, send me to face the king, wliosc boosted 
peace and honest covenant I yet bear on this breast 
of mine. Where tlien was the mother, mediator of 
peace and honour, when ye stayed me that night 
with such noble welcome ? Is it to such intercourse 
thou dost drag thy son ? Take liim to that field 
which reeks yet richly of Theban blood, and richly 
yet of mine. Wilt tliou follow her so far, too soft 
of heart, alas I and too forgetful of tliy friends ? 
Forsooth, when bared blades flash all round thee in 
hostile hands, her tears shall lay those swords to 
rest ? Fool that thou art, will he send thee back to 
the Argive camp, once safe within his walls and at 
the mercy of liis hatred ? Ere that will this lance 
shake off its point and burgeon, or Inachus and my 
own Achelous flow backward. But ’tis gentle speech 
that thou art seeking, and peace amid savage arms : 
well, this camp too is open to thee, nor has yet 
merited fear.“ Or am I suspected ? then I depart 
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non sccus Inpcntlqwc viro inn^jnoqtic prnvnliis 7M 
teino dco mine hoc, nunc lllo in .sonpuinc fenet. 

Ipse sedens tclis porltcrquc niinistrnt Iinbcnls 
Delius, ipse docct Indus ndversaque flcctU 
spicnlft forturmniquo finstis venicnlibus nufert. 
stcmunlur terra* Mcnnlcus pedes, Antiplms alto 755 
nil defensus cquo, pcnituv^uc Ileliconidc nvmplia 
Action,* cncsoquc Infamls trntre 1‘olites, 
eonntusque ton's vittntnm ntHnpcre Mnnto 
Lampus : in liunc sneras Piioebus dedit ipse sagittas. 
ct inni comipedes trepWi nc moribunda reflantes 7C0 
corpora rimnnltir tcrrxis, omnisqiic per nrtus 
sulcus et incisis altuni rubet orbita membris. 
bos iam ignorantes tcrit inipius axis, at illi 
vulnere scmincccs — nee devitnre fncultns— 
venturum super ora vident ; iam lubriea tabo 705 
frena, nee insist! madidus dat temo, rotacque 
sanguine difRcilcs, et tardior ungula fossis 
visceribus : tunc ipse furens in morte relicta 
spicula et e mediis exstantes ossibus bastas 
avellit, strident animae currumque sequuntur. 770 
Tandem se famulo summum confessus Apollo 
“ utere luce tua longamque ” ait, “ indue fomam, 
dum tibi me iunctum Mors inrevocata veretur. 
vincimur : immites scis* nuHa revolvere Parcas 
stamina ; vade, diu populis promissa \oluptas 77S 
Elysiis, certe non perpessure Creontis 
imperia aut vetito nudus iaciture supulcro.*’ 
ille refert contra, et paulum respirat ab armis : 

“ olim te, Cirrhaee pater, peritura sedentem 779 

* terra Pu s terrae Kohlmann. 

* Action Pw; Action Aethion QB. 

* scis Pw j fas DAT (seb vritten over in Z>). 
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Not othcnvise docs tlic chariot, burdened by tlie 
great warrior and the mighty god, drive furiously 
through many a scene of bloodshed. From Ids scat 
the Deban guides both Tcins and \vcapons, and in- 
structs his aim; he turns aside hostile darts and cheats 
the flying javelins of their fortune. Mcnaleus on 
foot is overthrown, and Antiphus, no uhit defended 
by his lofty steed, .and Action, born of a nymph of 
Helicon, and Polltcs, iU-renoumed for a brother’s 
murder, and Lampus, who tried to defile the couch 
of the priestess Manto : ag.ainst him Plioebus with 
his ouTi hand sped holy arrows. And now the horn- 
footed steeds snort at the corpses in alarm and probe 
the ground, and eveiy wheel-track runs o’er bodies 
and reddens deep with severed limbs. Some the 
remorseless axle grinds unconscious, but others Imlf- 
dead from wounds — and powerless to escape— see 
it as it draws nigh to crush them. Already the reins 
are wet udtli gore, the slippery car gives no foothold, 
blood clogs the wheels and tr.ampled entrails hinder 
the horses’ hooves : then the hero himself madly 
tears out darts abandoned in the slain and spears 
projecting from the midst of corpses : ghosts shriek 
and pursue the chariot. 

At length, revealing to his servant all his godhead, 
Apollo said : “ Use the light that is thine, and put 
on eternal fame, uhile Death irrevocable fears me 
in thy company. Wc are overcome : thou knowest 
that the cruel Fates unravel no threads ; depart, 
loiig-promiscd delight of Elysian peoples, thou who 
of a surety wilt never bend thy neck to Creon’s rule, 
or lie exposed and barred from burial.” The other, 
taking breath auhile from the fight, makes answer ; 
” Long since knen I, CnrJiacan fatJier, that thou wert 
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ad iuga— qui's tantus miscris honor ? — axe trementi 
sensimus ; instantcs quonnm usque morabere manes ? 
audio iam rapidne cursum Stygis atraque Ditis 
flumina tergcminosquc inali custodis hiatus, 
acci'pe commjssum capiti clecus, accipe laurus, 
quas Erebo deferre ncfas. nunc voce suprema, 78^ 
si qua recessuro debctur gratia vati, 
deceptum tibi, Phoebe, larem poenasque nefandae 
coniugis et pulchrum nati commendo furorem. 
desiluit maerens laerimasquc avertit Apollo : 
tunc vero ingemuit currusque orbique iugales. 790 
non alitei* caeco noctumi turbine Cori 
scit peritura ratis, cum lam damnata sororis 
igne Therapnaei fugerunt oarbasa fratres. 

lamque recessurae paulatim horrescere terrae 
summaque terga quati graviorque effervere pulvis 
eoeperat ; inferno mugit iam murmure campus. 798 
bella putant trepidi belUque hunc esse fragorem» 
hortanturque gradus ; alius* tremor arma virosque 
mirantesque inclinat equos ; iam frondea nutant 
culmina, iam muri, ripisque Jsmenos apertis 
efTugit ; exciderunt irae, nutantia hgunt 
tela solo, dubiasque vagi nituntiir in hastas 
comminus inque vicem viso pallore reeedunt. 
sic ubi navales nn’scet super aequora pugnas 
contempto Bellona mari, si forte benigna* 

* aliV- ."•* •' 1 . ' ''*• 

• benlgoa P ’ . ■ : . 

• The star o ' ' • . • . 

were benefidal. ■ • ■ ■ ■ • • . ■ ' i' ' 

Phn. iVV// li. 37. 
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seated on my doomed chnriol’s trrmhlinp nxlc — 
^vhy such high honour to my hapless plight ? — How 
long wilt thou delay the death that threatens me ? 
'Already I hear the flow of rapid Styx, and the dark 
rivers of Dis and the triple haying of his noxious 
sentinel. Receive the honours thou didst hestow 
upon my head, receive the laurels which may not be 
taken down to Erebus. Now with my last words, if 
any gratitude be owed to thy prophet ere he depart, 
1 commend to thee, O Vhoebus, my betrayed home 
and the punishment of my wicked spouse and my 
son’s noble rage.” Sad at heart Apollo leapt down 
and turned to hide his tears : then verily groaned 
the chariot and the horses, thus left desolate. Not 
othenrise in a blind hurricane at night, when the 
North-wester blows, docs a ship know that she will 
perish, so soon as tl»c brethren of Thcrapnae have 
fled the sails their sister's fire has doomed.® 

And now little by little the earth began to shudder 
to its rending, and the surface to rock, and the dust 
to rise in thicker clouds, already an infernal bellowing 
fills the plain. In alarm they tliink it is the battle 
and the noise of conflict, and hasten on their steps : 
a shock far different hurls arms and warriors and 
marvelling steeds to earth ; already the leafy 
summits are nodding, and the walls, and Ismenos 
flees with all his ban^ exposed to view' ; their wTath 
is abated, they fix their swaying w’eapons in the 
ground, or w’andering meet and lean on their rocking 
spears, and start w’hen they see each other’s pallor. 
So when Bellona, scorning the deep,® joins ships in 
battle on the sea, then, should a kindly tempest 
* i.«., outraging it by making it the scene of war. 

Kindly,” as being safer than battle. 
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trmpc«:tn«f, sihl qinsqiic CAVcnl, rri’jrsquc rccondit 
fijors nlin, cl 5ocii pacrm fcccrc timorcj*. 
tnlN crnt cnmpo liclli HuiUntN Iningo. 
m’vc Inbornntcs conccpJo flnintijc trrrnc 
vcnlorum rnblcni cl cliisiim cJcccrc fcirorem, 810 
cxcdit sen putrc solnm cariJ^ilquc tcrcndo' 
iindn Intcns, sire Ime volvcnljs ntncltinn cadi 
incubuil, sivc omne frcliim Xcpliinia niovit 
enspis ct extremas gravius marc torsit in ora*:, 
sen vati datns illc fragor, sen terra niinata c*:! 81^ 

fratrihus : ccce allc pracceps )nimus ore profundo 
dissilit, inque vieem timiicrunt sidcra et iim]»rac. 
ilium ingens liaurit spccus ct transire paranlcs 
mergit cquos ; non arma manu> non frena rcmisit : 
sicut erat, rectos defert in Tartara cumis 8-0 

respexilque cadens caelum campumquc coirc 
ingemuit, donee Icvior distantia rursus 
mlscuit arva tremor luccmquc exclusit Aveme. 

* Icrendo lu/rr Jr5j. j ferendo Pw, 
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befall, nil look to Ibcir own safety, nntl another death 
bids nil their swords be sbcathcil, nnd common fears 
make peace among them. Such was the appearance 
of the heaving combat on the plain. Wljclhcr tlic 
earth, labouring with imprisoned blasts, expelled the 
pent-up fury of the raging wind, or wlicthcr hidden 
waters ate away and wore down nnd sapped tlic 
crumbling soil, or the fabric of the rolling sky 
flung that way its weight, or Neptune’s trident 
moved all the ocean and flung too vast n sea upon 
the shore, or whether that uproar was a tribute 
to the seer, or Earth threatened the brothers — lo ! 
in a gaping chasm the ground yawns sheer nnd 
deep, and stars and shades feel mutual terror. Him 
the huge abyss engulfs, and swallou's the horses as 
they try to leap across it ; he drops neither reins 
not weapons, but, just as he was, drove his unshaken 
chariot down to Tartarus, and as he sank looked back 
at the heavens and groaned to see the plain meet 
above him, until a fainter shock joined once more 
the parted fields and shut out the daylight from 
Avernus. 
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Ut sii1)itu«5 vnlcs pAllcntihii>> indtli't timbris 
Ictifcrnsquc <lomo«? orliicquc' nrcnna spijuIIi 
rupik ct nnn.ito liirbavit fiinerf ninncs, 

]iorror }inbct cimcto<;, Slygiis nur.nntiir in oris 
tela ck cqnos corpuj>q»c' novum ; nee cnim ignibtis 
nrlus ® 

conditus ntik niacstn nlgcr ndventnb.it nb uma, 
sed belli sudorc cnlcns, clipcumquc cnientis 
roribus ct scissi respersus pulvcrc cnnipi. 
tiecdum ilium aut trunca luitravcrat obvia taxo 
Eumenis, aut fun-o* Proserpina postc nolarat 
coetibus adsuinjitum functls ; quin comminus Ipsa 
Fatorum deprensa colus, lisoque paventes 
augurc tunc demum rumpebant stamina Pnreae. 
ilium et securi circumspexere fragorem 
Elysii, et si quos procul ulteriore® barathro I® 

altera nox aliisque gravat plaga caeca tenebris. 
tunc regemunt pigriquc lacus iistaeque^ paludes, 
umbriferaeque fremit sulcator pallidus undae 
dissiluisse novo penitus telluris hiatu 
Tartara et admissos non per sua flumina manes. 20 

^ orbisque u : reglsque P. * furvo w : fulvo PS» 

• ultcriore P s inferiore w. 

* ustae P SchoL t vastae w. 

“ Both appear to be inodes of initiation to the under- 
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When on n sutidcn llic prophet fell among the pallid 
shades, and hurst into the homes of death and the 
mysteries of the deep-sunken realm, and affrighted 
the ghosts with his armed corpse, all were filled with 
horror and marvelled at the weapons and horses and 
the body still undccaycd upon the Stygian shores : 
for no fires had whelmed liis limbs, nor came -he 
charred from the gloomy urn, but hot with the sweat 
of war, and gory drops and the dust of the rent plain 
beflecked his shield. Not yet had the Fury met and 
purified him with branch of ye'v, not had Froserpine 
marked him on the dusky door-post as admitted to the 
company of the dead®; nay, his presence surprised the 
very distaff of the Fates, and not till in terror they 
beheld the augur did the Parcac break the thread. 
At the noise of his coming the care-free Elysian folk 
gazed round about them, and they whom far in the 
remoter gulf a deeper night and a blind region of 
denser shades o’erwhelms. Then sluggish meres and 
scorched lakes resound with groaning, and the pale 
furrouer of the ghost-bearing stream cries out that 
a new chasm has cloven Tartarus to its depths and 
Spirits have been let in across a river not his own. 

wotW, though nowhere else mentioned as such. The yew 
belonged specially to Furies, ef. xi. 91. “ furvus " is on 
epithet suitable to the underworld, cf. Site. v. 1. 155. 
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Forte sevens medin rcgnl infellcis in arcc 
dux Erebi populos poscebat crimina vitae, 
nil hominura miserans iratusque omnibus umbris. 
stant Furiae circum variaeque ex ordine Mortes, 
saevaque multisonas exsertat Poena catenas ; 25 

Fata ferunt aniraas et eodcm pollice damnant : 
vincit opus, iuxta Minos cum fratre verendo 
jura bonus meliora monet regemque cruentum 
temperat ; adsistunt lacrimis atque igne tumentes 
Cocytos Phlegethonque, et Styx periuria divum 30 
arguit. ille autem supera compage soluta 
nee solitus sentire metus expavit oborta 
sidera, iucundaque offensus luce profatur : 

“ quae superum labes inimicum impegit Avemo 
aethera ? quis rupit tenebras vitaeque silentes 35 
admonet ? unde minae* ? uter haec mihi proelia 
fratrum ? 

congredior, pereant agedum discrimina rerum. 
nam cut dulce magis ? magno me tertia victum 
deJedt Fortuna polo, mundumque nocentem _ 
servo : nec iste raeus dirisque en pervi’us astris 
inspicitur. tumidusne meas regnator Olympi 
explorat vires ? habeo iam quassa Gigantum 
vincula et aetherium cupidos exire sub axem 
Titanas miserumque patrem : quid me otia maesta 
saevus et implacidam prohibct perferre quietem 45 

* mmae w s tnina P, minas Baehrens. Statius alloics, 
occasionally, a short syllabts at this point in ths line, (/• 
iil. 710, also, very rarely, hiatus. 

• Literally “ thumb," with which the crowd in the anmhl- 
theatre sa%'ed or condemned the gladiators who appealed for 

"'.'I n oath sworn by Styx was inviolable, and Styx could 
tlierefore punish perjury; seelleslc^, Theoy. 78 1, wnerc any 
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By cliancc tljc lord of Erebus, cntlironcd in the 
midst of the fortress of his dolorous rcnlm, wns de- 
manding of his subjects the misdoings of tljcir lives, 
pitying nought luiman but VToth against nil the 
shades. Around him stand the Furies and various 
Deaths in order due, and savage Vengeance thrusts 
forth her coils of jangling chains ; the Fates bring 
the souls and with one gesture® damn them; too 
hea\y grows the work. Haiti by*, Minos with Ids dread 
brother in kindly mood counsels ft milder justice, and 
restrains the bloodthirsty' king ; Cocytus and Phlcge- 
thon, swollen with tears and fire, aid in the judge- 
ment, and Styx accuses the gods of perjury.* But 
he,® when the frame of the world above was loosened 
and filled him with unwonted fears, quaked at the 
appearing stars, and tlms did he speak, offended by 
the gladsome liglit : “ What ruin of the upper w’orld 
hatli thrust the hateful light of day into Avernus ? 
Who hath burst our gloom and told the silent folk 
of life ? Whence comes this threat ? Which of my 
brothers thus makes war on me ? Well, I will meet 
him ; confusion wlielra all natural bounds I For 
whom would that please more ? the third hazard 
hurled me defeated from the mighty' heaven, and I 
guard the world of guilt ; nor is even that mine, but 
lo ! the dread stars search it from end to end, .ind 
gaze upon me. Does the proud ruler of Olympus 
spy out my strength ? Mine is the prison-house, now 
broken, of the Giants, and of the Titans, eager to 
force their way' to the world above, and Ins oum un- 
happy' sire : why' thus cruelly' doth he forbid me to 
enjoy my mournful leisure and this untranquil peace, 

pod who is guilty of such perjuryis debarred for nine years from 
the company of the gods. • iV., Pluto, " lord of Erebus.” 
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and to hate the light I lost? I will open all my^ 
kingdoms, if such be my pleasure, and veil Hyperion 
with a Stygian sky. I -will not send the Arcadian up 
to the gods — why doth lie come and go on errand 
between realm and realm ? — and I uill keep both 
the sons of Tyndareus.** And why do I break Ixion 
on the greedy whirling of the wheel ? Why do the 
waters not Avait for Tantalus ? Must I so oft endure 
the profanation of Chaos by living strangers ? The 
rash ardour of Pirithous provoked me, and Tlieseus, 
sworn comrade of his daring friend, and fierce Alcides, 
when the iron threshold of Cerberus’ gate fell silent, 
its guardian removed. It shame.s me too, alas ! hoAV 
Tartarus opened a way to the Odrj’sian plaint * ; 
with my own eyes I saw the Eumenides shed base 
tears at those persuasive strains, and the Sisters 
repeat their allotted task ; me too — , but the violence 
of my cruel law was stronger. Yet I liave scarce 
ventured one stolen journey, nor was that to the stars 
on high, when I carried off my bride from the 
Sicilian mead : unlawfully, so they say, and forth- 
with comes an unjust decree from Jove, and lier 
mother * cheats me of half a year. Rut why do I 
tell all this ? Go, Tisiphonc, avenge the abode of 
Tartarus ! if ever tliou hast wronght monsters fiercL* 
and strange, bring forth some ghastly horror, huge 
and unwonted, such ns the sky hath never yet he- 
held, sucli ns 1 m.iy in.srscl at and thy Sisters envy. 
Ay, and the brothers — U-t tliis be the tirvt sign of iny 
hatred — let the brothers ru'‘h to slay eacli other In 
exultant combat ; let tlirre be one «!io in hiilcous, 

riulo to tlir IVmrlrr r^rr.*u»!lv 

V all lilm thht tlic xhouli *t») o'Jy »li n»or:tlu t»l tt,c ) rmr in 

Hadn. 
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mflndnt ntrox IiosiiJc capu£, quiquc jgnc supremo 
arccftt cxanimes ct manibus actbcra nu^is 
commaculct : iuvct i'^ta fcrum spcclarc Tonantem. 
praeterea ne sola furor men rcpia laccssat, <5 

quaere dels qtd bclla ferat, qui fulminis fgnes 
infcstumquc Jovcm clipeo fumantc repellat. 
faxo baud sit cunctis levior metus atra movere 
Tartara, frondenti quam iungere Pelion Ossae. 
dixerat ; atquc illi iamdudum re^ia tristis ^ 

attremit oranli, suaque et quae desuper urguet 
Tiutabat teJlus : non fortius aethera ^-uliu 
torquet et astriferos inclinat luppiter axes. 

“At tibi quos “ inquit, “manes, quI limite praeceps 
non licito per inane ruis ? “ subit ille minantem 8^ 
jam tenuis Wsu, iam vanescentibus armls, 
iam pedes : cxstincto tamen indecerptus* in ore 
augurii perdurat Ijonos, obscuraque fronti 
\itta manet, ramumque tenet morientis olivae. 

“ si licet et sanctis hie ora resolvere fas est ^ 

manibus, o cunctis finitor maxime rerum, 
at mihi, qui quondam causas elementaque noram, 
el sator, oro, minas stimulataque corda remulee, 
neve ira dignare hominem et tua iura timentem, 
nam nec ad Herculeos — unde haec mihi proella* ?— ► 
raptus, ^ ^ 

nec ^^'enerem inlicitam — crede his insignibus — ausi 
intramus Lethen fugiat ne tristis in antrum 

' indecerptus Barth : inlerceptus Pw. 

* proelia P : pectora w. 


• Tpdeus and Creon, see Bk. VIIF. (fin.) and Bk. Xil, 

• Capaneus, see Bk. X. (fin.). 

• “ manes,” existence in undenrorld, so doom, fate. 

• Pluto may be regarded as the source, as well as the 
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bestial savagcrj’ sbnll gnaw IiU focman*s bend, and 
one \vbo shall bar the dead from the funeral fire and 
pollute the air witli naked corpses®; let the fierce 
Tliundcrcr feast his c^’cs on that I Moreover, lest 
their furj* harm my realms alone, seek one >vIio shall 
make war against the gods,^ and with smoking shield 
repel the fiery brand and Jove’s own wrath, I %vill 
have all men fear to dislurh black Tartarus no less 
than to set Pclion on top of leafy Ossa.” He 
finished, and long since was the gloomy palace 
quaking at his words, and Ids own land and that 
which presses on it from above were rocking : no 
more mightily does Jupiter sway the heaven with his 
nod, and bow the starrj’ poles. 

*' But what shall be thy doom,” * he cries, *' who 
rushest headlong through the empty realm on a path 
forbidden ? ” As he threatens, the other draws nigh, 
on foot now and shadowy to view, his armour grow- 
ing faint, yet in his lifeless face abides the dignit}' 
of augurship inviolate, and on Ids brow remains the 
fillet dim to behold, and in his hand is a branch of 
dying olive. “ If it be lawful and right for holy 
shades to make utterance here, O thou to all men 
the great Finisher, but to me, who once knew 
causes and beginnings. Creator also ! remit, I pray, 
thy threatenings and thy fevered heart, nor deem 
worthy of thy uiatli one who is but a man and fears 
thy laws ; ’tis for no Herculean plunder * — such wars 
are not for me — , nor for a forbidden bride — believe 
these emblems — that I dare to enter Lethe : let not 

destined end, of all souls. Earth U similarly called creatress 
of souls, 1. SOI inf. 

Hercules descended Into Hodes to fetch away Cerberus, 
ririthous, in order to carry off Proserpine. 
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iKx’lpU illt* jirrrrH juhVitI. 

lit Ico Mno’.vH cum Iii\ <»hii4 fcrri. 


■ He Imd nol ycl bmiine a OiaJe; Alton sufrjre^t< 
•• tindAin " here, /.#♦ of l^ethe, to cv;<laln '* lam non mend* 
nlsse.” The two words ore often cont’uied. 
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Cerberus flee into his cave, nor Proserpine sliuddcr 
at my chariot. I, once the best beloved of augurs 
at Apollo’s shrines, call empty Cliaos to bear witness 
— for what power to receive an oath has Apollo here r 
— for no crime do I suffer this unwonted fate, nor 
have I deserved to be thus lorn from the kindly 
light of day ; the iim of the Dictean judge doth 
know it, and Minos can discern the truth. Sold by 
the treachery of my wife for wicked gold, I joine<l 
the Argive host, not unwitting — hence this crowd 
of new-slain ghosts thou scest, and the victims 
also of this right hand ; in a sudden convulsion 
of the earth — my mind still shrinks in horror — thy 
darkness swallowed me up from the midst of 
thousands, Wlmt were my feelings, while I mode 
my way on and on through the hollow womb of 
earth, and while I was wltirlcd along, suspended 
in shrouding mist ? Ah, woe is me 1 nought of 
me is left to my country or my friends, nor in 
the power of Tliebes ; no more shall I beliold the 
roofs of Lerna, nor shall I return in ashes to my 
stricken sire. With no pomp of tomb or pJTe or 
kinsmen’s tears, to thee am I come with all my 
funeral train, nor likely to venture aught with 
yonder steeds ; content am I to receive my shade,® 
nor remember my tripods any more. For what 
avails thee the use of prescient augury, when the 
Parcae spin thy commands ? Nay, be thou softened, 
and prove more merciful than the gods. If ever my 
accursed wife come hitlier, reserve for her thy deadly 
torments : she is more w’orthy of thy wath, O right- 
eous lord ! " He accepts his prayer, and is indignant 
that he yields : just as a lion, when the glittering 
Massylian steel confronts him, then most summons 
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tunc irn^i, tunc nimn citnt ; si tlccidlt hostJs, 125 
ire suprn satis cst vitnniquc rclinqucrc victo. 

Intcrca vUtls Inunique insignis opimn 
cumis ct cprcglis modo formidatus in nrmis 
luce palnni, fusus null!* nultlque fugntus, 
quneritur : nbsislunt tumino, suspcctnque tellus 130 
omnibus, infidi miles vestigia cninjn 
circuit, atque avidne trlslis locus illc ruinoe 
cessat ot inferni vitatur honorc scpulcri. 
nuntius liorlanti diversa In parte maniplos 
Adrasto, vix ipse rntus vldissc, Palaemon 
advolat et trepidans — stctcrat nam forte cadent! 
proximus inspectoque miser pallebat hiatu — 

“verte gradum, fuge, rector" ait, *‘si Dorica saltern 
terra loco patriacque manent, ubi liquimus, nrces. 
non armis, non sanguine opus ; quid inutile ferrum 
stringlmus in Tliebas ? cumis Immus impia sorbet 
armaque bellantcsque Wros ; fugere ccce videtur H2 
hie etiam, quo stamus, ager. vidi ipse profundae 
noctis iter ruptaque soli compage nientem 
ilium lieu, praesagis quo nullus amicior astris, 
Oecliden, frustraque manus cum voce tetendi.® 
mira loquor, sulcos etiamnum rector equorum ^ 
fumantemque locum et spumis madida arva® reliquit* 
nec commune malum est : tellus agnoscit alumnos, 
stat Thebana acies." stupet haec et credere Adrastus 
cunctatur ; sed Mopsus idem trepidusque ferebat 161 
Actor idem, iam® fama novis terroribus audax 


^ null! u : media P. 

• tetendi BQQ : tetendit Pw. 

! ora P. ♦ reliquit P : reliqul w. 

• iam Sandstroem : nam P«. 


204 



THEBAID, VIU. 1C5-162 


up his tingcr nnd Ids might : but if the focman fall, 
to pass over him is cnotigh« nnd to leave to the 
vanquished Ins life. 

Mcanwliilc his chariot* garlanded svitli sacred svool 
and victorious hay, nnd feared hut of late for noble 
feats of arms, is sought in the clear light of day in 
vain, though by none v.anquishcd nnd by none put 
to flight : the troops fall b.ack, nnd the ground is 
suspected by nil, and the soldiers avoid the traces 
of the dangerous field ; that ill-omened spot of 
ravenous destruction lies Idle, shunned from awe of 
the hellish abyss. While Adr.astus in n diiTcrent 
quarter is encouraging his men, Palacmon flics to 
lum with tidings, scarce trusting what he has seen, 
nnd cries in terror — for it chanced that he stood nigh 
the falling seer, and paled, poor wetch I to see the 
chasm open : “ Turn, prince, nnd flee, if at least 
the Dorian land yet remains in its place, and our 
native towers M'here we left them. No need of arms 
or bloodshed : why draw we against Thebes the un- 
availing sword ? Tlie impious earth sucks in our 
chariots and our weapons and men of war ; lo I even 
the field where we stand seems to flee a^Yay. With 
my own eyes I saw the road to deepest night, and 
the firm soil rent, and him, alas ! Oeclides, falling, 
than whom none was dearer to the prescient stars ; 
and in vain I stretched out my arms and cried aloud. 
Tis a miracle that I tell ; only now’ has my charioteer 
left the furrowed ground and the smoking, foam- 
bespattered fields. Nor is the ruin shared by all : 
the earth knows its ow’n children, the Theban host 
remains.” Adrastus, horror-struck, is slow to be- 
lieve, but Mopsus and affrighted Actor were bringing 
the same tidings. Already rumour, bold to ply new 
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imufTj crrMistr rrfrrt. nijtulni rclm 

iK*n rrV<H*antum inorr 

j*r*irr{j»Ilnnt : ,*rd tnq*rt Itrr, fallunffjur nirnlf^ 

/rr/jin iJriM ; ijMj/jHr— /njtr-i 
<'»)rnij’r<Iri lrtirr« h<>rlnrnJne* p.ifriit. 

nrr crlrrnrc ^^raduni ucc tt*llrrr Iunjlr>.i trrra. 
fijrUu'i hiciirsant Tvrii. .irtl Vopcr opacu-* 
liifinn'S Inm dticil ; {hl.t fnn!crc par^o 

uinc<t.t tifi< rcqiUca rt iio% ntirlura llninrt^. 

Quae tlln tmtjc fnrfrs, j*oslquani pcrml«a 
eojila ? <|ui flcltn palrh crrulcrr soIulU ? 
nil ‘■oliluin ft>s<is itunt ; obircerc inadcntc^, 
jiicut ernnti clipcos, nee qui<:qtjan) sptcula 
nee Inudrtvit cquuin, iiituinc nee abam 

conipsit ndornavitque iubatn ; \ix ningna lavnre 
vulncra ct efllantos libet intcmectcre plagas : 
tantus ubique dolor, nicnsas nliincntaquc hello 
dcbltn nee pugnne simsit litnor ; omnia Inutles, 1**^ 
Amphiarac, luas fcctinclaquc pcctora veri 
commemorant laorimis, cl per Icnloria sermo 
unus : ablsse deos dU.npsaque numina castris. 

“ heu ubi laurigcri currus sollcmninquc arma 
et galeae vittatus apex ? hoc antra lacusque 
Castalii tripodumque fides ? sic gratus Apollo ? 
quis milii sidereos l.apsus mentcmqne sinistri 
fulguris, aut cacsis s.ab'at quod numen in extis, 
quando iter, unde morae, quae sae\'is utilis armis, 

* tiibanim u : ferarum P. 

. ' “ “ tibi *’ may be an ethic dative here. 
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terrors, reports that more than one have perished. 
Unbidden, not awaiting the wonted bugle-call that 
sounds retreat, the troops take to headlong flight ; 
but their movement is sluggish, their knees fail their 
eager haste ; the horn-footed steeds themselves — one 
would think they knew — resist them, and stubbornly 
defy every command, ■whether to hasten pace or 
lift their eyes from earth. More valiantly the 
Tyrians press on, but dark Vesper is already leading 
forth the horses of the moon ; a scant truce brings 
the warriors sad repose, and night that will but in- 
crease their fears. 

How looks it now, think you,® when groans are 
granted their fill ? How fell the tears when the helms 
were unloosed ? Nought customary delights tlic 
W’eary warriors ; they cast down their dripping 
shields, just as they were, none wiped his spear, or 
praised his charger, or dressed and decked the plume 
of his polished helm ; scarce do they care to wash 
their grievous iioundsjand stitch up the wide-gaping 
blows : so great the despair of cverj’ heart. Nor could 
the fear of battle persuade them to take food and 
due sustenance for war ; nil sing of thy praises, 
Amphiaraus, and of thy mind, unfailing oracle of 
truth ; one speech is heard throughout the tcnls t 
that the gods have left tlicm, and their protection 
is departed from the camp, " ^Yllc^e, alas ! the 
laurelled chariot .and the sacred arms and fillet- 
bearing crest ? Is this the faith of CastaUnii lake 
and grotto, and holy tri|>od ? Is this Apollo*-, 
gratitude f Who now shall explain to me the falling 
of stars, or the purjxtsc i>f lightning on the left, or 
the will dnine that lcaj>s in the lu-w-slnln entrails ? 
or when to march <*r tany, what hour is jirofitnhio 
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qimcpnccm )jnra vcUt ? qMl«5 Inm omnc futunim 
proferct, nut cum quo volucrcs men fntn loquentur? 
lio'4 qunque bcllonim cnstis nobi':que tiblquc 
prnescierns, ct — qunntn <;ncro sut) peclorc virtus ! — 
veni*;!! tnnicn ct iniscrk conics ndditus nrmis. 
ct cum tc tcllus fntnb'sqiic born voenret, 
tu Tyrins ncics xulvcrsnquc sipnn vnensti 
stcrnerc ; tunc ctinm media <le morlc timendum 
liostibus infestnque nbcuntem \*idiinu$ Iinstn. 
ct nunc tc quis ensus bnbet ? potcri'^nc rc\crti 
sedibus a Stypiis nltnquc cnimperc terra ? 
nnne scdcs liibrcs iuxta tun numinn Pnreas 
ct vice concordi discis vcnlura docesque? 
an tibi felices htcos miscratus Averni 
rector ct Elysins dedit inservare volucres ? 
quidquid es, aetemus Pliocbo dolor et nova clodes 105 
semper eris mutisque diu ploraberc Dclpliis. 
hie Tenedon Clirysenque* dies partuque ligatam 
Delon et intonsi cludct penetralia Branclu, 
nee Clarias hac luce fores Did^miaeaque quisquam 
limina nee Lyciam supplex consultor adibit. 200 
quin et comigeri vatis nemus atque Molosso 
quercus anheia lovi Troianaque Thymbra tacebit. 
ipsi amnes ipsaeque volent* arescere laurus, 
ipse nihil certum sagis® clangoribus aether 

* chrisenque P s chrysamque 27Q: cyrrhamque w. 

* ipsaeque volent w: ipsaeque viae mallent Pi ipsac 
malent Posfga(e. 

* sagis w : sacis 3 i sacris P. 


•* Here, as in the well-known passage from Milton’s Od« 
on the Nativity, “the oracles are dumb.” The “bringing- 
fortl " ’ • I* I 

» ■ . < 'he had 

an < . ■ . . ” , ^ . ms, son 
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for battle, or rather calls for peace ? Who now shall 
lay bare all the future, or with whom shall birds hold 
converse of my destiny ? The chances of this war 
thou knewest also, both for thyself and us, and yet — 
how great the courage in that inspired breast ! — 
thou earnest and didst join our ilbfated arms. And 
when the earth and thy fatal hour called thee, thou 
hadst time to lay low the Tyrian lines and hostile 
standards ; then even in the midst of death we saw 
thee a terror to the foe, and thy spear still threatening 
as thou didst depart. And now what fate befalls 
thee ? Wilt thou be able to return from the abodes 
of Styx, and break forth from the depths of earth ? 
Or sittest thou beside the glad Parcae, thine own 
deities, and by harmonious interchange dost learn 
and teach the future ? Or hath the lord of Avernus 
in pity granted thee to watch Elysian birds in the 
groves of the blest ? Whatever thou art, an eternal 
grief to Phoebus shall thou be, and a loss that is ever 
new, and long shall thou be mourned by a Delphi 
that is dumb.® This day shall silence Tenedos and 
Chryse, and Delos, made fast for the bringing-forth, 
and unshorn Branchus’ shrine, nor on this day shall 
any suppliant draw nigh to the Clarian temple-gates, 
nor to the threshold of Dindymus, nor consult the 
Lycian god.^ Nay, the precinct also of the horned 
prophet and the panting oak of Molossian Jove and 
Trojan Thymbra shall be mute.* The very streams 
and laurels shall of their own will fail and wither, the 
air itself shall utter no certain presage in prophetic 

of Apollo), also in Lycia (Patara), and at Didyma, near 
Miletus. 

* Temple of 2,eus Ammon in Libya, of Zeus at Dodona, 
of Apollo at Tiivmbra. 
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prncclnct, cl nulln fcrjcnlur nb nlilc nubcs. ^5 
inniqiic crit lllc dies, quo tc qtioqtic consci.i frtds 
tcinjjl.n colnrit rcddnlquc rcspon«:a snccrtlos. 
talln fnlidico j>crngt»nt vsclteinriia regi, 
ecu flanmins nc <Ionn rogo tristcj-quc rependant 
exsequins rnoIIi(jue nninmm IcIItirc rcponnnt. 
irncta dcJjinc cunciis nrcrwique peeforn bcllo : 
sic fortes Minyas subito cum funcrc Tipbys 
dcslituit, non nrma seqni, non ferre videtur 
remus nquns, ipsique minus inm diiccrc venli. 
inm fessi gemiku, pnulntim ct cordn Icvnvit 
exJmustus sennone dolor, nox ndditn ciiras 
obruit ct facilis lacrimis inrcperc somnus. 

At non Sidoni.im diversa in parte per urbem 
nox cadem : vnrio producunt sidcra ludo 
ante domes intraque, ipsacque ad mocnia marcent ?20 
excubiae ; gemina acra sonant Idaeaque terga 
et moderata sonum vario spiramine buxus. 
tunc dulces superos atque oinne ex ordine aluinnum 
numen ubique sacri resonant paennes, ubique 
serta coronatumque merum. nunc fimcra rident --5 
auguris ignari, contraque in tempore certant 
Tiresian laudare suum ; nunc faeta revolvunt 
maiorum veteresque canunt ab origine Thebas : 
hi mare Sidonium manibusque adtrita Tonantis 
cornua et ingenti sulcatum Nerea tauro, 
hi Cadmum lassamquc bovem fetosqne cruenti 
Martis agros, alii Tyriam reptantia saxa 
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" t.e., il is repugnant to them. By the tackling he means 
rudder, sails, ropes, etc. 

• Used in the itorship of Cybele by Mt. Ida in Phrj’gja* 
210 



THEBAID, VIII. 205-231 


cries, and no wng of bird shall beat the clouds. And 
soon shall come the day, when thou too shalt be 
worshipped by truth-inspired shrines, and thy own 
priest impart thy oracles.’* Such solemn chant do 
they make in honour of the prophet-prince, as though 
they were paying the due of flame and gifts and 
mournful service to the pyre, and laying the soul to 
rest in the soft eartli. Then broken were the spirits 
of all, with loathing for the war : even so when 
sudden death snatched Tlp!i 3 'S from the brave 
Minyae, no longer seems the t.ickling to obe 3 ', no 
longer the oars to endure the water,® and even the 
breezes drew the vessel with less power. And now 
were they wearied of weeping, and having mourned 
their fill in converse, their licarts were lightened 
little hy little, till sorrow was drowned in tljc npproacli 
of night and slccpth.it gently ste.ils o’er tearful eyes, 
But cbcwlicrc, tlwougliout tlic Sidoninn cit 3 ’, far 
<lifi'crcnt nas that niglit ; in ^a^^ous cporl before' tlicir 
houses and Mithin spend the Imurs of darkness, 
and cvcnthcscntinclsonthcMnllsnrctips 3 * ; c 3 -mbils 
and the Id.aenn drums ^ resound, and the pipe ih.nt 
makes its music b 3 ' v.iried breathing. Then in 
hoiiour of their darling g'xls anti cvers* native deit 3 * 
bt onlrr sacred p.aeans cwrv'nlierc swell high, evers’- 
Mher<* are g.arlands seen ant! vrealhcil Imwls of winr. 
Now tiiork thr 3 ' the vitle*.N n\igiir's death, and ag.iin 
thej \ie in jir.abing their own Tiresi.is ; now thet' 
tell the hi''torv of their »ires, and sing fnuji its 
brgmmngs the aneient t.ale of ’nitlx-s : ►'•tnr tell of 
the I*idonian fra and t!ir ItniuU tliat gr»*j»ed t!»e 
T'himdt rrr's hums and t!ie niic’its t*ull tJiat pi 'y-’ifd 
the deep, others «’f Cadmu' a’»d ti.e w earj 1 r frr *--•! 
the f.<kls j^reruai.t with !«1 wir, cthfr» * I 
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nd chelyn ct cluras nnimantcm Ampliiona cautcs, 
lii gravitlnm Scmclcn, itH Cythcrcia laudant 
conubia ct multa dcductam lampadc fratrum ^ 23o 
Harmoniam : niillis iam dccst* sua fabula mensis. 
ceu modo gcmmifcnim tli^Tso populatus Hydaspen 
Eoasque domes nigri vcxilla triumphi 
Liber et ignotos populis ostenderet Indos. 

Tuncprimumadcoetussociaequc ad foedera mensae 
semper inaspectum diraque in sede latentem 241 
Oedipoden cxisse ferunt vultuque sereno 
canitiem nigram squalore ct sordida fiisis 
ora comis laxasse manu sociumqiie benignos 
adfatus et abacta prius solacia passum, 
quin hausisse dapes insiccatumque cruorem 
deiecisse genis. cunctos auditque refertque, 
qui Ditem et Furias tantum et si quando regentem 
Antigonen maestis solitus pulsare querelHs. 
causa latet. non hunc Tyrii fors prospera belli, 250 
tantum bella iuvant; natum hortaturque probatque, 
nec vicisse velit ; sed primes comminus enses 
et sceleris tacito rimatur semina voto. 
inde epulae dulces ignotaque gaudia vultu. 
qualis post longae Phineus ieiunia poenae, ”53 

nil stridere domi volucres ut sensit abactas— 
necdum tota fides — hilaris mensasque torosque 
nec turbata feris tractavit pocula pinnis. 

Cetera Graiorum curis armisque iacebat 
fessa cohors ; alto castrorum ex aggere Adrastus 260 
laetificos tenui captabat corde tumultus, 

* iam deest Di deest Pvi -que deest O: dedt, non 

edd.t suavis Oarrod, but Statius may have lengthened tM 
first syllable, ii. 551. vL 5t9, x. 236, xi. 276. 

• He was a king in Thrace, who was pla^^ed by Harpies, 
who snatched away the food from his taoJe. 
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the boulders that moved to the music of the Tyrian 
lute and Amphion stirring rocks to life ; these 
celebrate the travail of Semele, those the Cythercan 
nuptials and the train of brothers’ torches that led 
Harmonia to her home ; every table has its story. 
’Tis as though Liber of laic had ravaged Hydaspes 
rich in gems and the kingdoms of the East, and ■were 
displaying to the folk the banners of his swarthy 
captive-train and Indians yet unknown. 

Then for the first time Oedipus, who ever lurked 
unseen in his dread abode, came forth, they say, to 
the friendly gatherings of the social banquet, and, 

C I - 1 1 l • r 1-1 


solace denied before, nay, partook of tlie feast and 
uiped the undried blood from his eyes. To all lie 
listens and to all he makes reply, who was wont btit 
to assail with sad complaint l>is and the Furies and 
his guide Antigone. They know not the cause. 
'Tis not the prosperous issue of the Tyrian war, but 
war alone delights him ; he encourages and approves 
his son, yet would not have him win ; but he searches 
for the first clash of swonls and the seeds of guilt 
^^ith prayers unspoken. Thcncc his pleasure in the 
feast and the strange joy upon his face. Even so 
did Phincus,® after the long fast that was his punisli- 
ment, when he knew tlic birds were driven away nor 
screamed any more about his house — yet believed 
he not wholly, — recline htharious nt the boanl, and 
handle the cups that no fierce wings upset. 

The rest of the Grecian lio>t la% fordone with care 
and battle ; from a high inuuiul in t!ie c.nmji .\dr.vstui 
— fr.ul now and old, but forcttl b\ the curse of |'owcr 

•.•13 
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qunmq\irtn) n^p^r ••rtl npit mKrrnntI,! potcstas 

mnlh, ilium norcu^ tintlinuc clamor 
i jicbnniquc urunt smuhis ct amnra InccssH 
tioin, ituii ninilo voces runrairc sinicrbae 265 

inccrtneque faces et lam male ncniml )trn»5. 

SIC tibi per /liictus uno rails obrnta sornno 
conlicuit, pacique* marls sccura liivcnttis 
mandavcrc arilmns : solus slat puppe machtcr 
ponigi] mscnplnquc dens qui nnvlgnt nino. 2T0 
icmpus oral, iunclos cum lam soror l^nea Phoebi 
^nsit cquos pcniliisqiie cavam sub Itiec parata 
jUccani mu^^ire domiim, seseqiic va^antem 
colljpb et \c\ her molo fu^at aslra Ha^ello : 2^4 

concilium rex tristc vocat, quaenintquc cementes, 
quis fripodas successor a^nt» quo provida* laurus 
transent atquc orbum vittac dccus. baud moWj 
cuncti 

f«ma sanctoque Mclanipode cretum 
Xniodnmanta volunl, quicum ipse arcana dcoruni 
partiri ct visas uni sociarc solebat 2P0 

AmjjJiiaraus aves, tantacque baud Invidus artis 

• • irbat 


seque oneri negat esse parem co^'ique roeretur i 285 
sicut Achaemenius solium gentesque patemas 
excepit si forte puer, cui \ivere patrem 
tutius, iucerta fomiidine gaudia iibratt 


pacique Postdate t tantique Pw, bvt tome dal. i» 
jor the verb ;xt ts tmnossible to understand &omno, as IClott- 
provida Petjrared ; prodjgia P-. prodita c 
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to be wntcbful ngam^l tlUa^lcr — ticarxl sinkinp 

heart the fliouU of the tncrTvmakcr?. From nil 
sides the clamour of bronr.c nnd Tlicban uproar gall 
him, nnd the pipe grates Iian>}i1v on his cars, he is 
vexed by the insolent shouts of the drunken nnd the 
flickering torches nnd the fires already scarce lasting 
out the niglit. So when upon tlie waves n ship is 
whelmed in the silence of uni% trsal sleep, nnd the 
crew in careless trust commem! their lives to the 
peace of ocean, nlonc ujmhi the poop stands the 
vigilant helmsman and tlie god who sails in the bark 
that bears his name.** 

It was the time wlicn Phoebus* flerj* sister, hearing 
the sound of his yoked steeds and the roar of Ocean’s 
cavernous abode beneath the gathering dawn, 
collects her straying beams and witli light flick of 
whip cliases the stars away : the king calls the doleful 
council, and in dismay they nsk wdio shall take up 
the duty of the tripod, to wliom shall pass the 
prescient laurel and the widowed glory of the fillet. 
S^aightway all demand holy Melampus’ son, 
Thiodamas ^of high renown, witli whom alone 
Amphiaraus’ self was wont to share the mysteries 
of the gods and view tlie flying birds, nor grudged 
him so much skill, but rejoiced to liear him called his 
like and nearest rival. Overwhelmed by the high 
honour and confounded by the unlooked-for glory 
he humbly reverences the proffered leaves, and pleads 
that he is unequal to the task, and must needs for his 
merit be constrained: even as when perchance a 
young Achaemenian prince has succeeded to the 
throne and all his father’s realms (though safer were 
it for him that his sire still lived), his delight he 
balances with uncertain fear, whether his chiefs be 
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comim, iam sncvo** frngor ncrctu cxcilat cnscs. 
atUllt nccrbn sonuin TcHmcsi c vcrticc crincm 
incuticns nctiUquc tubas ct finHla niiscct 
'J'isipbonc : stupct iiisollto clanfrorc Citlincron 
inarcidus ct turrcs carmen noti talc scciilac. 
iam trepfdas Ucllona fores annatnque pulsat 
linilna, iam muUo laxantur cardinc Tbebae. 
turbat cqtics pedites, currus properantibus obstant, 
ecu Danai post terga premnnt : sic omnibus alae 
arlantur portts scplemque cxciirsibus Ijacrent. 
Ogy^is it sortc Crcoii, Ktcoclca mittunt 
Neistac, cclsas Ifonioloidas occupnt Ilaemon, 
Hypsen Proetiae,* cclsum fudcrc Dr}'anta 35o 

Electrae, quatit Ilj'psistas mnnus Eurymedontis, 
culmina niagnanimus stipat Dircaea Menoeccus. 
qualis ubt aversi secrctus pabula cacli 
Nilus ct Eons magno bibit ore pruinas, _ 
scindit fontis opes septcmquc patentibus arvis SI* 
in mare fert liiemcs ; penitus cessere fugatae 
Nereides dulcique timent occurrere ponto. 

Tristis at inde gradum tarde movet Inacha pubes, 
praecipue Eleae Eacedaemoniaeque cobortes 
et Pylii ; subitum nam Thiodamanta secuntur 
augure fraudati, necdum accesserc regenti. 
nec tua te, princeps tnpodum, sola agmina quaerunt . 
cuncta phalanx sibi deesse putat ; minor ille per alas 
Septimus exstat apex, liquido velut aethere nubes 

* Proetiae Pus Proetides et Lachmanni Proetladae (*es) 
edd. 


*• i.e., when they were built to the music of Amphioo s lyr^ 
* Statius seems to tbinJc of the East as co]d, very much 
as Scythia (S. Russia) is spoken of as a region of frost and 
snow: here he is thinking vaguely, perhaps, of the Persian 
220 
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and tlic bl.irc of broji?r drew fierrc <wonl' from tbeir 
sbeaths. Troni TciimcMjs* liciplit Tbi|djonc ?fnd< 
her shrill cn*, and shaUcJ her lock«, and with !hclf 
lushing adds a sbarpnes,^ to the tnimpcls* nolr ; 
drunken Citbacron and the lowers that followed a far 
dilTcrcnt music® listen in amaze to the unwonted din. 
Already llellona is beating at the trembling gates 
and the armed portals, nlrcady by many a (loonvay 
Thebes is emptying fast. Horsemen set Infantry 
in disarray, chariots del.ay the hurrying troops, as 
though the Danaans urgcrl their rear ; tlius at the 
issues of all the seven gates the crow ded columns arc 
stuck fast, Creon goes out by lot from the Ogygian, 
the Ncistac send forth Etcoclcs, llncmon guards 
the lofty Homoloinn, the Proctian and Elcclran pour 
forth the men of Hypscus and tall Dryas, the troops 
of Eun'medon make the Hypsistac shake, great- 
hcartea Mcnocceus crowds tlie Dirconn battlements. 
Even so, wlien Nile in his secret region has drunk with 
mighty mouth the nurture of a distant sky and the 
cold snows of the East,*" he breaks up all his wealth 
of waters and carries his tempests to the sea in seven 
wide channels o’er the fields ; the routed Nereids take 
refuge in the depths , and fear to meet the saltless main. 

But sad and slow move yonder the Inachian 
warriors, especially the cohorts of Elis and Lace- 
daemon, and they of Pylos; robbed of their augur they 
follow the late-appointed Thiodamas, not yet assent- 
ing to his command. Nor is it only thy own ranks that 
miss thee, lord of the tripods : all the host feels its 
loss : less gloriously along the line rises that seventh 
crest. 'Tis as though a jealous cloud w'ere to snatch 
highlands. In poetry rivers arc commonly referred to as 
being Swollen by rain and melting snow, 
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Invldn rArr)in*iiN tinutn si clclrnliAl nstris, 
truncus Iionor I’lauslri, ncc fdcni rigct' ignc rcciso 
axis, ct /nccrtl nrnncrant sun sidcrn nnutnc. 

Scd inm bclla vocant : alias nnva suggcrc vires, 
Calliope, maiorqwe chcl^*n milil tcnilat Apollo, 
fatnlcm popnlis ullro posccnli'bus boram 2'’ 

admovet atra dies, Stygiisque emtssa tenebris 
Mors fruitur caelo bellaloremque volando 
campum operit nigroqiic viros invitrit hiatu,* 
nil >'ulgare logeiis, sed quae drgnissimn %'ita 
funcra, praceipuos annis aniniisquc cruento 
ungue^ notat ; inmquc in nnseros pensum oma< 
Sororum 

scinditur, et Furiac rapuerunt licia Parcis. 
stat medius campis ctinmnum cuspide sicca 
Bellipotens, iamque hos clipeum, iam vertit ad illos 
arma ciens, aboletquc domos, conubia, natos. 3S5 
pellitur et patriae et, qui mente nonssimus exit* 
lucis amor j tenet in capulis bastisque paratas 
ira manus animusque ultra thoracas anhelus* 
conatur, galeaeque tremunt Ijorrore comarum. 
'quidmiru/ncaluisseviros? Rammantur in hostein 39® 
cornipedes niveoque rigant sola putria nimbo, 
corpora ceu mixti dominis irasque sedentum 
induerint : sic frena terunt, sic proelia poscunt 
hinnitu toUuntque armos equitesque supinant. 

* riget P i nitet w. 

* hiatu Pu ; amictu 2 > (hiatu written oi'fr), conveneiy 
hence Walejidd conj. investit amictu. 

* ungue Barth, Bentley s angue Pu. 

' * animus . • . anhelus w i -03 ... -os P. 
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from the ctrar •^ky one of the Prttrlin^inn cluster® — 
spoiled IS tljc ploty of the Wnin, tlic i\xlc wavers, 
slioni of one fire, and the seamen count llicir familiar 
stars uncertainly. 

But already battle calls me : from a fresh source, 
Calliope, supply new vigour, and may a mightier 
Apollo attune my lyre ! The day of doom brings 
nigh to llic peoples the fatal hour of their oum asking, 
and Death let loose from Stygian darkness exults 
In the air of heaven, and hovers in flight over the 
field of battle, and with black jaws gaping wide in- 
vites the heroes ; nought mlgar doth he choose, but 
^^ith bloody nail marks as victims tliosc most worthy 
of life, in the prime of 3 'cars or valour ; and now all 
the Sisters’ strands arc broken for the wretched men, 
and the Furies liavc snatched the tlircads from the 
Fates, In the midst of the plain stands the War-god 
vith spear yet drj', and turns his sliield now against 
these, now against those, stirring up tlie fray and 
blotting out home and ssife and child. Love of 
country is driven out, and love of the light, that 
lingers latest in the licart ; rage holds their hands all 
ready on the sword-hilt and on the lance, the panting 
spirit strives beyond its corslet, and the helmets 
tremble beneath the quivering plumes. What 
wonder that the heroes arc hot for battle ? Horn- 
footed steeds are inflamed against the foe and bedew 
the crumbling earth with a snow-white shower, as 
though they were made one in body with their 
masters, and had put on their riders’ rage : so champ 
they the bits, and neigh to join the fight, and 
rearing toss the horsemen back^vard. 

* The Great Bear which has seven stars; sec note on 
Tii. 8. 
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Inmquc ruunt, printusque vinim concurrcrc puliis 
fnci’pit, ct spntlN titrimqiic ncqiinljlHis ncU 305 
ndvcntnnt incdininqiic vulcnt (lccrc5ccre cnmputn. 
inm clipciis clipcN, uiiibonc rcpcllitur umbo, 
cnsc ininnx pcdc pcs ct cuspidc cu^pis i 
sic obnixn flcics ; pnrilcr snspirin fumant, 
nclmotncquc nikcnt ftlicna in cassulc cristae. 
pulchcr ndituc belli \niUus : stant vcrtice coni, 
plena amicnta viris, nulli sine pracsidc cumis, 
arma loco, splendent clipci plmrclracquc dccorae 
cingulaquc ct nondtmi dcfomic cruoribus atirum. 405 
at poslqunm rabies ct vilnc prodig.i urtus 
cmiscrc nntmos, non tantn cadentibus Haedis 
actiam Rhodopen solidn nit'c verberat Arctos, ^ 
nee fragor Ausoniae tantus, cum luppiter omni 
arce tonat, tanta quatitur nee grandine Syrtis, 
cum Libyae Boreas Italos nlger attulit imbres. 
excluscre diem telis, stant ferrea caelo 
nubila, nec iacuUs artatus sufficit aer. 
hi pereunt missis, illi redeuntibus hastis, 
concurrunt per inane sudes et mutua perdunt 
volnera, concurrunt hastae, stridentia funda 
saxa pluunt, volucres imitantur fulgura ghodes 
et fortnidandae non una morte sagittae. 
nec locus ad terram telis : in corpora ferrum 
omne cadit ; saepe ignari perimuntque caduntque. 
casus agit virtutis opus : nunc turba recedit, 
nunc premit, ac vicibus teHurem a/nittit et aufert. 
ut ventis nimbisque minax cum solvit habenas 


410 


416 


• A strange phrase, winch seems intended to present the 
scene both to eye and ear. 

• flung back again, as in 1. 43J. 

• i.e., from their poison os well as their sharpness, of 
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Anti nnw tliry rliar^r. and llir dn't-rloinU of 
t]ic hrTY>r«. Jirpin In mrri In llir oti<rl ; 
d.vl) fnn'nnl nn rqnnl ‘pir#*, and «rr i|jr inlrnctdn^j 
plain diminUlj. Him *hlcld npain’il shield, 

1>0'S npnn ihrraicnin/r ^ironl nn swnrd, f«>ot 

njjaln't ffKil and lancron l.inrc : In siieli clo<;c stnjpglc 
they meet ; logrJhrr Ihrir groans reek,* cln c-packcd 
crests pirnm n\cr helmets not their o«n. 'Flic 
face of battle Is still fair : pltimes stand erect, horse- 
men bestride their steeds, no chariot Is without Its 
chief; V capons arc In their place, shields glitter, 
fl'dvcrs and belts arc comely, and gold ns yet un- 
sightly with blood. Kill when fury nnd vnlntir 
prodip,*!! of life give rein to passion, Antes lashes not 
nir^* Uhodopc so fiercely with hardened snow s\hcn 
the Kids arc falling, nor docs AusonIa hear so loud 
an uproar when Jupiter thunders from end to end 
of heaven, nor arc the Syrlcs beaten ultli such hail, 
when dark Coreas hurls Italian tempests upon Libya. 
Their darts shut out the day, a steely cloud hangs 
athwart the sky, nnd the crowded air has no room for 
all the javelins. Some perish by flung spears, others 
by spears returning,*’ stakes meet in the void and rob 
each otlicr of the wounds they carry, spears meet, 
and stones rain hissing from the slings, swift bullets, 
and dread arrows vinged with a double death ® rival 
the lightning-stroke. No place for weapons earth- 
ward, every dart falls on a body ; often they slay and 
are slain unwitting. Chance does the work of valour : 
now the press retires and now advances, loses ground 
in turn and Avins it. Even so when threatening Jove 
has loosed the reins of w’inds and tempests, and sends 

perhaps by hyperbole thejr power to kill two together, cf, 
ii. 637, vU\. 638. 6 . y 
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luppitcr ftltcmoquc ndHigit turbine mundum : 
stftt cncli diversa acics, nunc forlior Austri, 425 
nunc Aquilonis liicmps, donee pugnante proccHa 
nut nlmiis bic vicit nquis, nut illc screno. 

Principium piignac tiirmas Asopius H}*pscus 
Ocbalias — namquc bac magnum ct gentile tumcnles 
Euboicum duris rumpunt umbonibus ogmen — 430 

rcppulit crepto cunci diictorc Mcnalca. 
liic et mente Lncon, crudi torrentis nlumnus — 
nee turpavit avos — hastnm ultra pectus euntem, 
ne pudor in tergo, per ct ossa ct viscera retro 
extraliit ntquc bosti dextra labente remittit 435 
sanguineam : dilccta genis morientis oberrant 
Taygeta et pugnac laudataque pectora' mntri. 
Phaedimon lasiden arcu Direneus Amynlos 
destinat : heu celcres Parcae I iom palpitnt arvis 
Phaedimus, et certi nondum tacct arcus Amyntae. 
abstulit ex umero dextram Calydonius Agreus 441 
Phegeos : ilia suum terra tenet improba ferrum 
et movet ; extimuit sparsa inter tela iocentem 
praegrediens truncamque tamen percussit Acoetes. 
Iphin atrox Acamas, Argum ferns inipulit H^qiseus, 
stravit Abanta Pheres, diversaque volnera flentes 
Iphis eques, pedes Argus, Abas auriga iacebant. 447 
Inachidae gemini geminos e sanguine Cadmi 
occultos galeis — saeva ignorantia belli — 
perculerant ferro ; sed dum spolia omnia caesis 450 
eripiunt, videre nefas, et maestus uterque 
respicit ad fralrem pariterque errasse queruntur. 
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alternate Iiurricancs to afllict tlie world, opposing 
forces meet in heaven, now Auster’s storms pre- 
vail, now Aquilo’s, till in the conflict of the winds 
one conquers, be it Austcr’s ovcnvhelming rains, or 
Aquilo’s clear air. 

At the outset of the flght Asopian Hypseus re- 
pulsed the Ocbalian squadrons — for these in fierce 
pride of race were thrusting their stout bucklers 
through the Euboean lines — and slew Menalcas the 
leader of the phalanx. He, a true-souled Spartan, 
child of the mountain-torrent, shamed not liis an- 
cestry, but pulled back through bones and bowels 
the spear that would pass bej’ond liis breast, lest his 
back should show dislionour, and with failing hand 
hurled it back all bloody at the foe ; his loved Tay- 
getus swims before his djing eyes, and his combats, 
and the strong breast his mother praised. Dircaean 
Amyntas marks out Phaedimus, son of lasus, with 
his bow : ah ! the swift Fates ! already Phaedimus 
lies gasping on the field, and not yet has the bow of 
sure Amyntas ceased to twang. Calydonian Agreus 
cut the right arm of PJicgeus from off its shoulder : 
on the ground it holds the sword in unyielding grip 
and shakes it : Acoetes advancing feared it as it lay 
amid scattered weapons, and struck at it, severed 
though it was. Stern Acamas pierced Iphis, fierce 
H}-pseus Argus, Pliercs laid Abas low, and groaning 
from their different wounds they lay, horseman Ipliis, 
foot-soldier Argus, chariot-driver Abas. Inacliian 
tuins h.ad smitten with the sword twin brothers of 
Cadmus' blood, hidden by their helms — war’s cruel 
ignorance ! — but stripping the dead of all their 
spoils they saw the horror of their deed, and c.icJi in 
dismay looked on his brother, and cried that they 
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cultor Ion Pisae cultorem Dapimea Cirrhae 
turbatis prostravit equis ; hunc laudat ab alto 
luppiter, hunc tardus frustra miseratur Apollo. 455 
Ingentes Fortuna viros inlustrat utrimque 
sanguine in adverse : Uanaos Cadmeius Haemon^ 
stemit Qgitque, furens sequitur Tyria agmina Tydeus; 
Pallas huic praesens, ilium Tirynthius implet. 
qualiter hibemi summis duo montibus amnes 460 
franguntur geminaque cadunt in plana ruina : 
contendisse putes, uter arva arbustaque tollat 
altius aut superet pontes ; ecce® una receptas 
confundit iam vallis aquas ; sibi quisque superbus 
ire cupit, pontoque negant descendere mixti. 465 
Ibat fumiferam quatiens Onchestius Idas 
lampada per medics turbabatque agmina Graium, 
igne viam rumpens ; magno quern comminus ictu 
Tydeos hasta feri dispulsa casside flxit. 
ille ingens in terga iacet, stat fronte superstes 470 
lancea, conlapsae vcniunt in tempora flammae. 
prosequitur Tydeus : "saevos ne dixeris Argos, ^ 
igne tuo, Thebane — rogum concedimus — arde 1 
inde, velut primo tigris gavisa cruore 
per totum cupit ire pecus, sic Aono saxo, 475 

ense Pholum, Chromin ensc, duos Helicaonas hasta 
transigit, Aegaeae Veneris quos Maera sacerdos 
ediderat prohibente dea ; vos praeda cruenti 
Tydeos, it saevas ctiamnum mater ad aras. 

Nec minus Herculeum contra vagus Haemona ducit 

* Ifacmon P t heros w. 

* ecce Pv t ct cum Garrod. 


" Zeus and Apollo were worshipped at Olympia and 
Delphi respectively. 
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"crc l)otli at fntilt. Ion woriMppcr at Pi'^a over- 
threw DaphnciK Mor^hipper at Cirrhn,® in tl>c con- 
I^U’^Jon of Ilk ftcc<k ; tlil«s one Jupiter praises from on 
'>iph, tlial one Apollo vainly pities, too late to aid. 

lortunc on either side of tlic bloody fray sheds 
lustre on mighty warriors : Cndmcan Haemon slays 
and routs the l3annans, T^'dcus madly pursues tlic 
ranks of Tyre ; the one lias Pallas* present aid, the 
other the Tiryntliian Inspires ; just ns «licn two 
torrents break forth from mountain liciglits and fall 
upon tlic plain in twofold ruin, one would think they 
strove, which could whelm crops and trees or bury 
their bridges in a deeper flood ; lo ! at last one vale 
receives and mingles their waters, but proudly each 
^’ould fain go by himself, and they refuse to flow' down 
to ocean with united streams. 

Idas of Onchestus strode througli the midst shaking 
ft smoky brand, and disarrayed the Grecian ranks, 
^rcing his way with fire ; but a great lunge of savage 
Tydeus’ spear from nigh at hand smote through his 
helm and pierced liim : in huge length he falls upon 
his back, the lance stays upright in his forehead, the 
flaming torch sinks upon his temples. Tydeus pur- 
ges him with a taunt : “ Call not Argos cruel ; burn, 
Iheban, in thy own flames; see, w'e grant thee a 
pjTe ! ” Then like a tigress exulting in her first 
blood and eager to go through all the herd, he slays 
Aon with a stone, Pliolus and Chromis with the sw'ord, 
"ith thrust of lance two Helicaons, whom Maera, 
priestess of Aegaean Venus, bore against the goddess’ 
pleasure : victims are ye of bloodstained Tydeus, but 
even noAv your mother visits the pitiless altars. 

No less on the other side is Haemon, w'ard of 
Hercules, led on by restless vigour ; with unsated 
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Fntipuii : Inrxj)lcta rnpllijr |»t*r njflin frrro, ■*31 

imnc tunjfdnc Crtlyclrmh opc*^» nunc ton'A Tylencs 
ngminn, nunc rnnc5tnr fiimlcns IMctironix nlumnos, 
donee in Olcnlum fes^n l/im cu'^pltic Huten 

incidit, Iiuncturniixobvcrxum ft nl)irc vctnntcm *85 

ndgTcdilur ; pucr iUe» pucr mnlnxqtm conmmquc 
integer, ignnro ciil tune Tliebnna bipcnnei 
in gnlcnrii librntn \cnit : findunlur’ utroque 
temporn dividuique cndiint bi bracciim crincs, 
ct non hoc inclucn*? inupino limine vita 
cxsSlint, tunc flnvtini Ilypanin flavumque Politen— 
illc genas Piiocbo, crincm hie pascebat Inccho : 
saevus uterque deus — xictis llypercnora iungit 
conversumquc 1‘uga Dntnasiim ; sed lapsn per nrmos 
hnsta viri trans pectus abit parmamque tencnll *95 
cxcutit et summa fugicns in cuspide portat. 

Stemcret adversos ctinmnum Ismenius Haemon 


Inachidas — nam tela rcgit viresque mlnlstrat 
ATnphitr}'oniades — saevum sed Tydea contra 
Pallas agit. iamque ndverso venere favore 
comminus, et placido prior hacc Tir}*nthius ore : 

“ fida soror, quaenam iiunc belli caligine nobis 
congressum fortuna tulit ? num regia luno 
hoc molita nefas ? citius me fulmina eontra-— 
infandum i — ^ruere et magno bcllare parent! 
aspiciat. genus huic — sed mitto agnoscere, qiiando 
tu diversa foves, nee si ipsum comminus Hyllum 
Tydeos hasta tui Stygioque ex orbe remissum 
Amphitryona petat ; teneo aeternumque tenebo. 


* findunhir SQ (both 2nd Aonej) SNi funduntur, scia- 
duntur, striduntur other uss. 
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sword he speeds through thousands, now laying low 
the pride of Calydon, noAV Pylene’s grim array, now 
sad Pleuron’s sons, until with wearied spear he 
happens on Olenian Butes. Him he attacks, as he 
turns toward his men and forbids them to retreat ; 
a lad was he, with checks yet smooth and hair un- 
shorn, and the Theban battle-axe aimed against his 
helmet takes him unaware ; his temples are cleft 
asunder, and his locks divided fall upon his shoulders, 
and he, not fearing such a fate, passed from life 
unwitting on its threshold. Then he sla5’s fair-haired 
Hypanis and Polites — this one was keeping his beard 
for Phoebus, that one his hair for lacchus ; but cruel 
'^as either god — and Joins Hj’perenor to his rictims,' 
and Damasus who turned to flee ; but tlie hero’s 
lance sped through his shoulders and passed out by 
his heart, and tearing his buckler from his grasp, 
carried it on the lance-point ns it flew. 

Even yet would ismenian Ilncmon be laying low his 
Inachian adversaries — for Amphitryon’s son directs 
his darts and gives liim strcngtli — but against him 
Pallas urged fierce Tydeus. And now they “ met in 
rivalrj’ of favour, and first the Tirj-nthlan tlius calmly 
spoke : “ Good sister, wliat ch.nncc has tlius brought 
about our meeting in the fog of war? Has royal 
Juno devised this evil ? Sooner mav she sec me— 
Unutterable thought ! — assault the thundcrI>o!t ami 
make War against the mighty Sire I This man's race 
—but I disown liim, ^in^c thou dost aid his foes, ay, 
"ere it even IIjllus or Amphitryon sent back from 
the world of Styx that the spear of thy Tydeus 
nought in close com!»at ; I reiurm!>cr, and shall 

* !•*., I'aUts athl llrrcuirs, aittxn SIaUui at 

at-tuilly present to iupiK»rl tlirir riral ciuts; br.u 
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quantum haec diva manus, quotiens sudaverit aegis 
ista milii, duris famulus dum casibus omnes 511 
lustre vagus terras ; ipsa heu i comes invia mecum 
Tartara, ni superos Acheron excluderet, isses. 
tu patriam caelumque mihi, quis tanta relatu 
aequet ? habe totas, si mens excidere,^ Thebas. 515 
cedo equidem veniamque precor.” sic orsus abibat. 
Pallada mulcet honos : rediit ardore remisso 
voltus et erecti sederunt pectoris angues. 

Sensit abesse deum, levius Cadmeius Haemon 
tela rotat nulloque manum cognoscit in ictu. ^20 
tunc magis atque magis vires animusque recedunt, 
nee pudor ire retro ; cedentem Acheloius heros 
impetit,* et librans uni sibi missile telum 
direxit iactus, summae qua margine parmae 
ima sedet galea et iuguli vitalia lucent. 525 

nee frustrata manus, mortcmque invenerat hasta ; 
sed probibet paulumquc umeri libare sinistri 
praebuit et merito parcit Tritonia fratri. 
ille tamen nec stare loco ncc comminus ire 
amplius aut voltus .audet perferre cruenti 520 

Tydeos ; aegra animo vis ac fiducla cessit : 
qualis sactigeram Lucana cuspide frontem 
strictus aper, penitus cui non infossa cerebro 
\’olnera, ncc felix dextrae tenor, in latus iras 
frangit, et expertae iam non venit obvius hastae. 535 

Ecce ducem turmae certa indignatus in liostem 
spicula fclici Protboum torquere lacerto, 

* cxciderc Kohlmann t cXMrindrre « : cxccdere P» 

* Inipttltwj inipedil P, 
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remember cvcrlftstlnglvi how much tliat godlike hand, 
how oft tliat aegis of thine liatli laboured for me, 
'rhilc, a thrall to hardship, I roamed through every 
land ; yea ! thou wouldst have gone thyself to path- 
less Tartarus with me, did not Acheron exclude the 
gods. Thou gavest me my home, ay, heaven — who 
could name a service so great ? All Tliebcs is thine, 
if thou hast a mind to destroy it. I yield and crave 
pardon.” So lie spake, and departed. Pallas is 
soothed by the praise ; her countenance is calm 
again, the anger spent, and the snakes erect upon 
her bosom sank to rest. 

Cadmean Haemon felt that the god had left him ; 
*nore weakly he hurls his darts, nor recognizes his 
skill in any stroke. Then more and more his powers 
and courage fail him, nor is he ashamed to retreat ; 

he gives ground the Acheloian hero assails him, 
and poising a spear that he alone could wield aims 
the blow where the rim of the helmet rests on the 
topmost margin of the shield and the vulnerable 
throat gleams wliite. Nor erred his hand, and the 
spear had found a deadly spot, but Tritonia forbade, 
and suffered it to touch the left shoulder, sparing her 
brother for his merits’ sake. But the "warrior dares 
no longer hold his ground or engage or bear the siglit 
of murderous Tydeus ; his courage grows faint, and 
his confidence has departed : as when the bristly 
visage of a boar has been grazed by a Lucanian 
javelin-point, and the blow has not sunk deep into 
his brain nor has the aim been true, he lets the 
anger of his side-stroke weaken, nor attacks- the 
spear he knows too well. 

Lo ! now, indignant that Prothous the leader of a 
squadron is hurling sure darts with happy aim against 
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quantum Iiacc <liva mnnus, quoticns sudaverit aegis 
ista mihi, dtiris famulus dum casibus omncs 511 
lustro vagus terras ; ipsa Iicu I comes invia mecum 
Tartnra, ni superos Acheron excluderct, isses. 
tu patriam caclumque mihi, quis tanta reiatu 
aequet ? babe totas, si mens cxcidere,^ Tliebas. 515 
cedo equidem venlamquc prccor.” sic orsus abibal. 
Pallada mulcet lionos : rediit ardore remisso 


voltus et erecti sederunt pectoris ahgues. 

Sensit abessc deum, leiius Cadmeius Haemon 
tela rotat nulloque manum cognoscit in ictu. 52C 
tunc magis atque magis vires animusque recedunt, 
nec pudor ire retro ; cedentem Aoheloius heros 
impetit,* et librans uni sibl missile telum 
direxit iactus, summae qua margine parmae 
ima sedet galea et iugub* ritalia lucent. 
nec frustrata manus, mortemque invenerat hasta ; 
sed prohibet paiilumque umeri libare sinistri 
praebuit et merito parcit Tritonia fratri. 
ille tamen nec stare loco nec comminus ire 
amplius aut voltus audet perferre cruenti _ 
Tydeos ; aegra animo \is ac fiducia cessit : 
qualis saetigeram Lucana cuspide frontem 
strictus aper, penitus cui non infossa cerebro 
volnera, nec felix dextrae tenor, in latus iras 
frangit, et expertae iam non venit ob\^us hastae. 635 

Ecce ducem turniae certa indignatus in hostero 
spicula felici Prothoum torquere lacerto. 


* excjdcre KoMmann t exscindere w : excedere P • 
• jmpeUt w { impedit P. 
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the foe, Oenides furiously strikes two bodies with 
one shaft of pine, horseman and horn-footed steed : 
Prothous falls and the horse upon him, and as he 
gropes for the lost reins the horse tramples the helm 
upon his face and the shield upon his breast, until as 
the last drops ebb from his wound he casts off the 
bridle and sinks w’ith his head upon his master’s 
body. Even so from Mount Gnuranus fall an elm- 
tree and a vine together, a twofold loss to the 
husbandman, but the elm more sorrowful seeks also 
for its comrade tree, and falling grieves less for its 
own boughs than for the familiar grapes it crushes 
against its will. Corymbus of Helicon bad taken 
arms against tlie Danaans, formerly the Muses* 
friend, to whom Uranie** herself, knowing full well 
his Stygian destiny, had long foretold his death by 
the position of tl»c stars. Yet seeks he battles and 
warriors, pcrclmncc to find theme for song ; now lies 
he low, worthy himself to be sung with lasting 
praise, but the Sisters wept his loss in silence. 

Atys, betrothed from childhood to ismene, ofT- 
^pring of Agenor, went his w.ay, n youth no stranger 
to the Mars of Thebe'!, tliough Cirrh.a was his home, 
nor h.ad he shunned his bride’s kinsmen for their 
c\il deeds ; nay, her iiii'-cry wnilc«cr\etl and chaste 
Immihly rointnend her to her loser's f.asour. He 
too was noble, nor v.as the maidt-n’s heart tumril 
from him, and they "ere jdr.aving in enrh other's 
*^ipht, liad onlv Tortune sufli rest it. Hut «ar forl»5«!» 
his marriage, and hence the South's firrrrr wrath 
ftg.niot the foe ; aim»ng the forrmi**t he ru'hr-» on, 
imd ii<»v nfiK'l vith errant »wor\l, now gT**]‘iog t.’ie 
rt ms iduft, ns though at some ijvrctarlr, hr iin»r» 
b< fi>rr lorn the r.ir.Ls »»f IxTiva ^Vllh thrrrf I! 
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turbidus Ocnidcs una duo corpora pinu, 
comipcdcmquc cqiutcmquc, ferit : ruit ille ruentcra 
in Protboiim lapsasquc manu quacrentis habenas 540 
in voltus galcani clipcumquc in pcctora calcat, 
saucius extrcmo donee cum sanguine frenos 
respuit et iuncta domino ccrvice rccumbit. 
sic ulmus vltisque, duplex iactura colenti, 

Gaurano de monte cadimt, sed macstior ulmus 545 
quaerit utrumquc ncmitS) nec tarn sua bracchia labens 
quam gemit adsuefcas invitaque preterit uvas. 
sumpserat in Danaos Heliconius arma Cor}’nabus, 
ante comes Musis, Stygii cui conscia pensi 
ipsa diu positis Ictum praedixerat astris 
Uranie. cupit ille tamen pugnasque virosque, 
forsitan ut canerct ; longa lacet ipse canendus 
laude, sed amissum mutae^ flevere sororcs. 

Pactus Agenoream primis Atys ibat ab annis 
Ismenen, Tyrii iuvenis non advena belli. ^ 
quamvis Cirrlia domus, soceros nec tristibus actis 
aversatus erat ; sponsam quin castus amanti 
squalor et indigni commendat gratia luctus. 
ipse quoque egregius, nec peclora virginis illi 
diversa, inque vicem, sineret fortune, placebant. 560 
bella vetant taedas, iuvenique hinc maior in hostes 
ira ; ruit primis immixtus et agmina Lernae 
nunc pedes ense vago, prensis nunc celsus habenis, 
ceu spectetur, agit. triplici velaverat ostro 

^ muCae u : musae 


• Oipayta, the Muse of heavenly lore, and therefore, 
appropriately, the teacher of astrology. “ Stygium pensum 
is the doom spun for him by the Fates in the underworld. 
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robe of purple had his mother clothed his yet growing 
shoulders and smooth breast, and now, lest he should 
go in meaner raiment than his spouse, she had plated 
%\ith gold his harness and Arith gold his arrows and 
his belt and armlets, and liad encrusted his helm 
"ith inlay of gold. Trusting alas ! in such things as 
these he challenges the Greeks to combat, and first 
assailing a weak company Avith his spear he brings 
back spoil of arms to his comrades, and the slaughter 
accomplished returns to the friendly lines. So a 
Caspian lion beneath HjTcanian shade, still smooth 
nor terrible yet in the yellow glory of lus mane, and 
guiltless of great carnage, raids the slow-moA’ing flock 
not far from their fold while the shcpliord is away, 
and sates his hunger on a tender lamb. Soon he 
l^earcd not to attack Tydeus, knowing not his prowess 
but judging only by his stature, and dared to vex 
him with his frail weapon, as oft he sljoutcd taunts 
fit some and pursued others. At length the Aetolian 
turned his gaze by chance upon his feeble eflbrts, and 
with a terrible laugh : “ I^ng since," he cries, I 
have seen, insatiate one, 'tis n famous death that 
thou desirest ! " and forthwith, deeming tlie bold 
Vouth Worthy of neither sword nor spear, with care- 
less fingers lightly flung an unwarlike •:haft ; yet the 
uiissile drained deep the recesses of the groin, as 
though hurled with nil his might. His ilcath assured, 
Ocnidcs passes Iiim bv, and is tmi proud »o p!un«h*r. 

I'or not sucli sjxjils as these,’’ says he, I 

hang up to Man-, or to thee, w.arhke Pallas ; >!jainr 
keeptne far from taking them for in\ own pleasure ; • 

scarcely had DeipAle* left her Ixiwer and come with 

* Shr Vkfi\ Alir UftviptWrr ©f »t>l IviJ Ciirr'.rJ 

Tj-drui, krr U. 5?01 j. 
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surgcntcs ctinmnum umeros ct IcW.i mnter 503 
pcctorn ; nunc nuro phalcras nuroquc sngittas 
cingulaquc ct mnnicas, nc coniugc Wli'or irct, 
presscrat ct mixtum cono crispavcrat aurum.^ 
talibus Iicu I fidcns vocat ullro in proclia Graios. 
nc primum in faciles grassatus cuspide turmas 5^0 
nrma refert sociis et in agminn fida peracta 
cnede redit. sic H}Tcana leo Caspius umbra 
nudus adhuc nulloquc iubac flaventis bonore 
tcrribilis magnique ctlamnum sanguinis insons, 
baud procul a stabub's captat custode remote 5"^^ 
segne pecus teneraque famcm consumit in* agna. 
mox ignotum armis ac solo corpore mensus 
Tj’dea non timuit, fragilique lacessere telo 
saepius infrendentem aliis aliosque sequentem 
ausus erat. tandem invalidos Aetolus ad ictus 580 
forte refert oculos et formidabile ridens : 

“ iamdudura video, magnum cupis, improbe, leti 
nomen *’ ait ; simul audacem non ense nec hasta 
dignatus leviter digitis imbelle solutis 
abiecit iaculum : latebras tamen inguinis alte 58 
missile, ceu totis intortum Wribus, bausit. 
praeterit baud dubium fati et spoliare superbit 
Oenides. “ neque enim has Marti aut tibi, beluca 
Pallas, 

exuvias figemus” ait, “procul arceat® ipsum 
ferre pudor ; vix, si bellura comitata reb'etis, 590 

* consumit in Pui depascitur iV, and written over in !>• 

* arceat w: habeatPj afuat co/y. Garrod- 


• i.e., “procul arceat pudor me ipsum has evuvjas ierrCt 
where “ arceat “ is given by analogy the same construction 
as “ prohibeat." 
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me to the vrnr, would I have borne licr spoils that 
elm •' c., ••“’•ing, he is led on to dream 

as when a lion by chance 
in Ids power, lie passes 
i>y Liie unwaruKC calves and heifers : he is mad to 
drench himself in some mighty victim’s blood, nor 
to crouch ® save on the neck of a chieftain bull. But 
Menoeccus fails not to hear the dying wail of fallen 
Atys : thither he turns his horses, and leaps don-n 
from his swft chariot ; the Tegean warriors were 
dra^ving nigh him where he lay, nor did the Tyrians 
hold them off. “ For shame, Cadmean youth,” he 
cries, '* that belie your earthborn sires ! Whither 
fly ye, degenerate ones ? Hath he not fallen more 
nobly for our folk, the stranger Atys ? Ay, still but 
a stranger, nor yet, hapless one, hath he avenged 
his spouse ; shall n-e betray a pledge so great ? " 
Heartened by righteous shame they rally, and each 
bethinks himself of those he loves. 

Meanwhile in the seclusion of tlieir chamber the 
sisters — innocent pair, guiltless offspring of unhappy 
Oedipus — mingle their converse with varying com- 
plaint. Nor grieve they for their present ills, but 
starting from the far origins of their fate, one laments 
their mother's marriage, the other their father’s eyes, 
this one the brother tliat reigns, tiiat one him tliat 
is an exile, and both lament the war. "Long do they 
hesitate in their unhappy prayers : fear sways them 
either way, in doubt whom they wish defeated in 
the fight, and whom victorious ; but in their silent 
hearts the exile >rins the day. So when Pandion’s 
birds seek once more trusty welcome and the homes 
for her son Itys. whom she slew to arenge his father, 
Tereus’s, cruelty to her sister Procne. 
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Deipyle thalamis, illi inludenda^’tuUssem." 

SIC ait, et belli maiora ad praemia mente 
ducitur : innumeris veluti leo forte potitus 
caedibus imbellis vitulos mollesque iuvencas 
transmittit : magno furor est in sanguine raergi, 695 
nec nisi regnantis cen,'ke recumbere tauri. 
at non semianimi clamore Menoecea lapsus 
fallit Atys : praevertit equos curruque citato 
desilit ; instabat pubes Tegeaea iacenti, 
nec prohibent TjTii. “pudeat, Cadmea iuventus, 
terrigenas mentita patres ! quo tenditis " inquit, 601 
“ degcncres ? nieliusne iacet pro sanguine nostro 
bospes Atys ? tantum hospes adhuc et coniugis ultor 
infelix nondum iste suae ; nos pignora tanta 
prodimus ? ” insurgunt iusto firmata pudore 
agminn, ouique suae redlere in pectora curae, 
Interea tbalami secrcta in parte sorores, 
par aliud morum miserique innoxia proles 
Oedipodae, varias misccnt sermone qucrellas. 
nec mala quae iuxta, sed longa ab origine fati, 
haec matris taedas, oculos ast ilia patcmos, 
altera regnantem, profugum gemit altera fratrem, 
bella ambae. gravis bine miseri* cunctalio voti t 
nutat utroque timer, quemnam iioc certamine victom, 
quern vicissc velint : tacite praepondcrat cxsul. 0*® 
sic Pandioniae repetunt ubi iida volucrcs 

* inludrntia o/t inlaudanda P. 

• ml^eri I’v » muti Parth, tdd., from later U33, 


COS 


CIO 


* a? he sucks its Wood. 

• Nlffhtjnf'ales, from riiHomela, dauprhter of Pandjan, 
kJflff of Athens, changed Into a nJghlin^Je. She grlerrt 
S33 
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they left when winter drove them forth, and they 
stand over the nest and tel! to the house the old 
story of their woe, a broken, dolorous sound goes 
forth : they deem it words, nor in truth does their 
voice sound other than words.® Then after tears and 
a long silence Ismene begins again : “ What delusion 
is this of mortals ? What means this trust deceived ? 
Is it true then that our cares are awake in time of rest, 
and our fancies return in sleep so clearly ? Lo ! I, 
who could not bear tlie thought of wedlock, not even 
in sure abiding peace, this verj’ night, my sister — 
ah I for shame ! — I beheld myself a bride ; wdience 
did my fevered slumber bring my husband before 
rny vision, wliora I scarce know by siglit? Once in 
this palace I caught sight of him, my sister, not of 
niy o^vn wilt — wliile pledges in some wise were ex- 
changed for my betrothal. On tlic instant all was 
confusion to my view and sudden fire fell between 
us, and his motlier followed me, demanding Atys 
back with loud clamour. What presage of disaster 
to whom I know not is this ? And yet I have no 
fear, so but our Ijomc be safe and the Dorian 
host depart, and wc can reconcile our haughty 
brothers.” 

Such was their converse, wlien the quiet Ijousc 
started at a sudden tumult, and Atys, re«:cued at 
preat labour's cost, bloodless but still living, is borne 
in ; his Iiand is on his liurt, outside the shield the 
neck droops languid, and the tresses hang backwnnl 
from his forehead. .Tocastasawhim first anti tn'tnbling 
c-sllrtl Ins l)elo\ed Isnienc; fur that pr.-i\cr alone <1'» 
the dying accents of her son-in-law utter, that name 
«lonc hovers on his parcliesl mouth. 'Die «ornrn 
fclirick, and the maiden lifts her Iiatul* to hrr fsrr ; 
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liO’ipUlA ntqtio Inrcm tmmm pulsantc rrlictum, 
^l^ul^p^c ‘•npcr vetrrhqiic cxortH.i fati 
ndnnrrntit troth, ll* tninciiin nc flrbilc nuinnur; 
verba putnnt, V(»xqiir Ilia tnmrrr non dissona verbis, 
nlipic ibi p<i<;t lacriin.as rt lotipa sllcntia rurstis C-i 
Inrolint Isjuenc: ** qui'tmni liic rnort.niibus error? 
qnne docrjiln fules ? ctinani invipllarc quicti 
clarnquc per .somnos ntiinii shmilacrn reverti ? 
cccc «’go, qune nee '•I pax nlta nianerct, 

tractarenx scnxu — pndet Immi I — conubia vidi 
node, soror ; sponsiitn unde ndlii sopor nttulit amens 
vix nottjm visu ? scinci Ins m sedibus illnnii 
dum njca nescio quo spondcnttjr foedera pacto, 
respexi non spontc, soror. turbata repente ® 
omnia cernebani, subitiisqiic Intcrcidit Ignis, 
mcque sequebatur rnbido clamore rcposccns 
mater Atyn. quacnam hacc dubiac praesagia cladis r 
nee timeo, dum tuta domus mllesquc recedat* 
Doricus ct tumidos Ilccat componerc frntres.’ 

Tfllla nectebant, subito cum pigra tumultu 
expavit domus, et muUo sudorc rcccptus 
fertur Atys, sorvans animam iam sanguine nullo, 
cui manus in plaga, dependet languida cen-’ix 
exterior clipeo, crinesque a frontc supini. 
prima videt caramquc tremens locasta vocabot 
Ismenen : namque I«oc solum moribunda precatur 
vox generi, solum hoc gclidls iam nomen inerrat 
faucibus. exclamant fomulae, tollebat in ora 

* it Markland : et Pu- * recedat w: superstes A 


• The nightingales feel that they are eipressing their 
grief, and, Statius adds, their notes, though not ^orcis, 
are yet (“ tamen ”) as expressive as words can be. There is 
real poetry in this thought. 
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they left when •winter drove them forth, nnd they 
stand over the nest and tell to the ho«‘;c the old 
story of their woe, a brohen, dolorom fonnd pors 
forth : they deem it words, nor in tmlh does their 
voice sound other than words.® Tlien nftcr tears nnd 
along silence Ismenc begins ag.ain t ** Wli.it dchisinn 
is this of mortals ? Wliat means this trust deceived } 

Is it true then that our cares arc awake in time of rc‘^t, 
and our fancies return in sleep so clearly ? Lo I 1» 
who could not bear the thought of wedlock, not even 
sure abiding peace, this very night, my sister — 
ah . for shame 1 — I beheld myself a bride ; whence 
did tny fevered slumber bring my husband before 
'ision, whom I scarce know by sight? Once in 
this palace 1 caught sight of him, my sister, not of 
^y own ivill— while pledges in some wise were ex- 
changed for my betrothal. On the instant all was 
confusion to my view and sudden fire fell between 
hs, and his mother followed me, demanding Atys 
ack inth loud clamour. What presage of disaster 
m whom I know not is this ? And yet I have no 
ear, so but our home be safe and the Dorian 
brotl reconcile our haughty 

Such was their converse, when the quiet house 
^ arted at a^ sudden tumult, and Atys, rescued at 
peat labour’s cost, bloodless but still living, is borne 
^ V j hand is on his hurt, outside the shield the 
languid, and the tresses hang backward 
forehead. Jocastasaw him first and trembling 
4 > j beloved Ismene ; for that prayer .alone do 
«c d\ ing accents of her son-in-law’ utter, that name 
one hovers on his parched mouth. ’Fhe women 
^ mcK, and the maiden lifts her hands to lier fact; ; 
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'Irpo njftnin, Irtniil «4rtw« njufor ; ati.irTirn Irr ^’'13 
rt>;*itiir, Itululijrl «itrnniiifi} /»«• J.irrnU, 

iMtrJHlilqur oirrftijiir. qualiT (am ntortr 
ntl rofnrn Umh *]r!Vrfflr|iir* ffftltrrnra 

; IIIiMi iinini iirclrrfo lumfnr rarli 
a'pidl rt >ullti non rt^alj.itur afnato. ^ 

litnr tjtiln nrr prnrlrlt Iiitta jw«|{ij<qur hrata 
inortc |»atrr, •.jxin^nr nitinn* niUrmliHr Jradunt 
clcrlifinrr j*rna< ; {!>! ilrninin tr^tr rcnioto 

plfw pcinltiK larrifiifltfjur in lumln.n fudit. 

Diitnritir rn prr *ni€*!».n, niii< irrpenliI)U< nnlcni 65^ 
rt fncc inutntn Iicihiin Intffcntl>at Ktiyo. 
nnnn voliml, primo** vrhiti mrxlo commlniM Ictus 
su.^!ulorint omm'^qur rtiamnum luccat cn'ls. 
cnilnct OcnUh'^. quamvit ct /mrumlinc ecrt.i 
Pnrtbcnopacus ngnt, moricntunuiuc or« furenti 660 
Ilippomcdon priKruIccl cqiio, Cnpancnquc pinus 
ium procul Aonifs volet ngnoscentla eaten is : 

Tydeos ilia dies, ilium fupuntquc trcmuntquc 
clnmnntem : “quo terpn da! is ? licet cccc peremptos 
ulcisci Focios inncstamquc rcpcndcrc noctem. 6W 
illc ego incxplctis solus qui cnedibus Imusi ^ ^ 

quinqungintn nnimas : toUdem, totidem bcia 
gregntim 

ferte mnnus I nulllnc patres, nulJinc incentum 
unnniini fratres ? quae tantn oblivio Juctus ? 6C9 

quam pudet Inaclnas conlcnlum nbiisse Myccnas ! 
bine super Thebis ? Iinec robora regis ? ubi nutem 
egregius dux ille niihj ? ” simul ordine laera 
ipsum exhortantem cuncos capitisque superbi 

* defeclaque Heinsivs (xil. 335) s deieotaque Pu. _ 

* totidem, totidem heia Kohlmanm totidem heia Pi 
totidem totidemque u. 
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fierce sli.imc rcslr.iins her, yet she must needs go to 
nim, Jocasti grants the dying man this final boon, 
and shows her and sets her before him. Four timas 
at the verj* point of death he bravely raised his eyes 
and failing vision at licr name ; at her alone, ncglcct- 
mg the light of heaven, he gazes, and cannot gaze 
enough on the face he loves. Then because hismothcr 
IS not near and his father is laid in blissful death, they 
betrothed the sad office of closing his c^'cs ; 
there at last unwitnessed and alone, she gave utter- 
ance to wifely grief and drowned her eyes in tears. 

^Miile these things were happening in Thebes, 
Enyo,® afire with torch fresh-charged and other 
serpents, was restoring the fight. They yearn for 
battle, as thougli they had but lately borne the 
opening shock of combat hand to hand, and every 
sword still shone bright and clear. Oenides is pre- 
eminent ; though Parthenopaeus draw an unerring 
shaft, and Hippomedon trample the faces of the 
dying with furious steed, though the spearof Capaneus 
hy even from far >\ith a message to Aonian troops, 
that day was the day of Tydeus : from him they flee 
and tremble, as he cries out : ” Whither turn ye 
your backs ? Lo ! thus can ye avenge your slain 
ccrarades, and atone for that sad night. I am he 
who took fifty lives in unsalcd carnage ; bring as 
*nany, ay, as many squadrons in swarms ! Arc there 
00 fathers, no loving brothers of the fallen ? Why 
such forgetfulness of sorrow ? Shame on me that I 
departed content to Inachlan Mycenae ! Are these 
all that stand for Thebes ? Are these your monarch’s 
strength? Andwherecan I findthatnobleclueftain?” 
ThercA\ith he spies him on the left of the array, en- 
couraging his columns and conspicuous by the flash 
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insigncm fulgorc vidct ; ncc segm’us nrdens 
occurrit, nivco qiinm flammiger ales olori 675 

imminet et mngna trcpulum circumligat umbra, 
tunc prior : “ Aonlac rex o iustissimc gentis, 
imus in arma palam tnndemquc ostendimus enses, 
an noctem et solitas placet cxspectare tenebras ? ” 
ille niliil contra, sed stridula cornus in hostem 080 
it referens mandata duels, quam providus heros 
iamiam in fine viae percussam obliquat, et ipse 
teJura ingens aWde et quanto non ante laoerto 
impulit : ibat atrox finem positura duello 
lancea. convertere oculos utrimque faventes 685 
Sidonii Gralque dei ; crudelis Erihys 
obstat et infando difFert Eteoclea fratri : 
cuspis in armigerum PWegyan peccavit. ibi ingens 
pugna virum, stricto nam saevior inruit ense 
Aetolus, retroque datum Thebana tegebant 600 
arma ducem. sic densa lupum iam nocte sub atra 
arcet ab adprenso pastorum turba iuvenco ; 
improbus erigitur contra, nec cura vetantes 
impetere : ilium, ilium, semel in quem venerat, urget. 
non secus obiectas acies turbamque minorem 605 
dissimulat transitque manu ; tamen ora Thoantis, 
pectora Deilochi, Clonii latus, ilia torvi 
perforat Hippotadae } truncis sua membra remittit 
interdum galeasque rotat per nubila plenas. 
et iam corporibus sese spoliisque cadentum 700 

^ Neither Argive nor Theban deities wished the war to 
end in this way. 
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of haughty helm ; not less swiftly does he rush to 
meet him all afire, than the bird that wields the 
flame swoops on the frightened snow-white swan and 
enfolds him in his mighty shadow. Then he first 
speaks : “ Most righteous king of the Aonian people, 
meet we in open fight, and show we our swords at 
last, or doth it please thee to await the night and thy 
wonted darkness ? Nought spake he in reply, but 
the whizzing comel-shaft comes flying against his 
foe, bearing the chieftain’s message ; the prudent 
hero strikes it aside just as it reached its mark, and 
himself eagerly hurled a mighty weapon with 
strength unkno^^^l before: on was the angry lance 
flying, to end the war. On it the gods, Sidonian 
and Greek, who favoured either side, turned their 
eyes;® cruel Erinys checks its course, and pre- 
sci^'cs Eteocles for a brother’s impious deed ; the 
erring spear-point lighted on Phlegyas the charioteer. 
Then a great fight arose of heroes, for the Aetollan, 
drawing his sword, charged more fiercely, wliile 
Theban warriors protected the retreating king. So 
in the murk of night a crowd of sliepherds forces away 
a wolf from the bullock he has seized ; but he relent- 
lessly rises up against them, nor cares to attack those 
who bar his way ; him, him only, whom lie had once 
assailed, does he pursue. Just so does Tydeus ignore 
the lines arrayed ag.ainst him and the lesser throng, 
and pass them by in the fight ; yet he wounds the face 
of Thoas, the breast of Dciloclms, Clonius in the flank, 
stem Hippotadcs in the groin ; now he throws back 
their limbs to mutilated trunks, or whirls heads and 
liclms together through the air. And now he had 
enclosed himself with the spoils and corjiscs of the 
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clauserat; imiim ncies drcum consumltur, unum 
omnia tela vovent : summis liaec ossibws haerent, 
pars frustrata cadunt, partem Tritonia vcllit, 
multa rigent dipeo. densis iam consitus' hastts 
ferratum qualit umbo nemus, tergoque fatiscit 705 
atque umexis gentiUs aper ; nusquam ardua coni 
gloria, quique apieem torvac Gradivus habebat 
cassidis, baud laetum domino xuit omen : inusta® 
temporibus nuda aera sedent, circumque sonori 
verlicc percuss© volvuntur in arma molares. 710 
iam cruor in galea, iam saucm proluit ater 
pectora permixlus sudore ct sanguine torrens. 
respicit bortantes sooios ct Pallada fidam, 
longius opposita cclantem lumina parma : 
ibat enim magnum lacrimis inflcctcre potrem. 715 

Ecce secat zephyros ingentem fraxmus iram 
fortunamquc ferens, tcli non eminet auctor : 
Astacides Melanippus crat, nec prodidit ipse, 
et vellet latuisse manura, sed ga\idia turmae 
monstrabant trepidum ; nam flextis in ilia Tydeus 
submissum latus et clipei laxaverat orbem. 721 
clamoTem Aonii miscent gemitumque Pelasgi, 
obiectantque manus indlgnantemque tuentur. 
ille per oppositos longe rimatus amarum 
Astaciden, totis animac se cogit in ictum 725 

relliquiis telumque iacit, quod proximus Hopleus 
praebuerat : perit expressus connmine sanguis, 
tunc trisles socii cupidum bellare — quis atdor ! — 
et poscentem hastas mediaque in morte negantem 
exspirare trahunt, summique in margitie campi 7S0 

* consitus u 1 conswit P, * inttsta w : inulta P. 
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fallen ; the ring of foes spends itself on him alone, 
at him alone all darts aspire ; some lodge within 
his limbs, some fall amiss, others Tritonia tears away, 
many stand stiflly in his shield. Thick-planted 
already with spears, his buckler is a quivering grove 
of steel, and his native bearskin is tom upon liis back 
and shoulders ; gone is the towering glory of the 
crest, and the Mars that held the peak of his grim 
helmet falls, no happy omen to its lord. The bare 
bronze** is fixed and welded In his temples, stones 
strike his head and fall rattling about his armour. 
His helm now fills with blood, and now his wounded 
breast is drenched by a dark mingling torrent of 
blood and sweat. He looks round upon his applaud- 
ing comrades and on faithful Pallas, who conceals 
from afar her face behind her shield j for she was on 
her way to soften with her tears her mighty sire. 

Lo ! an ashen spear charged wth mighty wrath 
and fate cleaves the zephyrs, its author unperceived : 
Melanippus it was, the son of Ast.acus, and he be- 
trayed not his o^vn work and would fain have been 
hidden, but the joy of liis troop revealed him all 
affrighted ; for Tydeus bending o’er his groin had 
sunk upon his side and let go liis round shield. 
Aonians and Pelasgians mingle their shouts and 
groans, and form a barrier, and protect the in- 
dignant hero. He spying afar through the foe the 
hated Astacides, summons for a stroke all the vital 
forces that remain, and hurls a dart that Hopleus 
who stood by had given him ; the effort makes the 
blood spout and flow. Then his grieving comrades 
drag liim away, eager yet to fight — ^^vhat fiery zeal ! 
—and calling for spears, and even in death’s agony 
refusing to die, and set him on the farthest margin 
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efiultum gemina Intcra inclinnntia parma 
ponunt, ac saevi rcditnrum ad proelia Martis 
pro/nittimt flentes. scd ct ipse recedere caelum 
ingentesque animos extreme frlgorc labi 
seiisit, ct innixus terrae ** miscrcscitc " clamnt, 735 
" Inac/iidae : non ossa precor refbrantur ut Argos 
Aetolumve larem j nec cnim inilii cura supremi 
funeris : odi artus fragilcmque Imnc corporis usum, 
desertorem animi. caput, o caput, o mihi si quis 
ndportet, Melanippe, tuum ! nam volveris anis, 740 
fido equidem, nec me virtus siiprema fe/ellit. 
i, precor, Atrei* si quid tibi sanguinis umquam, 
Hippomedon, vade, o primis puer incl^-te bellis 
Areas, et Argoh'cae Capancu iam maxime turmae.’* 

. omnes, sed primus ahit primusque repertum 
Astaclden medio Capaneus epulverc tolUt 740 
spirantem laevaque super cervice reportat, 
terga eruentantem concuss! \Tilneris unda ; 
quaJis ab Arcadio rediit Tiiynthiiis antro 
captivumque suem clamantibus intulit Argis. 750 
Erigitur Tydeus voltuque occurrit et amens 
laetitiaque Jraque, ut singuJtantia vidit 
ora trahique oculos seseque adgnovit in illo, 
imperat abscisum porgi, laevaque receptum 
spectat atrox hostile caput, gliscitque tepentis 765 
lumina torva videns et adhuc dubitantia figi. 
infelix contentus erat : plus cxigit ultrix 
Tisiphone ; iamque inffexo Tritonia patre 
venerat et misero decus immortale ferebat, 
atque ilium effracti perfusum tabe cerebri 760 

* Atrei Pu : Arcadii : Argei SeArad^. 
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of the field, propped against shields on either side, 
and promise vith tears a return to the conflicts of 
fierce Mars. But he too now felt the light of heaven 
fail him and his mighty spirit yield to the final chill, 
and lying on the ground he cries : “ Have pity, sons 
of Inachus : I pray not that my bones be taken to 
Argos or my Aetolian home ; I care not for funeral 
obsequies ; I hate my limbs and my body so frail 
and useless, deserter of the soul %\'itliin it. TIjy liead, 
thy head, O Mclanippus, could one but bring me 
that ! for thou art grovelling on the plain, so indeed 
I trust, nor did my valour fail me at the last. Go, 
Hippomedon, I beg, if thou has aught of Atrcus' 
blood, go thou, Arcadian, youth renowned in thy 
first wars, and thou, O Capaneus, mightiest now of 
all the Argive liost I ” 

All were moved, but Capaneus first darts away, 
and finding the son of Astacus lifts liim still breathing 
from tlic dust, and returns Mith Iiim on Ids left shoul* 
der, staining his back with blood from the stricken 
wound : in such wise did the Tir}'nthinn return 
from the Arcadian lair, when he brought home to 
applauding Argos the captive boar.® 

Tydeus raises himself and turns his gaze upon liini, 
then mad with joy and anger, when he saw them 
drag the gasping vis.age, and saw lus hatuhwork 
therein, lie bids tlicm cut off and hand ti) him his foe’s 
fierce head, and seizing it in his left h.md he gazes at 
it, and glows to sec Jt still wann in life atul the wrath- 
ful eves still flickering ere they cIonwI. Content was 
the WTctchcd man, but asengmg TiM}»hnne demands 
vet more. And now, liersirr aj>jvea'‘ed, had Tntonla 
come, and was bringing immortal lustre to t!ic un- 
happi hero: when lo ! t!ic sees him befouled wrtli 
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aspicjt et vivo scelerantem sanguine fauces — 

nec comites auferre valent — : stetit aspera Gorgon 

crinibus emissis rectique ante ora cerastae 

velavere deam ; fugit aversata iacentem, 

nec prius astra subit^ quam mystica lampas ct insons 

Elisos multa purgavit lumina lyropha. 76C 

" This hideous scene was imitated by Dante in the 
' ^ '.I r* — * Ugolino Rnaws 

jn the JJivina 
in Inf. lx. 82 
xxvh5S(TM. 
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the shattered brains’ corruption and his jaws polluted 
with living blood® — nor can his comrades \vrest it 
from him — : fierce stood the Gorgon uith out- 
stretched snakes, and the horned serpents upreared 
before her face o’ershadowed the goddess ; witli 
averted face she flees from him where he lies, nor 
enters heaven ere that -the mystic lamp and Elisos 
with plenteous water has purged her nsion.^ 

® The Gorgon is the head of Medusa with snakes for hair, 
that Pallas carried on her breastplate. The “mystic lamp” 
refers to the fire which was one of the means of ceremonial 
purification. “ Elisos " ts the river Ilissus at Athens. 
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the shattered brains’ corruption and his jaws polluted 
wth living blood® — nor can his comrades wrest it 
from him — : fierce stood the Gorgon with out- 
stretched snakes, and the homed serpents upreared 
before her face o’ershadowed the goddess ; with 
averted face she flees from him where he lies, nor 
enters heaven ere that the mystic lamp and Elisos 
wth plenteous water has purged her vision,^ 

* The Gorgon is the head of Medusa with snakes for hair, 
that Pallas carried on her breastplate. The “mystic lamp” 
refers to the fire which was one of the means of ceremonial 
purification. “ ElLsos ” Is the river IJissus ot Athens. 
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pera Gorgon 

crinibus omissis r<;ct«|uc .ac 

velavere deam ; fugit avcrsata iacentem, 
nec prius astra subit, quatn mj'stica lampas ct insons 
Elisos multa purgavit lumtna lympha. 7C6 


*• This hideous scene was imiialed by Dante in tJie 
Inferno (canto xxxii. )). J25 «g.)* where Count UgoUno gnaws 
his enemy’s skull. Other parallels between the Z^tetna 
Oammedia and the TAei^aid wUl be found in /«/« K. 82 
(TAeb. ii. S5). Inf. air. 46 (TAeh. x. fin.). Inf. xKVi. 52 {Thtb. 
i. 33, x\i. 429), Purff. ix. 34 {Ach. i. 228. 24T). 
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The news of the mad fury of blood-stained Tydeus 
exasperates the Aonians ; even tlie Inacliidae them- 
selves grieve but little for the fallen warrior, and 
blame him, complaining that he has transgressed the 
la^vful bounds of hatred ; nay, thou too, O Gradi\'ns, 
most violent of gods, tliough at that time the furious 
work of slaughter did most occupy thee, thou too 
wert offended, as they relate, by such hardihood,® 
nor turned thy own gaze thereon, but drove another 
way thy affrighted steeds. Therefore the Cndmean 
youth rise up to avenge the shameful profanation of 
Mclanippus' corpse, as much inBamed ns thougli 
their father’s bones had been disturbed from tlieir 
sepulchres and their urns flung a prey to cruel 
monsters. The king himself infuriates them still 
further : “ Who any more is merciful or humane to 
the Pclasgians ? Wliy, with hooked fangs they rend 
our limbs — shame on such madness ! Have wc then 
so glutted their weapons ? — Do ye not think ye arc 
making war on Hyrcanian tigers or facing angiy 
Libvan lions ? And now he lies — O ! noble solace 
of death ! — his jaws f.istcned in Iiis enemy’s head, 
and meets his unhallowctl end in welcome gore. 

• " virtiis *’ In on unfa\ourablo found in Vsl. 

riacc. ii. ()17, “cfTrra r/, oIm* TKib. I,** iniqua 

> irtus " ; but in both ca»r» the epithet lirjps. 
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Asperat Aonios rabies audita crucnti 
Tydeos ; ipsi etiam minus ingemuere iacentem 
Inacludae, culpantque virum et rupisse queruntur 
fas odii j quin te, dirum impJacfdissfme, quamquam 
praecipuum tunc caedis opus, Gradive, furebas,^ 6 
offensum virtute* ferunt, nec comminus ipsum® 
ora, sed et trepidos alio torsisse iugales. 
ergo profanatum Melanippi funus acerbo 
volnere non aliis ultum Cadmeia pubes 
insurgunt stimulis, quam si turbata sepulcris 10 
ossa patrum monstrisque datae crudeUbus urnae. 
accendit rex ipse super : " quisquomne Pelasgis* 
mitis adhuc hominemque gerit ? iam morsibus uncis — 
pro furor { usque adeo tela exsatiavimus ! — artus 
dilacerant. nonne HjTcanis bellare putatis 16 

tigribus, aut saevos Libyae contra ire leones ? 
et nunc ille iacet — pulcbra o solacia leti !— 
ore tenens hostile caput, dulcique nefandus 

* furebas w : ferebas P, 

* offensum virtute Port offensa eemj. Garrod, feritale 
dueller. For y'lttaie Klotz cf. Val. Place, ii. 6i7. 

’ ipsum Por : Isse Koch. 

* Pelasgis Pw : -um Imho/ 1 -us Oieen. 
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Our weapons arc rutl»lcss steel anti brands of fire, 
but theirs is naked hate, and savagery' that needs no 
arms. May llicy continue in tlicir frenzy and enjoy 
a renown so glorious, do thou but look upon it, O 
Father supreme ! But they complained that the 
battle-field gaped and they marvel that the earth 
fled : would even tlicir own soil bear such as them ? ” 
So speaking, he led his men forward in a fierce onset 
shouting loud, and all alike furious to seize the 
corpse of the hated Tj'dcus and to gain his spoils. 
Not othenvisc do swarms of obscene birds veil the 
stars, when the breezes have told them afar of 
tainted air and bodies left unburied ; thither in 
clamorous greed they haste, the lofty sky is loud with 
flapping of wings, and lesser fowl withdraw from 
heaven. 

Fame, travelling in swift rumours about the Aonlan 
plain, is spread from troop to troop, a more rapid 
messenger tlian of wont when her tidings are evil, 
until she glides into the affrighted ears of Poljmices, 
to whom her tale brings most grievous news of loss. 
The youth stiffened with horror, liis ready tears 
stood congealed, and slow was he to give credence ; 
for Oenides’ well-kno^Mi valour now prompts and now 
forbids him to believe his death. But when the 
disaster w'as confirmed on undoubted warrant, his 
mind and vision are whelmed in night ; his blood 
stands still; together bis arms, together his limbs 
sink dowm, his lofty helm is already moist irith tears, 
and his greaves caught the shield as it fell. Sadly 
he goes, dragging faint knees and trailing spear, 
as though burdened by a thousand wounds and 
maimed in every limb ; his comrades shrink from 
him and point to liira with groans. At length he 
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Immorlttir nos fcmim truinltc* fnccsque, 
illl*! luuln rt fcritn-* lam non cffrt nrmJs. CO 
sic pcrgant rnMdl clnrnquc !«np Iniidc* fninntur, 
diiin videos linec,simimc pnter. sed cnirn lilsecrecompos 
c«»nqucsli terrneque fti/^ont mlrnnlnr ; nn Istos 
vcl sun portcl humus ? ” nmpno sic fntus npcbal 
procursu frcinlluque viros, furor omnibus Idem 25 
Tydeos InvisI spolds rnptoque poUri 
corporo, non nllter subtexunt nstrn enlers'no 
Inccslnrurn nvium, hinge quibus ntim nocentem 
ncra desertasque tuIU sine funerc mortes ; 
illo nvidne cum voce ruunt, sonnt nrduus netlicr 30 
plausibus, ct cncio volucrcs ccsscre mlnores, 

Fnmn per Aonium rapido vngn mumuire enmpum 
spargitur in turmas, soldo pcmlcior Index 
cum lugenda refert, doncc» cul maxima fando 
damnn vebit, trepidns lapsa cst Polynlcls ad nures. 35 
derigult iuvenis lacrimacque iiaescre paratae, 
et cunctata fidcs j nimium nam cognita virtus 
Ocnidae credi letum suadclque vetatque. 
sed postquam baud dublo cladcs auctore reperta est, 
nox oculos mentemque rapit ; turn sanguine fixo 40 
membra siraul, simul anna ruunt : madet ardua fletu 
iam galea atque ocreae clipeum excepere cadentem. 
it maestus genua aegra frahens hastamque sequentem, 
TOlneribus ceu mille gravis totosque per artus 
saucius, absistunt socii monstrantque gementes. 45 

* immile P : mite «. Emended in various ways by edd. 
Supply, not, as J^otz, putamus, but pro telis habemus ; the 
translation males it clear. 

* laude P 5 luce u, ef. i. 319.' 
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Our weapons arc ruthless steel and brands of firCi 
but theirs is nakc<l h.^tc* nnd snvngcr}* that needs no 
arms. May they continue in tlicir frenzy nnd enjoy 
a renown so glorious, do thou but look upon it, O 
Father supreme ! lint they complained that the 
baUle-ficld gaped nnd they marvel that the earth 
fled : would even their own soil bear sucli as them ? ” 
So speaking, he led his men fonvard in a fierce onset 
shouting loud, nnd all alike furious to seize the 
corpse of the haled Tydeus nnd to gain his spoils. 
Not othcnvisc do sw.arms of obscene birds veil the 
stars, when the breezes have told them afar of 
tainted air and bodies left unburied ; thither in 
clamorous greed they haste, the lofty sky is loud with 
flapping of wings, and lesser fowl withdraw from 
heaven. 

Fame, travelling in swift rumours about the Aonian 
plain, is spread from troop to troop, a more rapid 
messenger than of wont when her tidings are evil, 
until she glides into tlie affrighted ears of Polynices, 
to whom her tale brings most grievous news of loss. 
Tlie youth stiffened witli horror, his ready tears 
stood congealed, and slow w'as he to give credence ; 
for Ocnides’ w'ell-known valour noiv prompts and now 
forbids him to believe his death. But when the 
disaster ivas confirmed on undoubted warrant, his 
mind and \dsion are whelmed in night ; his blood 
stands still; together his arms, together his limbs 
sink down, his lofty helm is already moist with tears, 
and his greaves caught the sliield as it fell. Sadly 
he goes, dragging faint knees and trailing spear, 
as though burdened by a thousand wounds and 
maimed in every limb; his comrades shrink from 
lUm and point to liim Avith groans. At length he 
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tnndcm ille ablcctfs^ vix quite portaverat, armls 
nuclus in egregii vnciium iam corpus amici 
procidit et tali lacrim.ns cum voce profudit : 

“ hasne tibi, armorum spes o suprema meorum, 
Oenidc, grates, baec praemia digna rependi, CO 
nudus lit invisa Cadmi tcllure iacercs 
sospite me ? nunc exsitl ego actcrnumque fugatus, 
quando alius miscro nc melior mihi frater ademptus. 
nec iam sortitus vetercs regnique nocentis 
periurum diadema peto : quo gaudia tanti 55 

empta mihi aut sceptrum, quod non tua dextera 
tradet ? 

ite, ^nri, solumquc^ fero me linquite fratri 5 
nil opus arma ultra temptare et perdere® mortes ; 
ite, precor j quid iam dabitis mihi denique maius ? 
Tydea consumpsi ! quanam hoc ego morte piabo ? 60 
o socer, o Argi I et primae bona iurgia noctis, 
alternacque manus et longi pignus amoris 
ira brevis ; non me ense tuo tunc, maxime lydeu,— 
et poteras — nostri mactatum in limine Adrasti ! 
quin etiam Thebas me propter et impia fratris 65 

tecta libens, unde baud alius remeasset, adisti, 
ceu tibimet sceptra et proprios laturus honores. 
iam Telamona pium, iam Thesea fama tacebat — 
quails et ecce iaces ! quae primum vulnera mirer ? 
qiiis tuus hie, quis ab hoste cruor ? quae te agmina 
quive 70 

innumeri stravere globi ? num falior, et ipse 
invidit pater et tota Mars impullt hasta ? ” 

* solumqite <«: totumque i*. 

* perdere a j pergere P. 


• i.e., than Tj'deus, whom he has " ^rasted ” by allowing 
him to be slain. * See i, -lOl sqq. 
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throws away the armour he scarce has power to carry, 
and falling naked on the now lifeless body of his 
peerless friend speaks thus %vith streaming tears : 
“ Oenides, last hope of my emprise, is tliis my 
gratitude, is this my due reward and recompense to 
thee, that thou shouldst lie bare on Cadmus’ hated 
earth and I be unharmed ? Now for ever am I an 
exile and for ever banished, since my otlier, ay and 
truer, brother has, alas, been taken from me. No 
more do I seek the old decrees of lot or the perjured 
diadem of a guilty throne : to what purpose are joys 
so dearly bought, or a sceptre that thy hand u*ill not 
place in mine ? Depart from me, ye warriors, and 
leave me to face my cruel kinsman alone ; nought 
avails it to try further battle and be wasteful of 
deaths. Depart, I pray you ; what greater thing 
can ye give me now« ? I have snuandcred Tydeus. 
By what death can t atone for tliat ? O father of 
my bride ! O Argos ! and that first niglit’s honest 
quarrel, and our mutual blows, and the short wrath 
that was the pledge of long affection!^ Ah! why 
•was I not then slain by thy sword, great Tydeus — 
thou wert able— on the threshold of our host 
Adrastus ? Nay more, on my account thou didst 
go to Tlicbes, and willingly enter my brother’s 
impious palace, whence none other would ha\c 
returned, as though to win a sceptre and lionours for 
thyself alone. Already of dc\oted Telamon, already 
of Theseus fame cc.*i'ed to tell — .and lo ! in what 
plight thou liest licrc ! Which wounds sliall I first 
mar\'el at? Whieli is thy blootl, wlucli thy foe’s? 
What troops, what countless bands o’erthrew thee? 
Nay, the Tather lum«rlf, an 1 ini'^takc not, ensirtl 
thee, and Mars smote thee arith all the force of Ids 
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yfr fill, ct mftrrrn’ rtlamnum lubrirn 
(irn >IH tcrpcl 1.icr{ml« ilrxtrBfjiir rcjwinll. 

** funr ii»ro<t fttiru^qiir rrmtit, vt iiItM 75 

fmpc^ rp> ? ’* cxurrnt vacIjm turhuliM rmrm 
njiUlmfijtir iicci : ct»mllr» trnurre, socrnjuc 
rn«itlprtt hclllqnc vfccj« nr fnU rrvolvrn** 
folntur lonprrjiic n crrporc cnro 

pniilnt/m, umic <IoI«r Ictiqtic nnfmcwa voluntn.';, M 
nmovcl nc Incite femini Inter verhn rrjwnit. 
dticltur nnik’?o qiinik coiiMirtc ln!>onim 
<1c45crit inccplutn nic<IIft Inter iupern sufeum 
tnunis iners colloqnc Itigiini tlcfortnc remUso 
pnrtc trnlill, pnrtcm Jnerlmnns $»stentnt nrnlrr. 55 
£ccc nutcni liortatus Kteoclk ct nrmn secuti, 
lectn mnntc«?, invcncs, qiinx nee Tritoni.i bello, 
nee propc conintn spreWsset ettspide Mnvors, 
advcntnnt ; contra conlccla ut pcetorn pnrmne 
fixerat atquc liastam longc prolcndcmt, iiacret 00 
arduus Ilippomcdon : ecu fluctibiis obna rupes, 
ctii neque de carlo rnctus et fracta nequora cedunt, 
stat cuncti's immota minis, fu^rit ipse ri^entem 
pontus ct ex alto miscrac novcrc carinae. 
tunc prior Aonidcs — validnm simul cb'git Imstam — 

“ non pudet hos manes, haec infamantin belhim 96 
funera dis coram et caelo inspectante* tueri ? 
scilicet egregius sudor memorandaque virtus 
hanc tumulare feram, ne non maerentibus Argos 

* inspectan te u ; insectante P. 

“ “ troubled,” because they know their danger. 
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So hr /itwl nrrpinff clrnmc? 'Wtli 

Iij^ !r;ini llic hrm*» face ilia! flill niii^ hloofl, and 
conijv»^r%. H i^ilh hi' own hand. *' Did'! ihou then 
hair my fors ilm' far» an<l do I outlive thee?” — in 
hiv Mind j»a<'inn he had |iti1tcd ihc sword from its 
sliralh, and «a' jviinlln;: ll for dcatli — Jna frienda 
revtrnlnril him, and his fallicr-ind.iw rclmkcs him, 
and calling to his mind the chances of vnr and the 
>\ill of fate consoles ids swelling heart, and from that 
dear l»o<ly, whence oinics Ids grief and eager will 
for death, little hy little he drags him far away, and 
mid Idseonxersc silently puts hack the xveapon. He 
is led Idee a Imll that having lost the partner of his 
toils desert-s in nimih ilespair Ihc furrow he has begun 
among all tlic acres round, and on his drooping neck 
drags part of the unsightly yoke, while part the 
wcc))ing )doughman hears. 

lJut see! rallxing to the hattlc-cry of Etcocics 
n chosen band of xvarriors advances, wliom ncitlicr 
Tritonia would linvc despised in the fray nor Afnvors 
in the encounter witli the lance : against them, 
when he had set his protecting sldeld before his 
breast and tlirust forlli his long spear tall Ilinpomedon 
stands his ground : cx'cn ns a rock that ironts the 
waves, and hatli no fear from heaven, and the xvaters 
are broken and give way before it : firm it stands, 
unmoved by threats; tljc very’ sea flees from its 
stark face, and from mar the troubled® barks 
recognize it. Then first the Aonian — choosing withal 
a stalwart spear : “ Hast thou no shame in the 
presence of the gods and with heaven as xvitness to 
guard this ghost, this corpse that defames our 
warfare ? Surely 'tis a glorious task and a memor- 
able exploit to compass burial for this wild beast, in 
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cxsequiis Inerimnndns cat molllqiie ferclro 100 
infnndam cicctans samem ! dimitlile curam j 
nullac iHum vohtcrcs* mtHn tmpfa monstra ncc ipse, 
si dcmus, pins ignis cdat." nee plurn, sed ingens 
intorquet inculum, duro quod in acre nioratum 
transmissumque tamcn clipet stetit orbe secundo. 
inde Pheres neerque Lycus ; sed cassa Pberetis lOG 
basta redit, Lj’cus cxcclso terrore comantem 
perstringit galcam j convulsae cuspidc longe 
diffugere iubae patuitquc ingloria cassis, 
ipse nec ire retro, nec in obvia concitus nrma no 
exsilit, inque eadem sese vestigia semper 
obversus cunctis* profert recipitque, nec umquam 
longius indulget dextrae motusque per omnes 
corpus amat, corpus sen^ans circumque supraque 
vertitur. imbeBcm non sic amplexa juvencum 115 
infestante lupo tunc primum feta tuetur 
mater et ancipiti cireumfert cornua gj'ro j 
ipsa nihil metuens sexusque oblita minoris 
spumat et ingentes imitatur femina tauros. 
tandem intexmissa iaculantum nube potestas 120 
reddere tela fuit ; iamque et Sicyonius Alcon 
venerat auxilio, Pisaeaque praepetis Idae 
turma subit cuneumque replant, his laetus® in hostes 
Lemaeam iacit ipse trabem, volafc ilia sagittis 
aequa fuga medjumque niliil cunctata Politen 125 
transabit et iuncti clipexnn cavat improba AXopsi. 
Phoeea turn Cydona Tanagraeumque Phalanthum 
atque Erycem, hunc retro conversum et tela petentem, 

* cunctls Pm j cnncls Hexntius. 

* (h)i3 laetus P: his fretus m. 
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fear he go not to Argos to wn his meed of tears 
and obsequies, nor on the soft bier spew out his 
cursed gore ! Dismiss your care ; him no birds nor 
foul monsters uill devour, not even the sacred fire 
itself, were we to grant it.” No more he spake, but 
hurled a huge javelin, that, checked by the hard 
bronze, yet passing through, is stayed in the second 
layer of the sliield. Then Pheres aims, and vigorous 
Lycus ; but the dart of Pheres falls vainly to earth, 
while Lycus cleaves the casque uith its terrible 
streaming plume ; torn by the lance-point the crest 
is scattered far, and lays bare the inglorious helm. 
He himself neither retires, nor leaps out to attack the 
foeman, but ever turning in his o%vn ground to every 
side now advances and now draws back, nor ever for 
Jong gives his right arm play, but in all his movements 
keeps nigh the body, keeps tlic body in view, hovering 
over and around it. Not so jealously docs its mother 
shield and protect a helpless calf, her first-born, when 
a wolf is threatening, and wheel round In perplexity 
with lowered horns ; for herself she lias no fear, but 
forgetful of her weaker sex foams at the mouth, and, 
female as she is, imitates might)’ bulls. At last the 
cloud of darts grew less, and they could hurl weapons 
back again ; and by now Alcon of Sicyon had come 
in succour, and the Pisacan squadron of fleet Idas 
arrives, and they reinforce the phalanx. Rejoicing 
thereat he flings a Lcrnacan shaft against the foe : 
it flies with all an arrow’s speed, and taiT}’ing not a 
>shit pierces Polites through the middle, and still 
persistent passes through the sliield of Mopsus his 
close comrade. Then he transfixes Cydon the 
Phoemn, and Plialanthus of Tanagra, and Er)'x, the 
latter as lie turns re.arward in search of weapons, 
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diini nulLi n vrrtJcr ? 

fniic'lbu*? iHp cavh h.i»itntn non orr rrcrplnrn 150 
iiilrntur nioricn^, |inrilcrqiic ct mtimjuro plmut 
^nnpll|n ct rxpulsi .^nlicnint ctispfdc ilcntrs. 
ftijsiH crnt forto dcxtroni clccLnrr* I^otiteu^, 
jmnc \Iro^ ntquc nnim latent, po^iiliimqtjc trnhebat 
j)rcn‘!o crinc cnpttt : vidit, qtiamquam undjqnc 
crebrnc, 135 

Ilippomedon, nntc ora minac, sac^oqtic proler\nm 
flbsttdit ense niamtm ; simtd increpnt : "hanctibi 
Tydeus, 

Tydeus ipse rapit ; post ct confeeta virorum 
fata time nin|rno‘.q»c miser fu^re tnnpcre manes ! ” 
fer Cat/mea p/ia/aiix toncirn nbdtixcrc cadat'cri i'lO 
ter rctraimnt Dana! : Slcitll velut anxia ptippis 
seditione marls ncquiquam obstante mn^istro 
errat ct averso rcdlt in vestigia vclo. 

Non ibi Sidonlae valulsscnt pellcre cocplo 
Ilippomcdonta maniis, non ilium impacta moverent 
tormenta oppositum, fomiidatiquc superbis N6 

turribus impulsus temptato umbono redissent, 
sed memor Elysii regis noxasque recensens 
Tydeos in xnedios astu siibit impia campos 
Tisiplione : senscrc acics subitusqwe cucurrit 150 
sudor equis sudorque %iris, quamquam ore remisso 
Inachium fingebat Halyn ; nusquam impius ignis 
verberaque, ct iussi tenuere silentia orines. 
arma gerit iuxtaque feri latus Hippomedontis 

* eiectare PN s iniectare o>. 


" Piuto had given spedal commands to Tisiphone, ef. 
viii. 65 sqq. 

* the Fury puts off her torch and scourge and hissing 
snakes. 
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t^ith tio of dratli, iJimwpli tlir ton;j trcjt'^cs 

of In' lir^nd ; llir other expinnf: ninn-cU that he h.vs 
rccdvrtl the lance not In hi<» face hnl In his hollo^r 
throat, and therewith the blood cnshcs forth, full of 
Ins <hinp wail, nnd tlic teeth tliat the .'pcar-point 
has «hOf><lpct!. I^contriis, lurking behind the battle 
of the heroes, ftrallhlly dared to put forth his right 
hand, and ptillcd nl the prostrate corpse, fciring its 
hair : lHpj>omrr!nn fpird him, though faced by many 
a threat on every Kidc, and with Ins grim blade 
lopped off the impudent hand, taunting him withal : 
“ Tis Tydeus, Tydciis, himself who robs thee of it ! 
Have fear of heroes even when they arc slain and 
touch not, miserable man, the mighty dead ! ” 
Tliricc did the Cadmean phalanx pull away the 
dreadful corpse, thrice do the Dannans drag it back 
again : just ns an anxious vessel str.iys in a lawless 
tumult of the Sicilian sea, despite tire helmsman’s 
fruitless efforts, and then returns on lier path with 
canvas backward-blown. 

No Sidoninn forces would there have availed to 
drive Hippomedon from his purpose, no engine- 
hurled missiles were like to move his stout resistance, 
and the blows that proud battlements dreaded had 
fallen baffled from the buckler they assailed. But, 
mindful of the Elysian monarch,** and recounting the 
crimes of Tydeus, impious Tisiphone craftily draws 
nigh to the middle of the field : the armies felt her 
presence, and horses and men alike were seized by a 
sudden sweat, although, laying aside her own aspect, 
she counterfeited Halys the Inachian ; absent was the 
unhallowed torch and the scourge, w’hile her locks 
at her command held their peace.^ As warrior, and 
with flattering looks and voice, she comes near to, 
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Mnndft penni vocrmqur vmit, tnnitn lllc I(HjiicntH 
cxtirtKilt nrIm}rnttirr(KC t/rnorrm. M5 

lllrt niJtrm Incrinintf^ ** tu nunc " nil , " lnc!^*tp, fnistra 
oxnnlmc^ sochu inliuinntnqiiP cor]H>rn Grnhim — 
scltfcft 1‘t riolili ir)plii<t, nut Inm cura .icpuTrri ?— 
jirotrpisj ip<c innnit Tyrln iJlil cnptiii Atlrnsliis ICO 
r/ijitnlur, tequc nntc tc vocc nmnuquc 
invoc.it ; lieu qimlcm I.ijis/irc in snncrninc vidi, 
cxutiim cnnos I.icrro dindctimto crinci ! 
ncc procnJ iWno, ndvcrtc oci/Ioi; uW p!ur;mu? iMc 
polvis, ubi illc globus.” {mulum stctit nnxius Iieros 
librnb.itquc inctus j ptcmit aspcrn nrgo : “ quid 
bncrcs ? ICC 

imus ? nn lil rcllncnk nmncs, cl vSHot illc 
qui supcrcst ? ’* mbcnnn socils opus ct sun mandat 
proclia ct unnnimi vndit deserter amici, 
respiciens tnnicn ct rcvoccnt .si forte p.iralus. 1*0 
inde legens turbntn trucls vcsligln divne 
liuc illuc frustrn nut nvius, mipi.i donee 
Euincnis ex oculis rclecta cnerula pnrma 
fijgit et innumcri gnJenm ruperc cernstae. 
aspicit infelix discussa nubc qulctos 175 

inaebidas currumque niliil metuentis Adrasti. 

Et Tyrii iam corpus Jwbent, iam gaudia magnae 
testantur voces, victorque ululntus aderrat 
auribus occultoque ferit praecordia luctu. 
ducitur hostili — pro dura potentia fati — 180 

Tydeus ille solo, modo cui Tliebana sequenti 
agmina, sive gradus seu frena efiunderet, ingens 


« is Adrastus less wortli rescuing than the dead body 
•(" manes ”) of ‘I^'deus ? 
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<if T^'fi " Av? V tJic* l.ffo cV**! j'^rj'l‘'tr»1, 
1.‘i» f'ttt; iJjc* tT)iMi*“» tjTjr* !i!m : 

*' WJjj J S!j»n «*■ pn f‘>r*ATt! ? Or 

A(tf» Vcci» t:* V>'V.Ar.«\ i» In* wntr 

vJk* ♦Ajnitr*?"* T*» In* n»mrAilrt lie 
rtilni*.1» llir f<fTlf*tT> !a> 1. Ami ll»«* f'plit tl»*l *l)ntilil he 
1n», Af»<l ♦in<l<“» n«.>) , «l<^rrtinp In* 1<i\aI frirmKyrl 
h»*il,l»ip hfliintl him. Ami rrA<ily,*lMnitil they prrrhaiicc 
rr^-all him. llirn followiiip the Inii'riuoua fiKiLslep* 
t«f lltr rclentlc** ptKhlr*.a \\r here nml there In 

nhnle**, pathle\5 cminir, till the nlrketl I'ury, cnsllng 
her »liirl(l hrhhul her, annhhe^ ilarklv frvnn his sight, 
nml ftri.ihr* {nmunrr.nhlr hreak forth lrt»m her helmet, 
'llic rhnid tlisjirrsr*, nml the nnhn])pv man hehohls 
the InnchUlnc iinprrturhcrl, nml Atlrnslus in his 
chnridt, fenring miiiglit. 

Ami now the 'J’vrlnns jrossess the hoily, nml by 
loml cries nttest their joy ; the triumphant shout 
btenls iij>on the enr nml strikes the hc.nrt *\ith secret 
dismny. He is dragged on hostile soil — alas ! fate’s 
cruel power ! — that very Tydeus for whom of late n 
mighty space on cither Imnd was left ns he pursued 
the ranks of Thebes, whether on foot or shaking out 
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limes utrimque-datiis ; numquam nrma manusque 
quicscunt, 

nulla viri feritns :'iuvat ora ri^entia Icto 
et formidatos impunc Inccsserc vultus. , '185 

hie amor, lioc una timid! foVtesque sequuntur ' 
nobilitare manus, infcctaque sanguine tela 
coniugibus servant parvisque ostenclerc natis. 
sic ubi Maura diu populatum ruraleonem, ,, ISO 
quem propter clausique greges vigilantque mngistri, 
pastorum lassae debcllavcre cohortes , 

.gaudet.ager, magno subeunt clamore coloni, , 
praecerpuntque iubas immaninque ora recludunt > 
damnaque commemorant, seu jam sub culmine fixus ' 
excubat, autiquo seu pendet gloria luco. ' i 195 
At ferus Hippbmedon quamquam iani sentit inane 
auxilium et seram rapto pro corpore'pugnara, - • 
it tamen et caecum rotat inrevocabilis ensem, , 
vix socios hostesque; nihil dum tardet euntem, ; 
secemens" ; 'sed caede nova iam lubrica tellus • 200 
Jarmaque seminecesque viri currusque soluti' ‘ ^ 

impediuntlaevumque femur, quod cuspide fixum , 
regis EcKionii, sed dissimulaverat ardens, 
sive ibi nescierat. maestum videt Hoplea tandem ; 
Tydeos hie magni fidus comes et modo frustra -05 
armiger alipedem prona cervice tenebat 
fatorum ignarum domini solumque frementem, 
quod vacet inque acics audentior ille pedestres. i > 
hunc aspemantem tumido nova pondera tergo — 
imam quippe manum domitis expertus ab annis — * 
corripit adfatorque : “quid o nova fata'recusas, 211 

* soluU « * secuti P. ' . - , : 
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ln< chsr5ol-rrJn< ; nrrrr nrr Ij.mcli or trc.npom 
or onv jav;>prT}* of man : ihry elrltplil to ix oiinil 
Imptmity tlio»r fr^turr^ ripM In cicnili nnd tlial vWapc 
that thry frnrrtl. TliU is their passion, l>y tins deed 
they strive, I>nth Jirasonnd cowanli, to gain cnnohle- 
inrnl, and they herp the hloosi-stnincsl sveapon"* todis- 
]day to ihrir voting children nnd ihclr wivoit. So when 
wcaiy Iroopt of shepherds have svnrrcd down n lion 
tlial has long devastnlcsl Moorish fields, nnd caused 
flocks to hr prnnerl up nnd gnanlians to he svnlchful, 
the co«nlr)*sidr exults, the husbandmen come with 
loud cries of joy, nnd pluck nt the mane nnd open 
the mighty jaws nnd tell of nil their losses, whether 
he now keeps \'igtl nailed up beneath the roof, or 
hangs the glorv of some nneient grove. 

Ihit fierce ifippomcdon, although he sees now his 
hell) is of no avail and lie Is too late to fight for the 
stolen corpse, nevertheless goes on and blindly whirls 
his relentless sword, scarce knowing friend from foe, 
so that nought delay his advance ; but the ground 
now slippery svith recent slaughter, nnd arms and 
dying men and shattered chariots impede him, and 
his left thigh, which the spear-point of the Echionian 
monarch pierced, but in his fury he had dissembled 
the wound or knorni not of it. At length he sees 
Ilopleus sorrowing : he, the trusty comrade of great 
Tydeus and lately, but all in vain, his squire, was 
holding the wing-footed steed, who, with bowed neck 
and ignorant of liis master’s fate, W'as impatient only 
of his idleness, and because his lord w’as more adven- 
turous in the fray of infantrj'. Him, though he scorns 
a new’ weight on his proud bock — for since his taming 
he knew but one hand only — the hero seizes and 
thus bespeaks : " Why refusest thou thy new destiny, 
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infclix sonipes ? numquam tibi tlulce superbl 
rcgis onus ; non iarn Actolo satiaberc campo 
gaudentemque iiibain per stagna Acbeloia solves, 
quod supercst, caros, i, saltern ulciscere manes 215 
aut sequere, extorrem ne tu quoque laeseris umbram 
capti\’us tumidumque equitem post Tydea portes.” 
audissc accensumque putes : hoc fulmine raptum 
abstulit et similes minus indignatur habenas. 
semifer aeria tails Centaurus ab Ossa 220 

desilit in valles, ipsum nemora alta tremiscunt, 
campus equum. trepidi cursu glomerantur anhelo 
Labdacidae, premit ille super, necopinaque ferro 
colla metens linquit truncos post terga cadentes. 

Ventum erat ad duvlum j solito tunc plenior alveo — • 
signa mali — magna se mole Ismenos agebat. 220 

ilia bre^^s requies, illo timida ogmina lassam 
de campis egere fugam ; stupet hospita belli . 
unda wros claraque armorom ineenditur umbra* 
insiluere vadis, magnoque fragore solutus 230 

agger et adversae latuerunt pulvere ripae. 
ille quoque hostiles saitu maiore per undas 
inruit attonitis — longum dimittere habenas — 
sicut erat, tantum viridi defixa parumper 
caespite populeo commendat spicula trunco. ’ 235 

tunc vero exanimes Irtadunt rapientibus ultro 
arma vadis ; alii demissa casside, quantum 
tendere conatus animae valuere sub undis. 


* “ hoc ” here=“ taD.” “fulmen ’’ is occasionally used 
by Statius for a sudden shock or violent movement. 

* i.e., at that part of the Centaur which was human. 

* The woid *‘ umbra ” is sometimes used by Statius in the 
sense of “reflection**; here of the light reflected from a 
thing: see n. on rUL 110. 
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unimppy charger ? Never more for thee is the sweet 
burden of thy haughty lord ; no more shalt thou 
sate thy hunger on Aetolian meads, or shake free thy 
exultant mane about the streams of Achelous. Tins 
remains for thee — go and at least avenge thy dear 
master’s death, or come with me, lest thou too in 
captivity vex his vanished shade, and after Tydeus 
bear some boastful rider.” One would have said 
he lieard and was enkindled : so violently® does he 
whirl him away in Avild career, resenting less the 
similar reins. Even so the half-brute Centaur leaps 
doum into the vale from the airy height of Ossa ; 
at himself * the lofty forests quake in fear, at the horse 
the plain shakes. Alarmed and breathless the sons 
of Labdacus flock together, on them Hippomedon 
bears do^^’n, and shearing with the sword their 
unwitting necks leaves behind their falling trunks. 

They had reached the river : wth channel fuller 
than of wont Ismenos was running then in mighty 
spate, an omen of disaster. There a short respite 
was given, thither the columns urged their weary 
flight in terror from the field ; the waves, their 
refuge from the fray, are spellbound at the warriors, 
and are lit up by the bright sheen ® of armour. Into 
the water they leapt, and with a great crash the bank 
gave way and the opposite shores lay hid in dust. 
He too with mightier leap plunges through the 
hostile stream against liis aslonislied foe, just as he 
was — no time for dismounting — , only his javelins, 
fixed in the green turf, he entrusts for a while to a 
poplar tree. Then, indeed in deadly terror, of their 
own accord they fling tlieir weapons on tlie waves 
that carrj’ them aw.ay ; some doff their helms and 
lie basely hid, so long as they can maintain their 
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lurpc Intent ; iimlti flniimn trnri'imiltcrc nnmlo 
ndprcj*;}, sed vinrin trnetit Interiqiic rejmgnat 210 
l)nllcu5 ct mndldns deducit pcctorn tliornr. 
qnnlh caendrU tnmidn sub ^riirpUc terrur 
])i';cjl)us, nrenni quolirns dcvrxn profundi 
sendantem delpidnn vident; fupit nmnis In Imos 
turbn Incus virldc‘:quc inctii sllpantur in nl^as ; 215 

nee prius cnicrbl, qunin suminn ]>tT nequorn flexus 
cinicct ct visis mnlit certnre enrinis : 
talis ngit sjinrsos nicdiisqtic in fluctibus licros 
frenn nianu pnrjtcr, pnritcr rept nrron, pedum quend 
remigio sustentnt equiis*; con^jjctnquc enmpo 250 
fluctuat ct inersfls Icvis iingtdn qiinerit liarcnas. 
sternit Iona Chromls, Chromin Antiphos, Antiphon 
Hypsciis, 

Hypseus Astyngen cvasurunique rcllcto 
amne Linnm, iii fata vclcnt ct stnminc primo i 
ablntum tcllurc mori. premit ngminn Thebes 235 
Hippomedon, turbat Dannos Asopius Hypseus : 
amnis utrinique timet, ernsso vnda muUt uterque 
sanguine, et e fluvio ncutri fatale reverti. 
iam laceri pronis volvuntur cursibiis artus 
oraque et abscisae rcdeunt in pectora dextrae, 260 
spicula iam clipeosque levcs arcusque remissos 
unda vehit, galeasque vetant descendere cristae : 
summa vagis late sternuntur flumina* telis, 

^ pedum qiiem lloustnon : pedumque Pu : pedum s© 
Jorlirt' 

* equus Ilousmati s equum P«. 

* sternuntur flumina w : spernuntur fulmina P. 


» Obviously not of metal, but the linen corselet {\tvodu}pri^ 
Horn. II. ii. 320, 830};'«sed sometimes by the Romans, «.g. 
Suet. Galba, six. “ Joricam induit Jinteam.” 
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1i%r< ilir w.itcr:; many Iricd !o swim !lir 

rivrr, lull tlicir fs'trnmp^ prip tlicm, llir l)c1{< ini- 
pcflr llirir iTTr-itliinc, nnd the sn.ikr<J* cnrvtrl'; 
wcic1» clowTi tlirir hfxlir^. Kven ns lirncntJi llir 
swrllmp nrKxI tijc tlnrk !»Iuc fi^hc^ nrc nfrnfcf, \rhoii- 
soVr they sre n dnlplim proliinp the srcrct I.iirs of 
ll>c ticep ; tlic wlinlc ^w.nrm flees to tlic lowest pools 
nntl Imddlcs frij:lilrnr4 In llie prccit seaweed: nor 
come they forlli IJll tliroiigli the snrfncc waves he 
d.irls Ids etininp hotly and prefers to race the ships 
that meet Ids sight: even so the licro drives them 
pell-mell hcforc Idm, and In mid-stream both guides 
the rein and aims the shaft, tiplicld by ids swimndng 
horse, SN hose nimble hoof, accustomed to the plain, 
now trends the wave and seeks the dccj)-sunk sands. 
Chromis lays Ion low, Antiphos Chromis, and H}'pseus 
Anliphos, Ilypscus also Aslyagcs, and Linus, who is 
about to leave tlic river and flee away, were it not 
that tlie Fates forbid, and early in his life's tlircad 
he is doomed to a watery death. ^ Hippomedon 
presses hard tlic ranks of Thebes, Asopian Hypseus 
throws the Danaans into confusion ; on either side the 
river is affrighted, each stains tlic waters thick with 
blood, from that stream each is fated never to return. 
And now mangled limbs are rolled down on the 
flowing current, and licads and severed arms rejoin 
their bodies, and no>v the wave bears lances and light 
targes and slackened bows, and plumes suffer not 
their casques to sink. Far and A\ide the surface of 
the stream is strovn with floating w’eapons, and its 

• * It is not clear whether “ ablahim ” governs “ stamine 

primo ” or “ illo ” understood ; in either case the sense is 
the same ; " it was taken away from him,” t.r., forbidden 
him, "to die on land.” 
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depths wth men ; there bodies ^^TCstle witli death, 
and the confronting stream chokes back their forth- 
issuing breath. 

The lad Argipus had grasped a river-side elm-tree' 
in the rushing flood ; savage Menoeceus wth liis 
sword shears through those comely shoulders ; he, as 
he falls, still striving, gazes, a trunk, at his own arms 
on the high boughs . The spear of Hj'pseus sank Tages 
with a mighty wound : he remains at the bottom, and 
in place of his body his blood returns. To rescue' 
his brother Agenor leapt down from the bank, and 
grasped him — alas ! poor wretch ! — but the wounded 
man weighs him doAvn in his embrace, as he tries 
to lift him. Agenor could have freed himself and 
come forth from the water, but liked not to return 
>vithout his brother. Capetus rises to liis right and 
threatens a blow, but is sucked down by the en- 
tangling eddies of the rapid current ; now his face 
goes under, now' his hair, now his right arm is gone,; 
last of all his sw’ord sinks beneath the headlong 
waters. One death in a thousand sliapes of dying 
torments the wetches. A Mycalesian spear-point 
sheathes itself in AgjTtes’ back ; he looks round,' 
but there w'as none who hurled it ; urged by the 
torrent's flow’ the spear had sped and found his blood. 

The Aetolian charger® too is pierced in his strong 
shoulders, and at the deadly shock rears up and 
prances, beating the air ; yet the chief is no whit, 
upset by the plunge,® but pities the horse, and 
groaning pulls the dart from the deep wound with' 
his own hand, and of his own accord lets go the 
reins. Then he rejoins the fray afoot, surer both in 
step and hand, and, one after the other, slays tardy 
Nomius and valiant Mimas and Lichas of Thebes .'tnii 
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continuat ferro geminisque e fratribiis uuum 
Thespiaden ; eadcm poscenti fata Panemo : 

“ we superstes ” ait, ** diraeqite ad moenia Thebes 
solus abi, mzseros non decepture pareiites. i?95 

di bene, quod pugnas rapidtim deiecit in amnem 
sanguinea Bellona manu : trahit unda timentes 
gurgite gentiU, nuda nee flebilis umbra 
stridebit vestros Tydcus inliumatus ad ignes ; 
ibitis aequoreis crudelia pabula monstris, 300 

ilium terra vehit suaque in primordia sob’ct.” 
sic prcmit adversos et accrbat vulncra dictis 
ac nunc cnse furit, nunc tela natnntia captnns 
ingcrit : innuplac comltera Thcrona Dianae, 
ruricolamquc Gycn cum flucllvago Ergino, 303 
fntonsunjque Hcrscn contcmptorcmquc profundi 
Crcthea, niinbo^am qui sacpc Caphcrcos nrcem 
Kuboicasquc liiemcs par\a tran^fugcrat nlno. 
quid non fata qucnnt ? traicclus pcctora fcnro 
toUitur in fluctu«:, heu cuius naufrngus undac ! 310 

tc quoque subHml tranantem fltnnina curru, 
duni socios, Pliarsale, pcli’s, rcsnpinat ndemptis 
Dorica cu'pis equis; lllos \iolcnlii snc\i 
gurgitii infclix<]uc iugi conn>n!j.x inergit. 

Nunc age, qui^ tumfdw magntinj Jnclinarit In undin 
Iljpp<iracdonta lalxir, cur i|»'c radius In arma 310 
J«mrrjcH, i!»>rtar imlul^rtc son)ri*s . 

sr^tfum opus Irr rrtm rt sriuum drprllrrr fimae. 
gaudebat Taunn Nrmphvi«r f‘mrtiidr natus 
imtrrriU brlhrr trnrr Crrnirus In undli, 3^) 

• Uto cwil r.'f'v t. m f>r brot}^f. 
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Lycctus of Antliedon and Thespiadcs, one of twin 
brothers ; to Panemus begging a like fate he cries : 
" Live on, and to the walls of accursed Tliebes 
depart alone, no more to deceive thy unhappy 
parents.® Thanks be to Heaven that Bellona’s gory 
hand has driven the fight into the rapid stream ; 
the wave sweeps away the cowards on tlieir native 
flood, and the naked ghost of unburied Tydeus shall 
not moan and shriek around your pjTes ; ye shall 
go do\ra to feed the cruel monsters of the deep, but 
him the earth doth carry and shall resolve into her 
o^^’n elements.” So harries he the foe, and with 
taunts adds bitterness to his blows ; and now he rages 
with the sword, now snatches up floating javelins and 
flings them back ; Theron he slays, the friend of 
chaste Diana, and Gyas, dweller in tlie country, and 
wave-wandering Erginus, and unshorn Herses, and 
Cretheus, contemner of the deep, who oft in a tiny 
craft had weathered Caphercus’ stormy promontory 
and the Eubocan squalls. Behold the power of fate ! 
a lance pierces his breast, and he is carried on the 
stream, alas on what waters shipwTCcked ! Thee 
too Pharsalus, crossing the river in thy lofty car to 
join thy companions, the Doric spear-point overturns 
and slays thy horses : the violence of the angry 
flood engulfs them, and the ill-starred union of the 
yoke. 

Come now, ye learned Sisters, grant me to know 
what toil laid low Hippomedon in the hearing billow s, 
and why Ismenos himself was roused to join the 
fray ; for your task it is to search out the past, and 
let not fame grow old. Crenaeus, tlie youtliful son 
of Faunus and the nymph Ismenis, rejoiced to fight 
in his mother’s waters— Crenaeus, who first saw the 
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Crenncus, cui prima dies in gurgitc fldo 
et natalc ct viridcs ciinnbixla rfpac. 

ergo ratns nUiil Elysins ibi posse Sororcs, 

Indus nduinntcm nunc hoc, nunc mnrgine ab illo 
transit avum : Jerat ttml.i gradus, scu defluus illc, 325 
sivc obllquus eat ; nee cum subit obvius, ullns 
stngna dederc morns pariterque revertitur amnis. 
non Antbedonli tegit liospitis inguina pontus 
blandior, aestivo nee sc magi's nequore Triton 
exserit, aut earae iestinus ad oscula matris 330 

cum remeat tardumque ferit delphina Palaemon, 
arma decent umeros, clipeusque insignis et auro 
iucidus Aoniae cacJalxir origine gentfs. 

Sidonis liic blandi per Candida terga iuvenci, 
iam secura maris, teneris iam cornua palmis 333 
non tenet, extremis adludunt aequora pinntis j 
ire putes clipeo fluctusque secare iuvencum. 
adiuvat unda fidem pelago nec discolor amnis, 
tunc audax pariter tclis et voce proterva 
Hippomedonta petit : “ non haec feciinda veneno 340 
Lema, nec Herculeis haustae serpentibus undae : 
sacrum amnem, sacrum — ct miser experiere ! — 
deumque 

altrices inrumpis aquas.” nihil ille, sed ibat 
comtninus ; opposxiit cumulo se densior amnis 
tardavitque manum, vulnus tamen ilia retentum 345 
pertulit atque animae tota in penetralia sedit. 

<■ Glaucus, who was turned into a fish from the waist 
down, cf. vii. S37. „ 

» Often referred to by Statius; he was the infant son of 
Leiicothea, a daughter of Cadmus, who with his mother was 
worshipped asadeity at the isthmus of Corinth} cf. i. 13, 121, 
Tii. 421. 
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light in the trusted stream and was cradled in the 
green banks of his native river. So tliinking that 
there the Elysian Sisters had no power, merrily, now 
from this bank now from that, he crosses his caressing 
grandsire ; the wave supports his footsteps, whether 
he go doATOstream or athwart the flood ; nor when he 
goes counter does the river one whit delay him, but 
flows backward likewise. No more winningly does the 
sea cover the waist of the stranger from Anthedon,® 
nor Triton rise higher from the summer waves, nor 
yet Palaeraon,*’ when he hastes back to his darling 
mother’s kisses, and smites his tardy dolphin. Gay 
harness decks his shoulders, and his splendid buckler 
gleaming with gold is engraved with the ancient tale 
of the Aonian race. Here the Sidonian maid ® rides on 
the white back of the enticing steer ; now fears she 
not the sea, now clings not to the horns with tender 
hands ; around tlie margin of her feet tlic waves play 
sportively ; one would think that the bull moved upon 
the shield, and cleft the billows. The river-waves, 
of the same colour as the sea,** assist belief. Then 
bold alike with weapons and saucy speech he chal- 
lenges Hippomedon : “ This is no poisonous Lema, 
no Herculean Hydras drink these waters, ’tis a sacred 
river that thou art defiling, ay, sacred, — so shalt 
thou find it to thy cost, thou A\Tetch ! — and gods 
have been nourished by its streams." Nought said 
the other, but advanced upon him ; in a denser mass 
the flood resisted him, and cliecked his hand, but 
yet he dravc home tlie wound for all his hindering, 
and pierced utterly life’s secret chambers. Tlie river 

• F.uropa. 

^ Alton suggests “ umbra ** = refl«:lion, for “unda"j 
<■/. note on >iu. IIG. 
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horruit unda nefas, silvae flevistis utraeque, 
et graviora cavae sonuerunt mxirmura ripae. 
ultimiis ille sonus inoribundo ab ore : 

" mater I " in hanc miseri ceciderunt flumina vocem. 

At genetrix coetu glaucarum cincta sororum 351 
protinus icta malo vilrea de valle solutis 
cxsiluit furibunda comis, ac verbere crebro 
oraque pectoraque ct viridem scidit Iiorrida vcstcm. 
utque erupit aquis iterumque ilerumque trementi 
ingeminnt " Crenaee " sono : niisquam illc, seel index 
desuper, a miserae nimium noscenda parent!, 357 
parma natat j iacct ipse proc\tl, qxia mixta stiprcimim 
Jsmenon primi mutant conftnia ponti. 
fluctivagam sic saepc domum mndidosqnc pennies 
Alc^’one desertn gemlt, cum pignora saevus 301 
Austcr ct algontes rapuit Thetis invida nidos. 
mergilur orba iterum, pcnitti'-quc occulta sub \m<lis 
limitc non tmo, liquidum qua siibtcr eunti 
lucct iter, miseri ncqunqiinni fuiicrn nntJ 3C5 

vesligat, planpitquc tamcn ; saeju: lauridus amriis 
obstat, ct obxiviclo calipanl sanguine visus. 

Ilia tarnen praccepv In tela ofTendil ft fnscs 
scrutaturqtic inanu galcas et ]*rnna n-eliiiat 
ctirpora ; yicc pfUito submota inlrabat o»naram 370 
IJorida, po^>cssum donee iam fluctibus altis 
Kerciclum rniserata c»*bors at! prctnra nutris 
iinpuUl. ilia manu ecu \ i\um antplrta n-jwirtat 
imterrjitque torli riparum atqur uniitla siccat 
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shuddered nt the liorrid deed, j'C woods on either 
shore l.imcnlcd, nnd deeper groans resounded from 
the hollow hanks. From his dying lips came the 
last cry : “ Mother 1 ** As he uttered it, the waters 
choked the poor lad’s voice. 

But his mother, amid her company of silveiy*- 
glcaming sisters, leapt up straightway from the sea- 
green valley at the shock of doom, frenzied, with 
loosened hair, and in wild grief rent with many a 
blow her face nnd bosom nnd green robe. Forth 
from the waves she burst, and with trembling voice 
again nnd again cries out “ Crenaeus ” ; nowhere was 
he to be seen, but on the flood there floats his shield, 
a mark, alas ! lus unhappy parent must recognize 
too well; he himself lies far off, where on the bounds of 
mingling sea and river Ismenos suffers his last change. 
Often thus does Alcyone deserted make lament for 
her wave-wandering, spray-drenched home, when 
savage Auster and envious Thetis have scattered her 
darlings and their sliivering nests. Once more the 
bereaved mother sinks, and ludden in the W’ater}' 
depths she searches in v.ain for her dead son by many 
a track, where the path shines clear before her as 
she goes — searches and yet bewails ; ofttimes the 
bristling river checks lier, and a bloody haze obscures 
her vision. Yet in mad haste she flings herself on 
w’eapons and swords, and thrusts her hand into 
helmets and turns over prostrate corpses ; nor draw'- 
ing nigh the deep did she enter the bitter brine of 
Doris, until a band of Nereids pitj'ing her wafted 
his body, now in the keeping of the ocean-billows, 
to his mother’s breast. Embracing him as though 
he lived she brings him home and lays him on the 
sloping bank and with soft tresses dries Jiis wet 
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mollibtis orA comts, ntquc hncc ultilAlibus nddit : 375 
“ hoc tibi scniidci muniis trilutcrc p.ircnlcs 
ncc mortnb’s nvu*! ? mc nostro In gtir^Itc rc/rnas ? 
xnitlor hacc rniscro decors nlicnnqiic tclliis,* 
mitior undn ninrls, qunc itixto /Iiimitm corpus 
rcttiillt ct ndscrnm wa cx'.pcctnssc parcntcm. 3S0 
liinc inci vultus ? Jmcc torvi lumitm patris ? 
hi crincs undnnlis nvi ? tu noblle qiiondnm 
undarutn ncinorumqiic ciccus, quo sospitc mnior 
dixa ct Nj’mpharuni lon^c rcginn fctchar. 
hcu ubinnm illc frcqucns niodo circa liininn matris 
ambitus orantesque tibi scn'ire Xnpaene ? 3S0 

cur mine te, melius saevo nmnsurc” profundo, 
ainplexu misero tumulis, Crennec; reporto 
non mill! ? ncc tantac pudet hcu miscretquc ruinae, 
dure parens ? quae tc alta ct incluctabllis imo 390 
condidit amrie palus, quo ncc iam cruda nepotis 
funera, ncc nostri valeant perrumpere planctus ? 
ecce furit iactatque tuo se in gurgite maior 
Hippomedon, ilium ripaeque undaeque tremiscunt, 
illius impulsu nostrum bibi't unda cruorem : 395 

tu piger et trucibus facilis scr\'ire PeJasgis. 
ad cineres saltern supremaque iusta tuorum, 
saeve, veni, non Jiic solum accensure nepotem.” 
his miscet planctus multumque indigua cruentat 
pectora, caeruleae referunt lamenta sorores : 400 

qualiter Isthmiaco nondum Nereida portu 

* 1. S78 only in PI>N, 

• mansure Baehrena : mansura Pu, 

“ Leucothea’s infant son Palaemon was drowned (c/, Theb. 
i. 14), and subsequently worshipped as Rielicertes at the 
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face, and cric< nmfd loud Intnent : “ Is tills llic gift 
thy half-divine parents and thy Immortal grnndsirc 
have given thee ? Is it thus thou reignest in our 
flood ? Unhappy hoy I gentler was the discordant 
alien earth, gentler the ocean wave, v\Iiich brouglit 
back thy body to the river and seemed to await thy 
hapless mother's coming. Are tlicsc my linea- 
ments ? Arc these the eyes of thy fierce sire ? Arc 
these thy billowy grandsirc's tresses? Once wort 
thou the pride and glorj* of mmvc and woodland, and 
whilst thou livedst 1 was held a greater goddess and 
the queen of Nymphs. Where alas ! is tliat late 
crowd of courtiers round thy mother's halls, where 
arc the Maidens of the Glen that prayed to serve 
thee ? Why do I now bring thee liome, Crenaeus, 
in my sad embrace, not for myself but for thy burial, 
who liadst better remained there in the cruel deep ? 
Hard-hearted fatlier, hast thou not pity nor shame 
for such a death ? What lake profound and in- 
escapable hath engulfed thee in the river’s depths, so 
that nor thy grandson’s cruel fate nor my own weeping 
can reach thee there ? Lo ! Ilippomedon rages and 
boasts himself the master in thy flood, and banks 
and waves tremble before him ; his was the stroke 
that made the water drink our blood ; but thou art 
sluggish, and the fierce Pelasgians' acquiescent 
slave ! Come at least, cruel sire, to the ashes and 
last obsequies of thy owm, for 'tis not thy grandson 
only whose pyre thou shalt kindle here.” With her 
words she mingles wailing, and stains with blood her 
innocent bosom, while the caerulean sisters re-echo 
her lament ; so, men say, did Leucothea,® not yet a 

Isthmus of Corinth. Before his mother was made a Nymph, 
she was Ino, daughter of Cadmus. 
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Lrnrt>thcfln fcntht, iluni prctorr anhrlo 

frjpldiin 111 mnlrnit Mrviim murr rr^pnlt tnfnn.^. 

At p.ntrr nrcAOn rr^IiIrrvH f«incnf« In nnlro, 
tindr nurflr iui!>r^((ur liitiunt ntqtir Imbrlfcr nrcm 
pa*irltur ct Tvrio*j ln^t}l>r vrnit fthnui In nirn)^, 
tit Innicnlft pr«»cul, <|iiAtn(|iiAiii olwtrcpit Ijmc, noYt>^’ 
qiic 

flcccpit n/it.ic fjcfnItiiH, IrvAt o«pcrft inu<co 
colln prnvcin<nic pclit crincin, cccidUqut! sntutn 
pImi*J ikIuUa niftiui dimUsAquc volvilur umo. 410 
ilium per ripns nnnnso scrupca llino 
ora cx^ertantem sflrae /Jiivlique mfnorrs 
nilrnntur : tnntu^ tumido de gurglte !»urpit, 
spumosum nttollcns npiccm Iftjisuquc sonoro 
pcctorn cncrulcAu rivis inatmntin bnrbac. 41S 

obvia cognates gcmitus casumquc nepolis 
NjTnpliarum docet una patrem monstratquc cruentum 
auctorem dcxtramquc prcniit : stetit nrdiius alto 
amnCi manuque genns ct nexa virentibus ulvis 
cornua concutiens sic turbidus ore profundo 420 
incipSt " hunenc mJlii, siipenim regnator, honorem, 
quod totiens Iiospesque tuis et conscius actis — 
nec roemorare timor — falsa nunc improba fronte 
cornua, nunc vetitam currus deiungere Phoeben, 
dotalesque rogos deceptaque fulmina vidi 425 

praecipuosque alui natorum ? an vdlis et illis 
gratia ? ad hunc certe repsit Tirj’nthius amnem, 

.hac tibi flagrantem Bromium reslinxUnus Unda. 

• Jupiter’s amours with Eurqpa, Alcmene, and Seraele are 
thus alluded to ; Hercules and Bacchus were the sons of the 
'two last-named. ‘ , , 
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Nereid, wail in Isthmus’ haven, when her cold babe 
with gasping breast spewed out upon his mother the 
ang^ sea. 

But father Ismenos, reclining in that secret cavern 
whence winds and clouds do drink and the rain- 
bringing bow is nourished, and whence comes a 
fuller harvest to the Tyrian fields, when from afar, 
spite of his oum waters' roar, he caught the sound 
of lamentations and his daughter’s earliest groans, 
uplifted his moss-groum neck and his ice-weighted 
hair ; the tall pine fell from his loosened grasp, 
and the urn dropped and rolled away. Along 
the banks the woods and lesser rivers mar\'el at 
him as he thrusts forth his face encrusted with 
age-long mire ; so majestically he rises from the 
flood, lifting his foamy head and his breast nstream 
with the echoing fall of rivulets from Jiis dark- 
blue beard. One of the Nymphs meets her 
father and tells him of his daughter’s tears and 
his grandson’s fate, and shows liim the blood- 
stained author of tlic deed and seizes his right 
hand ; high lie st.ands in the deep river, and smiting 
his face and horns entwined with green sedge, thus 
begins sore troubled with deep-mouthed utterance : 
“ is this thy reward, O ruler of the gods above, for 
that so oft I played t!»e nccomphce-friend to thy 
adventures, and saw— I fc.ir not to recall it-— the 
shameless lioms on thy false visage, then I’hoehe 
forbidden to unyoke lier car, or the <loMT}--gift of ft 
funer.al-pyrc and the lightning's trickcrj**? And 
that 1 have nurtured the foremost of thv sons ? Do 
they too feel so me.sn a gr.'ilitudc? Ot a truth the 
Tiiyntlnan crawlttl an infant by this riser; witli 
these uaters 1 quenched thy llromius &s he burned. 
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aspice, quas fluvio caedes, quae funera portera,“ ‘ 
continuus teli's aKoque adopertus acervo. 420 

omne vadum belli series tenet, omnis anhelat 
unda nefas, subterque ardmae supraque recentes 

' .ro 435 

in freta quaere vias ; non Strj-monos impia tanto 
stagna cruore natant, non spumifer altius Hebrus 
Gradivo bellante rubet, nec te admonet altrix 
unda tuasque manus, iam pridem oblite parentum 
Liber ? an Eous melms pacatur Hyda^pes ? 411 

at tu, qui tumtdus spoliis et sanguine gaudes 
insontis pucri, non hoc cx amne potentem 
Inacbon aut saevas victor revcherc Mycenas, 
ni mortalis ego et tibi ductus nb actherc sanguis.” 

Sic ait infrendens et sponte furentibus undrs 410 
signa dedit : mittit geltdus montana Cithacron 
nuxjha antiquasque nlvcs et pabula brumac 
ire iubet ; fratcr tacitas Asopos cunti 
conediat vires ct iiiulcis dunima venU 450 

suggerit. ipse cavac scrutatur viscera terrac 
st.agnaquc torpentesque lacus pigrasque paludcs 
excutit, atque aviiios tollcns ad aiiicra voltus 
umcnles nebulas exliaurit ft new slrc.«t. 
iamquc super ripa’* iitroqur evNlanltor Ibat 453 

aggrre, lam medium iikmU* q«l superaverat amnem 


• i.<.,u»rauly that you moit nwlt lirrt? Ilrfcrrncf* 

t'> dw* la»trrn <>t tUrrhui mr*- J'rfntjrnt, 

* Th^ nrrr* tavr * n>r;mmi itwril 

%t-PT.rr tJj*y caa rrinf«>frp «.nf knoUirri *'vrnW** 

f«fcn ts ufuJcfjfrottail, "'t.iuL-U ” tceua to Imp!/ 
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See the carnage and the corpses I carry on my 
stream, choked utterly with weapons as it is and 
hidden beneath unwonted heaps. Continuous war- 
fare besets my channel, every wave breathes horror, 
and souls new-slain wander above me and beneath, 
and join bank to bank in darkness. Yet I, that 
river invoked with lioly cries, I, whose praise it is to 
lave in my pure fount the soft wands and horns of 
Bacchus, am blocked with dead, and seek a difficult 
passage to the sea ; so great a stream of gore fills 
not the impious meres of Strymon, and foaming 
Hebrus reddens not so deeply when Gradi^nis is at 
war. Does not thy fostering wave rebuke thee and 
thy \iolence, O Liber, who hast long forgotten thy 
parents ? Is Eastern Hydaspes more easily sub- 
dued ? ® But tliou who boastfully exultest in the 
spoils and slaugliter of an innocent lad, thou shalt 
not return in triumph from this stream to mighty 
Inachus of fierce Mycenae, unless it be tliat I am 
mortal and thou of heavenly race.’' 

So spake he, gnashing his teeth, and gave the sign 
to his already raging waters : cold Cithaeron sends 
succour from the hills, and bids his ancient snows 
and stores of frost be moving ; to the flood his 
brother Asopos unites his secret stores, and supplies 
streams from A\idc-open veins.** He himself explores 
the hollow earth’s recesses, and tries torpid lakes 
and pools and lazy fens, and lifting skj'ward his 
greedy countenance sucks down the moisture of the 
clouds and drains dry the air. Already he flowed 
vith a tide that rose above either lofty bank, already 
Hippomedon, who of late stood higher than mid- 
that they are not closed but ready to connect uith Ismenus’s 
stream. 
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Illppometlon IntarttJi aquh umrrtvsqar mann^qac, 
mlrnttir rrrtl^r radtim nf^rqup mfnorrm. 

Iiinc Atqur Mnc tumfdl flurtu^ An!m(r:aqi 2 r nurpt 
tcnjpMtnt ImUr rum IMUda-i hatirit 

nut nl;rnjtn trrpimi Implnplt Orioaa naiith. 
non sfctii nrqijnfro lartat Trufnr<Iu< arnnN* 
Hfrijwfurc?ontn «rn»pcrqur umbonr sfnNtro 
tollittjr rt cllpcum nl;*rnntc siiprni'cnlt nc^itu 
s]>uinrun Ad«t)Itnn*t, frnctnquc rcftinclitur unda 4C3 
ct cunnilo mnlurc rrdit ; ncr mole liquenti 
conlcnlu** cArpIt pulrra iicn*nntla rj|>A5 
Arliusta Anno*iA5quc traljc^ clcctAque fundo 
5Axn mtnt. ^tAt pitgrm {mpnr Amntsque vlriquc, 
indi^^nntc tleo ; ncc cnim dnt ter^n nec ullis 410 
frnnpiUir lllc ndni^, vcnlcnlc^quc obviiis undoa 
Jntrnt et obJeetA dispdlit flunilna parma. 
slant terra fugicntc gradus, ct poplitc tenso 
lubrica saxA tcnct> gcnlbusqtte obnixus ct bnerens 
subrutn fallncl scn'at vestigia limo, 475 

sic ctlam increpitans : “iimic liaec, Ismcne» repente 
ira tibi ? quovc Ijas traxisti gurgitc vires, 
imbclli famuintc dco solumquc cruorem 

- . - « • . - T> 

' ' 480 


turbidus imbre genas et nube’ nntantis barenae, 
nec saevit dictis, trunca sed pectora quercu 

* amais w ; Ignis P. • triefcrida PBQ : trieterica 
’ nubePPJVt mole**. 


* The sea is described as (i.) draining the Pleiads, i.e. of 
their rain, e/. iv. 120, (il.) hurling Orion against the sailors 
(by inversion, for the sailors, ships, against Orion), a 
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channel’s depth, willi unmoislcncdnrmsnndshouldcrs, 
Is man'cllinp tlial the stream Ims gro^m above his 
stature. All round him the billo>vs swell and the 
nngrj’ tempest rises high, like the sea wlien it drains 
tile Pleiads or flings darkened Orion against trembling 
mariners.* Not otherwise docs the Teumesian river 
batter llippomcdon witli a sea-like surge and ever 
is hurled back by the shield on his Icf^ arm, and anon 
the dark tide in its foaming onslaught surges over 
his buckler, pours back with shattered wave and 
returns in greater volume ; moreover, not content 
with the watery mass, it plucks at the trees that 
support the crumbling b.anks and whirls along aged 
boughs and stones tom from its bed. River and hero 
are locked in unequal combat, and furious grows the 
god ; for the other retreats not, nor is weakened by 
any threats, but advancing attacks the oncoming 
billows, and holding out his shield divides the stream. 
His feet stand Arm though the ground recedes, and 
•with straining sinews he holds fast to slippery rocks, 
and by struggling and clinging with his knees he 
maintains the foothold that the treacherous mud 
undermines, and thus he taunts besides : “ Whence, 
Ismenos, this sudden >vrath ? Or from ■\vhat deeps 
hast thou dra^vn these forces, slave of an unw’arlike 
god, who knowest nought of blood save in women’s 
revels, when the Bacchic pipe is bleating, and 
frenzied matrons defile the three-yearly festival ? ” 
He spoke, and on the instant the god assailed him, 
his visage a w’elter of rain and clouded by floating 
sand ; nor was he fierce in speech, but with an oak- 

common hyperbole in storm-descriptions; cf, Lucan, v. 
625, 6 12. Both Orion and the Pleiades set in November, t.e., 
the stormy season. 
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ter quntcr oppositl, quantum irn deusque vnlcbat, 
impulit ndsurgens : tandem vestigia flexit 485 

cxcussiimque mnnu tegimen, conversaque lentc 
tergn refert. instant undac sequiturque labantcm 
nmnis ovnns ; nee non saxis ct grandine ierri 
desuper infestant Tyrii geminoque rcpellunt 
nggere. quid facial bcllis obscssus et undis ? 400 

nee fuga iam misero, nee magnae copia mortis. 

Stabat gramincae producta crepidine ripae 
undarum ac terrac dubio, sed amicior undis, 
fraxinus ingentique vadum possederat umbra. , 
huius opem — nam qua terras invaderet ? — unca 
arripuit dextra : nee pertulit ilia trahentem j 496 
sed maiore super, quam stabat, pondere victa 
solvitur, et qua stagna subit radice quibusquo • 
arentem mordebat humum, demissa^ superne 
iniecit sese trepido ripamque, nec ultra 600 

passa virum* subitae vallavit ponte ruinae. 
hue undae coeunt, et ineluctabile caeno 
verticibusque cavis sidit crescitque barathrum, 
iamque umeros, iam colla ducis sinuosa vorago 
circuit : hie demum victus suprema fateri • 605 

exclamat: “fluvione— pudetl— Mars inclyte, merges 
hanc animam, segnesque lacus et stagna subibo 
ecu pecoris custos, subiti torrentis iniquis 
interceptus aquis ? adeone occumbere ferro 609 

1 demissa v : dimissa PJj. 

* passa virum Uarth i passurum 
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tnink thrjcc nntl four t{mc< smote Iih ndversnry’s 
brc.ast nil the mtpht of n god’s Mrnth, rising to 
the blow ; he nt Inst turned his steps, tlie buckler 
stricken from his nmi, nnd bent n slow rclrcnt. The 
voters press nftcr Iifm, nnd tl>c river follows in 
triumpli ns he gives ground; the Tyrians too vex liim 
from nbovc with stones and iron hail, nnd drive Inm 
back from either bank. WJmt enn he do, beset by 
flood nnd bnttlc ? No flight is tlicre now for tlie 
unhnppy mnn, no room for n glorious dentil. 

Rising from the grassy brim tlicre stood nn nsli- 
trcc, on the doubtful verge of land nnd waters but 
more friendly to the waters, nnd lield tlie stream in 
the dominion of its mighty sbndow. The succour 
of this tree— for where could he nltcmpt the Innd ? 
—lie grasped witli clutcJiing Angers, nor did it endure 
the strain, but, overcome by a weight too great for 
Its hold, gave way, nnd, torn from tiic roots whereby 
it entered the river and gripped the tliirsty ground, 
dropped from on high and hurled itself nnd tlie bank 
together on the dismayed hero, nor brooking him 
further, bridged and dammed the stream with sudden 
downfall.® Hither nil the waves come surging, and 
an inescapable whirlpool of mud nnd hollow eddies 
rises and falls. And now the tortuous flood surrounds 
the shoulders, now the neck of the warrior ; com- 
pelled at last to confess despair he exclaims : “ For 
shame I great Mars ! wilt thou drown this life of 
mine in a river ? Must I then sink beneath sluggish 
lakes and meres like a shepherd caught in the cruel 
waters of a sudden torrent ? Have I verily not 
deserved to fall by the sword ? *’ Moved by his 
and “stemmed (■ye^ypwtre*-, Jit. bridged) the River himself 
falling all witliin him ” (Lang, Leaf, and Myers). 
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ter quntcr opposltl, qimntntn Irft dctisquc vntebAt, 
irnpulit ndsurpens : tandem vcstfpn flexit 4S3 

cxciissumqnc innnn leptmcn, conversnque Icntc 
tergn refert. instant undac scqtnturqiie Jnbantem 
nmnis ovnns ; nee non saxis ct prandfnc ferri 
desnper infcstnnt TyrU ^eminoque repcllunt 
nggere. quid facint bellts obscssus et iindis ? 400 

nee fuga iam miscro, nee mngnac copia mortis. 

Stabat gramincac producla crcpidinc ripac 
undarum ac terrae dublo, sed nmicior undis, 
fraxinus ingcntiqnc vadum possedcrat umbra, 
liuius opcm — nam qua terras im-adcrct ?— unca 
arripuit dextra : nee pcrtulit iHa trnhentem ; 40C 

sed maiore super, quam stabat, pondere victa 
soh’itur, et qua stagna subit radhe quibusqae 
arentem mordebat Immum, demissa^ supeme 
iniecit sese trepido ripamque, nee ultra 500 

passa virum® subitae v.alJavIt ponte ruinae. 
hue undae coeunt, et ineluctable caeno 
verticibusque cavis sidit crcscitque baratlirum. 
iamquc umeros, iam colJa ducis sinuosa vorago 
circuit i hie demuni victus suprema fateri 505 

exclamat; "fluvione — pudeCi — hlars inclj-te, merges 
hanc animam, segnesqne lacus et stagna subibo 
ceu pecoris custos, subili torrenlis iniquis 
interceptus aquis ? adeone occumbere ferro 609 

* demissa ws dimlssa PL. 

* passa rirum 5ar^A; passurum Pw. 
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trunk thrice and four times smote his adversary’s 
breast with all the might of a god’s wrath, rising to 
the blow ; he at last turned his steps, the buckler 
stricken from his arm, and beat a slow retreat. The 
waters press after him, and the river follows in 
triumph as he gives ground; the Tyrians too vex him 
from above with stones and iron hail, and drive him 
back from either bank. What can he do, beset by 
flood and battle ? No flight is there now for the 
unhappy man, no room for a glorious death. 

Rising from the grassy brim there stood an ash- 
tree, on the doubtful verge of land and waters but 
more friendly to the waters, and held the stream in 
the dominion of its mighty sliadow. The succour 
of this tree — for where could he attempt the land ? 
—he grasped with clutching fingers, nor did it endure 
the strain, but, overcome by a wciglit too great for 
its hold, gave way, and, torn from the roots whereby 
it entered the river and CTipped the thirsty ground, 
dropped from on high and hurled itself and the bank 
together on the dismayed hero, nor brooking him 
further, bridged and dammed the stream uith sudden 
dowTifall.® Hither all the waves come surging, and 
an inescapable whirlpool of mud and hollow eddies 
rises and falls. And now the tortuous flood surrounds 
the shoulders, now the neck of the warrior ; com- 
pelled at last to confess despair he exclaims : “ For 
shame! great Mars! wilt thou drown this life of 
mine in a river ? Must I then sink bene.atli sluggish 
lakes and meres like a shcpliertl caught in the cruel 
waters of a sudden torrent? IIn\e I verily not 
deser^’ed to fall by the swortl *’ Moved by his 
and **6tcmmfd lit. liridfrrtl) t}>e Hirer lilaiiel/ 

fallmg ali wjtiiin him "(Lan^, and .Mjers). 
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ter qufitcr oppositi, quftnttim Ire cicusqiic vnlcbat, 
impiillt mlsiirgcn'i : tnnclcni vestigia flcxit tSJ 

cxcnssumque mnnti lopimcn, convcrsaqiic Icnte 
tcrgn rcfcrt, instant iindnc scqtiilurqiic labnntcm 
nmnts ovnns ; ncc non saxis ct grandinc fcrri 
dcsiiper infcslant Tyril gcniinoquc rcpcllunt 
aggcrc. qind fnciat belIJs obscssus ct undis ? 490 

ncc fugn iam miscro, nee magnac copla mortis. 

Stabat grnmincac prodiicta crcpidinc ripac 
undarum ac tcrrac dubio, sed amicjor undi's, 
frnxinws ingentique vadum posscdcrat umbra, 
huius opcm — nnm qua tcrr.as invadcret ?-^unca 
arripuit dextra j ncc pertulit ilia trahentem ; 40G 

sed maiorc super, quam stabat, pondere vlcta 
soUdtur, ct qua stagna sublt radicc quibusque 
arentem mordebat humum, demissa^ supeme 
iniecit sese trepido ripamquc, nee ultra 600 

passa virum" subitae v.allavit ponte ruinae. 
hue undae cocunt, ct ineluctabile caeno 
verticibusque cavis sidit crcscitque barathrum, 
iamque umeros, iam colla duds sinuosa vorago 
circuit : Iiic demum victus suprema fateri 605 

exclamat; “fluvione — pudet! — Mars inclyte, merges 
hanc animam, segnesque lacus et stagna subibo 
ceu pecoris custos, subiti torrentis iniquis 
interceptus aquis ? adeone occumbere ferro 609 

^ demissa w : dimlssa PL. 

* passa virum passurum Pw. 


0 Statius is here trying to concentrate his description into 
one effective phrase. He has in mind Horn. lU xxl. 233 sqq., 
the battle between Achilles and Scamander, especially 242 ayy. 
■where the elm-tree that Achilles grasps falls into the river, 
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trunk tliricc nnd four times smote his ndvcrsarj-’s 
breast with nil tlic might of a god’s wrath, rising to 
the blow ; he nt last turned his steps, the buckler 
stricken from his arm, and beat a slow retreat. Tlie 
waters press nflcr liim, and the river follows in 
triumph ns he gives ground; the Tyrians too vex him 
from above with stones and iron hail, and drive him 
back from either bank. What can he do, beset by 
flood and battle ? No flight is there now for the 
Unhappy man, no room for a glorious death. 

Rising from the grassy brim there stood an ash- 
tree, on the doubtful verge of land and waters but 
more friendly to the waters, and lield the stream in 
the dominion of its mighty shadow. The succour 
of this tree — for where could he attempt the land ? 
—he grasped witli clutching fingers, nor did it endure 
the strain, but, overcome by a wciglit too great for 
its hold, gave way, and, torn from the roots whereby 
it entered the river and gripped the thirsty ground, 
dropped from on liigh and hurled itself and the bank 
together on the dismayed hero, nor brooking him 
further, bridged and dammed the stream with sudden 
dowTifall.® Hither all the waves come surging, and 
an inescapable whirlpool of mud and hollow eddies 
rises and falls. And now’ the tortuous flood surrounds 
the shoulders, now the neck of the warrior ; com- 
pelled at last to confess despair he exclaims : “ For 
shame ! great Mars ! wilt thou drown this life of 
mine in a river ? Must I then sink beneath sluggish 
lakes and meres like a shepherd caught in the cruel 
waters of a sudden torrent ? Have I verily not 
deserved to fall by the sword ? ” Moved by his 
and "stemmed (-yf^ypwffer, lit. bridged) the River himself 
falling all within him ” (Lang, Leaf, and Myers). 
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non mcnil ? " tnndcni prcolbin commotn Tonnntcm 
luno subit : "quonnm mUcroSf sfllor Inclytc tlluini, 
Inncbicins, quonnm usque premes ? fnm Pnll.is ct o(iit 
Tydeo, inm rnpto tncucnint nu^irc DcJpln' : 
cn mens Hippomedon, cul gentis origo Mycen.ic 
Argolicjquc Inrcs numcnqtic ante omnfn luno— 015 
sic ego fida mcis ?— pcJagi crudclibtis ibit 
prneda fens ? certe tumulos supremnque Wetis 
iusta* dab.is j ubi Cecropinc post proelin flnmmne, 
TIicscos ignis ubi cst?*' non spemit coniugis acquos 
illc preces, Icvitcrquc ocutos ad moenia Cndmi 620 
rettulit, ct viso sederunt flumina nutu. 
illius exsnngucs umcri ct perfossa patescunt 
pectora : ceu ventis nltc cum clata resedit 
tempcstasi surgunt scopuli quacsitaque nautis 
terra, et ab infestis descendant aequora saxis. 625 
quid ripas tenuisse iuvat ? premit undique nimbo 
telorum Pboenissa cohors, nee tegmina membris 
ulla, omnisque patet leto ; tunc vulnera manont, 
quique sub amne diu stupuit cruor, acre nudo 
solntur ct tenues venarum laxat hiatus, 630 

incertique labant undarum c frigore gressus. 
procumbit, Getico qualis procumbit in Haemo 
seu Boreae furiis putri scu robore quercus 
caelo mixta comas, ingentemque aera laxat : 
illam nutantem nemus et mons ipse tremiscit, 635 
qua tellure cadat, quas obruat ordine silvas. 
non tamen aut ensem galeamve audacia cuiquam 

* iusta Ileituiua t busta Pw. 
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ou press 

^ , las holds 

Tydeus in detestation, already Delphi is silent, its 
prophet slain ; lo ! my Hippomedon, ivhosc home is 
Argos and Mycenae the cradle of his race, who 
worships Juno before all other gods — is it thus I am 
faithful to my own ? — shall my Ilippomcdon go to 
feed the cruel monsters of the deep ? Surely thou 
didst once allow the conquered to liavc the last rites 
of the tomb ? Where arc the flames that followed 
the Cecropian fray Where is Theseus’ fire? " He 
spurns not his consorts righteous plea, but lightly 
glanced towards Cadmus* walls : the waters beheld 
his nod and sank to rest. The shoulders and breast 
of the hero are revealed, those drained of blood, that 
pierced with wounds : as when a stormy sea, mode 
mountainous by the winds, abates, the rocks and the 
land the sailors sought for rise into Ndew, and the 
waters subside from the threatening crags. What 
avails it to have gained the bank ? The l*hoenician 
host presses him on every side Avith a storm of darts, 
his limbs are without covering, all exposed is he to 
death ; then his Avounds stream, and the blood that 
Avas staunched beneath the Avatcr floAvs in the open 
air and breaks the tender apertures of the veins, 
and the cold of the river makes him reel and stagger 
in his gait. He falls, CA’en os on Getic Haemus, 
AA’hether from Boreas’ rage or its oaati strength’s 
decay, an oak that blended its foliage A\ith the sky 
falls forAA'ard and leaves .a void in the AAide air ; as it 
totters, the forest and the vciy mountain tremble, 
for fear Avhere it may fall, Avhat stretch of AA'oodland 
it may shatter. Yet none dares touch his sAA’ord or 
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tnnpcrc ; v{x crcdiint ocuH^ In^cnti'nqtic horrent 
fjjncrn, ct ndslricth oeredunt comminiis nmiis. 

Tnndcm ndiit Ilypsctis cnpidiimquc* in mortc 
tcncnli &i0 

cxtrajiit ct torvos taxAvit ensside vn]tu<; ; 
itque per Aonfos nllc miicrone cornseo 
suspensnm ostentans galcam ct clnmore siipcrhit : 

hie icrtis Hippomedon, hie formidabilis idtor 
Tydeos infnndi dcbcltatorquc criienli 
gurgitis ! ” ngnovlt longc pressitqiic dolorem 
rnagnnnimus Capanciis, tclumqiie immnne lacerto* 
Iiortntur librans : “ adcs o mihi, dextera, tantum 
tu praesens bclHs et incvitabilc numen, 
te vocOi te solan superum contenptor adoro/' 650 
sic nit, ot voti sese facit ipse potentem. 
it tremibunda abies clipeum per ct aerea texta® 
loricac tandemque antmam sub pectore magno 
deprendit : ruit baud alio quam celsa fragorc 
turris, ubi innumeros penitus qunssata per ictus 655 
labitur efFractamque aperit victon'bus urbem. 
cui super adsistens " non infitiamur honorem 
mortis ” ait, “ refer hue oculos, ego ^oilneris aiictor ; 
laetus abi multumque aliis iactantior umbris ! ’’ 
tunc ensem galeamque rapit clipeumque revellit 560 
Hypseos^; exaniraumque tenens super Hippomedonta 
“ accipe ” ait, " simul hostiles, dux magne, tuasque 
exuvias, veniet cineri decus et suus ordo 
manibus ; interea iustos dum reddimus ignes, 
hoc ultor Capaneus operit tua membra sepulcro.” 565 

* capulum u : caelum Pt telum Garrod. 

* Jacerto ; receptum Pt (from -to) lacertum Ko/ilmann, 
Klotz thinla recepto came from a false reading laeeplo. 

* texta Gronovius j terga 

* Hj-pseos JSfarllandt ipsius Pu. 
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helmet ; scarce believe they their eyes, but shudder 
at the monstrous corpse, niid npproacli it ^vith dra^^^ 
swords. 

At length n 3 *pseus went near and ^^Tenched the 
sword-hilt from his deathly grip, and freed the grim 
visage of its casque : then he goes through the 
Aonian ranks, displaying the helmet balanced aloft 
on his glittering blade, and crying exultantly : 
“ Behold the fierce Hippomedon, behold the dread 
avenger of impious Tydeus, and the subduer of the 
goiy flood ! ” Grcat-lieartcd Capaneus “ knew him 
from afar, and mastered his rage, and poising a huge 
javelin with his arm thus prays: “Help me now, 
right arm of mine, my only present aid in battle 
and deity irresistible ! On thee I call, thee only I 
adore, despising the gods above." So he speaks, 
and himself fulfils his own prayer. The quivering 
fir-shaft flies through shield and corslet’s brazen 
mail, and finds out at last the life deep in the mighty 
breast ; he falls with the thunderous crash of a lofty 
tower when pierced and shaken with innumerable 
blows it sinks in ruin, and opens the breached city 
to the conquerors. Tlien standing over him : “ We 
deny thee not,” says he, “ thy death’s reno^vn ; look 
hither, 'twas I that dealt the wound. Depart in joy, 
and boast thee far beyond the other shades ! ” Then 
he seizes the sword and casque of Hypseus, and tears 
away his shield ; and holding them over the dead 
Hippomedon : “ Receive, O mighty cliief,” he cries, 

“ thy own and thy enemy’s spoils together ; thy 
ashes shall have their glorj' and thy shade its rightful 
rank. Meanwhile, till we pay thee the flame that 
is thy due, Capaneus thy .ivengcr hides thy limbs in 
• C/. Aescli. Sepf. 423 tgg. 
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pIc nnccps chirn hclll vice nititun Gml? ; 
Sidoniisquc simul ncctcbnt Aulncra Mavors : 
htc fcrus llippoincdon, Ulic non scpnior Ilypscus 
fictiir, cl allcmi pracbcnt solacia Indus. 

Tristibus inlcrca somnum turbata fi^ruris 570 
ton'a sagittjfcri mater Tepcatis ephebi, 
crinc dnto passim plantisqtic ex more solutis, 
ante diem gcltdns ibat Ladonis nd undos 
purgatura malum fluvio vivente soporem. 
namque per nttonitas curarum pondcrc nodes 675 
saepc ct dclapsas adytis, quas ji>sa dicarat, 
exuvias, seque ignotis errare scpulcris 
extorrem nemorum Di^'adumque a plebe fiigatam, 
saepe novos nati bcllo rcdilsse triumpljos, 
ormaque et alipedem notum comitesque videbat, 6S0 
numquam ipsum, nunc ex umcris duxisse pliaretras, 
edigiesque suas simulacraque nota cremori. 
praecipuos sed enim ilia metus portendere xdsa est 
nox miserae totoque crexit pcctore matrem. 
nota per Arcadias felici roborc silvas 585 

quercus erat, Triviae quam desacraverat ipsa 
eledam turba nemorum numenque colendo 
fecerat : hie arcus et fessa reponere tela, 
ormaque curva suum et vacuorum terga leonum 
figere et ingentes aequantia cornua silvas. 590 

vix ramis' locus, ogrestes adeo omnia cingunt 

* ramis ? radiis Barth, 



Tin:nAiD, ix. 

l}ii< «rpn1c!irc.” TIut< fmpartiM Man (n the cnict 
of XTAr pave (nlcrchanpe of mutual 
flauphtrr to (irrck^ nml to Sulonl.ins alike : here 
they mourn tierce llippomcflnn, there IIj*pscus, no 
slower to the fray, and each gain solace from their 
foc«* di'trr^^. 

Meanwhile the stem-eyed mother of tlic Tegenn 
archcr-latl,* tro\jh!c<l In her sleep hy gloomy dreams, 
with flying hair and feet duly unsantlallcd avas 
going before day-hreak to Ladon's chilly stream, tliat 
she might cleanse her from her tainted slumbers in 
its lis-ing waters. For throughout many a distracted, 
c.arc-wom night she would often sec spoils that she 
herself had (Icdicatcd fallen from IIjc slirincs, and 
herself, a fugitive from the woodlands and chased 
a>vay by Drj'ad folk, wandering by unknown tombs, 
and often new-won triumphs of her son brought home 
from the war, his armour, his well-known steed, 
his comrades, but himself never ; or again she would 
see her quiver fallen from her shoulders, and her owm 
images and familiar likenesses aflame. But that 
night seemed to the unhappy w'oman to portend 
surpassing terrors, and disturbed all her mother’s 
heart. Well-known throughout the forests of Arcadia 
was an oak of fertile growth, which she herself had 
chosen from a multitude of groves and made sacred 
to Diana, and by her worsliip endued wth power 
diwne ; here she would lay by her bow and weary 
shafts, and fasten the curved weapons of boars and the 
flayed skins of lions, and antlers huge as woodland 
boughs. Scarce have the branches room, so closely 
set is it w’ith spoils of the country-side, and the 
story (c/. 1. G13 and **culpam,'* 1. CH), but he speaks of 
“parents " in 1. 780 without any allusion to Ares. 
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exuviae, et \‘jridem ferri nitor impedit umbrara. 
hanc, ut forte iugis longo defessa redibat 
venatu, modo rapta ferox Etymanthidos iirsae 
ora ferens, multo proscissam vulnere cemit 695 
deposuisse comam et rorantes sanguine ramos 
exspirare solo j quaerenti Nympha cruentas 
Maenadas atque h^stem dixit saevisse Lyaeum. 
dum gemit et planctu drcumdnt pectus inani, 
abrupere oculi noctem maestoque cubili 600 

exsilit et falsos quaerit per lumina fletus. 

Ergo ut in amne nefas mcrso ter crine piavit 
verbaque soHicitas matrum solantia curas 
addidit, armatac ruit ad delubra Bianae 
ix»re sub Eoo, notasque cx ordine silvos 003 

et quercum gnvisa ndcl. tunc limina divae 
ndstitit et tali neqniquam voce precatur ; 

“ ^drgo potens nemorum, cuius non mollia signa 
milltinmque trucem scxum indignata frcqucnto 
more nihil Graio— -nee te gens a'pera rilu 010 

Colchis Araazoniaeve mngis colucre catervae— * i 
si mihi non umqunm thiasi ludusvc protervae 
noctis et, inviso qunm\h temcratn cubili, 
non tanicn nut tcrctes thyrsos nut nn>nin gessi 
pensn, sed In tetricis ct po**t conubin lu^lrh CJ5 

sic quoque venntrix aiuniumque fnnupta ri‘n)nn'»i : 
nec mihl sccrcllH ciilpnn> ocriiUarr «ui> nnlrM 
CUM, sed jindcm jM*%«Ujur trrmrntrrn 

ante tuM confosA prilcs ; nrc <lrg«*nrr illr 
sanguhji* inque lure’s rfi»t3>lt prutiiius arrxit, 620 


• Ter n.'-* pf “{r’pd.l" tn»T mripirnl I for. OJ. 

i. t. 0 •• Pi* 'lu'n o«f>»t rr nivrt.,. • 

• i*r ; .<n.t I f trr •, o'* in |!.p ’••r, 

• c/ JjjrvhjnaU. 
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sheen of steel mingles® wth the green shade. This 
oak-tree, when once she was returning from the 
uplands tired wth the long chase, and carrying in 
proud triumph the head late-severed of an Ery- 
manthian bear, she beheld all hacked and tom with 
many a wound, its foliage fallen, and its branches 
dripping blood and dying on the ground ; in answer 
to her question a Nymph told of the violence of cruel 
Maenads and her foe Lyaeus.^ While she moaned 
and beat her breast with imaginary blows, her eyes 
cast off their darkness ; from her sorrowing couch 
she leaps, and searches o’er her checks for the 
phantom tears. 

So when by dipping thrice her hair in the river she 
had atoned tlie sacrilege, and added words that com- 
fort a mother's troubled heart, she hastened to armed 
Diana's shrine while the morning dew was falling, 
and rejoiced to see the familiar woodland and the 
oak-tree all unharmed. Then standing at the 
threshold of the goddess she pr.ays thus, to no avail : 
“ Maiden Queen of the forests, whose ungentle 
standards and ruthless warfare I follow, scorning my 
sex, in no Grecian manner — nor are the barbarous- 
fashioned Colchians or troops of Amazons more truly 
thy %'otaries — if I have never joined revelling bands 
or the wanton nightly sport,' if, .although stained by a 
hated union, I have nevertheless h.'indled not the 
smooth wands nor the soft skeins, but even after 
wedlock remained in the rough wilds, a huntress still 
and in my heart a \irgin ; if I took no thought to 
hide my fault in some secret c.ive, but showed my 
child and confessed and laid him trembling at thy 
feet- — no puny wc.'ikling was he, but straightway 
crawled to my bow, and as a babe lie cried for arrows 
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tela puer lacrimis et prima voce poposcit 
hunc mihi — quid trepidae noctes somnusque minan- 
tur ?— 

-hunc, precor, audaci qui nunc ad proelia veto 
heu nimium tibi fisus abit, da visere belli 
victorem, vel, si ampla peto, da visere tantum ! ^ 625 
liic sudet tuaque arma ferat. preme dira malorum 
signa ; quid in nostris, nemoralis Delia, silvis 
Maenades hostiles Thebanaque numina regnant ? 
eimihi ! curpenitus — simque augur cassafuturi!— 
cur penitus magnoque interpreter omine quercum ? 
quod si vera sopor miserae praesagia mittit, 631 
per te matemos, mitis Dictynna, labores 
fratemumque decus, cunctis* hunc fige sagittis 
infelicem uterum ; miserae sine /unera matrls 
audiat ille prior ! " dixit, detugue soluto 635 

aspicit et niveae saxum maduissc Dianne. 

Illom diva ferox etiamnum in limine sacro 
expositam et gelidas verrentem crinibus eras 
linquit, et in mediis frondentem Maenalon astris 
exsuperat saltu grcssumque ad mocnia Cadmi 640 
destinat, interior caeli qua semita lucet* 
dis tantum, et cunctas iuxta videt nrdua terras, 
iamque fere medium Pamassi frondea praeter 
colla tenebat iter, cum fratrem in nube corusca 
aspicit baud solito visu : rcmcabat ab armis C45 
maestus Echioniis, demersl funcra lugens 

• TfitJ lint it not in 1\ tJntl it condfmnetl l>y tome tdd. 

• In tome late i/ss. after this line follovt “ si non Tictorem, 
da tantum eerncre victum/’ " yrant mt to behold him, if not 
nVtor, at leatt ranquithtdl* 

• cunctis P : lustis • lucet u : ducit P. 


* Different regions of the »ky were apportioned to 
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In lu<> first tcArful ncccnts : for him I pray — ah I 
Mhat mean thc«ic nigliU of terror, these threatening 
dreams? — for him, now hi confident hope, 

tnisting overmuch, alas, in thee, is gone to battle ; 
grant me to see him victorious in the war, or if I ask 
too much, grant me but to see him ! Here let him 
labour and bear thy arms. Make tlic dire signs of 
ill to cease ; what power, O Diana of tlic ivoods, have 
Maenads and Tlicban deities in our glades ? Woe 
is me ! why In my own heart — may my augurj' be 
vain ! — why in my own heart do 1 find a dreadful 
omen in the oak ? But if sleep sends true presagings 
to my unhappy mind, I beseech thee, merciful 
iDictyima, by thy mother’s travail and thy brother’s 
splendour, pierce witli all thine arrows this unblest 
womb ! Let him first bear of bis WTctched mother's 
death ! " She spoke, and beheld even cold Diana’s 
marble moist with falling tears. 

The stern goddess leaves her still stretched upon 
the sacred doorway and brushing the cold altar with 
her tresses, and iiith a bound crosses the leafy 
summit of Maenalos in mid-air and directs her steps 
to Cadmus’ walls, where the inner path of heaven® 
shines for gods alone, and Iiigh uplifted •view’s all 
the earth together. And now, near half-way on her 
road, she was passing the forest-clad ridges of 
Parnassus, when in a glittering cloud she saw her 
brother not as she was wont to see him : for he was 
returning sadly from the Echionian fray, mourning 

different grades of supernatural beings; cf, Phars. ix. 5, 
•where Lucan speaks of demigods (” semidei manes ”) having 
the space between earth and moon allotted to them (also 
SiItJ.ii.7. 109). The “interior semita " would refer to some 
loftier zone. 
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ntiguris. InnibuU cacli piflga sidere mixlo, 
occursuquc sncro paritcr lubnr arsit utrimquc, 
ct coiere arcus ct respondcrc plmrctrac.* 
illc prior: “scio, Labclacins, germnna, cohortes G50 
ct nimium fortes nusum pctis Arcada pugnas. 
fida rogat genetrix : utinam indulgere precanti 
fata darcnt ! cn ipse mei — ^pudct ! — inritus arma 
cultoris frondesque sacras ad inania n'di 
Tartara et in memet versos dcscendcre vniltus ; 655 

nec tenui currus terraeque abrupta coegi, 
saevus ego immcritusque coli. lugentia cemis 
antra, soror, mutasque domes ♦ haec sola rependo 
dona pio comiti ; nec tu peritura movere 
auxilia et maestos in vanum perge labores. 660 
iinis adest iuveni, non hoc mutablle fatum, 
nec te de dubiis fratema oracula fallunt.” 

“ sed decus extremum certe * " confusa vicissim 
^irgo refert, “ veraeque licet solacia morti 
quaerere, nec fugiet poenas, quicumque nefandam 
insontis pueri scelerarit sanguine dextram CC6 

impius, et nostris fas sit saevire sagittis.” 
sic effata movet gressus libandaque fratri 
parcius ora tub't, Thebasque infesta petivit. 

At pugna ereptis maior crudescit utrimque 670 
regibus, alternosque ciet vindicta furores. 

H^-pseos hinc turmae desolatumque magistro 
agmen, at hinc gravius fremit Hippomedontis adempti 

* Lines 648-9 omitted in P. ■ certe P t misero w. 

• Some commentators think that Statius means to describe 
an eclipse of the sun in this meeting of Diana and Apollo. 
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the denth of t!ic cnpulfcd augiir, TIic region of the 
sky gloA\cd reel n*? their rays mingled ; at the divine 
conjunction the beams of each slionc out, their bows 
met, and quiver ratig to quiver.® He first began : 
“ I know, my sister, 'tis the Labdneian ranks tliou 
scckcst, aiid the Arcadian who dares a fight too 
valiant for hin». His f.uthfiil mother begs thee : 
would that the I'atcs might grant her prayer ! Lo ! 
I myself have availed not — ah I for shame ! — but 
seen my votary’s arms and eonsecrated laurels go 
down to the void of Tartarus, and liis face turned 
toward me as he went, nor did I cljcck Ills car or close 
the chasm of the earth, hc.artlcss that I am and 
unworthy to be worshipped. Thou scest how my 
caverns mourn, O sister, and the silence of my shrine ; 
this is my sole recompense to my Ipyal friend. Nor 
do thou continue to summon aid that can but 
fail, nor pursue thy sad task in vain ; the youth 
is near his end, 'tis fate immutable, nor do thy 
brother’s oracles deceive thee on a doubtful matter.’* 
“ But I may surely obtain glory for him at the last,” 
the maiden in dismay replies, ” and find a solace for 
his death, if indeed it so must be, nor shall that man 
escape unpunished, whoever shall impiously stain his 
guilty hand with tlie blood of an innocent boy, and 
may my shafts wTeak a dire revenge ! ” With these 
words she moved upon her w'ay, and suffering her 
brother but a scant embrace sought Thebes in hostile 
mood. 

But on either side after the slaying of the chiefs 
the fight waxed fiercer, and the lust of vengeance 
aroused mutual rage. Here the squadrons of Hjqj- 
seus shout and the troop that has lost its leader, 
there wth deeper roar the bereft cohort of the dead 
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orba cohors ; prnebcnt obnixi corpora ferro, 

itlem ardor rabidis externum Ijaurirc cruorcra C75 

ac fudissc sxmm, ncc sc vestigia mutant: 

stat cunco defixa acics, liostiqiic ctuento 

dant antmas ct terga negant' : cum lapsa per auras 

vertice Dircaci velox Latonia mentis 

adstitit ; adgnoscunt colics notamque tremiscit 680 

silva dcam, saevis ubi quondam exserta sagittis 

fecundam lasso Nioben consumpserat arcu. 

Ilium aeics inter coepta* iam caede superbum 
nescius armorum et primas tune passus habenas 
Venator raptabat cquus, quern discolor ambit CS5 
tigris et auratis adverberat unguibus annos, 
colla sedent nodis et castigata iubarum 
libertas, nemoris'que notae sub peetore prime 
iactantur niveo lunata monilia dente. 
ipse bis Oebalio saturatam murice pallara 600 

lucentesque auro tunicas — hoc neverat unum 
mater opus — tenui collectus in ilia vinclo, 
cornipedis laevo cKpeum demiserat armo» 
ense gravis nimio : tereti iuvat® aurea morsu 
fibula, pendentes circum latera aspera cinctus, 60S 
vaginaeque sonum tremulumque audire pharetrae 
murmur et a cono missas in terga catenas ; 
interdum cristas hilaris iactare comantis 
et pictura gemmis galeae iubar. ast ubi pugna 
cassis anhela calet, resoluto vertice nudus 700 

* neganl w s natanl Pz vetant PostffaU. 

* coepta KoMmann j coeptas P : medias w, 

• Jurat lubrf P: JignC Jevat, vorat «del, 
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Hippomedon ; fiercely struggling they expose their 
bodies to the sword, and with equal ardour drain 
the foe’s blood and shed their own, nor do they 
budge a step : the lines stand loched, column 
against column, and they yield their lives, but will 
not turn their backs, to the cruel foe — when glid- 
ing through the air the swift Latonian takes her 
stand on the Dircaean height ; the hills know her, 
and the forest trembles at the well-known goddess, 
wiiere once bare-breasted with cruel arrows she had 
slain Niobe and all her brood, out-wearying her bow. 

But the lad, exultant now that the slaughter has 
begun, w’as darting between the lines on a hunter 
steed, untrained to war and suffering then his 
earliest bridle ; about him was cast a striped tiger- 
skin, and the gilded talons beat upon his shoulders : 
his knotted mane in controlled luxuriance lies close 
against his neck, and upon his breast tosses a crescent 
chain of snow'-whitc tusks, tokens of the woodland. 
The boy wore a cloak twice steeped in Oebalian 
dye,® and a glittering gold-cmbroidcrcd tunic — only 
this had his mother woven — gathered about his waist 
by a slender girdle, and, burdened by a liuge sword, 
he liad let drop his shield on the left shoulder of his 
horse ; the golden buckle of the belt th.at hangs by 
liis armed side delights him witli its polished clasp, 
and he joys to hear tlie rattle of the scabbard and the 
rustling murmur of the qm\cr and tbc sound of the 
chains that fall behind him from his crest ; sometimes 
he gail)’ tosses his flowing plume and his glancing 
jcwcl-studdcd c-asque. But when his panting helm 
grows hot in the iiglit, he frees him of the covering 
• Laconian (from Ocltalus, oner km:r of J'parta); r/. 
Hor. Od. U. 16. 6. It was U»c purple dje from sfjrll-fish. 
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cjcorihir* : tunc dulcc comnc railiisquc trcmcntcs* 
dulcc nitcnt visus et, quns dolct ipse morari, 
nondum muUtnc rosea lamsginc malne. 
nee jbrroao sJbi laudo placet multuniquc sevens 
asperat ora minis, sed frontis sen'at lionorem 705 
ira decens. dat spontc locum Thebana iuventus, 
natorum memores, intentaque tela retorquent, 
sed premit et saevas miscrantibus inherit hastas. 
ilium et Sidoniae iuga per Tcumesia® Nympliae 
bellantcm atque ipso sudore et pulvere graturo 710 
laudant, et tacito ducunt suspiria vote. 

Talia cementi mitis subit nlta Dianne 
corda dolor, fletuque genas violnta “ quod ” inquit, 

“ nunc tibi, quod ieti qunernm den fida propinqui 
effugium ? haecne ultro properast) in proelia, saeve 
ac iniserande puer ? cruda heu festinaque virtus 710 
suasit et hortatri:^ nnimosi gloria leti. 
scilicet angustum iamdudum urgentibus annis 
Maenalium tibi, parve, nemus, perque antra ferarum 
vix tutoe sine matre ■viae, silvestria cuius 720 

nondum tela proeax arcuraque implere valebas. 
et nunc ilia meas ingentem plangit od nras 
invidiam surdasque fores et Ijmina lassat : 
tu dulces lituos ulalataque proelia gaudes 
felix et miserae tantum moriture parenti.” 725 

ne tamen extremo fruslra morientis honor! 
adfuerzt, venit in medios caligine furva 

* midus exoritur f’ws vuUus exsentur conj. Garrod. 

* tremenles BDQi fremenles Pt meantes, mzcanles, etc., 

per T. w s Teumesi c vertice P {from viii. 344). 


* i.e., he would die so nobly that only his mother would 
weep. 
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flnd appears bare-?icatlcd ; then sweetly shine his 
locks and his countenance* all a-quiver in the sun- 
beams, and the cheeks whose tardiness he Iiimsclf 
laments, not yet ehanged by rosy down. Nor does 
he find pleasure in the praise of his o^mi fairness, 
but puts on a harsh severity of look ; yet anger 
becomes him and prescn'cs the beauty of his brow. 
Freely do the Tlieban warriors yield him place, 
remembering their sons, and relax their strain- 
ing bows, but he pursues and plies them with ruth- 
less javelins, for all their pity. Even the Sidonian 
Nymphs along Teumesian ridges praise him as he 
fights ; his very dust and sweat are in favour, and 
sighing they breathe unspoken prayers. 

Tender sorrow steals to the depth of Diana’s heart 
as she beholds this sight, and staining her cheeks 
^^ith tears she cries j What escape from approaching 
death can thy faithful goddess find thee now ? Was 
it to battles such as these thou hastenedst, fierce, ill- 
fated lad ? Alas ! thy rash and untried spirit drove 
thee, and the love of fame that prompts to a glorious 
death. Too scant already, forsooth, was the Maena- 
lian forest for thy impetuous years, and the paths 
that lay through lairs of beasts, scarce safe for thee, 
child, ^vithout thy mother,to w’hosc bow and woodland 
spears, impudent boy, thy strength was yet unequal. 
And she now is making loud and bitter complaint 
about my altars, and wearies tlie unhearing doors 
and thresholds ; in the well-loved clarions and the 
battle’s outcrythou art rejoicing,happythou,and-thou 
shalt die making but thy mother ^\Tetched.”‘* Yet 
lest as he dies she fail to bring him her last honour, she 
advances into the midst of the array, hemmed about 
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pnrpl.a plolws, primumqtic Irvr^ furntn sns^tta.? 
ntxIncH trrpft purri CArlr^llhiji Jmplct 
roryfon rpiorttm ^nn^ulnc ntiUum 730 
tlocJdil ; nn»l)rti'<ln l»m «pnrgJl rncmbrA Hquorc, 
J-'p-irpit cqiumi, ne quo vlolrtur* vtilncrc corpus 
note iifccrn, cnntu<iquc .<ftcro*i ct cnn«:clrt niUcct 
inurmurn, .•■'ccrtlis quae ColcMdns ipsa sub nntri^ 
noctc doccl nionstrntquc feras quncrenlibus Iicrbas. 

Tunc vero exserto circinnvoint ipnciis arcu 736 
nee sc mente regit, patriae matrisque suique 
immemor, ct nimium caclcslibus utitur armis : 
ut Ico, cui pnrvo mater Gaettda crncnlos 
suggerit ipsa cibos, cum primum cresccre sensit 7i0 
colln iubis torvusque novos respexit nd ungues, 
indignatur ati, tandcmquc ciTusus npertos 
liber amat campos ct ncscit in antra reverti* 
quos, age, Parrlmslo stcmls, pucr improbe, cornu ? 
prima Tanagraeum turbavit barundo Coroebum 745 
extreme galeae primoque in margine parmae 
angusta trnnsmissa Wa, stat faucibus unda 
sanguinis, et sacri facies rubet igne veneni. 
saevius Eurytion, cui luminis orbe sinistro 
callida* tergeminis acies se condidit uncis. 750 

ille trahens oculo plenum labente sagittam 
ibat in auctoi’em : sed divnim fortia quid non 
tela queant ? alio geminatum lumine volnus 
explevit tenebras ; sequitur tamen improbus hostem, 
qua meminit, fusum donee prolapsus in Idan 765 
decidit : hie saeri miser inter funera belli 
palpitat et mortem sociosque hoslesque precatur. 

* violetur P : temeretur «. * calUda PB : aspera w. 
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Mitli dusky mist, nnd first stealing the light shafts 
from the back of the bold lad, she fill his quiver wth 
celestial arrows, thereof none falls unstained wth 
blood ; tlicn she sprinkles his limbs %rith ambrosial 
liquor, nnd his steed also, lest their bodies be pro- 
faned by any wound before his death, and murmurs 
many a sacred charm and conscious spell, which she 
herself teaches the Colchian maids at night in secret 
eaves, and as they search shows them cruel herbs. 

Then indeed uncovering his bow he darts in fierj' 
course .about the field, nor is controlled by caution, 
forgetful of his native land, his mother and himself, 
and uses overmucli his heavenly weapons : just as a 
lion, whose Gaetulian dam brings him herself in 
his infancy gorj' food, as soon as he feels his neck 
swell with muscles and grimly looks at his new talons, 
scorns to be fed, and at last breaks forth to freedom 
and loves the open plains, and can no more return 
to his cave. Whom now slayest thou, ruthless boy, 
with thy Parrhasian horn ? Coroebus of Tanagra, 
did thy first shaft lay low, sped on a narrow patJi 
between the lowest margin of the helm and the 
uppermost of the shield ; the blood wells up into his 
throat, and his face glows red with the sacred fiery 
venom. More cruelly Eurylion falls, in the orb of 
whose left eye the cunning point buries itself with 
triple barb. Pulling out the arrow that brings the 
melting eyeball >rith it, he dashes at his assailant ; 
but what cannot the brave weapons of the gods per- 
form ? A second wound in the other orb makes iiis 
darkness complete ; yet he jields not but pursues 
the foe by mcmor5'’s aid, until he trips and falls o’er 
prostrate Idas : there uTCtchedly he lies gasping 
amid the rictims of the cruel fight, and entreats friend 
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n»Mlt Abnnllrt(lA«i, fn^lRnm* rrinilmi Argiim 
rt mnir <Hlccttjm inHcrnr Cvdonn •iomri.* 759 

luilc gcmlntim obHqiin trAiccit linnmdinr tcmpu«, 761 
linr fcmim, vclrtt hnc jdnnrt rcrnnn«:»t : 
fluxit utrlmqiic cnior. tint!! tcln acpcrn mortis 
tlnnt vonlam, non forma I^mutn, non Infuta Lygdutn, 
non pubc5ccntcs lexcnint Arolon nnni : 7C5 

figitur orn* Lnmn<t, flct sniicius Inguinri Lypdus, 
pcrfossus* telo nivcnm gcmN, Acole, fronlcm 
te prncccps Ktdwca tulit, te cnrulid.i 'niisbc 
misernt, ljunc viridcs non cxcipictis Krythrne.* 769 
numnuam cassa manus, nullum sine numtnc* fugit 
missile, ncc rcquics tlextrac, sonitumque priori 
iungit hnrundo sequens. unum quis crctleret nreum 
ant unam saevire maniim ? modo dcrigit ictus, 
nunc latere allcmo dubius conamina mutot, 
nunc fugit instantes ct solo rcspicit orcu. 775 

£t iam mirantes indignnntcsquc coibant 
Labdacidac, primusque lovis dc sanguine claro 
Amphion ignarus adiiuc, quae funera campis 
ille darct : “quonam usque mornm lucrabere fnti, 
o multura meritos puer orbaturc parentes ? 7S0 

quin etiam menti tumor ntquc nudacia gliscit, 

. t ... 4 .. - jinorem 


. . . ■ • • . • , ■ ^ ' illic, 

* After 759 follows **illi perfossum telo patefecerat 
inguen," not found in P>o, only in later tiss,, and eUarly 
spurious. 

* ora w{ ilia Ft ile Garrod. Klotz suggests that ilia teas 
a gloss on inguina. 

* perfossas Bentley s perfossam Pw. 

* Erythrae Koestlm z Amyclae Pu, tehieh must he terong, 
as Thebans are spoken oft HjTideS ... amicae PhllUmore. 

* Dumine P t ^Tilnere w. 
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UTi'l for t1ar liim. To lli*^** Ij** |Jic «nn« of 
f’f fioMr Wk*, nnd Cwlon, piitlilr 
l)v 111* tmliapiir thXrr, Him did lie pierce 
1>nih hi» lempira wilh lran'\ crsc*f!vlnp 
^Infl : from one trmplr llio point pmtnid(n, «l llic 
otlvrr tlin fratiirrv* fligUl 't.*\yrd, from IwtU the 
Mood cAme flowing. None do ln< nnpr d.irts excuse 
from drnth, I< not ftliirldnl liy his liCAiily, nor 

Lypdns hv hi' fiilr!, nor Arolrw hy his huddinp man* 
hooil. I^imtjs is pierced in the face, Lygdus be- 
wails n xsoundctl groin, thou, Aeolus, dost bemoan 
the dart that transfixed thy 5noxr*whltc brow, TIicc 
rocky r.uhocA Iwrc, thee 'nihbc shining white liad 
sent, this warrior, preen iTylhrnc, thou wilt not 
receive again. No hloxv hut tells, no missile flics un- 
favoured of heaven, his right hand rests not, and tlic 
next arrow’s twang follows hard upon tlic last. Wlio 
could hclicvc that one liosv, one arm was dealing 
dcalli ? Now alms he forward, now shifts from side 
to side in bewildering change of attack, nosv flees 
svhen they assail and turns nouglit but his bow to face 
them. 

And now in wonder and Indignation the sons of 
Labdacus were rallying, and first Amphion, of Jove’s 
famous seed, ignorant still what deaths the lad xvas 
dealing on the battle-field : " How long slialt thou 
still make profit of death'sdclaymgjthouboy that slialt 
be a sore loss to thy goodly parents ? Nay, even yet 
thy spirit sxvells high and thy rashness groxvs, while 
none deigns to meet thy onset and thy too feeble 
might, and thou art left as beneath their wrath. Go, 
return to thy Arcadia and mingling xvith thy equals 
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dum fenis hie vero desaewt pulvcre Mayors, 785 
proelin lude domi : quodsi tc mnesta sepulcri 
fama movet, dabimus leto moriare' Wrorura ! ” 
iamdudum Iiunc contra stimulls gravioribus ardet 
trux Atalantiades — necdiim ille quierat — et indt ; 

sera etiam in Thebas, quarum hie exercitus, anna 
profero ; quisnam adeo puer, ut bellare recuset 791 
talibus ? Arcadiae stirpem et fera semina gentis, 
non Thebana vides : non me sub nocte silenti 
Thyias Echionio genetrix famulata Lyaeo 
edidit, baud umquam deformis vertice mitras 795 
induimus turpemque* manu iactavimus hastara. 
protinus adstrictos didici reptare per amnes 
horrendasque domes magnarum intrare ferarum 
et— quid plura loquar ? forrum mea semper et arcus 
mater habet, vestri feriuntcava tympana patres." 800 
non tulit Amphion vultumque et in ora loquentis 
telum iramane rotat ; sed ferri lumine diro 
turbatus sonipes sese dominumque retorsit 
in latus atque avidam transmisit devius hastam. 
acrior hoc iuvenem stricto mucrone petebat 805 

Amphion, cum se medio Latonia campo 
iecit et ante oculos omnis stetit obvia vultu. 

Haerebat iuveni devlnctus amore pudico 
Maenalius Dorceus, cui bella suumque timorem 
mater et audaces pucri mandaverat annos. 810 

huius turn vultu dea dissimulata profatur : 

“ hactenus Ogyglas satis infestasse cnter\'as, 
Parthenopaec, satis; miserae iam parce parenti, 

• inoriarc Jlouitnan : moricre Pw. 

• turpemque Klotz s turpique pu. 
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there, ■while fierce Mars exhausts his furj* here in the 
real dust of war, play thy soldier games at home ! 
But if the melancholy glorj' of the tomb doth move 
thee, we will grant thee to die a hero’s death.” Long 
had the truculent son of Atalanta raged -with yet 
bitterer taunts against him, and ere yet the other 
had ended thus begins : '* Nay, I am even late in 
making war on Tliebes, if this is all your host ! What 
boy so tender as to refuse to fight wdth such as these? 
No Theban offspring seest thou here, but the w'ar- 
like stock of the Arcadian race ; no Thyiad mother, 
slave to Echionian Lyaeus, bore me in the silence of 
the night, never have we put unsightly turbans on 
our heads, nor brandished dishonourable spears. 
From childhood I learnt to crawl on frozen streams, 
and to enter the dread lairs of monsters, and — but 
why should I say more } My mother has ever the 
lance and bow, your fathers beat hollow drums ! ” 
Amphion brooked this not, but hurled a mighty spear 
at his face while he spoke ; but his charger, affrighted 
by the terrible gleam of the steel, swung round with 
his master to one side, and swer\ing sent the greedy 
javelin flying wide of the mark. Amphion was 
attacking the youth with drawTi sword the more 
fiercely, when the Latonian® leapt doun into mid- 
plain, and stood clear to sec before the eyes of all. 

Dorceus of Macnalus, bound by the ties of chaste 
affection, was keeping close to tlie lad’s side ; to him 
the queen had entrusted all the chances of war, and 
her ouTi fears and her son’s rash youth. Disguised 
in his features the goddess then addressed the 
boy : “ Enough, Parthenopacus, to have routed tlie 
Ogj’gian bands so far ; enough, now spare thy un- 
• Diana ( — Artemis, daughter of Latona). 
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porce deis, quicumquc favcnt.'* ncc territus iUe : 

*' hunc sine me — non plura petam — fidissime Dorceu, 
stemere humi, qui tela meis gerit aemula telis 816 
et similes cultas et frena sonsntia iactat. 
frena regam, cultus Triviae pendebitis alto 
limine, captivis matrem donabo pharetris.’* 
audiit et nuxto risit Latonia fletu. 820 

Viderat hanc caeli iamdudum in parte remota 
Gradi\’ura complexa Venus, dumque anxia Thebas 
commemorat Cadmumque viro caraeque nepotes 
Harmoniae, pressum tacito sub corde dolorem 
tempestiva movet : “nonne hanc,Gradive, protervara 
iarginitate ■vides mediam se ferre ^i^oruIn 826 

coetibus ? utque acies audax et Martia signa 
temperet ? en etiam donat praebetque necandos 
tot nostra de gente viros. huic tradita vixtus, 
buic furor ? agrestes superest tibi figere dammas." 
desHuit iustis cominotus in arma querellis 831 

Bellipotens, cui sola vagum per inane ruenti 
Ira comes, reliqui sudant ad bella Furores, 
nec mora, cum maestam monitu Letoida duro 
increpat adsistens : “ non haec tibi proelia divum 835 
dat pater ; armiferum ni protinus improba campum 
deseris, huic aequara nosces nec Pallada dextrae.*’ 
quid faciat contra ? premit hinc Ma^rtia cuspis, 
hinc plenae tibi, pan'e, colus, lo^ds inde seven 
vultus ; abit solo post haec cvicta pudore. 840 
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happy mother, spare tlie gods who favour thee.” 
But he unterrified : “ Suffer me, faithful Dorceus — 
no more will I ask — to slay this man wiio bears 
weapons that rival mine, and boasts like apparel 
and resounding reins. Tlicse reins I will handle, 
the apparel shall hang on Trivia’s lofty door, and his 
captured quiver shall be a present to my mother.” 
The Latonian heard him, and smiled amid her tears. 

Long time from a distant quarter of the sky had 
Venus, in the embrace of Mars, beheld her, and wiiile 
she anxiously commended Thebes and Cadmus and 
her dear Harmonia’s progeny to her lord, she stirred 
with timely utterance the grief that lay hidden in 
lus silent breast : ” Seest thou not, O Gradivus, 
yonder w’anton maid who goes to and fro among the 
troops of warriors ? And with what boldness she is 
ordering the lines and the Martial standards ? Lo I 
she even presents and o0crs to the slaughter all these 
men of our own race ! Hath she then valour ? Hath 
she the rage of battle ? Nought then remains for 
thee but to hunt the woodland deerl ” Moved by 
these just complaints the lord of war sprang down 
into the fight : as he sped through the paths of air 
Anger alone was his companion : the other Madnesses 
were busy in the sweat of Avar. \Vithout delay he 
stands by Lato’s sorroAving d.aughter and chides her 
AAith harsh reproof: “Not such b.ittlcs ns these does 
the Father of the gods alloAA' thee : Ic.^ve forthwith the 
field of arms, thou shameless one, or thou shall le.nrn 
that not even Pallas is a match for this right hand.” 
Viiat can she do against l»im ? On one side the spear 
of Mn\-ors threatens her, on the otiicr, child, is thy 
distafT, full .alrc.ndy, yonder the stem countenance of 
Jo\e : then she departs, yielding lo reverence alone. 
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fcrlur In ndvcrstmi ncn'Iqiic obllqim sonorl 
vinclft scent : percimt Ict«i mnnibusque rembsU 
vnnn suj>lnnlo cccblcrunt splctiln cornu. 870 

tune inhcr ct frenew ttirb.'itu^ ct nrrnn rcmisit, 
Irnpnticns, titncri quo<l tepnine dextri 
inlrnrnt fncllcmquc ciiteni : subit nltern cuspls 
comipc(b«:quc fupam succi-so poplilc sistit. 
tunc endft ipse Dr 3 'ns — inirum — nee vuincris umquam 
con'-cius : ollm nuctor tell enusneque pntebunt.* 870 
At pucr infusus socHs in devin 
tollitur— heu simplex nctns ! — moriensque incentera 
flebnt cquum ; cecidit Inxnta cnssldc vultus, 
aegrnquc per treplJos cxspirat pra^la visus, 880 
et prensis concuss.a comis ter colla qunterque 
stare negant, ipsisque nefas Incnmnbile TJiebis, 
ibat purpurcus niveo dc pcctore sanguis. 
tandem Jiaec singultu verba incidente profatur : 

" labimur, i, miscram, Dorceu, solnrc parentem. 8S5 

ilia quidem, si vera fenint praesngia curae, 

aut somno inm tristc nefas nut omine vidit. 

tu tamen arte pia trepidnm suspende diuque 

decipito ; neu tu subitus neve arma tenenti 

veneris, et tandem, cum iam cogere fateri, 890 

die : merui, genctrix, poenas invita capesse 

arma puer rapui, nec te retinente quievi* 

nee tibi sollicitae tandem inter bella peperci. 

vive igitur potiusque animis irascere nostris, 

et iam pone jnetus. frustra de colle Lyoaei 895 

* patebunt P ? palebant ws latebant Grotius. 



THEBAID, IX. 8C8-895 

straight upon him, and cuts tlic slanted fastenings 
of the echoing bowstring : the shot is lost, his hands 
relax, and the arrow falls fruitless from the back- 
ward falling® bow. Tlicn in confusion and distress 
he drops both reins and weapons, reckless of the 
wound that had pierced the harness and the soft 
skin of his right shoulder; another javelin follows 
and checks the charger’s flight, cutting the tendons 
of his leg. Then Dryas himself falls — strange ! — nor 
ever knows who wounds him ; one day the author 
of the deed and its cause will be revealed. 

But the lad is carried from the field in his comrades’ 
arms — alas, for his tender years ! — and dying bewaib 
his fallen steed ; relieved of the helm his head sinks 
back, and a sickly eliarm plays about Ids quivering 
eyes ; thrice and four times, grasping his hair, they 
shake the neck * that refuses to stay upright, and — a 
horror whereat Thebes itself might weep — the purple 
blood came welling from the snow-white breast. At 
last he speaks, with sobs that break his utterance : 
“ I am dying, Dorceus : go, solace my poor mother. 
Already, if care doth bring true presage, she hath 
seen this calamity in dream or omen. Yet do thou 
wdth loyal craft keep her fears in suspense, and long 
deceive her ; nor come upon her of a sudden, nor 
when she holds a weapon in her hand ; and when 
at last thou art forced to admit tlie truth, say this 
to her : Mother, I confess my fault ; exact thy 
umvilling punishment ; I rushed to arms, though 
a mere boy, nor, though tliou didst hold me back, 
would I be still, nor, despite tliy trouble, war once 
begun did I spare thee at the last. Live then thou 
and be angry rather at my impetuous spirit and 
now be done with fears. In vain dost thou 
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ftnxin prospcctns, si quis per nubila longe 
aut sonus nut nostro subintus ab agminc pubis : 

ct nuda iacco tcUurc, nee usquam 
tu prope, quae voltus cHlantiaquc ora tencres. 
hunc tamcn, orba parens, crinem " dexlraqae 
secantlum ^ 

praebuit '* bunc toto capics pro corpore crinem, 
comere quern frustra me dedignante solcbas. 
huic dabis exsequtas, atque inter iusta memento, 
nc quis inexpcrtis hebetet men tela lacertis 
dilectosque canes ullis agat amplius antris.^ 
haee autem primis arma infeb'eia castris 
ure, vel ingratae crimen- suspende Dianae.” 

* Lines 903-5 not in P. 

■ crimen /aiAo/j crinemPs niunus crimen munosJ/xva* 
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look forth nnxiou«;ly from Lycacus’ hill, if per- 
chance sound or dust of my cjivnlcadc rise to thee 
through the air afar ; cold on the bare earth I lie, 
and thou art nowlicre near me, to hold my face and 
catch my parting breath. Yet take this tress, O 
mother bereaved,” and with his hand he offered it 
to be cut, ” take this tress in place of my whole body ; 
once thou wort wont to trim it in spite of my vain 
scorn.® To it give burial, and amid the rites re- 
member to let none blunt my wejipons with inex- 
perienced hands, or lead my beloved hounds to the 
hunting-grounds any more. But bum these ill- 
fated arms of my first warfare, or hang them up as a 
reproach to ungrateful Diana.” 

“ Or taking ” frustra ” with ** comere,” ” which thou wert 
wont to trim, though I scorned it, in vain." 
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Obrujt Hesperia Phoebum nox umida porta, 
imperils properata lovis ; nec castra Pelasgum 
aut T^’rias miseratus opes, sed triste, tot extra 
agmina et immeritas ferro decreseere gentes. 
panditur immenso deformis sanguine campus : ^ 

illic arma et equos, ibant quibus ante supcrbi, 
funeraque orba rogis ncglectaquc membra relinquunt. 
tunc inhonora cohors laceris insignibus aegras 
secemunt acies, portaeque, ineuntibus arma 
angustae populis, latae ccpcrc revcrsos. 10 

par utrimque dolor ; scd dant solacia Thebis 
quattuor errantcs Dananra sine praesidc turmae : 
ceu mare per tumidum viduae moderantibiis nlni, 
quas deus et casus tcmpcslalcsque gubcrnant. 
inde animus Tyriis non lam sua castra, scd ultro 16 
hostilem scrvare fugam, ne forte Mycenas 
content! rcdiissc pctant : dat tessera signum 
excubiis, positaequc vices ; dux noctis iipertae 
sorte Meges ultroque Lycus. lamque ordinc iusso 
arma, dapes igneinque ferunt ; rex firmat euntes ;20 
** victorcs Uanaum — nec cnim lux crastina longe, 
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Deavy Night ovenvhelmed Phoebus in the gateway 
of the West, hastened by the commands of Jove ; 
nought pitied he the Pelasgian camp nor the Tyrian 
forces, but he grieved that beside the warriors so 
many innocent folk should fall by the sword. Far 
stretches the plain, a vast unsightly sen of blood ; 
there they leave tlicir arms, and the steeds whereon 
before they went so proudly, and tlic corpses de- 
prived of their pyres and the neglected limbs. Then, 
an unsightly troop with tattered ensigns, they with- 
draw their exhausted lines, and the gates tlint were 
so narrow ns they tlirongcd to battle arc all too 
broad as they return. Each side is alike distressed, 
but Thebes has solace in the four Danann bands 
wandering witliout a chief: like aider vessels on 
the billowy deep that arc widowed of their helmsmen 
and steered by God and Ch.ancc and all the storms. 
Therefore the Tyrians are cnilnddcncd to keep wntcli 
no more on their own but rather on their foes* 

retreat, lest haply content to return they ‘hould make 
for Mycenae ; the w.atrlmonl gi\es the ‘jgna! to the 
sentinels, nnd j>osts arc ^rt ; Mr;:r4 liy h't, arid 
I.jcus at Ins re(Jlle^t are Ir-sdcrs «'f the jiieht's rnter- 
pi be. Aild now in mar^liallrd T.snV.^ they brifi;' 
nnjis nnd fiw^d and firr ; tlir kin? rljrer* the"s 
ns they po : “ ConqueroTN «‘f the Djiniar.' — f -r t<>- 
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ncc qunc pro timUIh Intcrccsscre tcncbrae 
semper cnint — nwgcte nnimos ct cligna sccundis 
pcctora ferte dels, incct omnis gloria Lcniac 
prnccjpuncqiic mnnus : stibiit iiltricia Tytlcus 25 
Tartara, Mors siibitnm nigri* stupet nuguris umbram, 
Jsmenos raptis tomet IJippomedontis optmis, 

Arcada bclligeris pudet ndntimcrare tropaeis. 
in manibns merecs, nusqunm capita ardua belli 
monstrataeque ducum septena per agmina crisfae ; 
scilicet Adrasti senium fraterque iuventa 31 

pcior et insanis Capanetis metuendus in ormis. 
ite age et obsessis vigilem circumdate flammam ! 
nulli ex hoste metus : praedam adsen’atis opesque 
iam vestras." sic ille truces Iiortatibus implet 35 
Labdacidas, iuvat exhaustos iterare^ labores ; 
sicut erant — puUis sudorque cruorque per ortus 
mixtus adhuc — vertcre gradum j vix obvia passi 
conloqula, omplexus ctiam dextrasque suorum 
excussere umeris. turn frontem aversaque terga 40 
partiti laterumque sinus, vallum undique cingunt 
ignibus infestis. rabid! sic agmine multo 
sub noctem coiere iupi, quos omnibus agris 
nil non ausa fames longo tenua^it hiatu : 44 

iam stabula ipsa premunt, torquet spes inrita fauces, 
balatusque tremens pingnesque ab ovilibxis aurae®; 
quod superest, duris adfrangunt postibus ungues, 
pectoraque et siccos minuunt in limine dentes. 

^ mgripu: Garrod conj. inieeri, and cp.vlii. 6 and x. 201. 

* fterare Pu s tolerare £>• 

* aurae (agnae written over) P : conversely D. 


“ Inconsistent with but he supposes that the seer’s 

body has been burnt, and that therefore his shade will be 
charred black, ef. viiL 6 “niffcr ab urna,” “ black from the 
ashes of tlie um.” ^ i.e., Parthenopaeus. 

322 



THEBAin, X. 22-48 


morrow's dawn is ncnr, and the darkness that saved 
the cowards will not last for ever — raise your spirits 
high and let your hearts be worthy of heaven s 
favour. All the glorj' of Lema, all her foremost 
might lies low : Tydeus is gone to avenging Tartarus ; 
Death starts to behold the black augur’s sudden 
shade ; “ Ismenos is swollen wth the plunder of 
Hippomedon's spoils ; the Arcadian ^ we are ashamed 
to count among the trophies of war. Our reward 
is in our hands, gone are the proud leaders of the 
host, and the chieftains* crests displayed along the 
sevenfold array ; formidable indeed is Adrastus’ 
dotage, and my brother’s more cowardly manhood, 
and Capaneus' frenzied arms i Forward then, and 
set your wakeful fires about their beleaguered camp. 
Ye need not fear the foe ; 'tis booty ye watch, and 
wealth that at last is yours.*’ Thus does he heap 
encouraging words upon the fierce Labdacidae : 
they rejoice to repeat the toils already endured. 
Just as tliey were, with dust and sweat and blood still 
caked upon their limbs, they turned to go, scarce 
heeding the farewells that would stay them, but 
shaking off the embracing arms and hand-clasps of 
their friends. Then sharing between them front 
and rear and cur\'ing flanfe they ring round tlic 
rampart with hostile flame. So gathers at night- 
fall a herd of ravening wolves, whom over all the 
country-side hunger that brings reckless daring has 
stan-ed with long privation ; already they are near 
the verj’ sheep-folds, hope unfulfilled and the feeble 
bleatings and juicy scents from the pens torture 
their throats ; at last they break their claws against 
the cruel stakes, and bruise their bodies and blunt 
their unfleshed fangs upon the doors. 
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At procul Argolici supplex in margine templi 
coetus et ad patrias fusae Pelopeides aras 50 

sceptriferae lunonis opem reditumque suorum 
exposcunt, pictasque fores et frigida voitu 
saxa terunt parvosque docent procumbere natos. 
condiderant jam vota diem ; nox addita curas 
iungit, et ingestis vigilant altaria flammis. 55 

peplum etiam dono, cuius mirabile textum 
nulla manu sterilis nec dissociata marito 
versarat, calathis castae velamina divae 
baud spemenda ferunt, variis ubi plurima floret 
purpura picta modis mixtoque incenditur auro. 50 
ipsa illic magni thalamo desponsa Tonantis, 
expers conubii et timide positura sororem,' 
lumine demisso pueri lovis oscula libat 
simplex et nondum furtis offensa mariti. 
hoc tunc Argolicae sanctum velamine matres 55 
induerant ebur, et lacrimis questuque rogabant : 
“aspice sacrilegas Cadmeae paelicis arces, 
siderei regina poll, tumulumque rebellem 
disice et in Tliebas aliud — potes — ^excute fulmen.” 
quid faciat ? scit Fata suis contraria Grais 70 

aversumquc lovem, scd ncc pcriisse procatus 
tantaque dona vclit ; tcmpus tamcn obvia magni 
fors dedit auxilii. videt alio cx adhere clusa 
moenia et insomni vallum stationc teneri : 
horruit irarum stimulis motaque vcrendum 76 

turbnvit diademn coma : non saevius arsit 

* sororcm pudorem Di furorem (eorreeted from 

sororcni) 
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But far away a suppliant train of Pelopean dames, 
prostrate before their native altars and on the thres- 
hold of the Argolic fane, implore the help of sceptred 
Juno and the return of their loved ones, and press 
their faces to the cold stones and painted doors, and 
teach their little children to kneel. Tlie day was 
already spent in entreaties : night comes and adds 
cares, and the altars keep vigil w’ith high-piled 
fires. They bear too a gift in a basket, a robe whose 
uiarvellous texture no hand of cliildless wife nor 
of any parted from her husband had wought, a 
garment full worthy of the chaste goddess : thereon 
was much purple, gaily embroidered in manifold 
design and blazing with intenvoven gold. She 
herself was there, promised in marriage to the great 
^^^uderer, but not yet a bride and timidly putting 
off her sisterhood ; with downcast eyes she kisses 
the youthful Jupiter, a simple maid, nor yet offended 
by the secret loves of her husband. Witli this robe 
the Argive matrons at that time veiled the sacred 
ivo^ image, and with tears and supplications made 
their prayer ; “ Look upon the sacrilegious tow’crs 
of the Cadmean harlot,® O Queen of the starry pole, 
shatter that rebel hill, and hurl — for thou canst— 
soother thunderbolt against Thebes.” What can 
^0 do ? She know's the Fates are adverse to her 
Grecians, and Jove’s favour is turned away, but slie 
would that such prayers and gifts were not wasted ; 
nevertheless, a ready chance gave occasion for potent 
aid. From lofty heaven she sees the city-gates 
closed and the rampart gu.arded by sleepless sentinels ; 
the stings of anger tlwilled her frame, and stirred 
her hair and shook the awful diadem : no more 
fiercely did she rage, when alone in heaven she felt 
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Ucrctilrrtc cum mnlrh oniK grmlnn^quc TonantU 
pcculillus vncu!^ Indl^narcttir (n n^trii. 
crptj Intcmptnta 5ntiml ttitlcrdiue cnptoi 
clcsllnnl Aonlnn Iclo prnclicrc, suamqtic 80 

orbilxin nccinpl willlU Itibct Irln ct ornnc 
tnnndat opiM. pnrct dea clam poluniquc 
linquSt cl In terras lonpo stHpenditur arcu. 

Stnt .super oeclduac nolmlnsn cuhlll.n noclis 
Aetbiopasque nljos, nuHi pcnctmbitts astro, 

Iticus iners, subterque envh grave rupibus antrum 
it vacuum in inontcni, qua ile^idis atria Somnt 
sccurumqne larem segnis Natura locnvit. 
limen opnea Quics ct pigra Obtivio servant 
ct numquam vigUi torpens Ignavia voltu. OO 

OUa vcstibulo prassisque SiJenlia pinnis 
muta sedent abiguntquc truces a culminc ventos 
ct ramos errarc vetant ct murmura demunt 
alitibus. non bic pclagi, licet omnia clament 
litora, non ullus cadi fragor ; ipse profundis 03 
valUbus cfTugiens speluncae proximus amnis 
saxa inter scopulosque taect^ : nigrnntia circum 
armcnta, omne solo recubat pecus, et nova raarcent 
germina,® terrarumque incllnat spiritiis herbas. 
mille intus simulacra dei caelaverat ordens 100 

Mulciber ; hie haeret lateri redimita Voluptas, 
hie comes in requiem vergens Labor, est ubi Baccho, 
est ubi Martigenae socium pulvinar Amori 
obtinet. interius tecti in penetralibus altis 
* tacet w ; iacet P. 

‘ * germina Puti gramina late uss. and edd. 


• Because the night was prolonged to twice its length. 

* The Aethiopians of the far West ; they were usually 
spoken of as being in tlie Bast or South. 
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wath against Alcmene for her offspring and for 
the Thunderer’s twofold® adultery. Therefore she 
determines to make the Aonians, sunk in the timeless 
bliss of slumber, a prey to death, and bids her own 
Iris gird herself with her wonted circles, and commits 
to her all her task. Obedient to command, the 
bright goddess leaves the pole and Mings her M-ay 
down her long arc to earth. 

Beyond the cloud-UTapt chambers of M'cstern 
gloom and Aethiopia's other realm*’ there stands a 
motionless grove, impenetrable by any star ; be- 
neath it the hollow recesses of a deep and rockj' cave 
run far into a mountain, where tlic slow hand of 
Nature has set the halls of lazy Sleep and his un- 
troubled dM'elling. Tlie threshold is guarded by 
shady Quiet and dull Forgetfulness and torpid Sloth 
Mith ever droM*sy countenance. Ease, and Silence 
with folded wings sit mute In the forecourt and drive 
the blustering winds from the roof-top, and forbid 
the branches to sM\ay, and take away their Marblings 
from the birds. No ro.ar of the sea is here, though 
all the shores be sounding, nor yet of the sky ; the 
vcrj’ torrent that runs down the deep valley nigh 
the cave is silent among the rocks and l)ou!deri ; 
by its side arc sable Iirnls, and sheep rrrlining one 
and all upon the ground; the fresh buil< Mithrr, 
and a breath from the earth makes the pTA^^r~% sink 
and fail. Within, glowing Mulriber linl ranril a 
thousand bkenev'-es of ibr pixl : l>rrr wrrathrx! 
I’lr.asure clings to hU s-idr, here I^lK*ur driw’pi'-.g 
to rrjMvsc bears him company, lirrr hr »h*rr-t a o ‘U -h 
"ith Baechu«, tbrrr wit!» |ji»\c, thr rl.i’.l ef N!»r» 

I urlhcr wjtlun, in tlir secret pltrcs if tl.r pilicr h- 
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et cum Morte iacet, nullique ea tristis imago* 105 
cemitur. hae species, ipse autem^ umentia subter 
antra soporifero stipatos flore tapetas 
incubat ; exhalant vestes et corpore pigro 
strata calent, supraque tOTum niger efflat anbelo 
ore vapor ; manus haec lusos a tempore laevo HO 
sustentat crinis, haec cornu oblita remisit. 
adsunt innumero circum vaga Somnia vultu,^ 
vera simul falsis permixtaque tristia blandis,^ 
noctis opaca cohors, trabibusque aut postibus haerent, 
aut tellure iacent. tenuis, qua circuit aulam, 115 
invalidusque nitor, primosque hortantia somnos 
languida succiduis exspirant lumina dammis. 

Hue se caeruleo libravit ab aethere \irgo 
discolor : effulgent silvae, tenebrosoque Tempe 
adrisere deae, ct zonis lucentibus icta 
cvigilat domus ; ipse autem nec lampade clara 
nec sonitu nec voce deae perculsus eodem 
more iacet, donee radios Thaumantias omnis 
impulit inque oculos penitus descendit inertes. 
tunc sic orsa loqui nimborum fulva creatrix ; 1-5 

“ Sidonios te luno duces, mitissime divum 
Somne, iubet populumque trucis defigere Cadmi, 
qui nunc eventu belli tumefactus Achneum 
pervigil ndservat vallum ct tua iuna recusnt. 
da precibus tantis, rara est hoc posse facultas 130 
placatumque lovem dextra lunone mereri.*’’ 

* JAntt JOO-5 only in F^and tome laU uss, 

* cernitur. hae (haccA'/o^s) species, ipseautem lol/mer: 
cemilur haec s})ecies autem Px Ipse autem vaaius curls w. 

* Linet 1 12-17 only in /’, 112-15 in a us. o/ Corp, Vhritt. 
Coll. Or/oril. 

* tristia hlandis edJ.x flumlna flamnils P {from 117), 
Tarimtt eonjreturft ly edd. 

* xntTcriti/i sercri/’j tatren late uss.^ Gronniut. 
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lies with Death nlso» but that dread image is seen 
by none. Tlicsc are but pictures : lie himself be- 
neath humid caverns rests upon coverlets heaped 
with slumbrous flowers, his garments reek, and the 
cushions are warm uith his sluggish body, and above 
the bed a dark vapour rises from his breathing mouth. 
One hand holds up the locks that fall from his left 
temple, from the other drops his neglected horn.® 
Vague dreams of countless shapes stand round about 
him, true mixed with false, flattering with sad, the 
dark brood of Night, and cling to beams and doorposts, 
or lie on the ground. The light about the chamber 
is weak and fitful, and languid gleams that woo to 
earliest slumbers vanish as the lamps flicker and die. 

Hither from the blue sky came in balanced flight 
the varicoloured maid ; the forests shine out, and 
the shady glens smile upon the goddess, and smitten 
"ith her zones of radiance the palace starts from its 
sleep ; but he himself, awoken neither by the bright 
glow nor by the sound or voice of the goddess, lay 
motionless as ever, till the Thaumantian ** shot at 
him all her splendours and sank deep into his drowsy 
vision. T! . .. ioner 

of clouci Juno 

bids th- • ■■ ■ ,! '. - ’ ■ ! ' ■ . ■ I the 

folk of ruthless Cadmus, who now, puffed up by the 
issue of the flght, aie watching in ceaseless vigil the 
Achaean rampart, and refuse thy sway. Grant so 
solemn a request — rarely is this opportunity vouch- 
safed, to Avin the favour of Jove wth Juno on thy 

“ Elsewhere alluded to by Statius, ii. 145, vi. 27, never, 
apparently, by other poets. * Iris, daughter of Thaumas. 

* “fuivus '^is a regular epithet of gold ; Iris seems to be 
regarded as creating the clouds on which she shines. 
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dixit, et increpitans languentia pectora dextra, 
ne pereant voces, itenimque iterumque monebat. 
iUe deae iussis vultu, quo nutat, eodem* 
adnuit j excedit gravior nigrantibus antris 135 

Iris et obtusum multo iubar excitat imbri. 

Ipse quoque et voluerem gressum et ventosa citavit 
tempera, et obscuri sinuatam frigore caeli 
impievit chlamydem, tacitoque per aethera cursu 
fertur et Aoniis longe gravis imminet ar^ds. 
illius aura solo volucres pecudesque ferasque 
explicat, et penitus, queracumque® supervolat orbem, 
languida de scopulis sidunt freta, pigrius haerent 
nubila, demittunt extrema cacumina silvac, 
pluraque laxato cedderunt sidera caelo. 1^5 

primus adessc deum subita caligine sensit 
campus, et innumerae voces fremitusque virorum 
submisere soniuu ; cum vero umentibus alis 
incubuit piceaque baud umquam densior umbra 
castra subit, errare oculi rcsolutaquc colla, ISO 

et medio adfatu verba imperfecta reJinqui. 
mox et fulgentes clipeos et saeva remittunt 
pila manu, lassique cadunt in pectora voltus, 
et iam cuncta silent : ipsi iam stare recusant 
comipedes, Spsos subitus cinis abstulit ignes, 153 

At non et trepidis cadem sopor otia Grais 
suadet, et adiunctis arcct sua nubila castris 
noctivogi vis blanda dci : stant undique in armis 

* vultu quo nulat codem P s dubium mixtiimque sopori u. 

• qucmcumque l'J> t qusmcumque w, quacumque A'. 

• noddln;? as he ever tioea in 8lun>ber. 

* Sleep h somelirnes represented with wjn;js upon Ms 
temples, as may be seen in a vreU-known bronre figure of 
530 
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side.” Slic spoke, nnd with her hnnd beat upon liis 
languid breast, and charged him again and yet again, 
l^t her message be lost. He with Jiis own nodding 
nsage ® nods assent to the goddess' command ; o’er- 
weighted with the caverns* gloom Iris goes forth, 
and tricks out her beams, made dim by showers of 
rain. 

Himself too he bestirred both swift progress and 
his wind-tom temples,* and filling his mantle’s 
folds Mith the chill dark air is borne in silent course 
through heaven, and from afar swoops down in might 
upon the Aonian fields. Tlie %vind of his coming sets 
birds and beasts and cattle prostrate on the ground, 
and, whatsoever region of the world he posses in 
his flight, the waves sUde languidly from the rocks, 
more lazily cling the clouds, the forests bow their 
summits, and many a star drops from the loosened 
vault of heaven. The plain first felt the god’s 
presence by the sudden coming of a mist, and 
the countless voices and cries of men were hushed ; 
but when he brooded with de^vy ^vings and entered 
the camp, unsubstantial as a pitchy shadow', eyes 
W'avered and heads sank, and w'ords w’ere left un- 
finished in mid'speech. Next shining bucklers and 
cruel spears are dropped from their hands, their 
faces fall in weariness upon their breasts. And now 
Universal silence reigns : even the hom-footed steeds 
refuse to stand, even the fires are quenched in sudden 
ashes. 

But slumber woos not the anxious Greeks to the 
Same repose, and the niglit-w’andering, persuasive 
deity keeps his mists from the camp hard by ; on 

Hypnos {Greel Bronzes, A. S. Murray, p. 73). Cf. also Th*h. 
V.433. 
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foedam indJgnantes jioctem \’jgnesque superbos. 
ecce vepens superis animum lympliantibus horror 
Thiodamanta subit formidandoque tumultu 
pandere fata iubet, sive hare Saturnia mentem, 
sive novum comitem bonus instigabat Apollo, 
prosilit in medios, visu audituque tremendus 
impatiensque dei, fragili quern mente receptum 16 
non capit : exu'ndant stimuli, nudusque per ora 
stat furor, et trepidas incerto sanguine tendit 
exhauritque genas — acies hue errat et illuc — 
sertaque mixta comis sparsa ccrvice fiagellat. 
sic Phryga terrificis genetrix Idaea cruentum 1'^*^ 
elicit ex adytis consumptaque bracchia ferro 
scire vetat j quatit ille sacras in pectora pinus 
sanguineosque rotat crines et vulnera cursu 
exanimat •. pavet otnnfe ager respersaque cuUtix^ 
arbor, et attoniti currum erexere leones. US 

Ventum ad consilii penetralc domumque verendanx 
signorum, magnis ubi dudum cladibus aegcr, 
rerum extrema movem, frustra consultat Adrastus. 
stant circum subiti proceres, ut quisque perempto 
proximus, et magnis loca desolata tuentur ISO 

regibus baud laeti seque hue crevisse dolentes. 
non secus amisso medium cum praeside puppis 
fregit iter, subit ad vidui* moderamina clavi 
aut laterum custos, nut quem penes obvi'a ponto 
prora fuit : stupet ipsa rntis tardeque sequuntur 185 
arma, nec acccdlt domino tutcla minori, 

* niltrjx Pli : cuUrw w. 

• vldul « I clubU P. 


* {.t., Juno. <la»>r)>trr of Saturn. 

• i.e., the pine, tacred to Cybele, and bespattered by the 
blood of her >ol4rifS. 
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ricry fjdr tJirr !n Arm*, in «TAtli nl tlic li.itcfnl 

ploom And tJ^lr fr*r*' jimncl «cnlin<'1». Lo ! n*iiddcn 
frcnrv, !irA\fn-}n«pirrtl. »rl/c* lliIfnlAmn*, And In 
Awful Itimuh Md* 1dm *lmw fortli ihc fnlc*. whctlicr 
SnlumiA * firr<I li5m willi ihl* rr*nl\c, or klndlv Apollo 
Indlrtl Id* nrw Atjrntl-irjt. He ni*l>cs (nlo the midst, 
fc.irful to sec nn<! to liCAr, nncl Impnllrnt of the god, 
"horn his frnll mind had rccchcil hnt cotdd not 
contain ; hN pangs ovrnsliclm him, stArk madness 
reigns «|>nn hi* ^|s.^pc, .and the iinccrl.aln hlood now 
distemls, now rhhs from Ids trcmhllng checks ; his 
gaxc darts here and there, he shakes nnd scatters 
^ Ids shmddcrs the wrenths entwined In his locks. 
Tims docs the Idacan mother summon from tlic 
tcrrihlc shrine the hloo<hstained Phrj'ginn nnd make 
nim unconscious of his knife^hneked nrms ; he bents 
tlic holy pinc'hrands against Ills breast, and tosses 
ids gor)' hair and deadens Ids wounds by running ; 
nil the Country-side nnd the bespattered votary 
tree ^ feels terror, and the panic-stricken lions rear 
the chariot high. 

Now liad Ijc reached the inner council-cliamber and 
the revered home of the standards, where Adrastus, 
long distressed by the dire disasters, takes fruitless 
counsel for their desperate plight : the new-appointed 
chiefs stand about him, each the next successor to the 
slain, and occupy the empty places of the mighty 
princes, feeling no joy but rather grief that they are 
raised so high. Even so svhen a bark has lost its helms- 
uian and stopped in mid-voyage, either the watchman 
of the sides or of the svave-breasting prow’ succeeds to 
the guidance of the widowed helm ; the ship herself 
is all aghast, and the very tackling is slow to obey the 
Word, nor does she brook the protection of a lesser 
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ergo nincor treplJos sic crigjt migiir Acliivos : 
"mngim dcurn ninmintn, duces, monilusque verendos 
ndvcliimus, non line nostro dc pcctorc voces : 
illc cnnlt, ciil me fannilnri ct sumcrc vittns 
veslrn tides, Ipso non discordnntc, subegit. 
nox fccundft opcnim pulclirncquc nccommoda fraud! 
pnnditur nugurio dlvom ; voent obvia Virtus, 
ct poscit rortuna mnnus, stupet obruta somno 
Aonidum Icgio : tempos nunc funera regum 195 
ulcisci miserumquc diem ; rapite nrma morasque 
frangite portarum : socus Ijoc subderc flammas, 
hoc tumulare suos. equidem haec et Marte diumo 
dum res infractae ptdsique in terga redimus — 
per tripodas iuro et rapt! nova fata magistri — 
vidi, et me volucres circum plausere secundae. 
sed nunc certa tides, modo me sub nocte silent! 
ipse, ipse adsurgens itenim tellure soluta, 
qualis erat — solos infeccrat umbra iugales — , 
Amphiaraus adit : non vanae monstra quietis, 205 
nec somno coniperta loquor. ‘tune' inquit, ‘inertes 
Inachidas — redde haec Parnassia serta meosque 
redde decs — tantam patiere amittere noctem, 
degener ? haec egomet caeli secreta vagosque 
edocui lapsus ? vade heia, ulciscere ferro 210 

nos saltern 1 ’ dixit, raeque haec ad limina visas 
cuspide sublata totoque impellere curru. 
quare agite, utendmn superis; non comwlnus hastes 
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lord. Therefore with spirited words tlic prophet 
rouses the hearts of the do^^'Ilcast Aclmeans ; “ Cliief- 
tains, it is the high commands and a-wful counsels of 
the gods that I bring you ; these words come not 
from my o^m breast ; he gives the oracle, whom your 
solemn >vord, he too consenting, constrained me to 
sen'e and to assume his fillets. Tlie divine augury 
reveals a night fruitful in achievement and well fitted 
for glory-Arinning guile ; Valour meets and beckons 
us, and Fortune implores our arms. The Aonian 
legions are sunk ’neatlx thcspell of slumber : now is the 
time to avenge our 

day ; snatch up j’our • • . ! • ■ ‘ ■ 

hindering gates ! T1 • * * • . • ■ 

comrade’s pjTCs, this means their burial. This saw 
I during the battle of the day, when our arms were 
stricken and we fled defeated to the rear — I swear 
it by the tripods and the strange fate of my lost 
master — I saw it, and the birds around me sang a 
favouring strain. But now my belief is sure. Only 
now beneath the silent night he himself — liimself, 
Amplxiaraus ! — rose up again from the chasm of 
earth, even as he was — ^the shades had touched liis 
team alone — and came towards me i ’tis of no vain 
phantom of night, or vision of sleep that I tell. 

^ Wilt thou allow the idle sons of Inachus,* he cries, 
— restore then those Parnassian nTeaths, give me 
back my omi gods ! — to lose so favourable a night, 
degenerate one ? Was it thus I tauglit thee all the 
secrets of the sky and the wandering flight of birds ? 
Begone ! for me at least take vengeance with tiic 
sword.’ He spake, and seemed to raise his lance, and 
to drivemc with all liis chariot’s force unto these doors. 
Arouse you, then, and use heaven’s favour; this is 
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slcmcndi : bc]Ium Incct, ct sncvirc potcstng. 
ccqui ndcnint, quo3 In^'cnti se ndtollerc famit 215 
noil pigcat, dum fata stnunt ? itcnim ccce bcnignae 
noctis nvcs ; scquor, ct comitum licet agmina ccssenti 
soliK CO ! ntqiic ndco vcnlt illc ct qunssnt liabcnas.” 

Tnlin vociferans noclcm extorbabat, cuntquc' 
non sccus necensi proccrcs, qimni si omnibus idem 220 
corde deus : flagrant comitari ct iungerc casus, 
ter denos numcro, turmnrum robora, iussus 
ipse legit ; circa fremit indignata iuventus 
cetera, cur maneant castris ignavaqiic servent 
otia : pars sublime genus, p.ars facta suorum, 225 
pars sua, sortem alii clamant, sortem undique poscunl. 
gaudet in adversis animoque adsvirgit Adrastus. 
vcrtice sic Piioloes volucrum nutritor cquorum, 
cum fetura gregem pccoroso vere novavit, 
laetatur cernens hos mentis in ardua nlti, 230 

hos innare vadis, certare parentibus illos ; 
tunc vacuo sub corde movet, qui molle domandi 
ferre iugum, qui terga boni, quis in arma tubasque 
natus, ad Eleas melior quis surgere palmas : 
tabs erat turmae doctor longaevus Achivae. 235 
nec deest inceptis® : “ unde haec tarn sera repentc 
numina? qui fractos superi rediistis ad Argos ? 
estne hie infelix virtus ? gentique superstes 
sanguis, et in jniseris animorum semjna durant ? 
laudo equjdem, egregU iuvenes, pulchraque meorum 

^ eunlque " s eumque PJ>. 

* deest inceptis EliUf Qonrodi deest coeptis Pwj cf, viii. 
236, 
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no hanfl-lo-li.nnfl «laWnp of tlir foe ; Iiia men He 
pro'lratr, sn*! ye may Inltr four rc'cn^c. ill ony 
come fftrnnnl, rearlv In rt.nlt !}icm«cU‘C^ to mighty 
fame, •whilr Ihc Intea Allow? I» ! once Again the 
hinU of night are mupielotK ; I fcOlow them, and 
though mv mmradri* t roopa lie Idle, I go alone I Ay, 
and there hr too corner. «liaklng his reins 1 
With such mV' did hr disturb the night J the chiefs 
pour fonvanl, fired ns though the same god inspired 
tile hearts of all : tlicv liiim to accompany him, and 
share his fortune'. Ily command he chooses thirty 
himself, the flower of all the host; the rest of the 
youth demand In vTathfid clamour, why remain they 
in tlic camp inglorlously at c.asc ; some plead their 
noble birth, some their kinsmen’s deeds, others their 
o^'Ti, others again shout for the lot, and all take up 
the cr}’, Adrastus exults in his adversity, and his 
spirits rise. 'Jims upon Pholoc’s height a rearer ol 
swift coursers rejoices when the breedlng-tirne ot 
prolific spring lias renewed his stud, and he beholds 
some straining up steep mounUin-paths, some swim- 
ming the stream, others vjing witli their sir«, 
then in idle thought he ponders which he shall tame 
to bear a gentle s’oke, which will make good riders, 
which are born for arms and trumpets, which best 
fitted to win the palm of Elis : such was the age 
chieftain of the Achaean host. Nor does he fail the 
enterprise : “ Whence of a sodden comes so late the 
favour of heaven? mat gods are 7 ^, who have 
turned again to Argos in her distress . s us 
valour born of misfortune ? Does the Mgour o our 
race still survive, and seeds of courage “dure m 
spite of adversity ? Yea, I praise you, heroic yo“lhf , 
and enjoy nay warriors* glorious mutiny ; bu i 
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stcmendi : helium litccl, ct sncvJrc potestfts. 
ccqui ndenmt, quos ingcntl sc ndlollcre fnma 215 
non pigeat, dum /nta slnunt ? itcrum cccc benignae 
noctis nves ; sequor, ct comitum licet ngmina ccssent. 
solus CO ! ntquc adco venit illc ct quassat babenas.’ 

Tnlia vociferans noclcm exturbabat, cuntquc^ 
non sccus accensi proccrcs, quam si omnibus idem 220 
corde deus : flagrant comitari ct itingerc casus, 
ter denos numcro, turmarum robora, iussus 
ipse legit ; circa fremit indignata iuventus 
cetera, cur maneant enstris jgnavaquc servent 
otia ; pars sublime genus, pars facta suorum, 225 
pars sua, sortem abi clamant, sortem undJqueposcunt. 
gaudet in ndversis animoque adsurgit Adrastus. 
vertice sic PJioIoes volucrum nutritor cquorum, 
cum fetura gregem pecoroso vere novavit,. 
laetatur cemens lies mentis in ardua niti, 230 

hos Innare vadis, certare parentibus illos ; 
tunc vacuo sub corde movet, qui molle domandi 
ferre iugum, qui terga boni, quis in arma tubasque 
natus, ad Eleas melior quis surgere palmas : 
tabs erat turmae ductor longaevus Achivae. 235 
nee deest inceptis®: “unde haec tarn sera repente 
numina? qui fractos superi rediistis ad Argos ? 
estne hie infelix virtus ? gentique superstes 
sanguis, et in miseris animorum semina durant ? 
laudo equidera, egregii iuvenes, pulchraque meorum 

1 euntque w j curnque PD. 

* deest inceptia £llhf Oarrodi deest coeptisPw; cf. viii. 
236. 
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no hand-to-hand slaying of the foe ; his men lie 
prostrate, and ye may take your revenge. Will any 
come foi^vard, ready to exalt themselves to mighty 
fame, while the Fates allow ? Lo I once again the 
birds of night are auspicious ; I follow them, and 
though my comrades’ troops lie idle, I go alone ! Ay, 
and there he too comes, shaking Ids reins ! ” 

With such cries did he disturb the night : the chiefs 
pour forward, fired as though the same god inspired 
the hearts of all : they bum to accompany Iiim, and 
share his fortunes. By command he chooses thirty 
himself, the flower of alt the host ; the rest of the 
youth demand in wathful clamour, why remain they 
in the camp ingloriously at ease ; some plead their 
noble birth, some their kinsmen’s deeds, others their 
own, others again shout for the lot, and all take up 
the cry. Adrastus exults in his adversity, and his 
spirits rise. Thus upon PholoS’s heiglit a rearer of 
s^Wft coursers rejoices when the breeding-time of 
prolific spring has renewed his stud, and he beholds 
some straining up steep mountain-paths, some svim- 
ming the stream, others vying with their sires ; 
then in idle thought he ponders which he shall tame 
to bear a gentle yoke, which wll make good riders, 
which are born for arms and trumpets, which best 
fitted to win the palm of Elis : such was the aged 
chieftain of the Achaean host. Nor does he fail the 
enterprise : “ Whence of a sudden comes so late the 
favour of heaven? ^^^^at gods are ye, mIio Iiavc 
turned again to Argos in her distress ? Is tins the 
valour born of misfortune ? Docs the vigour of our 
race still survive, and seeds of cour.nge endure In 
spite of adversity ? Vea, I praise you, lieroic youths, 
and enjoy ray warriors* glorious routiny ; but it is 
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seditionc fruor ; sed fraudem et operta paramus 241 
proelia, celandi motus : numqiiam apta latenti 
turba dolo. servate animos, venit ultor in hostes 
ecce dies ; tunc arma.palam, tunc ibimus omnes." 
his tandem virtus iuvenum frenata quievit : 245 

non alitei* moto quam si pater Aeolus antro 
portam iterum saxo premat imperiosus et omne 
claudat iter, iamiam spcrantibus' aeqiiora ventis. 

Insuper Herculeum sibi iungit Agyllea vates 
Aetoraque ; hie aptus suadere, Inc robore iactat 250 
non cessisse patri ; cotnites tribus ordine deni, 
horrendum- Aonlis et contra stantibus agmen. 
ipse novi gradiens furta ad Mavortia belli 
ponit adoratas, Phoebea insignia, frondes, 
longaevique duels gremio commendnt honorem 255 
frontis, et obiatam Polynicls muncrc grato 
loricam galeamque subit. lerus Actora magno 
ense gravat Capancus, ipse liaud dignatus in hostem 
ire dolo superosque sequi. permutnt Agylleus 
arma trucis Nomii ; quid cnim fafientibus umfarfs 
arcus et Herculeae iuvissent bcila sngittac ? 2CI 
Jnde per abruptas castrorum ex aggere pinnas, 
nc gravis cxclamcl portae mugitus aenae, 
praecipitant saltu ; nec longum, et protinus ingens 
praeda solo ceu iam exonimes multoque peracti 203 
ense iacent. “ ite, o socii, quacumquc voluptas 
caedis inexhaustac, supcrlsque faventibus, oro, 
siifUcite ! ” liortntur clara iam voce sacerdos, 

* eperartUbus wt flplninbbus PDLQ. 
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fraud and a hidden assault that we dense, our move- 
ments must be concealed ; a crowd ill fits a secret 
ruse. Nurse tlien your rage, lo ! dawn will bring 
vengeance on our foes ; then shall the fight be open,- 
and all take the field ! *’ Tliese words at length re- 
strained and allayed their ardour : even so might 
father Aeolus, when the cave is in a tumult and the 
^^•inds are already yearning for the deep, sternly set 
another rock against the door, and wholly bar their 
passage. 

Beside the rest the seer takes with him Agylleus, 
son of Hercules, and Actor: persuasive of speech is 
Actor, the other boasts strength equal to his sire’s; 
with each go ten companions, a troop that even 
in open fight the Aonlans would fear. He himself, 
since he goes to unwonted battle and a ruse of war, 
lays down the sacred leaves, the emblems of Plioebus, 
and entrusts the glory of his brow to tlie bosom of the 
aged prince, and dons helm and corslet, the w’elcome 
gift of Polynices. Fierce Capancus fastens his heniy 
sword on Actor, not deigning liimsclf to go by 
stealth against the foe, or to follow where heaven 
wads. Agylleus borrows the arms of truculent 
Nomius ; for what would the bow and shafts of 
Hercules have availed him, battling amid deceiving 
shades ? 

Then, lest the brazen hinges groan too loudly, they 
leap down from the steep battlements of the fortress 
Wall ; nor is it long before lo I their prey lies v.ast 
upon the ground, as though already lifeless and slain 
hy many a sword. “l‘on%’anl, friends, whither- 
soe‘cr delight in carnage unsated takes you, and 
^^low yourselves worthy, 1 pray, of hea\ en's favour ! *’ 
^'ow with loud %oicc the seer exhorts them, “See 

3S9 



STATJUS 


*’ccmllls cxpO‘:Uns turpi mnrcorc coJiortcs? 
pro pudor f ArpoUpits liinc niisi obsidcrc portns, 270 
id scn nre viros ? ** sfc fntus, ct exult ensem 
fulmlncum r;tpld/)quc mnnu morienth transit 
ngndnn. quls niimcrct cAcdcs, ftut nomine turbaro 
exnnlmcm sif'nnrc queat ? sublt ordine nullo 
tergaque pcctornque ct galeis inclusa rcllnqult 275 
murraura pcrmwcctque vagos in sanguine manes : 
luinc tcmcrc cxpllcltum slrntis, hunc sero remissis 
grcsslbus inlapsum cllpco ct male tela tenentem, 
coetibus bos mediis vinn inter et arroa iacentes, 
adclines clipeis alios, ut qucmquc ligatum 2S0 

infelix tcllure sopor supremaque nubes 
obruerat. nec numen abest, armataque luno 
lunarem quatiens exserta lampada dextra 
pandit iter drmatque anlmos et corpora monstrat. 
sentit adesse deam, tacitus sed gnudla celat 285 
Thiodamas ; iam tarda manus, jam debile femim 
et callgantes nlmiis successibus irae. 

Caspia non aliter magnonun in strage iuvencum 
tigris, ubi immense rabies placata cruore 
lassavitque genas et crasso sordida tabo 290 

confudit maculas, spectat sua facta doletque 
defecisse faraem : victus sic augur inerrat 
caedibus Aoniis ; optet nunc bracclua centum 
centenasque in bella manus ; iam taedet inanes 
exhaurire minas, hostemque adsurgere mallet. 295 
Parte alia segnes magno satus Hercule vastafc 
Sidonios Actorque alia, sua quemque cruento 
limite turba subit : stagnant nigrantia tabo 


“ Seems to mean a torch kindled from the lunar fires 
(e/. X. 370). 
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^ the coliorls base torpor ? Shame on them ! 

Dared these bclcagiicr Ar/jivc gales, and keep watch 
on heroes ? ** So spake he, and drew his flashing 
prortl, and with swift hand passed over tljc doomed 
lines, \\1io conld reckon up tJic slauglilcr, or give 
names to all the crowd of corpses ? At random he 
goes o cr hacks and lircasts, and leaves behind Ijim 
groans stifled in their helm’s, and mingled all his 
Wetims in a welter of blood ; one stretched carelessly 
upon a couch, another slipping w'itli reeling steps 
upon his shield, too late, and fumbling with liis 
others lying in a throng amid wine and weapons, 
others propped against their shields — each one just 
as ilhfatcd slumber and the night that was their last 
had bound and cast them to the ground. Nor lack 
they dl\ine power, but armed Juno frees her right 
hand and brandishing a lunar torch ® makes clear 
their path and strengthens their courage and displays 
the bodies. Tliioclamas feels her presence, but con- 
ceals his joy in silence ; already his hand groAVs 
slow’, and his blade weak, and his fury is dimmed by 
too much success. Not otherwise does a Caspian 
tigress, amid a mighty slaughter of bullocks, when 
t^ury appeased by streams of gore has wearied out 
her jaws and stained her stripes in foul clotted 
Corruption, behold her work, and grieve that her 
appetite fails ; so wanders the augur fordone among 
the Aonian corpses : now' would he have a hundred 
arms, a hundred hands to fight with ; already it 
irks him to squander menaces in vain, and he could 
iWsh the foe would rise against him. 

Here the son of mighty Hercules, there Actor 
destroys the sluggish Sidonians, each followed by his 
own band along a path of slaughter i the grass is 
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ortiis. cunt IncUl per macsln sJlcntia ma^ls 
pa';sibus cxlmitsta<;quc <!olent pallcrc tenebras. 

Invidn fnln pHs ct fora ingentibus nusis 
rarn comes, inm enstrn vident anjmi'jqucproplnquant, 
ct ciccrcscit omis, subtti cun> pulvcris umbra 3S(3 
ct sonus a tergo. monitu dticis acer agebat 
Amphion equites, noctem vigilataque castra 
cxplorare datus, primusquc per avia campi 
usque procul — nccdttm lotas lux solverat umbras — 
nescio quid visu dubitim inccrtumquc moveri 391 
corporaque ire videt ; subitus mox fraude reperta 
cxclamat : “ cohibetc gradum quicumque ! ” sed hostes 
esse patet : miscri pergunt anteirc timcntque 
non sibi ; tunc mortem trepidis minitatur et hostam 
expulit, ac vanos alte levat cminus ictus, 398 

adfectans errare manum. stetit ilia Dymantis 
ante oculos, qui forte prior grcssumque repressit. 
at non magnanimus curavit perdere iactus 
Aepytus, et fixo transverberat Hoplea tergo 400 
pendentisque etiam perstrinxit Tydeos arznos. 
labitur egregii nondum ducis immemor Hopleus, 
exsplratque tenens — felix, si corpus ademptum 
nesciat — et saevas talis descendit ad umbras. 

Viderat hoc retro conversus et agmina sentit 405 
iuncta Dymas, dubius precibusne subiret an armis 
instantes ; arma ira dabat, fortuna precari, 
non audere iubet : neutri fiducia coepto. 
distulit ira preces ; ponit miserabile corpus 
ante pedes, tergoque graves, quas forte ferebat, 410 
548 
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betray. Mute they go with long strides through the 
sad silences and grieve that the exhausted gloom is 
paling to the dauTi. 

Fate is envious of devoted souls, and good luck 
goes rarely ^vith great ventures. Already they see 
the camp and in thought are at the gates, and lighter 
^ows the burden, when there is a sudden cloud of 
dust and a sound behind them. It was bold Amphion 
at the head of his troop, bidden by his chief to explore 
the night and the guarded camp ; he is the first to 
see far away on the pathless plain — not yet had the 
hght dispersed all the shadows — something stirring 
faint and doubtful to the sight and bodies moving ; 
th^ on a sudden he discovers the fraud and cries : 

Halt, whoe’er ye be I ” but ’tis plain they ore the 
toe } on go the liapless ones, and fear, tijough not 
for themselves j then he threatens the anxious pair 
with death, and flings his spear, but, aiming in 
pui^osed error, sends it high .and far beyond them. 
Before the eyes of Djanas it fell, who by clmncc was 
m front : he halted ; but Aepytus, proud of soul, 
Jiot to lose his throw, and transfixed the back 
of Hopleus, grazing thereby the shoulder of Tydeus 
as he hung. Hopleus falls, not yet forgetful of Iiis 
peerless chieftain, and dies still clutching him— 
happy Were he ignorant that the corpse was lost — 
®nd in such wise descends to the cruel sliades. 

HjTnas had turned and seen, and knew th.nt b.ittle 
was joined, and doubted whether to use arms or 
prayers against the oncoming foe : «TatIi urgea 
arms, fortune bids iiim trj' prayer not danng; 
neither resource brings confidence. Anger forbade 
entreaty ; before his feet he places the hapless body, 
and flings on his left arm a hea\y tiger’s hide tliat 
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cxnvini, in Incrnm tnrquct ct obstnt 
cxscrtnm oblcrtnns niucroncm, inquc omni.i teb 
versus ct nd cnedem iiixtn mortcmquc parnlus : 
nt Jen, qunin mc^'o fetam pre5scrc cubili 
venantes Numidne, iintos crcctn .superstat 
mente sed* incertn, ton'um ac miscrnbile frendensj 
ilia qutdem turbarc globos ct frangerc morsu 
tela queat, sed prolLs amor cnidclia vincit 
pectora, ct a media catulos circumspicit ira. 
ct iam laeva viro, quamvis saevire vetaret 420 

Ampliion, crepta mantis, pucrique trahuntur 
ora siipina comis. sertis tunc denique supplex 
demisso mucronc rogat : ** moderatius, oro, 
ducitc, fidmlnci per vos cunabula Bacebi 
Inoamquc fugam vestrique Palaemonis annos I 425 
si cui forte domi natorum gaudia, si quis 
hie pater, nngusti pucro date pulveris liaustus 
exlguamque facem ! rogat, en rogat ipse tacentis* ! 
voltus : ego infandas potior satiare volucres, 
me praebetc feris, ego bella audere coegi.” 430 
“ immo ” ait Amphion, “ regem si tanta cupido 
condere, quae timidis belli mens, ede, Pelasgis, 
quid fracti exsanguesque parent ; cuncta ocius effer, 
et vita tumuloque ducis donatus abito." 
horruit et toto praecordia protinus Areas 435 

implevit capulo. “ summumne hoc cladibus ” inquit, 

“ deerat, ut adflictos turparem ego proditor Argos? 
nil emimus tanti, nec sic velit ipse’ cremari.'* 

t sed Garrodi subPw: sui Ht\nsi\is» 

* tacentis MarUand : iacentis Pw. 

, * sic . • • ipse u : si . . . iste P. 
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he wore by clinncc upon his bnck, and liolding out his 
bared blade he stands on guard, and turns to face 
cverj* dart, prepared both to slay and to be slain : :as 
a lioness lately whelped, beset by Numidian hunters 
in her savage lair, stands above lier 3 ’oung, erect but 
doubting in her mind, and utters a wild and melan- 
cholj' roar ; full well could she scatter their array and 
snap their weapons in her jaAvs, but love of her off- 
spring overcomes the fierceness of her heart, and 
from the midst of her rage she looks round upon her 
cubs. And now the hero's left hand has been cut 
away, though Amphion bade them use no ^^olence, 
and the boy is dragged along bj' his hair with face 
upturned. Then at last, too late a suppliant, he lets 
fall his blade and makes entreaty : “ Carry him less 
roughl)*, I praj' j'ou, bj' the cradle of lightning-born 
Bacchus and tlie flight of Ino and your own Palae- 
jnon’s tender j*ears ; if any of j’ou know at borne the 
joy of clxildren, if any here is a father, grant the lad 
some few handfuls of dust, and a little fire : lo I he 
implores, he implores j’ou with mute countenance ; 
better that I should sate the accursed fowls, cast me 
to the wild beasts, ’twas I that made him dare the 
fight.” “ If so great be thy desire to bury thy 
prince,” Amphion cried, “ tell us, what plan of war 
have the scared Pelasgians, what purpose they in 
their broken, lieartlcss state ? Quick, out with it 
all, and we g^ant thee to depart alive and give burial 
to thy chief ! ” The Arcadian shuddered, and on the 
instant plunged his sword up to the hilt in his o^vn 
breast. “ Was this then lacking,” he cried, ” to 
crown our woes, that I should dishonour and betr.ay 
Argos in her hour of need ? Tluat were too dearly 
bought, nor would he himself wish for the pjTC at 
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yic Alt, ct mnpno pwcissum volncrc pcctui 
Jnlccit pucro, isuprcmAquc murmtirA volvcns : < 

** hoc tnmcn IntcrcA njcciim' potlnrc* scpnlcro.” 
talcs optntis rcpun In complcxlbus nmbo, 
par insJgnc nnimis, Actolus et inclylus Areas, 
cprcglas clliant animns Ictoqnc fniuntur. 

VOS quoqnc sacratl, qtiamvls mca carmina surgant 
infcriorc lyra, memorcs supcrnblMs annos. 
forsUan ct comites non nspcrnabltur umbras 
Eur^’aliis Plirj'gilquc admlttct gloria Nisi. 

At ferus Amphion, regi qut facta reportent 
cdoccnntquc dolum captivaque corpora reddant, 45 
mittit ovans ; clash ipse insultArc PeJas^h 
tendit ct abscises sociorum ostcndcrc voltus. 
interea redueem murorum e culmine Grai 
Thiodamanta Wdent nee lam erumpentia celant 
gaudla. ut exsertos enses et caedc recent! 
arma rubere notant, novus adsilit aethera magnum 
clamor, et e summo pendent cupida agTizfna vaWo 
noscere quisque suos. volucriim sic turbo recentum, 
cum redueem longo prospexH in acre matrem, 
ire cupit contra summique e margine nidi 460 

exstat htans, iamiamque cadat, ni peetore toto 
obstet aperta parens et amantibus inerepet alts, 
dumque opus arcanum et taciti compendia Martis 
enumerant laetisque suos complexibus implent 
Hopleaque exquirwnt tardumque Dymanta queruntur : 
ecce et Dircaeae iuxta dux concitus alae 466 

* mecum Oarrodt eltui*: claro u: saltern conj. Klotzi 
sed tu Vollmer: AeAtro eonj. Alton. 

• poUare w5 policre J): poUore P (with a written over). 
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such a cost." So spc.'tking, he tore a mighty gash 
in his breast, and casting him do^vn upon the lad with 
his last breath murmured : ** Yet receive mean- 
while this burial Mith me I '* Tlius in the longed- 
for embraces of their chiefs do both the noble- 
minded pair, Actolian alike and famed Arcadian, 
breathe out their peerless souls and taste of death. 

too are consecrate, though my songs soar for a 
less lofty IjTC, and wall go down the unforgetful 
years. Perchance too Euryalus will not spurn his 
comrade shades, and tlie glory of Phrj'gian Njsus >rill 
not say them nay. 

But fierce Amphion sends in triumph heralds to 
report his doings to the king, and inform him of the 
crafty attack, and deliver back the captured bodies ; 
he himself proceeds to insult the beleaguered Pelas- 
^ans, and to display their comrades' severed heads. 
Meanwhile from the summit of the walls the Greeks 
perceive Thiodamas returning, nor conceal any more 
their joyous outbursts. But when they saw their 
naked swords and arms all red Avith recent carnage, 

^ fresh shout leaps upward to the broad sky, and 
eager throngs hang from the rampart’s top, Avhile 
each one looks for his oaati. Even so a croAvd of 
nestlings, seeing their mother returning through the 
air afar, Avould fain go to meet her, and lean gaping 
from the edge of the nest, and Avould even noAv be 
falling, did she not spread all her motherly bosom 
to save them, and chide them Anth loAing Avings. 
And Avhile they recount their hidden deeds and the 
pvift Avork of silent Avar, and clasp their friends in a 
long embrace, they look for Hopleus and complain 
of Dymas’ sloAvness : and lo ! Amphion, the com- 
mander of the Theban band, had draAvn nigh in 
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.Venerat Arnphion ; non longum caede reccnti 
laetatus ^adet innumcris fen'ere catenis 
tellurem ntque una gentem exspirare ruina. 

■qui tremor cllcita^ cacii lampade tactis, , 
liic fixit iuvenem/paritcrque horrore sub uno 

'vox, acies sangmsquc peril, gemitusque parantcm 

ipse ultro cbnvertit equus ; fugit nla rctorto 
pulvere. nondum ilU Thcbarum claustra subibant, 
ct iam Argiva cohora noctumo freta triumpho <''5 
prosilit in campos ; per ct arma ct membra iacentum 
tactraque congeric sola scmianimumque crtiorcm 
corriipedcs ipsique ruunt : gravis exteril nrtus 
ungula, sanguineus lavat imber ct impedit axes, 
duiec virls line ire via, ecu tecta superbi 
Sidonia atquc ipsas calccnt in sanguine Tlicba’. 
liorlntur Cnpancus • *' satis occultata, Pcla^gif 
delituit virtus : nunc, nunc milii vincerc puiclirum 
teste die ; mccum clainorc ct pulvere apcrlo 
ite pnlam, iuvencs : sunt ct inlbl provida dcxtrac 
omina* ct Jiorrcndi slrlcto murrone furores." 
sic nit ; nrdentes nlnccr succcniiit Ailrastus 
Arpilirusqur gener, scqiiitur inrn trhtinr nugiir. 
ianique premunt rnuri»s — ct adfiur nova fiuirra nnrr.it 
AnipJji'tfj-.«rniirram«nir Intrarant prolintM urlit'in, 
tii Mrgarrus sprruls ritijt ctclamasie t flb nita : 

i^il.subrunt nidr iindiqm* ’ 

l’.»t tibi tJ It sirrs nirriius tinior : oc'iin orririi* 
fi'i» ; •fhi dum f<irdius artnl 

• wrf, / 1 /'j j c<v- 

tij 

* .Aa k,; « r r.n /'t e’-»j. nuniJr.4 (i.J. 
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.Venerat Ampliion ; non longum caede rcccnti . 
laetatus ^idct innumeris fervcre catenas 
tcllurem ntque una genl'cm cxspirarc ruina. 

•qui tremor clicita^ cadi dc lampade tactis, ’•■0 
hie fixit iuvencm.'paritcrqiie Ijorrorc sub uno 
vox, acics sanguisqnc perit, gemitusque paranlcm 
Ipse ultro convertit cquus; fugit ala retorto 
pulvcrc. nondum ilU Tljcbarum claustra subibant,^ 
ct iam Argiva coliors noctiimo freta triumpho 
jirosilit In campos ; per ct arma ct membra laccntuni 
tactraque congcric sola scmianimumqtie cruorrm 
cfimipcdfs ipsifjuc ritiint : gravis exterit nrltis 
ungula, sanguineus lavnt Imbcr ct Impedit axes, 
dulcc xiris hac Ire \ia, ecu tecta superb! 

SIdonia ntfjue Ips.xs calcenl In sanguine Tliel»a'<. 
bortatur Capaneus • "satis oecullatn, J’da'gi. 
delituit siftm : nunc, nunc luihl vinerre pulcbrum 
trstc dir j trieeum el.unorc ct pulvcrr nperto 
Itr palatu. iusenn : sunt ct mild j>rii\itla dettr-ic 
ondni* ct horrcndl strb to nuirr(>nr furores.' 

• ir sit : Sftlrntra ftlircr sijrrrriilil AflrasllJS 
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to bar the Ogygian, courageous Spartan -warriors 
break in, and fall in the threshold slain, Panopeus, 
dweller upon Taygetus, and Oebalus, s^vimmer of 
rough Eurotas ; thou too, Alcidamas, who didst 
prove thy worth in every wTCstling-ground, and of 
late win \'ictory in Nemean dust, thou for whom the 
son of Tjmdareus himself fastened thy first gloves ; 
dying thou lookest toward the vault where thy 
master shines ; straightway the god sinks with 
averted star. Thee tlie Ocbalian woodland, thee 
the Laconi.an maiden^s deceitful river-bank shall 
mourn., and the flood® that the feigned swan once 
^ng of ; thou shalt be wept by Trivia’s Amyclacan 
N^phs, and thy mother who taught thee the law’s 
and valiant rules of war shall lament that thou wert 
too apt a scholar. Thus does Mavors wreak his fury 
on the threshold of Echion’s tou-n. 

At length Acron, heaving with Ids shoulders, and 
lalmenides, leaning all his body's weight, forced to 
the bronze-clad doors : with sucli strength do groan- 
mg bullocks cleave side by side the long-unploughcd 
fields of Pangaeum. Yet cqu.al is the loss to their 
labour’s gain, for they have kept the foe within, and 
^ut ^ out their own countrjTncn. Ormenus the 
Grecian is slain within the w.aUs, and while Amyntor 
stretches imploring .arms and pours out pr.nycrs, his 
head is severed, and words and face alike fall to 
®arth, and at the blow a slmpcly necklace drops frojn 
his nock into the liostilc dust. Meanwhile the ram- 
part is breached, the first lines give way, and already 
t^roops of iafantrj' arc at the walls ; but the horses 
fear to leap tlie wide trenches and shrink back in 
«larm, and panic-struck at the vast abyss man el that 
*hey are dn\ en on ; now they start forw ard from the 
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to bar the Ogygian, courageous Spartan warriors 
break in, and fall in the threshold slain, Panopeus, 
dweller upon Taygetus, and Oebalus, s^rimmer of 
rough Eurotas ; tliou too, Alcidamas, who didst 
prove thy worth in every WTCstlmg-ground, and of 
late win rictory in Ncmean dust, thou for whom the 
son of Tjmdarcus himself fastened thy first gloves ; 
dying thou lookest toward the vault where thy 
master shines ; straightway the god sinks with 
averted star. Tliec the Oebalian w'oodland, thee 
the Laconian maiden's deceitful river-bank shall 
mourn, and the flood that the feigned swan once 
sang of ; thou shalt be wept by Trivia’s Amyclaean 
NjTnphs, and thy mother who taught thee the laws 
and valiant rules of war shall lament that thou wert 
too apt a scholar. Thus does Mavors wreak his fury 
on the threshold of Echion's towm. 

At length Acron, heaving with his shoulders, and 
lalmenides, leaning all his body's weight, forced to 
the bronze-clad doors : with such strength do groan- 
ing bullocks cleave side by side the long-unploughed 
fields of Pangaeura. Yet equal is the loss to their 
labour’s gain, for they have kept the foe witliin, and 
shut out their own countrymen. Ormenus the 
Grecian is slain within the walls, and while Amyntor 
stretches imploring arms and pours out prayers, his 
head is severed, and words and face ahke fall to 
earth, and at the blow a shapely necklace drops from 
lus neck into the hostile dust. Meanwhile the ram- 
part is breached, the first lines give way, and aheady 
troops of infantr}’ are at the walls ; but the horses 
fear to leap the mde trenches and shrink back in 
alarm, and panic-struck at the vast abyss man-el that 
they are driven on : now they start fonvard from the 
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waTginc ah cxlrcmo, nunc spontc In frcna rcccdunt. 
hi pracfixn solo vclUmt muntminn, at illi 625 

portarum obiectus minuunt ct fcrrca sudnnt 
claustra rcmoliri, trabihusquc ntquc acre* sonoro 
pclhint saxa loco ; pars ad fn^^tigia missas 
cxsultant hncsKsc faces, pars ima laccssunt 
scrutanturque envas caeca tcstudinc turres. 630 

At Tyrii, quae sola sntus, enput omne coronant 
murorum, nigrasque sudes ct lucida ferro 
spicula ct arsuras each per inania glandes 
saxaque in adversos ipsis avolsa rotabant 
mocnibus: exundant saevo la«tigia nimbo, ' , 635 

armatacque vomunt stridentia tela fenestrae.' 
qualiter aut hfalcan aut alta Ccraunia supra 
cessantes in nubc sedent nigrisque locantur- 
collibus et subitac saliunt in vela proccllae : 
tails Agenoreis Argivom cxercitus armis* ’ 640 
obruitur j non ora nnim, non pectora flectit 
imber atrox, rcctosque tenant in inoenia voUus 
immemores leti et tantum sua tela videntes. 

Anthea falcato lustrantem moenia cumi 
desuper Ogygiae pepuUt gravis impetus hastae ; 645 
lora excussa manu, retroque in terga volutus 
semianimos artus ocreis rctmentibus haeret ; 
mirandum visu belli scelus : arma trahuntur, 
fumantesque rotae tellurem et tertius hastae 
sulcus arat ; longo sequitur vaga pulvere cervix, 650 
et resupinarum patet orbita lata comarum. 

^ trabibusque atque acre Poafffafg s trabibusque artata «» 
trabibus et ariete P: trabibusque aut acre Kohlmann, tr. 
atque assere duro, Oictnt fidibusque artata sonoris conj- 
Garrod. 

• locantur Buryi locuntur P: legantur Si legunlur 
teguntur X) {vilh le- vritten over). 

• nrmis « t orans P. 
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edge, now of their owti accord.recoil upon the reins. 
Some tear from the ground the planted palisades, 
others hack at tlie defences of tlie gates and sweat 
to force away the iron barriers, and with beams and 
sounding bronze drive stones from their places ; 
some hurl torches roofwards and exult wlien tliey 
stick fast, others assail the foundations and witli tlie 
blind tortoise sap the base of hollow' towers. 

But the Tyrians — their only means of safety — 
crowm the summit of the battlements, and hurl 
charred stakes and shining darts of steel against tlje 
foe, and stones torn from their omi w’alls, and missiles 
that catch fire as they go through the void of air { a 
fierce deluge streams from the roof-tops, and tlic 
barred windows spew* forth lu'ssing javelins. As 
when the tempests sit motionless in the clouds over 
Malen or tall Ceraunia's mount and arc ranged about 
the darkened liills, then suddenly swoop upon the 
sails beneath; so is the Argivc host overwhelmed 
by tlie Agenorcan arms; yet the relentless rain 
turns aside neither face nor breast, the warriors keen 
their gaze steady upon the walls, forgetful death 
and seeing nought but their owm weapon^. jute 
Antheus drives his scythed car round the Tlieban 
" alls the violent impact of an Ogygian s]>car ^trIKr>l 
him from above ; the reins arc toni from his gra'p, 
and, scarce alive, he Is hurled to the rear ujvin ii>. 
hack, but sl.nvs caught bv his greairs; strange 
tight and horrible fate of war! his .min are dragirr.! 
“long, the smoking vhfcl> and the *)>rxr 
furro« ploughing the earth ; to t..< 

hr.id folloMs in a long wake of du-t, sr»d t..r 
track of the outspread Ic»ck» shows c.rir. 
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At tuba luctl/icis pulsat dnn^oribus urbcm 
obsacptnsquc fores sonitu perfringit amaro. 
diviscrc nditus. oinnique in limine sac\'us 
signifer, ante omnes sua dnmna ct gaudia portans. 
dlra intus facies, vix Mayors ipse videndo 550 

gaudeat ; insanis lymplialnm liorroribus urbem 
scindunt dissensu vario Luctusque Furorque 
et Payor ct caccis Fuga circumfusa tenebris. 
bellum intrassc putes : fer\'ent discursibus arces, 
miscentur clamorc viae, fernim undlque et ignes 501 
mente Aident, saevas mente accepere catenas, 
consumpsit ventura tlmor : iam tecta replerunt 
templaque et ingratae vallantur plonctibus arae. 
una omnes eademque subit formido per annos : 505 

poscunt fata senes, ardet palletque iuventus, 
atria femineis trepidant ululata querellis. 
flent pueri et flendi nequeunt cognoscere causos 
attoniti et tantum matrum lamenta trementes. 
illas cogit amor, nec habent extrema pudorem : 570 

ipsae tela viris, ipsae iram animosque ministrant, 
hortanturque unaque ruunt, nec avita gementes 
limina nec parvos cessant ostendere natos : 
sic ubi pumiceo pastor raptums ab antro 
armatas erexit apes, fremit aspera nubes, 575 

inque vicem sese stridore hortantur et omnes 
hostis in ora volant, mox deficientibus alls 
amplexae flavamque domum captivaque plangunt 
mella laboratasque premunt ad pectora ceras. 


• I.#., the standard, emblem of each one’s fate, whether 
sad or glorious. 

• “shame,” of appearing in public. 
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But now tlic tntmpct’s cJnnpour smiles tlic city 
^Tth dismay, and its Iiarsli sound penetrates tlje 
narricaded doon. Titer divide tlie approaches, and 
pale there stands a fierce cnsign*bearer, 
raising high for nil to see tlicir sniTcrings or their 
jo}’s." Dreadful Is the sight within, scarce Mars 
himself would rejoice to behold it ; Grief and Fui^’ 
and Panic, and Hoiit enwrapped in blinding gloom 
rend with many-voiced discord tl»c frenzied, liorror- 
stricken town. One would think the battle was 
"ilhin ; men arc hurr^'ing to and fro about the 
Citadel, the streets arc full of clamour, evciy'svhere 
they sec in imagination sword and fire, cveiynvhere 
cruel chains. Fear anticipates the future ; already 
houses and temples arc thronged, and the ungrateful 
shrines arc ringed with lamentation. Old and voung 
ahke arc in the grip of one universal terror ; the old 
men pr.av for dcatli, the young flush ^ritli ardour and 
grow pale by turns, the houses rock with the shriek 
of W'omen’s wailing. Children weep, nor know' the 
Cause of their weeping, but stand aghast and tremble 
at their motliers' sobs. Tliem love constrains, nor does 
utmost need admit of shame * ; with their owm hands 
they give weapons to the men, with their owm voices 
they fire them to MTath and valour, and exhort them, 
and rush with them to battle, nor cease amid their 
tears to show them tlieir ancestral homes and helpless 
babes. So when a Iiusbandman, on plunder bent, 
has aroused the armed bees from their rocky cavern, 
the angry sw’arm is in an uproar, inciting each other 
with loud buzzing, and all fly in the enemy’s faces ; 
hut soon A\ith failing wrings they clasp their waxen 
home, and bewail the rifled store of honey, and press 
to their bosoms the laboured combs. 

561 



.‘TTATIfS 


NVr non nnrlpUh imsTn-il 
(lMrnnlr-»rjijr trriJ fiuilu* : fil rr<IJ<'fr frrtlfrm'— 
nrr nin'^nnl, rlinx^iir turnuUti— » 

fnlilrfr rccnft lnl>rnt ; jMfllJ rri'rrnitJ-i 

j *' \rn!ftt pnrtiifnqjjc !i»<* roniputrt Annum. 
CnilnjnT'.qtir r\^ul inlutot 

Infrlix trnrlirnH ; niitmi rpj ^.inrjJJinc fraudc^ 
cl pcriiim luani rc^jnliH rrltnitm noxnc ? *’ 

Inth* «lil : *• ‘.era htn lam \ltjrrri* mai'ull.” 
'1‘ircslftM alii IncntnN rl •.iippHrc cnctu 
orntit, qumlquc ntiutn •.oJnrncn In nrti^, 
rio^ssc ftitiirn ropaiil. tend lllr Inclii«n premUque 
frttn tlcurn : '• (julanr ante ihici hrne credita iKxtro 
con’sHm ct moriitu^, cum pcr/jila l>c)la vclnrem ? 
to tmnen, Inrclix," Inipiit* **per>turnqiic Tlicbe, 
si tnecam, ncquco mher cxnmllrc rndentem 
Argolicuniquo <>culis Imiirlrc vncnntlbu^ ignem. 
vinenmur, I'ictns; pone hein nltnrla, nrgo, 
quncr.amus supero*?/* facil ilia, neicque sngaci 
sanguincos flnmmnrum npicos gemtnunique per aras 
igncni ct clara tanien mediae lastigin lucis COO 

orta docet ; tune in spccicni serpentis inanem 
ancij>iti g}'ro volvi frangiqiie ruborem 
demonstrat dubio, patrinsque inluminat umbras, 
ille coronates iamdtidum amplectitur ignes, 
fatidicum sorbens XTiltu flagrante vaporem. 0C5 

stant tristes horrore comae, vittasque prementes 
caesaries insana levat : diducta putares ’ ‘ 

* fratrem Pu t fratri laU irss., Sandslroem. 


« i.e., “do ye ask my counsel now because . . 

> lit by Argives. 

,-i r.3 — * . . see n. on 1. 7S0. 

i.e. not clear 
frangi ” is to be 
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Tile crowd nlso is filled \vith the strife of opposing 
tongues, and spreads discordant passions ; some, 
with no muttered voice, but outspokenly and in open 
tumult, bid the brother restore the kingdom ; in 
their distress all reverence for their prince is lost J 
“ Let him come, and here make up the count of his 
bargained year, and salute — unhappy exile ! — his 
Cadmean home and his father’s blindness ; w'hy 
should my blood atone the fraud and the 
miscreant s traitorous crime ? ” Then others : loo 


late is good faith now, he would rather conquer. 
Others in a tearful suppb'ant throng implore Tiresi^, 
and ask—the only solace in adversity— to learn the 
future. But he w'itliliolds and keeps hidden the 
destinies of heaven : “ Is it because * our m^arch 
so trusted my warning counsels before, when I 
forbade per/idious warfare f Yet, unhappy 
he cries, " that art doomed to destruction should 1 
be dumb, I cannot endure miserably to hear^ ol 
thy fall and with these empty eyes to drink 
in Argolic*' flames. Let me yield, O T^cty . ho 
maiden, set the altars, let us inquire of the gods 
above.” She obeys, and keenly gazing inmj™] i"'” 
of blood-red points of flame and a twofold hre 
upon the altar, and how the middle blaze yet 
rises high and clear ; then she teaches her doubt- 
ing sire that the ruddy 

shaped with double coil into the ghostlv likeness 
of a serpent" and illumin.itcs her father s gloom. 
He straightway spreads his arms about tlie gar- 
landed fire, and absorbs the prophetic vai»ours «it i 
globing countcn.ance. bair ris« m lomi 

dismay, and the grey locks madly lift ^ ^ _ 
cov ering nileU : one « ould think las cy cs « ere opem 
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lumlnn consumpUtmquc gcitU rctliN'^c nitorcm. 
Ifijnlcm cxundnnti pcrmlslt verba furori ; 

“ nuditc, o sontes, extrema litnmina divum, 
Labdaetdae : vcnll alma sabi*;, sed Umitc duro. 
Afarthis Infcrias ct saeva cfllngiUt anguis 
sacra : cadat generis quicumquc novissimus exstat 
viperei, dntur lioc tnntum victoria pacto. 
felix, qui tanta lueem mercede rcKnquet." 

Stabat fatidici propc saeva altnria vatis 
macstiis, ndhuc patrioc ct tantum communia lugens 
fata, Creon : grnndem subiti cum fulminis ictum, 
non sccus ac torta traicctus cuspide pectus, 
accipit exanimis scntitquc Mcnoecca posci. 
monstrat enim suadctque timer ; slupet anxius alto 
corda metu glaciante pater t Trinacria qualis - 


ora repercussum Libyco mare sumit ab aestu. 
mox plenum Phoebo vatem et celerare iubentenx 
nunc humilis genua omplectens, nunc ora canentJS 
nequiquam reticcre rogat ; jam faraa sacratam 
vocem amplexa volat, clamantque oracula Thebae. ^ 
Nunc, age, quis stimulos et pulcbrae gaudia mortis 
addiderit iuveni — neque enim haec absentibus 


umquam 

mens homini transmissa dels — memor incipe Clio, 
saecula te quoniam penes et digesta vetu^tas. 631 
Diva lovis solio iuxta comes, unde per orbem 
rara dari terrisque solet contingexe, Virtus. 
seu pater omnipotens tribuit, sive ipsa capacis 
elegit penetrare viros, caelestibus ut tunc 635 


S64 


Sicilian. 
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and the lost glow Ijnd returned ngain to In's cheeks. 
At Icngtli he gftvc vent in words to the flood of his 
frenzy : " Listen, ye guilty sons of Labdocus, and 
hear the last sacrifice of all 1 Kindly salvation 
cometh, but by a hard path. TI»c snake of Mars 
demands a victim and a cruel ofTcring : the latest 
bom of the serpent-brood must fall, at this price alone 
can victory come. Happy is he whose death shall 
win so great a guerdon J " 

Creon, sad at heart and mourning as yet only for 
his countiy and the common fate, stood by the stern 
altar of the prophetic seer : when with the shock of a 
sudden blow, as if a flung lance had pierced his breast, 
he heard, near dead with horror, and knew' Menoeceus 
was demanded. Fear points the truth, nor suffers 
doubt : he is benumbed by anguish, and an icy dread 
assails the father’s heart ; even so does the Trin- 
acrian® coast sustain the sea hurled back from the 
Libyan surge. Then humbly clasping the knees 
of the seer, who, full of Phoebus, bids him make 
speed, and touching the lips that chant the oracle, he 
entreats him to be silent, all in vain ; already rumour 
has seized the word and flies abroad, and Thebes 
proclaims the oracle. 

Come, now, tell w’ho fired the youth with joy in a 
noble death — for never without heaven’s aid is this 
uiind given to men — begin thou, unforgetting Clio, 
for the ages are in thy keeping, and all the storied 
annals of the past. 

The goddess Virtue, close companion of the throne 
of Jove, whence rarely she is wont to be vouclisafed 
to the world and to bless the earth, whether the 
almighty Father hath sent her, or she herself hath 
chosen to dw’ell in men worthy of her — how’ gladly 
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mnlor nb Aonlls pmcciula Amcntfn lucis : ' 830 

nicctini otiincs ntulctc dcnc I five 111c profunda 
missus noctc furofr Cnpnncaquc sl^a sccutae 
nmin lovcm contra Styginc rnpucre sorores# 
scu virtus egressa nio<lum« seu gloria pracccps, 
scu rnn^ne data fata* ncci,- scu lacta mnlorum 838 
principia ct blandac supcnim mortallbus Irae. 

lam sordcnt tcrrena viro tacdctquc profundae 
cacdls, et exhnustis olim Grainmquc suisque 
missilibus lassa respcxit In nctbcra dcxtra. 
ardua mox torvo mctitur culmina visu, ^ 

■ * a Intus arbore clusos, 

quc timcndus 
Jumine >ibrat ; 

arma rubent una clipcoquc incenditur ignis. 

hoc " ait, in Thcbas, iiac me iubet ardua virtus 845 
ire, Alenoeceo qua lubrica sanguine turns, 
experiar, quid sacra iuvent, an falsus Apollo.'* 
dicit, et altemo captiva in moenia gressu 
surgit ovans : qualis mediis in nubibus aether 
vidit Aloidas, cum cresceret impia tellus 850 

despectura deos nee adhuc immane veniret 
Pelion et trepidum iam tangeret Ossa Tonantem. 

Tunc vero attoniti fatorum in cardine summo, 
ceu suprema lues urbi facibusque cruentis 
aequatura solo turres Bellona subiret, 8S5 

* fata jPa, • fama latf mss. 


“ “ magnae data fata neci ” seems hardly Latin, but I 
have kept the iis. reading-; “fama” merely repeats the 
idea of” gloria praeceps"; “necis," Klotz’ssuffffestion, may 
be right. °° 

‘ A strange expression by which Statius means a ladder 
(the KXlnaKos of Aeschylus, Sept. 466). 
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frenzy must be summoned from the Aonlnn groves. 
Dare with me, goddesses all : whether that madness 
of his was sent from deepest night and the Stygian 
sisters dogged the banner of Cap.ineus and forced 
him to the assault against Jove, or whether ’twas 
Valour that brooked no bounds, or headlong love of 
or utter destruction’s appointed doom,® or 
success that goes before disaster and heaven luring 
to ruin in its wrath. 

Now earthly battles grow mean in the hero’s eyes, 
he is tired of the endless slaughter ; long ago have his 
o\\*n Weapons and those of the Greeks been spent, his 
right arm grows weary, he looks up to the sky. Soon 
'vith fronming gaze he measures the lofty battlements, 
and gets him a skyward leading path of steps in- 
Jiumerable, a tree guarding its either flank, ^ and 
terribly from afar he brandishes a flaring torch of 
oaken faggots : his armour glows red, and a blaze 
is kindled on his shield. “ By this road,” he cries, 

“ by this road my lofty valour bids me go to Thebes, 
where yonder tower is slippery with Menoeceus’ 
blood. I shall try what sacrifice avails, and whether 
Apollo be false.” He speaks, and climbs with alter- 
nate step exultant against the captured wall : even 
os the vault beheld the Aloidae® amid the clouds, 
when impious earth rose high and was like to look 
down upon the gods ; not yet had mighty Pelion 
been added and Ossa already touched the afiVighted 
Thunderer. 

Tlien indeed aghast, upon the utmost verge of 
doom, as though the last destruction threatened, or 
Bellona uith blood-stained brand drew nigh to r.aze 
their towers to the ground, from ever)* roof m 

• Otus and Ephialtes. Giants who tried to storm Graven. ^ 
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emulous baste they hurl huge stones and stakes, 
and wliirl the strong lash of the Balearic sling — what 
hope is there in javelins and the vague flight of 
arrows ? — nay, they eagerly plj’ their engines and 
impel great rocks against liim. But lie, unmoved 
by missiles assailing him in front or rear, hovers 
aloft in empty air, yet sure as though he planted his 
steps on the flat earth, and strives onward, and draws 
nigh in the teeth of fell destruction ; just as a river 
pressing upon the timbers of an ancient bridge 
assaults it with unresting waters, and now the 
stones gape and the beams are loosened ; wth the 
more \iolence— for he knows it— and greater surge 
he shakes and drags at the weakening mass, till the 
svdft current has burst all the fastenings, and 
triumphantly draws breath again, and flows on vith 
unhampered course. And when he stood out high 
above the long-attempted summit, and in towering 
height looked do^\•n upon the trembling city, and 
terrified Thebes vith his huge shadow, lie taunted 
the astounded folk; “Arc these Amphion’s insigni- 
ficant towers — for shame ! — are these the compliant 
Walls that followed an umvarlike song ? — that ancient, 
lying tale of Thebes ? And what glory is there in 
overthrowng a fortress built by a feeble Ijtc? 
There^vith he falls with foot and liand upon the 
masonry, and fiercely destroys the jointing and the 
flooring that would stay liim ; connecting^ bridges 
fall, the stone curbs of the covering roof give "'^7* 
and again he uses the dismembered mass, and hurls 
dow-n rocky fragments on temples and on houses, 
and now he is shattering the city with its oum 
fortress-walls. , . • i 

Meanwliile about Jove's throne the Argive ana 
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Ar^rollci Tyrilqur del ; pntcr nrqmis wtri«que 
n*;pfc!t Infrcntc5 nrclrnliim commfnus ira*? 
seqijc ob'ilnrc vMel. grmit ln<rn*nntc* noverca 
Liber ct obliquo rc5pcclnn^ lumine palrcm: 

“nunc ubi snevn mntius, menque bcu cunabala 
flnmmne, 

fulmcn, io ubi ftilnicn?** flit, gemit ftuclor Apolio» 
qufls eledit ipse, domes j Lernam Tbebasque repcndit 
mnestus ct intcnto dubitnt Tirjmtbius nrcu; 
matemos plnngit voluccr Danneius Argos; 
flet Venus Hnrmonlac populos metnensque manti 
stnt procul ct tacita Gratlh'um rcspicit ira. 
increpat Aonlos aiidax Tritonla divos, ® 

lunoncm taciturn furibunda siientia torquent. ^ 
non tamen hacc turbant pacem loWs : ccce quierun 
iurgia, cum mediis Capancus auditus in nstris. 
“nullane pro trcpidis *’ clamabat, “numina 
statis? ubi infandae segnes teJluris alumni, ^ 
Bacchus et Alcides ? pudet instigare minores. 
tu potius venias— quis cnim concurrere nobis 
dignior? en cineres Semeleaque busta tencntur—» 
nunc age, nunc totis in me coniterc flammis, 

luppiter! an pnvidas tonitru turbare puellas ^ 

fortior et soceri turres exscindcre Cadmi ? * 

Ingemuit dictis superum dolor; ipse furentem 
risit et incussa sanctarum mole comarum, 

“quaenam spes hominura tumidae post proelia 
Phlegrae 1 

* inservante PIf t infestante KQ marij, of 


• i.e., Juno. 

* The references here are to the oracle given by Apono 
at Delphi to Cadmus, which led to the founding of Thebe^ 
ef. vii. 664, and to the fact that Hercules was connected 
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the Tyrian deities were clnmrmring in diverse factions: 
the impartial sire beholds their ^\Tath blaze liigh 
Around him, and marks that he restrains it. Beneath 
his stepmother’s ® gaze Liber regards liis sire askance, 
and makes lament : " Where now is that ruthless 
hand?" he cries, "where al.as! is my cradle of fire, 
the thunderbolt, ay, where the thunderbolt ? ’’ 
Apollo * too laments the homes which once his 
command appointed ; the Tirynthian weighs Lerna ^ 
against Thebes, and hesitates wntli ready -strung bow; 
the ^vinged Danaan ^ grieves for his mother’s Argos ; 
Venus weeps for Harmonia’s folk, and fearing her 
husband stands apart and gazes at Gradivus in silent 
anger. Bold Tritonia blames the Tyrian ^ods, 
while speechless rage tortures the heart of silent 
duno. xet undisturbed is the peace of Jove 5 andlo! 
their quarrels ceased when in mid-heaven Capaneus 
was heard: "Are there no gods among you," he 
cries, “ who stand for panic-stricken Thebes ? 
Where are the sluggard sons of this accursed land, 
Bacchus and Alcides? Any of lesser name I am 
ashamed to challenge. Rather come thou — Avhat 
worthier antagonist? For lo! Semele’s ashes and 
her tomb are in my power! — come thou, and strive 
with all thy flames against me, thou, Jupiter! Or 
art thou braver at frightening timid maidens with 
thy thunder, and razing the towers of thy father-in- 
law Cadmus?" 

Loud rose the gods* indignant clamour at his wor^ ; 
Jove himself laughed at the madman, and shaking 
the thick mass of his sacred locks : * What hope has 
man after Phlegra’s arrogant assault ? ’ he says, 
botli with Thebes and Argos (Lerna) by descent. The 
Z^anaan is Perseus, son of DonaC, 
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tune cUnm fcrlentliui ? ** nit. prcmlt undiqnc Icntum 
turbn dctim frcndon^ ct Icln ultricln po^scit, 
ncc inm nutlet fntK turbntn nb-iUtcrc coniunx. 
ip'sn (Into nondum cnelcstl5 reptn sifrno 
spontc tonnt, cocunt ip^nc sine flnmtnc nubes 
ndcurruntque Imbres: Stygins nipNsc catenas ^ ^15 
Inpetum nut vinctnm* siipcrn nd convexa levari 
Innrimcn Actnanivc pules, pudet ista timere 
cacllcolns ; sed ctim in media vcrtiginc mundi 
stare Ninim insanasque vident dcposccrc pugnas, 
mirantur tnciti ct dubio pro fulminc pallcnt, 
coeperat Ogj'giac stipra fasligin turns 
arcanum mugire polus caclumque tenebris ' 
nuferri : tenet illc tamcn, quas non videtj arces» 
fulguroquc attritis quotiens micucre proccllis, 

“ his ” nit, “ in Thebas, bis iam deed ignibus uti» 
liinc renovarc faces lassamquc occendere quercum. 
talia dicentem toto love fulmen adnetum . • 
corripuit : primae fugerc in nubila cristae, 
et elipei niger umbo cadit, iamque omnia lucent 
membra viri. cedunt acies, et terror utrimque, 
quo ruat, ardenti feriat quas corpore turmas. 
intra se stridere facem galeamque comasque 
sentit,^ et urentem thoraca repellere dextra 
conatus ferri cinerem sub pectore tractat.® ^ 

stat tamcn, extremumquc in sidera versus anhelat> ^ 

^ vinclam K2, Feyraredi Ticlam SDKQKt viclum 
aut a/ter victum Kohlmann. 

* sentit/wi/io/; quaerit uss.t questtis Garrod: satvit 

* I/ines 932-4 only in X>S {belKeen lines) B (in marg-) oftd 
late iiss. 

* anhelat « ; adhaesit P^S. 

* Japetus was a Titan, imprisoned below the earth; 
volcanoes such as Aetna were thought to contain fettered 
giants and Titans. 
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and mu^t thou too be struck down ? ’* As he 
ncsjtatcs the gods throng round him, gnashing their 
cefh and crying for the Avenging wcnj)ons, nor any 
ongcr dares Ins anxious consort resist the Fates. 
^ >c heavenly palace itself thunders, though no sign 
^ given, the clouds themselves g.athcr and the 
^orms collect without the blast of any' wind ; one 
^,7 t ^ lapetus had burst his Sty'gian chains, 
j /ettcred Inarime or Aetna had been lifted 
o he heights above.® Such things tlie denizens of 
eaven feel shame to fear; but when they' see the 
czo stand midw.ay in the dizzy* lieight of air, and 
summon them to insane battle, they marvel in 
lienee, and grow' pale, doubting the thunderbolt’s 
power, Tlicn above tlic summit of tlie Ogygian 
o"er the vault began to bellow strangely*, and the 
b t in darkness ; y*et still he grasps the 

oattlctticnts he no longer sees, and ns often as the 
J|gntnings flashed through the rent stomj*clouds : 

, . here,” he shouts, “here at last are th6 fires 
tJS right to use ng.ainst Thebes f From them I may 
renew my torch, and awMkon my smouldering oaken 
brand. Even as he spoke, the thunderbolt struck 
bim, liurled with the whole might of Jove : Ins 
vanished into tile clouds, the blackened 
?”^^^'boss dropped, and all the hero’s limbs arc now 
u/umined. The armies both give w-ay, in terror 
ivhere he may fall, what squadrons he may* strike 
"l^h his burning body. He feels the flame Jiissing 
''■itin'n him and his helmet and hair afire, and trying 
to push away* the galling cuirass with his hand, 
touches the scorched steel beneath his breast. He 
Stands nevertheless, and turning towards licaven 



STATIUS 


pcclorflqnc invhh olifcit fiimnnt}n muris, Oi 

ne cndcret: scd mcmbrn vinjm tcrrcnn rcJfnqjiunt, 
c.xuititrquc pauhim si tnrci/ws nrtij? 

ccssisscnt, potuit ftilmcn spcrarc* secundum. 

* aperarc PDXS t frrrulsse u. 
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pants out his life nnd leans liis smoking breast on the 
hated battlcmcntsi lest he should fall ; but his 
earthly frame deserts the hero, and liis spirit is 
released ; yet had his limbs been consumed a whit 
more slowly, he might Iiavc expected a second 
thunderbolt. 
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Postqunm mngnnnimus furins virtulis iniqunc 
consumpsit Cnpnncus cxspirft\itquc rcccptum 
fulmen, ct nd terms longe comitatn endentem 
signnvit muros uUricis sennta flammne: 
componit dextrn victor concussn plngarum 
luppitcr et vuitu caetamqiie dicniquc reducit, 
gratantur superi, Phlegrac ceu fessus nnhekt 
proelia et Encelado fumanlcm impresserit Actnen. 
iUe iacet lacerac complexus frogmina turris, 
torvus adliuc \'isu memorandaque facta relinqucns 1 
gentibus atque ipsi non inlaudata Tonanti. 
quantus Apollineae temerator matris Avemo 
tenditur; ipsae horrent, si quando pectore ab alto 
emergunt, volucres immensaque membra iacentis 
spectant, dum miserac crcscunt in pabula fibrae t 
sic gravat iniectus terras liostiJiaque writ 
arva et anhelantem caelesti sulpure campwm. 
respirant Thebae, templisque iacentia surgunt 
agmina ; iam finis votis finisque supremis 
planctibus, et natos ausae deponere matres. 

At vaga palantes' campo fuga volvit Achivos. 
nec iam hostes turmae aut ferrum mortale timetur: 
^ palantes « : pallentes PQ» 
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When great-souled Capaneus had spent the fury of 
“IS unrighteous valour and gasped forth the levin- 
ure that lodged wthin him, and when the long track 
^^yenging flame that marked his fall to cartli had 
Its brand upon the walls : victorious Jove with 
right hand composed the shaken vault, and 
with his countenance restored the light of heaven. 
The gods welcome him, as though he were breatliless 
and weary after Phlegra’s flght, or had piled smoking 
Aetna upon Enceladus. Grasping the fragment of 
a shattered tower tlie Iicro lies, with a scou 1 yet upon 
his face, and leaving deeds for all the world to tell 
of, deeds that even the Thunderer might pnaise. As 
vast as in Avemus lies outstretched tlic dcfilcr of 
Apollo's mother,® whom even the birtls bebold aghast 
when they emerge from his cavernous brc.ast and view 
his huge extended limbs, w|iUc the vvTctchcd 
grow again to feed them : so Imnlcns lie the earth, 
flung prostr.ate, and scars the hostile firlih and the 
phain that gasps with the heavenly sulphur. 
draws breath once more, and tlie lK)«r<l suj)pl:tfits 
rise in the temples; vows and dr-peratr wailing 
have an end, and the mothers dare to jiut d<>wn thrir 
little ones. 


Hut the Achaeans arc swept over tlir p!»i'i t'l 
scattered, almlt^s rout. No more dj tlirv fr*r the 
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omnibus /inlc ocuJos Jrnc Jovis, omnibus nrdcnt 
nmm mctii pnlcnrqiic tonnnl,* vjsusqtic paventcs 
ipse scqiti cl profupis opponcrc Iiippitrr ignes. -•» 
iustnt Agcnorcus miles eaclrquc tumultu 
utitur: imlnmitos ut cum Mnssyln per nn'o 
nrmenti reges mngno leo fre^it Iiifttu 
ct contentus nbit; rnucl tune comminus ursi, 
tune nvitli vcncrc lupi, rnbieque remissa ^ 

Inmbunt degeneros ftlleime vtilnera pracdac.^ 
bine preniit Kur 3 'mcdon, cut rusticus horror in omus, 
rusticn tela manu, patrlumquc ngllnre tumiiltus: 
Pan illi genilor ; tener hinc conatibus annos 
egreditur iuvencmque patrcni puer ncquat Alat^eus. 
fclices nmbo, sed fortunatlor ille, 
quern genuissc iuvat ; nee inm dignosccre promptuin, 
quae magis arma sonent, quo plus eat liasta lacerto. 

Artatur denso fugientum examine vallum. ^ 
quas volvis, Gradive, vices ? modo moenia Cadnu ^ 
seandebant : sua nunc defendunt tecta Pelasgi 1 
ceu redeunt nubes, ecu circumflantibus auslris 
alternus procumbit ager, ceu gurgite cano 
nunc retegit bibulas, nunc induit aestus harenas. 
exspirat® late pubes Tirj’nthia, alumni " ^ 

exuvias imitata dei ; trux maeret ab astris 
Amphitryoniades Nemeaea in sanguine terga 
et similes ramos similesque videre pharetras. 
stabat in Argolicae feirato culmine turris 
egregius lituo dextri Mavortis Enyeus® 


* tenant Pws tremuntQ; tonant X> (with tremunt 

* exspiratP: procumbit w; expirat(cuinbittm7/#nortfr)P» 
■ Enyeus P t enipeus w. 
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of foe or mortal ‘(rcl : nil have the 
anpcrof,To\c hrforr thrir cyr«, nil In their Icrmrsce 
icir armour hlayinp nnd hear h»« thunder rinpinp 
•n their hclmel^; .ln\c |nm<clf «ccmcd to ptir^uc 
A firrv to their fllpht. Tlic warriors 

oI Apenor pre-^s hnnl u|>on them, nntl use the tumult 
^ the shy: as vhen upon Mns'^ylinn meads a lion 
•as cnished Milhin his miphty jaws the untamed 
jnonarchs of the hcnl, and departs, his lumper sated ; 

* hears draw niph and preedy svolvcs, 

and with abated rape cowanlly lap the blood of an 
® ‘cn prey. Here lairymcdon pursues, with armour 
nistic and uncouth and rustic weapons In his hand 
and native skill to arouse panic terrors — his sire 
'■as Pan ; there younp Alatreus in exploits outstrips 
- ® and though a boy, matches his youthful 

ather ; fortunate both, but happier he who delights 
*n such progeny ; nor is it easy to discern whose 
"’Capons ring the louder, from whose arm more 
mightily flies the spear. 

f . .® '’amparts are thronged with a dense mass of 
mgitives. What changes dost thou bring, Gradivus ! 

*^n Pelasgians were climbing Cadmus’ 

"alls, now they defend tlieir own ! Even as the 
clouds return, as wdien the south w’inds ore blowing 
around, now this field now that falls forward, as the 
uow uncovers, now clothes with its white flood 
sand. Far and wide perish the Tirynthian 
sol^ery, that counterfeit the spoils of their native 
ffad ; the stern son of Amphitryon mourns from the 
stars above to see the Nemean skins and the clubs and 
quivers like his o^vn all drenched in blood. Upon the 
ironclad summit of the Argive tower stood Enyeus, 
foremost to cheer to prosperous battle with the 
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horlator ; scd Umc ilnb^rt utile sipium 

sundelifttquc fujjftm ct Uitos m castrn rcccptus: 
cum subitum oblique descciullt nb Acre \'ulnus, 
urgentisque sonum lacvA manus mjrc retentn cst,* 
sicut crat; fvigit in rneuas Jnm spiritu*? nuras, W 
iam gelula orn tnccnt» cannen tuba sola peregit. , 
lamqucpotcm scclcrumgciulnaeque cxercitagentis 
sanguine 'risiplione fratemn clutlcrc qtmerit 
bclla acic*: nee sc tanta In certamlna fldit 
sufficere, infema comitem m sede Megacram CO 
ct consanguincos in proclia suscltct angues. 
ergo proeul vacua eoneedit* vallc solumque 
ense fodit Stygio terraeque immurmurat absens 
nomcn ct — lilysiis signum indubitabile regnis — 
crinalem attolUt longo strldore cerasten 5 C5 

caenileac dux ille comae, quoprotlnus omnis 
horruit audito tellus pontusque polusque, 
ct pater Aetnaeos iterum respexit ad ignes. 
accipit ilia sonum ; stabat tunc forte parent! 
proximo, dum coetu Capaneus Inudatur ab orani 70 
Ditis et insignem Styglis fovet amnibus umbram. 
protinus abrupta terrarum mole sub astris 
constitit, exsultant manes, quantumque profundae 
rarescunt tenebrae, tantum de luce recessit. 
excipit atra soror dextraeque innexa profatur : '75 

" hac, germana, tenus Stygii metuenda parentis 
imperia et iussos polui tolerare furores, 

* Line 5i> omitted btf P, 

* acie conj. Klotz ■. tuba P, certainly corrupt ana probably 

from 1. 56 : pyra Postyaie : manu Imho/. . , , • 

* concedit PBLi consedit «, which is unsuitable in ^ 
sunset vacua £S>ncfcdit valie tnay he paralleled by ibam via 
sacra. 
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tnimpct, I)ul tlicn lie giving welcome signal to 
llic til»lrr'vc<l. nml urging their flight nrul safe 
rrtlrrmrnl to tlic c.imp : when suddenly through the 
nlr fell n sidelong Mow, nnd as he sped the sound his 
hand, juvt as It was, was fixed to his left car; already 
hiv spirit files forth upon the empty breeze, already 
hi-* fmren lips arc silent, the trumpet completed its 
call alone. 

And now Tlslphonc, having wTOUght her crimes 
nnd wcarii* of the bloodshed of two peoples, seeks to 
conclude the fight with the brollicrs’ conflict ; nor 
trusts she her owm strength for so dire a fray, unless 
she can rouse fron^ her infernal abode her companion 
.Mcgacra and her kindred snakes to battle. There- 
fore she ssithdrew to an empty vale afar, and dug 
into the ground her Stygian blade, and muttered 
into the earth the name of the absent one, and — a 
sign indubitable to the Elysian realm — raised aloft 
a horned serpent from licr liair with long-drawn 
hisses : he svas the prince of her caerulcan tresses, 
and straightway hearing him earth shuddered and sea 
nnd sky, nnd the Father glanced again at his Aetnaean 
fires.® The other heard the sound: by chance she 
was standing near licr sire, while Capaneus was be- 
lauded by the whole train of Dis, and refreshed his 
glorious shade in the Stj'gian streams. Forthwith 
she broke through the massive earth, and stood be- 
neath the stars ; the ghosts rejoice, and as the nether 
darkness grows less thick, so w’anes the light above. 
Her fell sister receives her, and clasps her hand and 
speaks ; “ Thus far, my sister, have I been able to 
sustain our Stygian father’s dread commands and 

“ i.e., he looks again for his thunderbolts, after using one 
ogainst Capaneus. 
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solft super terms ttostiI{c}uc obvin mundo,' 
diim VOS Klysium ct fftclles compcscllis umbrns. 
nee pretium deforme moroc cnssiquc Inbpres : 8 

Ijoc fjiiodcjjiTjquc nindent campi, quod sanguini 
fumnnt 

stagnn, quod innumcro Lcthaca examine gaudet 
ripa, meac vires, men lacta insignia, sed quid 
hnee ego ? Mars habent, voigatnque iactet Enyo. 
vidisti — StygUs eerte in.inifcstus in umbris — 8t 

sanguine foedatum rictus atroque madentem 
ora dueem tabo j miscri insatiabilis edit 
me tradente caput, mode nempe horrendus ab astris 
descendit vos usque fragor t me sacra premebat 
tempestas, ego mixta viri furialibus armis CO 

bella dcum et magnas ridebam fulminis iras. 
sed iam — eflTabor enim— -longo sudore fatiscunt 
corda, Soror, tardaeque mnnus i hebet infera caelo 
taxus et insuetos angues nimia astra soporant. 
tu, cui totus adhuc furor exsultantque recentes 95 
Cocyti de fonte comae, da iungere vires, 
non solitas acies nee Martia bella paramus, 
sed fratrum— licet alma Fides Pietasque repugnent, 
vincentur — fratrum stringendi comininus enses. 
grande opus I ipsae odiis, ipsae discordibus armis 100 
aptemur. quid lenta verus ? agedum elige, cuius 
signa feras. ambo faciles nostrique ; sed anceps 
volgus et adfatus matris blandamque precatu 
Antigonen timeo, paujum ne nostra retardent 


« She despises such mean triumphs, and proceeds to 
compare her own. * From vhich her torch was made. 
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the frenzy laid upon me, alone upon the earth and 
exposed to a liostile world, while ye in Elysium con- 
strain the unresisting ghosts. No mean reward is 
mine for my pains, my labours are not vain : this 
deep-drenclied battle-field, these waters that reek 
•\nth blood, the countless swarms that gladdeii 
Lethe’s bank — these are the tokens of my power, 
my signs of triumph. But what care I for these ? 
Let Mars enjoy them, let Enyo boast and spread 
the story.® Thou sawest — manifest surely U’as he 
in the Stygian shades — the chief whose jaws were 
fouled with blood, whose face dripped back corrup- 
tion ; insatiable, he ate the head of his hapless foe, 
which I did give him. Just now — u-as it not so ? — 
the sound of a terrible din came dorni to you from 
the stars : me did that auTul storm assail, ’twas I who 
mingling uith the hero’s fury-stricken arms laughed 
at the warring gods and the levin’s mighty wrath. 
But now, sister, long toil — I confess it — ^Ims wearied 
out my spirit, and my arm is slow ; the infernal yew ^ 
languishes in the air of heaven, and the too strong 
influence of tlie stars drowses my unaccustomctl 
snakes. Thou who still hast all thy rage, whose 
tresses are still riotous and frcsli from Cocytus' fount, 
join thou thy strengtii to mine. Tis no comiuon 
fray or Martian battle that wc prepare, but brothers 
— though kindly Faith and Duty resist, they will be 
o’ercome — ay, brothers shall draw tljc suord in 
combat hand-to-hand. A noble work ! Gird «c our- 
selves with deadly hate, Milh armed discord. Dost 
thou hesitate ? Nay, choose uhich banner thou uilt 
bear. Both are compliant and will do our s»ill ; but 
the mob is double-minded, and I fear his mother’s 
M'ords and Antigone’s persuasive tongue, lest they 
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comilta. ipse ctiam, qui nos lassrvre prccando 105 
SMCtus ct ultrifcs oculonim cxposcere Dims, 
iam pater cst : coctu fertur iam solus ab omni 
Acre sibl. atquc ailco inoror ipsa innimpere Thrbas 
fldsuctumqiic iareni. tibi pareat impiiis exsul, 
Arpolicumquc impcllc ijcfas ; ncu mllis Adrnstus 110 
pmevak-at plcl’csquc, cave, Lemaea morctur. 
vatic, et in altrrnas tnimica rex'crlcre pugnns." 

Tnlia partitac tlhcrsuin abit-rr sororcs : 

111 Xottis ft IbiTcas pemino dc cardinc mundi, 

Mr nivr Itliijiai'a, Idbycis !»}c pastus hnrcnb, 115 
bflla clrul ; clatnant onmrs, freta, nubtia, silvnc, 
larnquc paleril straprs ; platit^unl «ua tlantna colotd, 
rt lamcn tqiprfssos mUrrantnr in arquorp nautas. 
ilhs ttt summo 'idit palrr aUiis 01\nnp«» 

Incp^larr tlirm, if* pubmupif HypiTl/utl^ orbem ICO 
iiubfviudi tttacubs, torso iticoiiat nrr • 



THKBAID, XI. 105-130 


Fomcwlial hinder our «lc«iign. Ay, even he, who is 
vonl lo wenry iis s\-ith his cntrcntics nnd call on the 
Vurics to avenge his cyc^, already feels Iiis fatlicr- 
hood ; already they say he uccps alone, far from 
the haunts of men; ay» vcril}*, I like not to invade 
lljchcs nnd the abode I know so s\cll without thy 
succour. Command thon the impious exile, incite 
the Argivc to the crime ; sec that the mild Adrastus 
prevail not, nor the Lcrncan host delay thee. Go, 
and return to the nmttinl fr.ay — my foe I ” 

Tlicir duties thus assigned, the sisters went their 
difTcrent ways : ns from the two poles of the world 
South wind nnd North make war, one nurtured on 
llhipacan * snows, the other on Libyan sands ; rivers, 
seas, clouds and woods resound, and soon is the ruin 
seen, the husbandmen lament tlicir losses, yet pity 
the sailors helmed upon the deep. When from 
Olympus’ top the cxaltcil Sire beheld them pollute 
the air, and saw Hyperion's frightened orb be- 
decked and tainted, with stern utterance he thus 
began : “ Ye heavenly ones, we liave seen armed 
fury pushed to the uttermost bound of right, and a 
war that yet was lawful, though one man engaged in 
impious conflict and dared to fall by my right hand. 
But now a duel unspeakable approaches, a combat 
yet unknown to miserable eartli : look not upon it ! 
Let no gods countenance such a crime, let it be hfd 
from Jove ; enough is it to have seen the deadly 
feast of Tantalus and the guilty altars of Lycaon, 
and Mycenae bringing the stars in hurried train upon 
the sky.^ Now once again must day be troubled; 
accept, O Earth, these baleful clouds, and let the sky 
Mycenae when Atreus set the flesh of Thyestes* sons before 
their father ; hence the sudden appearance of the stars. 
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ni the fiphl : " TIiou slinlt go/’ he cries, " not, 
llAin, sh.Ml >vc un.ivcngcd endure thee longer, thee 
ir brother nnd the prince, mnde powerful by thy 
•unliy's tc.irs nnd sufferings, guilty of Henven’s 
urics nnd the wnr. Long enough have we atoned 
iiy perjuries to the nngr^* gods. This city, once 
>iU of nmis nnd wc.nlth, nnd thronged \ritli citizens, 
inst tI>ou like n heaven-sent pestilence or pingue of 
nrth drained to nothing, yet easiest thy tall slindow 
'>‘cr its emptiness? Folk arc lacking to be thy 
laves ; some lie on earth unburnt, others their 
native stream has alre.ady borne down to the sea; 
‘■ome seek their limbs, others tend anxious wounds. 
Come, restore to our Avretched people their brothers, 
fathers, sons, restore husbands to their liomes and 
farmsteads I Where noAV is mighty Hj'pseus, Avhere 
is our neighbour Dryas, where are the arms of 
echoing Phocis and the Euboean chiefs ? Yet them 
the impartial fate of war hath slain, but thou, my 
son — 0 shame! — ^liest the victim, ay, the victim 
of the throne, like some mute beast of the herd, alas I 
sprinkled 'U'ith the first-fruits at the altar’s un- 
hallowed 'rite’ and bidden die: and ’ he still 
waver, and now at least when t the 

ch.allenge ? or does the wicked T‘ 
go to battle, and devise a second me 

woe ? Yes, why is Haemon alone ^ 

sire ? Command him to go, and 
tower to Avatch the spectacle ! W 
and look round upon tl»y : 

^ have thee go, ay, and pay the 
mother and ' ■ hate 
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"ibis," ait, "ncque tc ultcrius fratrcmqucduccmque, 
pessime, funcribus patriae Incrimisquc potentem, 
Eumenidum bclliquc rcum, patiemur inuUi. 271 
sat tua non acquis luimus pcriuria divis. 
urbem armis opibusque gravem ctmodocivibus artam, 
ceu caclo deiecta' lues inimicave tcllus,* 
hausisti vacuamquc tamcn sublimis obumbras ? 276 

deest tihi^ servitio plcbcs : bos ignis egentes 
fert humus, hos pelago patrius iara detulit amnis ; 
hi quaerunt artus, ilH anxia vulncra curant. 
redde agedum miseris frat»*es natosque patresque, 
redde anas domibusque wos ! ubi maximus' Hypseus 
finitimusque Dryas, ubi Phocidos arma sonorae' 281 
Euboicique duces ? illos tamen aequa duelli 
foTS tulit ad manes : at tu, pudet ! hostia regnf, 
hostia, nate, iaces, ceu mutus et e grege sanguis, 
ei mihi I primitiis ararum^ ct rite nefasto 285 

libatus iussusque mori : et cunctabitur ultra 
iste nec adverse nunc saltern Marte vocatus 


stabit ? an in pugnas alium iubet ire profanus 
Tiresias iterumque meos oracula nectit ' , 289 

in gemitus ? quid enim misero super unicus Haemon ? 
ille iube subeat, tuque hinc spectator ab alta ^ 
turre sede ! quid saeva fremis famulamque cohortem 
respectas ? hi te ire volunt, hi pendere poenas ; 
ipsa etiam genetrix ipsaeque odere sorores. 


^ deiecta P : demissa ut deiecta (demissa written over) 2), 
cf. Silv. i. 2. 154. ' 

* tellus Pw: labes, tabes edd. Oarrod eonj. inhiulcave L 

vnneeeasarily. i 

* deest tibi Owen : deest P«: lam deest Weher. , 

* OTarum PB ; armoruro, annonim w. ' 
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from the fipht : ** Tlmu go," he cries, " not, 
xillam, shall we unavenged endure thee longer, thee 
the hrothrr nnd llic prince, made powerful by thy 
countiy’s tears and sufferings, guilty of Heaven’s 
I'urics nnd the wnr. Long cnougli have we atoned 
fhj* perjuries to the nngry gods. Tlifs city, once 
full of arms nnd Wealtli, nnd thronged with citizens, 
linsl thou like n hca\cn-scnt pestilence or plague of 
earth drained to notldng, yet castest thy tall shadow 
o’er its emptiness? Folk arc lacking to be thy 
slaves ; some lie on earth unbumt, others their 
native stream has already borne down to the sea ; 
some seek their limbs, others tend anxious wounds. 
Come, restore to our wTctchcd people their brothers, 
fathers, sons, restore husbands to their liomes and 
farmsteads I Where now is mighty Hj*pseus, where 
is our neighbour Drj'as, where ore the arms of 
echoing Phocis nnd the Euboean chiefs ? Yet them 
the impartial fate of war hath slain, but thou, my 
son — O shame ! — best the victim, ay, the victim 
of the throne, like some mute beast of the herd, alas ! 
sprinkled svith the first-fruits at the altar’s un- 
hallowed rite and bidden die : and doth he still 
waver, and now at least svhen summoned refuse the 
challenge ? or does the wicked Tiresias bid another 
go to battle, and de%’ise a second oracle to bring me 
woe ? Yes, why is Haemon alone left to his unhappy 
sire ? Command him to go, and sit thou on a lofty 
tower to watch the spectacle ! Why dost thou rage 
and look round upon thy retinue ? These would 
have thee go, ay, and pay the penalty ; even thy 
mother and thv sisters hate thee. Thy brother 
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In tc nrdcns frntcr fcrrum moricmquc mlnatwr 205 
sacvnqtic porlnnim convcillt clnii«!ra, ncc nudis* ? ” 

Sic pntcr Infrcndens, ml«5crrtquc cxnwtiiat Ira. 
illc sub hncc “ non fallh/* nit, ** ncc tc Inclvta natl 
fata movent : cnnerc Din palrcm ct Inctarc dcccbat. 
sed spes sub Incrimis, spes ntquc occulta cupido 300 
bis latct ; irisario practendis /imcra veto, 
mcque premis frustra vacuac ecu jjroximus nulae. 
non itn Sidoniam Kortunn rcliqucrit urbem, 
in tc ut sceptra cadnnl, tanto indignlsslmc nato. 
nee mild diflicilis pracsens vindicta ; sed armn, 305 
arma prius, famuli ! cocant in proclin fratres. 
vult gemitus Icnirc Creon : lucrare furorem ; 
victor! mild cuncta lues.” sic lurgia pnulum 
distulit atquc ensem, quern inm dnbat Ira, repressit. 
ictus ut incerto pastorls vulncrc serpens 310 

erigitur gyro longumque c corporc toto 
virus in ora legit; paulum si devius Iiostis 
torsit iter, ceciderc minae tumefactaque frustra 
colla sedent, irasque sui bibit ipse veneni. 

At genetrix primara funestae sortis ut amens 315 
expavit famam — nee tarde credidit — ibat 
scissa comam voltusque et pectore nuda cruento, 
non sexus decorisve memor : Pentheia qualis 
mater ad insani scandebat culmina mentis, 
promissum saevo caput adlatura Lyaeo. 320 

^ audis Pu i nudes 

• Agave, who tore her son, the king of Thebes, in pieces 
for trying to suppress the Bacchic worship, i 

41S 



THEBAID, XL 205-320 


hotly threatens thee >vith the sword and death, and 
ren^ the stem barriers of thy gates — dost thou not 
hearken ? " 

Thus spoke the father, gnashing his teeth, in trans- 
ports of misery and rage. The other in reply : 
“ Thou dost not fool me, nor art thou moved by thy 
son’s reno>\'ned death : that song of woe, those 
vaunts did but befit a father. But ambition lurks 
beneath those tears, ambition and concealed desire: 
thou art making his death a mask for thy mad hopes, 
and dost press me hard, as though succeeding to tlie 
vacant tlirone. Kot so utterly has Fortune left the 
Sidonian city that the sceptre should fall to thee, O 
most unworthy of so brave a son ! Nor would 
revenge be difficult even now, but first — arms, arms, 
my servants ! Let tlie brotJiers meet in battle. Creon 
would have some balm for his sorrow : take advan- 
tage of my rage; wlien I am victorious thou shalt 
pay me all.” Thus for a ivliile he put off the quarrel, 
and thrust back the sword that vTath had put into 
his hand. As a serpent, struck at a venture and 
wounded by a shepherd, lifts up its coils erect, and 
from all its length of body draws the poison to its 
mouth : but sliould the foe bend his course but a 
little, the threats abate, the vainly swollen neck 
subsides, and it swallows back the venom of its own 
anger. 

But when Ins mother heard tl>e first news of the 
calamity in appalled dismay — nor was she slow to 
believe it — she went with face and tresses tom, and 
naked, blood-stained breast, reckless of sex and 
dignity: just as the mother of Pentheus* climbed 
the heights of the frentied mount to bring the 
promised head to fierce Lyaeus. Ncitiier her 
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non comites, non fcrrc piae* vestigia natae 
aeque valent : tnntum miscrae dolor ultimus addit 
robur, et exsangues crudescunt luctibus anni. 
iamque decus galeae, iam spicula saeva ligabat 
ductor ct ad lituos Iiilarem intrcpidumque tubanim 
prospiciebat equum, subito cum apparuit ingens 32( 
mater, et ipse metu famulumque expalluit omnis 
coetus, et oblatam retro dedit armiger hastam. 

“ quis furor ? unde iterum regni integrata resurgit 
Eumenis ? ipsi etiam post omnia, comminus ipsi 330 
stabitis ? usque adeo geminas duxisse cohortes 
et facinus mandasse parum est ? quo deinde redibit 
victor? in hosne sinus? o diri coniugis ob'm 
fclices tenebrae ! datis, improba lumlna, poenas. 
haec spectanda dies? quo, saeve, minantia dectis 
ora ? quid alternus voUus pallorque ruborque 336 
mutat, et obnixi frangunt mala rourmura dentes ? 
me iruseram,vjnces! prius haectamen armanecesseest 
experiare domi : stabo ipso in limine portae 
auspicium infelix scelerumque immanis imago. 340 
haec tibi canities, liaec sunt calcanda, nefande, 
ubera, perque uterum sonipes hie matris agendas, 
parce ; quid oppositam capulo parmaque repellis ? 
non ego te contra Stygiis feralia sanxi 
vota deis, caeco nec Erinyas ore rogavi. 345 

exaudi miseram : genetrix te, saeve, precatur, 
non pater; addemoramsceleri etmetire, quodaudes, 
sed pulsat muros germanus et impia contra 

* piae P I ipsae ut piae 2) {\eilh ipsae wrilltn cv«r). 
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msMrti* f)"T l>»T »!r\-ntrtl cliitjfflitm cnn kcrp pnce 
^iJli tirr, «iirh ilr«p.ifr lend to l/ic un* 

kappr woman. I»» t rnfrrldrtl tT.nr« prow \ {pomna xrilJi 
pri^'f. And fllrradr thr rinrf wn« fft^lrninp on him 
the plnn* of hit hrim, and t.'tkinp hit sharp jnvclint, 
and rrpanlinp hU *tcrd that rrjolccd nl the tnimpcU 
nor frarctl thr hnplrV ldatt» wlicn on n sudden liis 
mother npprarrtl, miphty to behold, nnd he nnd nil 
Idt company prrw pale with fear, nnd Int squire took 
bark the spear lie trat profTerlnp. “ What madness 
b this? WJicMcc hath returned tl>c Kvil Spirit of 
this realm, rr^tored npnfn to life ? Must ye then 
fiplit cnch other nt the last ? Is it too little to have 
led rival hosts nnd piven t!>c word for slaughter? 
And nflcnvnrsls, \shnt home nwnits the victor? 
these arms of mine? O my dread spouse, blest 
hereafter In thy Idindncss 1 now pay ye the penalty, 
my guilty eyes! Must 1 thcnscc this day? Wliithcr, 
ruthless one, turncst thou thy threatening gaze ? 
Why do flush nnd pallor alternate on thy countenance, 
nnd tliy clenched teeth stifle nngrj’ muttcrings ? 
Ah, ss’oe is me 1 tliou wilt prevail J yet first must 
thou test thy arms at home ; I will stand in the 
tlireshold of the gate, a baneful omen and dread 
image of calamity, 'fliesc hoary locks, these breasts 
must needs be trampled by thee, accursed one, and 
o’er thy motlier’s womb this steed be driven. Ah ! 
spare 1 svhy dost thou repel me from thy path with 
shield and sword ? No solemn curses have I uttered 
against tliee to the Stygian gods, nor invoked the 
Furies with sightless prayer. Hear me in my dis- 
tress ! ’tis thy mother, not thy sire entreats thee, 
cruel one ! Stay thy guilt, and take the measure 
of such madness. But thy brother — dost thou say ? 
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bella ciet. non mater cnim, non obstat eunti 
ulla soror ; te cunctn rogant, liic plangimus omnes. 
ast ibi ■N'ix unws pugnas dissuadct Adrastus, 351 
aut fortasse iubet : tu limina avita deosque 
linquis et a nostris in fratrcm amplcxibus axis ? ” 

At parte cx alia tacitos obstante tumultu 
Antigone furata gradus— nec casta retardat 355 
virginitas — volat Ogygii fastigia muri 
exsuperare furens ; senior comes baeret eunti 
Actor, et hie summas non duraturus ad arces. 
utque procul \'isis paulum dubita\it in armis, 
adgnovitque — nefas ! — iaculis et voce superba 360 
tecta incessentem, magno prius omnia planctu 
implet et ex muris ceu dcscensura profatur: . 

“ comprimetela manu paulumque hancrespiceturrem, 
frater, et liorrentes refer in mea lumina cristas ! 
agnoscisne hostes ^ sic annua pacta Udemque 365 
poscimus ? hi questus, haec est bona causa modesti 
exsulis ? Argolicos per te, germane, penates— 
nam Tyriis iam nullus honos — per si quid in ilia 
dulce domo, submitte animos : en utraque gentis 
turba rogant ambaeque acies ; rogat ilia suorum 370 
Antigone devota malis suspectaque regi, 
et tantum tua, dure, soror. saltern ora trucesque 
solve genas ; liceat voltus fortasse supremum 
noscere' dilectos et ad haec lamenta videre, 
anne fleas, ilium gemitu iam supplice mater 375 
frangit et exsertum dimittere dicitur ensem : 
tu mihi fortis adhuc? mlhi, quae tua nocte dieque 

* noscere w : nosce (i wriltfn over) P j nosci Uousman. 
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—beats at the walls, and raises impious war against 
thee. Ay, for no mother, no sister doth prevent 
him ; but thee all beseech, here all make lament. 
Yonder scarce Adrastus alone dissuades from battle, 
or perchance doth urge it ; wilt thou leave thy 
ancestral gate and the gods, and from my very 
embrace go forth against thy brother ? " 

But in another region Antigone glides silently by 
stealth through all the tumult — nor does maidenly 
chastity delay her — and hastes in eagerness to climb 
to the summit of the Ogygian wall ; old Actor 
follows close behind, though his strength avails not 
to reach the tower’s height. Awhile she hesitated 
at the sight of the host afar, then recognized him, 
alas ! as with proud haunt and javelin he assailed 
the city ; first her wailings fill the air, then, as 
though about to leap domi from the wall, she cries : 

** Put up thy weapons and look but a moment at this 
tower, my brother, and turn lliy bristling crest to 
face my eyes ! Is it enemies thou findest ? Is it 
thus we demand good faith and yearly pact ? Is this 
an innocent exile's just complaint and righteous 
cause ? By thy Argive home, O brother — for thy 
Tyrian home thou slightest — by any joy thou hast 
therein, be softened : lo ! both the armies, either 
folk entreat thee ! Antigone, faithful to her kins- 
men’s sufferings and suspected by the king, and sister 
but to thee, hard-hearted one, entreats thee ! Remit 
at least thy fromiing looks ; let me perchance for 
the last time behold the face I love, and see whether 
thou dost weep at my lament. Him even now doth 
our mother urge with supp]i.*int tears, and doth put 
back, they say, his naked blade : art thou still 
stubborn to me, to me who night and day weep for 
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cxsitin crrorcsqtic flco, iaminmquc tumrntcm 
placnvi tlhi sncpc patrem? quid crinilnc folvh 
pcrmanuni ? ncmpc ille lidcni ct stain focdcra ruptt, 
illc noccns sacvn«;qne suis; tamcn cccc vocaltis 381 
non vcnit." Ills paiilum furor clangucsccre diclis 
cocpcrat, obstrcpcrct quninqtiam atquc obstarct 
Erinys ; 

inm submissa mantis, Icntc inm llcctit hnbcnas, 
iam tacct ; cruinpunt gcinitus, lacrimasqtic fatctur 
cassis ; bcbcnt irac, paritcrquc ct nbirc noccntcni 3S6 
ct vcnissc pwdct : suhito cum matre rcpulsa 
Eumcnis ciecit fraclis Etcoclca portis 
clamantcm: " vcnio solumquc, quod ante vocasti, 
invideo ; nc inccssc morns, gravis nrma tenebat 390 
mater ; io patria, o regum incertissima tcllus, 
nunc certe tictoris cris I ** ncc mitior ille 
“tandem" inquit, “scls, saevc, fidem ct dcscendis in 
aequum ? ... 

o mihi nunc primum long© post tempore, frater, 
congredere ; hae leges, Iiaec foedero sola supersunt." 
sic hostile tuens fratrem ; namque uritur alto . 390 

corde, quod innumeri comites, quod regia cassis 
instratusque ostro sonipes, quod fulva metallo 
parma micet, quamquam baud armis inhonorus et ipse 
nee palla volgare niteris ; opus ipsa novarat 400 
Maeoniis Argia modis ac polUce docto 
stamina purpureae sociaverat aurea telae. 

lamque in pulvereum Furiis hortantibus aequor 
prosiliunt, sua quemque comes stimulatque monetque. 
frena tenent ipsae phalerasque et lucida comunt 405 
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thy w.indcring exile, and have ofttimes appeased 
thy father’s vTath even as it rose against thee ? 
Why dost thou free thy brotlicr of guilt ? Verily 
he broke faith and Ins sworn word, guilty is he and 
cruel to his o^^’n ; yet lo I he comes not to thy 
challenge.” At these words his rage began some- 
what to grow faint though the Fury upbraided and 
resisted ; already he has relaxed his arm, now he 
wheels his horse less sharply, now he falls silent ; 
groans burst from him, liis casque confesses tears, 
Ids ire is blunted, and he feels shame both to depart 
and to have come in guilt : when suddenly the Fiend, 
thrusting his mother aside, shatters the gate and 
hurls forth F.teocles crying : ” I come, and only 
grudge thee thou wert the first to challenge; chide 
not my delay, my mother hung upon my arms and 
stayed me ; u'hat ho I my country, land of thy 
monarchs most unsure, now assuredly thou shalt be 
the victor’s ! ” The other in no milder strain : ” At 
last, ruffian, dost thou keep faith, and come down 
into fair field ? O once again after many a day my 
brother, engage ! no law, no treaty but this remains.*’ 
So spoke he, scowling at his kinsman in hostile mood ; 
for in his heart he chafes at the other’s numerous 
train, and his royal helm and the purple trappings of 
his charger, and his buckler’s glancing gold — though 
he himself was not meanly armed, and his cloak 
shone mth no common lustre : Argia herself had 
wought it in Maeoman fashion, and wth skilled 
finger had woven strands of gold in the purple web. 

And now at the Furies' impulse, they dash forward 
to the dusty plain, each goaded and inspired by his 
companion.® These guide the reins themselves, and 
arrange the trappings and the sliining arms, and 
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cxsilia erroresque fleo, iamlanique tumentem 
placan tibi saepe patrem ? quid crimine solvis 
germanum ? nempe ille fidcm et slata foedera rupit, 
ille nocens saevusque suis ; tnmen ecce vocatus 381 
non venit.” his paulum furor elanguescere dictis 
coeperat, obstrcperet quamquam atque obstaret 
Erinys ; 

iam submissa manus, lente iam Hectit habenas, 
iam tacet ; erumpunt gemitus, lacrimasque fatetur 
cassis ; hebentirae, pariterque et abire nocentem 386 
et venisse pudet ; subito cum matre repulsa 
Eumenis elecit fractis Eteoclea portis 
clamantem: " venio solumque, quod ante vocasti, 
invideo ; ne incesse moras, gravis arma tenebat 390 
mater ; io patria, o regum iocertissima tellus, 
nunc certe nctoris eris ! ” nec mitior ille 
“tandem” inquit, “scis, saeve, fidem et descendis in 
aequum ? 

o mihi nunc primum long© post tempore, frater, 
congredere : hae leges, haec foedera sola supersunt.’ 
sic hostile tuens fratrem ; namque uritur alto 396 
corde, quod innumeri comites, quod regia cassis 
instratusque ostro sonipes, quod fulva metallo 
parma micet, quamquam haud armis inhonorus et ipse 
nec palla volgare nitens : opus ipsa novarat 400 
Maeoniis Argia modis ac polb’ce docto 
stamina purpureae sociaverat aurea telae. 

lamque in pulvereum Furiis hortantibus nequor 
prosiliunt, sua quemque comes stimulatque monetque. 
frena tenent ipsae phalerasque et lucida comunt 405 
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thy wandering exile, and have ofttimes appeased 
thy father’s wath even as it rose against thee ? 
Wliy dost thou free thy brother of guilt ? Verily 
he broke faith and his sworn word, guilty is he and 
cruel to his o^\’n \ yet lo ! he comes not to thy 
challenge.” At these words his rage began some- 
what to grow faint though the Fury upbraided and 
resisted ; already he has relaxed liis arm, now he 
wheels his horse less sharply, now he falls silent ; 
groans burst from him, his casque confesses tears, 
his ire is blunted, and he feels shame both to depart 
and to have come in guilt : when suddenly the Fiend, 
thrusting his mother aside, shatters the gate and 
hurls forth Eteoclcs crying ; *’ I come, and only 
grudge thee tliou wert the first to challenge ; chide 
not my delay, my mother hung upon my arms and 
stayed me ; what ho I my country*, land of thy 
monarchs most unsure, now assuredfy tliou slmlt be 
the victor’s I ” The other in no milder strain : ” At 
last, ruffian, dost thou keep faitli, and come dowm 
into fair field ? O once again after many a day mv 
brother, engage ! no law, no treaty but this remains.’^’ 
So spoke he, sco^^ling at his kinsman in hostile mood ; 
for in his heart he chafes at the other’s numerous 
train, and Iiis royal helm and the purple trappings of 
his charger, and liis buckler’s glancing gold — though 
he himself was not meanly armed, and his cloak 
shone with no common lustre ; Argia herself had 
MTOuglit it in Maeonian fashion, and «ilh skilled 
finger liad M oven strands of gold in the purple web. 

And now at the Furies* impulse, they dash forward 
to the dusty plain, each gcvided and inspired by his 
companion.* These guide the reins themselves, and 
arrange the trappings and the sliining arms, and 
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cxsilia crrorc5quc flco, inmfnmque tttmcntcm 
placaW tibi sncpc patrcm ? quid crinunc sob is 
germanum ? ncmpc illc fidcm ct stntn focdcra rupit, 
illc noccns sacvusquc suls; tnmcn cccc vocatus 381 
non venit." bis paulum furor clangucsccfc dictis 
coeperat, obslrcpcrct quamquam alquc obstarct 
Erinys ; 

iam submissa manus, Icntc iam flcclit habcnas, 
iam tacet ; crumpunt gcmilus, Incrimasquc fatctur 
cassis ; bcbcnt irac, paritcrquc ct nbirc noccntcm 3S6 
et venisse pudet : subito cum malre repulsa 
Eumenis ciecit fractis Etcoclca portis 
clamantem : '* venio solumquc, quod ante vocasti, 
iwvldco \ tve Inces&c tnotas, gravis arma tencbat 390 
mater ; io patria, o rcgum inccrtissima te]Ius> 
nunc certe \ictoris eris ! ” nec mitior ille 
“tandem" inquit, “scis, saeve, (idem ct dcscendis m 
aequum ? • • 

o mihi nunc primum longo post tempore, frater, 
congredere : hae leges, baec foedera sola supersunt. 
sic hostile tuens fratrem ; namque uritur alto 390 
corde, quod innumeri comites, quod regia cassis 
instratusque ostro sonipes, quod fulva metallo 
parma micet, quamquam baud armls inhonorus et ipse 
nec palla volgare nitens : opus ipsa novarat 400 
Maeoniis Argia modis ac pollice docto 
stamina purpureae sociaverat aurea telae. 

lamque in pulvereum Furiis hortantibus aequor 
prosibunt, sua quemque comes stimulatque monetque. 
frena tenent ipsae phalerasque et lucida comunt 405 


418 
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Ihy w.indcring: exile, nml have oftlimcs appeased 
thy father's MTath e\*cn ns it rose against tliec ? 
Why dost tlion free thy brother of guilt ? Verily 
he broke faith and his sworn word, guilty is he and 
erucl to his outi ; yet lo I he comes not to thy 
challenge.” At these words his rage began some- 
what to grow faint thougli the Fury upbraided and 
resisted ; already he lias rclavcd his arm, now he 
wheels his horse less sharply, now he falls silent ; 
groans burst from him, his c<asque confesses tears, 
his ire is blunted, and he feels shame both to depart 
and to have come in guilt : when suddenly the Fiend, 
thrusting his mother aside, shatters the gate and 
hurls forth Eteocles crying : ” I come, and only 
grudge thee thou wert the first to challenge ; chide 
not my delay, my mother hung upon my arms and 
stayed me; what hoi my country, land of thy 
monarchs most unsure, now assuredly thou shnlt be 
the victor's I " The other in no milder strain : ” At 
last, ruffian, dost thou keep faith, and come do^\'n 
into fair field? O once again after many a day my 
brother, engage ! no law, no treaty but tliis remains.” 
So spoke he, scowling at his kinsman in hostile mood ; 
for in his heart he chafes at the otlier’s numerous 
train, and his royal Iielm and the purple trappings of 
his charger, and lus buckler’s glancing gold — though 
he himself was not meanly armed, and his cloak 
shone 'with no common lustre ; Argia herself had 
wrought it in Maeonian fashion, and wth skilled 
finger had woven strands of gold in the purple web. 

And now at the Furies’ impulse, they dash forward 
to the dusty plain, each goaded and inspired by his 
companion.® These guide the reins themselves, and 
arrange tlje trappings and the sliining arms, and 
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arma manu mixtisque iubas serpentibus augent. 
stat consanguineum campo scelus, unius ingens 
bellum uteri, coeuntque pares sub casside vdltus, 
signa pavent, siluere tubae, stupefactaque Martis 
cornua ; ter nigris avidus regnator ab oris 410 

intonuit terque ima soli concussit, et ipsi 
armonim fugere dei : nusquam inclyta Virtus, 
restinxit Bellona faces, longeque paventes 
Mars rapuit currus, et Gorgone cruda virago 
abstitit,^ inque vicem Stygiae subiere^ sorores. 415 
prominet excelsis volgus miserabile tectis, 
cuncta madent lacrimis et ab omni plangitur arce. 
bine quest! vixisse senes, Wnc pectore nudo 
stant mattes parvosque vetant adtendere nafos. 
ipse quoque Ogygios monstra ad gentilia manes 420 
Tartareus rector porta iubet ire reclusa, 
montibus insidunt patriis tristique corona 
infeoere diem et vinci sua crimina gaudent. 

Illos ut stimulis ire in discrimen apertis 
audiit et sceleri nullum iam obstarc pudorem, 425 
advolat et medias immittit Adrastus habenas, 
ipse quidem et regnis znuUum et venerabilis aevo. 
sed quid apud talcs, quis nec sua pignora curae, 
exter lionos^ ? tamcn ille rogat : *' spcctabimus ergo 
hoc, 

Inachidae Tyriique, nefas ? ubi iura deique, 430 
bella ubi ? ne perstate aninus. te deprecor, hostis — 

* abstitit « X obslilit PJJNK. 

• subJere Dtntlni i fubucre Pui rcdiere Schrader. 

• ester honos PA'K taU uaa. s externos w. 
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entwine their snakes amid the horses’ manes. Set 
there upon the field is the crime of kindred blood, 
the dread conflict of one womb, beneath their lielms 
the faces of brothers meet in battle. The banners 
quake, the trumpets are silent, and the Martian 
horns are struck dumb j thrice from the regions of 
gloom thundered their impatient monarch and shook 
the depths of earth, and even the deities of battle 
fled ; renowned Virtue w.as nowhere seen, Bellona 
put out her torches, Mars drove afar his affriglited 
chariot, and the Maid® shrank away \rith her fierce 
Gorgon-head, and into tlicir places came the Stygian 
sisters. The vTetched common folk stand high 
upon the house-tops, no place but is wet wth tears, 
no tower but sounds with lamentations. Here old 
men compfain that they have Jived so Jong, there 
mothers stand %nth bosoms bare, and forbid tlicir 
little ones to view the fray. The king of Tartarus 
himself orders tlie gates to be set open, and the 
Ogygian ghosts to attend their kindred s monstrous 
deeds. Seated upon their native Iiills they pollute 
the day witli grisly band, and rejoice that their own 
crimes should be surpassed. 

When Adrastus hc.ird lliat the princes were rush- 
ing to the perilous fight Mith open taunts, and th.it 
shame could no longer hinder the ghastly deed, he 
hastens to the spot and liiinsdf dro^e between them, 
himself full-rc\crcnd both in monarcliy and years. 
But ^^hat could a stranger’s influence av.ul «ith tln^'e 
Mho recked not c>cn of tlielr lovrtl ones? Yet lie 
entreats ; “Shall m'C tlirn behold tliis horror, joni 
of Inaohus and Tyre ? In tlie name of ju'ticr afi<l 
the gods, in the name of war— per^Ut not m >oi;r 
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qiinmqimm, lincc ira sinat, ncc t« m5l>i sanguine 
longc — , 

tc, genor, ct itjbco ; sceptri si tnntn cupido cst, 
exuo regales Iinbitus, i, Iceman ct Argos 
solus linbc 1 ” non verba inagis siindcntia frnngunt 
nccensos, sumptisque seme! conatibus obstant, 43G 
quam Scytha ciin'aUs crcctus fluctibus umquam 
Tontus Cyancos vetuit concurrcrc monies, 
lit periisse preces geminoque nd proclia fusos 
pulvere comipcdcs explorariquc furentum 440 

in digitis amenta ^idet, fugit omnia linquens, 
castra, viros, generum, Thebas, ac fata monentem 
conversumquc iugo propcllit Ariona t quail's 
demissus curru laevac post praemia sortis 
umbrarum custos mun^que novissimus hcres 445 

palluit, amisso venlens in Tartara caelo. 

Non tamen indulsit ptignae cunctataque prime 
substitit in scelere et paulum Fortuna morata est. 
bis cassae periere viae, bis comminus actos' 
overtit bonus error equos. puraeque nefandi 450 
sanguinis obliquis ceciderunt ictibus hastae. 
tendunt frena manu, saevis calcaribus urgent 
immeritos ; movet et geminas venerabile divom ' 
prodigium turmas, altemaque murmura volvont 
mussantes : iterare acies, procurrere saepe 455 

impetus et totum miseris opponere bellum. 

lamdudum terris coetuque'ofTensa deorum 
aversa caeli Pietas in parte sedebat, 
non habitu, quo nota prius, non ore sereno,® 

^ actos w : ictos P. * I. 459 omitted in some itss. 

* To prevent the horses from swerving. 

* For the translation of this word see note on x. 780. 
Here it has reference to the lies of natural affection (hence 
her appeal to Nature), which the brothers are breaking. 
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fury ! Thee, foeman, I beseech — although, did thy 
rage suffer thee, thou too art not far from me in 
blood — thee, son-in-law, I command as well ; if thy 
lust of power is so great, I put off this royal robe, go 
take Lema and Argos for thyself alone ! ” But his 
persuasion no more abates their kindled rage, or 
checks their once-determined purpose, than did the 
Scythian Pontus ever stay the Cyanean rocks from 
clashing, though it rose high %\ith arching waves. 
When he sees his prayers are fruitless, and the teams 
galloping in t^vofold dust to battle, and the frenzied 
princes feeling their hold on tlie javelin-strap, he 
flees away leaving all, camp, army, son-in-law and 
Thebes, and drives Arlon fonvard, though he turn 
him in the yoke and give fateful warning : even ns 
the warden of the shades and the tliird licir of the 
world, after the lot's unkind apportioning, leapt 
dowTt from liis chariot and grew pale, for he was come 
to Tartarus and heaven was lost for ever. 

Yet would not Fortune suffer the fray, hut Iinltcd 
at the opening of the crime, and dehayed auhflc. 
Twice were tJicir onslaughts wasted, tuicc did a 
kindly mischance divert their cliarging steeds, and 
tlicir flung darts fell aside pure of unnatural blood. 
They strain at tlic reins,* with savage goads tliry 
incite their innocent teams ; then too an awful 
prodigy of heaven stirs the armies, and from tliis 
side and that roll murmurs tlirougli tlie muttering 
hosts ; often do they bum to renew the flpht, to <!a-.h 
forsvard and to set tJteirwhole array in the wretdir^* 
patli. 

lx)ng time, offendetl alike by eartli ar.>! the f,>fn- 
panv of the had Ptrty* in a 

remote region of the heasem, with unwonted 
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quRmquam, hacc ira sinnt» ncc lu raihl sanguine 
longc — , 

tc, gener, ct inbeo ; sceptri si Innta cupido cst, 
exuo regales bnbitus, i» I^mnn ct Argos 
solus babe ! " non verba inngis suadentia frangunt 
accensos, sumptjsqnc scmcl conalibus obstnnt, 43G 
quam Scytha cun*atis crcctus flucUbus umquam 
Tontus Cynneos vetuit concurrere monies, 
ut periisse prcces geminoque nd proclia fusos 
pulvere cornipedcs explorariquc furentum 440 

in digUis amenta videt, fugit omnia linquens, 
castra, \*iros, gencrum, TJicbas, ac fata monentem 
conversumque iugo propcllit Ariona : quails 
demissus curru laevae jwst praemia sortis 
umbrarum custos munmquc nonssimus hcres 445 

palluit, amisso venlens in Tartara caelo. 

Non tamen indulsit pugnae cunctataque primo 
substitit in scelerc et paulum Fortuna morata est. 
bis cassae periere ^ac, bis comminus actos* 
avertit bonus error equos, puraeque nefandi 450 
sanguinis obliquis ceciderunt ictibus hastae. 
tendunt frena manu, sae^is calcaribus urgent 
immeritos ; movet et geminas venerabile divom 
prodigium tunnas, allemaque murmura volvont 
mussantes : iterare acies, procurrere saepe 455 

impetus et totum miseris opponere bellum. 

lamdudum terris coetuque offensa deorum 
aversa caeli Pietas in parte sedebat, 
non habitu, quo nota prius, non ore sereno,® 

^ actos w ; ictos P. • 1. 459 omitted in so me uss. 

• To prevent the horses from swerving. 

* For the translation of this word see note on x. 780. 
Here it has reference to the ties of natural affection (hence 
her appeal to Nature), which the brothers are breaking. 
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fur)’ I Tlicc, focman, I beseech — nlthoURh, did thy 
Mge sufTcr thee, thou too art not far from me in 
blood— thee, son-in-law, I command as well ; if thy 
lust of po\\cr is so fjrcat, I put off tins royal robe, go 
take Lema and Argos for thyself alone ! ” But his 
persuasion no more abates their kindled rage, or 
checks their oncc-dctcrmincd purpose, than did the 
Scythian Pontus ever slay the Cyancan rocks from 
clashing, though it rose higli svith arching waves. 
\M»en he sees his prayers arc fruitless, and the teams 
galloping in twofold dust to battle, and the frenzied 
princes feeling their hold on tlie javelin-strap, he 
flees away leaving all, camp, army, son-in-law and 
Thebes, and drives Arion forward, though he turn 
him in the yoke and give fateful warning : even as 
the warden of the shades and the third heir of the 
world, after the lot's unkind apportioning, leapt 
down from his chariot and grew pale, for he was come 
to Tartarus and heaven was lost for ever. 

Yet would not Fortune suffer the fray, but halted 
at the opening of the crime, and delayed awhile. 
Twice were their onslaughts wasted, twice did a 
kindly mischance divert their charging steeds, and 
their flung darts fell aside pure of unnatural blood. 
They strain at the reins,® with savage goads they 
incite their innocent teams ; then too an awful 
prodigy of heaven stirs the armies, and from this 
side and that roll murmurs through the muttering 
hosts ; often do they bum to renew the fight, to dash 
fonvard and to set their whole array in the wTetches’ 
path. 

Long time, offended alike by earth and the com- 
pany of the gods, had Piety** been sitting in a 
remote region of the heavens, with unwonted 
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sed vittis exuta comam, fraternaque bella, 460 
ceu soror infeljx pugnantum aut anxia mater, 
deflebat, saevumque lovem Parcasque nocentes 
vociferans, seseque polls et luce relicta 
descensuram Erebo et StygJos iam malle penates. 
"quid me," ait," ut saevis animantum ac saepedeorum 
obstaturam animis, princeps Natura, creabas ? 4CG 
nil iam ego per populos, nusquam reverentia nostii. 
o furor, o homines diraeque Prometheos artes I 
quam bene post P^Trrham tellus pontusque vacabant^ I 
cn mortale genus I " dixit, speculataque tempus 470 
nuxilio " temptemus," ait, " licet inrita concr." 
dcsiluitque polo, nivcus sub nubibus atris^ 
quamquam macsta deac sequitur vestigia limes, 
sfx stcterat campo, subita mansucscerc pace 
agmina sentiriquc ncfas ; tunc ora madcscunt 475 
pectoraque, et tacitus subrepsit fratribus horror, 
arma ctiam simulat.a gcrcns cuUusque viriles, 
nunc his, nunc illis "agitc, ilc, ob^istite," clnmat, 

** quis nati fralresquc flomi, quis pignora tanta I 
lilc quoque — nonnc palam est uUro misercscere 
divos ? — 480 

tela cadunt, cunclanlur cqui, Fors ipsa repognat.’’ 

Xonnilnl inipulerat dubtos, ni tor\'n notassct 
Tl^iplione fraucles cac7<*st|que ocior ignc 
adforct Incrcpitans: "quid belli obsertcris ausis, 

» vacnliant Tocabat Pt Tacarrnt Py. 

* atrls SfhraJtrt iV. 



THEBAID, XI. 460-484 


dress and troubled countenance, and fillets stripped 
from off her hair : she bewailed the fraternal strife, 
as though a hapless sister or anxious mother of 
the fighters, and loudly chiding cruel Jove and the 
guilty Fates protested she would leave heaven and 
the light of day, and descend to Erebus, for already 
she preferred the abodes of Styx. “ Why, sovereign 
Nature, didst thou create me to oppose the passions 
of living folk and often of the gods ? Nought am I 
any more among men, nowhere am I reverenced. 
Ah { what fury I alas I mankind, alas I dread 
Promethean skill ! How blessed was the vacancy 
of earth and sea after Pyrrha's time ! Behold the 
race of mortals 1 “ She spoke, and watching an 
occasion for her aid : “ Let me but try,” she cried, 
" though my attempt be fruitless.” Down from 
the pole she leapt, and beneath the darkened clouds 
a snow-white track followed the footsteps of tlie 
goddess, sad though she vas. Scarce had she set 
foot upon the plain, when a sudden pence stilled 
the fury of the warriors, and they were conscious of 
their crime ; then tears bedewed faces and breasts, 
and a silent horror stoic upon the brethren. Clad 
in feigned armour also and manly dress she cries now 
to these, now to those : ” Forward ! be moving ! 
'vithstand them ! ve who have sons nt home or 
brothers, or pledges held so dear. Even here — i< it 
not plain, the gods unasked arc pitiful? — weapons 
are falling, steeds w.avcring, nnd Chance herself 
resist*?.” 

Siic Ijad somewhat stirred tlie doubting lines, liad 
not grim Tisiplionc marketl tier tlrent, and swifter 
tJian fire from lieaven darteil to !icr >ii!e, rrjm'irhlf ;r 
her : ” Whv liindcrcst thou the deed* cf war, U 

4^3 



STATIUS 


numen iners pacique datum? cede, improba : noster 
hie campus nosterque dies ; nunc sera nocentes 486 
defendis Tliebas. ubi tunc, cum bella cieret 
Bacchus et armatas furiarent orgia matres ? 
aut ubi segnis eras, dum Martius impia serpens 
stagna bibit, dum Cadmus arat, dum \icta cadit 
Sphinx,^ 490 

dum rogat Oedipoden genitor, dum lampade nostra 
in thalamos locasta venit ? *’ sic Urget, et ultro 
vitantem aspectus etiam pudibundaque Jonge 
ora reducentem premit adstridentibus hydris 
intentatque faces; deiectam in lumina pallam 495 
diva trahit magnoque fugit questura Tonanti. 

Tunc vero accensae stimulls maioribus irae t 
arma placent, versaeque volunt spectare coliortes. 
instaurant crudelc nefas ; rex impius aptat 
tela ct funcstae casum prior occupat hastae. 500 
ilia viam medium clipei conata per orbem 
non perfert ictus ntque alto vincitur auro. 
tunc exsul subit et dare funesta precatur: 

" di, quos cfTosso non inritus ore rogavit 
Oedipodes flammarc* nefas, non improba posco* 605 
vota : piabo manus ct codem peclora ferro 
rcscindam, dum me moriens hie sceptra tenentem 
linquat et hunc sccum porlcl minor umbra doloreni.’’ 
Ijasta subit \elox equitis femur inter equique 
ilia, letum utriqur volen5*;sefl plaga sedentis 610 
laxato \itata genu, tamcn iiirita voti 

* dum Ticta eadil 5phint*#i dum victa cadit i’ll dum 
•rmlna surjrunt /V. 

* tlimmare lai* Jr»f^ tiaminate u. 

* prrtCtt w I ptr^Cet /*. 

* Mum utnque Toltna lentum utnmque rolans P, 
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sluggard, peace-devoted deity ? Hence, shameless 
one ! this battle-field, this day is mine ; too late now 
defendest thou guilty Thebes. Where wert thou 
then when Bacchus made war and the orgies drove 
the matrons to arms and madness ? Where wert 
thou idling, while the snake of Mars drank the un- 
hallowed flood, while Cadmus ploughed, while the 
Sphinx fell defeated, while Oedipus was questioned 
by his sire,® while by my torch’s light Jocasta was 
entering the marriage-chamber ? " So she upbrnids, 
and threatens her with hissing hydras and brandished 
torch, as she shrinks from her gaze and far wthdraws 
her shamefast face ; down over her eyes the goddess 
draws her mantle and flees to lay her complaint 
before the mighty Thunderer. 

Then verily arc they kindled to yet more fiery 
MTath ; battle pleases, and the armies, changed once 
more, arc willing to look on. They begin anew tlic 
savage work : tlie impious monarch aims his dart, 
and first dares the fortune of the deadly spear ; 
but striving to find a w.ay through the middle of tlie 
shield it strikes not home, but is bafllcd by the solid 
gold. Then the exile advances, and utters loud a 
deadly pr.aycr: '*Yc gods, %\hom blinded Oedipus 
besought not v.3lnly to blow tlje bh-jzc of crime, I 
niake no VTongful pica; witli this same steel will 
1 atone my deed and rend my breast, so that my 
riv.al die and leave me with the scejitrc in my gra'p, 
and, my vas«5.*il in the slundc*;, take that sorrow «iiJi 
Inm to the tomb.” llie swift jaxelin flies between 
horseman's thigh and horse’s flank, willing death 
fur both, but the blow was foiled by tlie nJrr't bent 

• When Ihev met at t!»ecn>s»-i\wdi. Tlie ieq<rt ci M*r» 
Vas a'.aln bj c'adnius after it |,ad kill'd tc 1-* eves- 
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numcn Incrs pnciqtjc dntum ? cctir, Improba : nobler 
li5c cninpus noslcrquc dies; nunc sera noccnlcs •JSG 
dcfcndls 'J'ljcbns. idn tunc, cum l)clla cicrct 
Bacchus ct nm^alas furlnrcnt orgin mntres? 
nut ubi scgiiis eras, dum Mnrlius impin serpens 
stagnn hibit, dum Cadmus nrat, dum vfeta endit 
Sphinx,' 4D0 

dum rognt Oedipoden gcnitor, dum lampade nostra 
in thalnmos locasta venit? ** sic urget, et ultro 
vitnntcm nspeclus ctiam pudtbundaquc longe 
ora rcducentcm premit adslridcnlibus liydris 
intentatque faces ; delectam in lumina pallara ^95 
diva trahit magnoque fugit questura Tonanti. 

Tunc vero accensac stiroulis maioribus irac : 
arma placent, versaeque volunt spcctare coliortes. 
instaurant crudclc nefas ; rex impius aptnt 
tela et funestae casum prior occupat Jiastac. ^00 

ilia viam medium clipci conala per orbem 
non perfert ictus atque alto vincitur nuro. 
tunc exsul subit et dare funesta precatur : 

“ di, quos effosso non inritus ore rogarit 
Oedipodes flammare^ nefas, non improba posco* 505 
vota : piabo manus et eodem pectora ferro 
rescindam, dum me moriens liic sceptra tenentem 
linquat et hunc secum portet minor umbra dolorem- 
hasta subit velox equitis femur inter equique 
ilia, letum utrique volens*; sed plaga sedentis 510 
laxato vitata genu, taraen inrita voti 

* dum victa cadit Sphinx w: dum vieta cadit PI: dum 
Semina sur^nt P3. 

* dammare late uss., Heinaius ; flammate 

* posco w : poscet P. 

* letum utrique volens w : lentum utrimque volans P. 
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knee, yet tlic spc.ir-point baffled of its vow found a 
wound flantwii^c In the horse’s ribs. Scorning tlie 
tightened rein tljc steed d.irts hc.idIong away, and 
traces a bloody cun*c along the reddened field. The 
oilier exults, thinking It his brother’s gore, and so 
thinks he himself In fear; and now the exile shakes 
free all his rein, and dashes in blind, impetuous 
onslaught against tJic wounded charger. Arms, 
bridles, weapons arc all mingled in confusion, botli 
horses lose their footing and arc tlirown to earth. 
Even ns at night two ships that the cloudy South 
wind has locked together break oars, entangle ropes, 
and, struggling witli each other and tlie storm through 
the long darkness, sink even as they are together to 
the depths : such was the appearance of tlie fight 
Witliout skill or fashion, onl^' in wratli and fury they 
engage, and see through their lielms the fiames of 
hate, and search with fiery glance each other’s 
countenance : no inter\'al of ground divides them, 
swords arc entangled, arms interlocked, and they 
catch the sound of each others cries like bugle or 
trumpet-call. As when rage has set lightning-sivift 
boars rushing headlong to the fight, and raised the 
bristles erect upon their backs, fire quivers in their 
eyes, and the cur\'ed tusks of crescent shape ring 
loud ; from a neighbouring height the anxious 
hunter w’atches the fray, and bids his hounds be 
silent : so bloodthirstily do they attack, nor yet do 
they deal mortal wounds, but the blood flows, the 
crime is accomplished. No more need is there of 
Furies : they only marvel and praise as tliey watch, 
and grieve that human rage exceeds their own. 
Each in furious lust seeks his brother’s life-blood, 
nor knows his own is flowing ; at last tlie exile rushes 
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cuspis in obliquis invcnit volnera costis. 
it praeceps sonipes strictae contemptor habenae 
arvaque sanguineo scribit rutilantia gyro, 
exsultat fratris credens hunc ille cruorem ; 51S 

credit ‘et ipse metu ; totis iamque exsul habenis 
indulget, caecusque avidos inlidit in aegrum 
cornipedem cursus. miscentur frena raanusquc 
telaque, et ad terram turbatis gressibus ambo 
praecipitant. ut nocte rates, quas nubilas auster 520 
implicuit, frangunt tonsas mulantque' rudentes, 
luctataeque diu tenebris biemique sibique, 
sicut Grant, imo pariter sedere profundo : 
haec pugnae facies, coeunt sine more, sine arte, 
tantum animis iraque, atque ignescentia cemunt 525 
per galeas odia et voltus rimantur acerbo 
lumine : nil adeo mediae telluris, et enses 
implicit! innexaeque manus, altemaque saevi 
murmura ceii lituos rapiunt aut signa tubarum. 
fulmineos veluti praeceps cum comminus egit ^30 
ira sues strictisque erexit tergora® saetis : 
igne tremunt oculi, lunataque dentibus uncis 
ora sonant ; spectat pugnas de rupe propinqua 
Venator pallens canibusquc silentia suadet; 
sic avidi incurrunt ; nccdum letalia miscent ^35 
volnera, scd coeptus sanguis, facinusque peractum est. 
nec iam opus cst Furiis ; tantum mirantur ct adstant 
laudantes, hominumque dolcnt plus posse furores, 
fratris uterquc furens cupit adfecfatque cruorem 
et nescit mannre suum ; tandem intuit exsul, 540 

* mutontque Pt nectuntque TFiYtin#: miscentque Slaitr. 

* ter^ora lltinMiuM t pectora Pu. 
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in, and calling on Ills right arm, whose ire is more 
valiant and which has the greater justice in his crime, 
drove his sword deep into his kinsman’s bodj, where 
the corslet’s lowest rim now gives with feathers ® but 
ill protection to the groin. The other, not yet in 
pain, but frightened by the first cold of the steel, 
%nthdraws his shaken Umbs behind his buckler, but 
soon more and more conscious of the wound he gasps 
and labours ; nor does his foe spare him as he gives 
way, but taunts him : “ Whither art thou retreating, 
brother ? Behold the somnolent languor, the ex- 
hausted sleep of kings ! See there long years of 
sheltered rule ! But here thou seest limbs hardened 
by want and exile ! Learn to be schooled in arms, 
nor trust to fortune ! ” 

So fight the hapless ones ; life yet remained, 
though feeble, in the wcked king, and his last drops 
of blood, and awhile he could liave stayed upright ; 
but purposely he falls, and even in the moment of 
death devises his last fraud. Cithaeron is startled by 
a shout,** and Ins brother thinking he has conquered 
raises his hands to heaven : “ ’I’is well, my vow is 
heard ; his eyes arc hea\y, and his face swims in 
death. Come, somebody, quick, away with the 
sceptre and the ornament of his locks, while he vet 
sees ! ” So speaking he drew nigli, and would niin 
also take his arms, as though to bear them to grace 
the shrines of liis victorious hand ; but the other's 
life was not yet spent, and he retained still breath 
enough to VTcak his avenging wrath ; and when he 
knew that he was standing over him and stooping 
to his bodv, he raises his wc.aj>on unj)crccivr<l and 
calling up his hatred to «trengthcn the m cak remnants 
of his failing life, no« glad to die, he left the itionl 
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in liis brother’s licart. Uiil he : ** Livest thou still, 
and doth thy malice yet sur\ivc, thou treacherous 
one, vho ^\ilt never merit .an abode of peace ? This 
way V iih me to the shades I Tlicrc too will I demand 
my rights, if but tl ‘ rii . * 

judge “still stands, 

No more he spake, 
beneath all his armed weight. 

Go, savage souls, and pollute baleful Tartarus .by 
your death, and cxiiaust all the punishments of 
Erebus ! And O ye Stygi.an goddesses, spare now 
the afTIictions of mankind ; in cveiy' land and 
througliout all ages let one day only liave seen so 
dread a crime ; let posterity forget the infamous 
horror, and kings alone recount that combat. 

But the sire, when he knew the horrid deed was 
over, burst out from his gloom profound, and in the 
dread gatewaydisplaysliis living corpse ; liis grey hair 
and beard are fdthy and matted with ancient gore, 
and locks congealed with blood veil his fur^’-haunted 
head ; deep-sunken are liis cheeks and eyes, and 
foul the traces of the sight’s uprooting. Tlie maid ** 
sustains his left arm that leans its weight upon her ; 
his right is supported by a staff. ’Tis even as though 
the furrower of sluggish Avernus through loathing 
of the shades should leave his bark and come up to 
the World above and affright the sun and the pale 
stars, though himself unable long to endure the air 
of heaven ; meanwhile the long talc grows as the 
ferrj'man dallies, and all along the banks the ages 
await him : in such wise docs he come forth upon the 
plain, and to his comrade ’mid her utter woe : “ Lead 

king of Tyre. Gnosus or Cnossus was a city of Crete, 
where Minos ruled. * Antigone. 
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ille autem ; *' %i\isne an adhuc manet ira superstesi 
perfide, nec sedes umquam meriture quietas ? 
hue mecura ad manes ! fllic quoque pacta' reposcam 
si mode Agenorei stat Gnosia iudicis urna, 57 

qua reges punire datur.*’ nec plura locutus 
concidit et totis fratrem gra\is obniit armis. 

Ite truces animae funestaque Tartara leto 
polluite et cunctas Erebi consumite poenas ! 67 

vosque mails hominum, Stygiae, iam parcite, divae : 
omnibus in terns scelus hoc omnique sub aevo 
\*iderit una dies, monstnimque infame futuris 
excidat, et soli memorent haec proelia reges. 

At genitor sceleris comperto fine profundis 5S( 
erupit tenebris, saevoque in limine profert 
mortem imperfectam : veteri stat sordida tabo 
utraque* canities, et durus sanguine crinis 
obnubit furiale caput ; procul ora genaeque 
intus et effbssae squalent vestigia lucis. B8i 

^•i^go autem impositae sustentat pondera laevae, 
dextra sedet baculo. qualis si puppe relicta 
exosus manes pigri sulcator Avemi 
exeat ad superos solemque et pallida turbet 
astra, nec Ipse diu fortis patiensque supeml 690 
neris ; interea longum cessante magistro ’ 
crescat opus, toti«que* exspectent saecula ripis : 
talis init campum, comitique extrema gementi 

* pacta w ; parta P. 

* utraque w, Priiciam hirtaque Heintiut: atraqoe, 
Ictraquc ^dd. 

* totisque P s tosti^que. solisquc, tota atque ^dJ. 


• Minos, who wsssoo of Europot dao^bter ofAgenoft 
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nie,” he cries, “ to my sons, I pray, and set their 
lather on the new-slain corpses.” The maiden hesi- 
tates, not knoAVing what he purposes ; arms, men, and 
chariots block their way, and entangle and delay 
them, and the old man’s steps falter in the high- 
piled carnage, and his hapless guide hath sore ado. 
But when the virgin's shriek betrayed the long- 
sought bodies, he flung his full length on the cold 
limbs. No word the old man spake : he lies and 
moans upon their bloody wounds, nor do the long- 
attempted words follow. At length while he gropes 
and searches for the faces hidden within their helms 
the father found utterance for his long-silent grief : 

Late after so long time art thou come, aficction, 
to sway my heart ? Doth mercy dwell in this human 
breast ? Ah I tliou hast conquered, Nature, con- 
quered this unhappy father 1 Behold, I weep, and 
my tears steal over these dry wounds, this sinful 
hand follows with womanly beating of my !)rc.ast. 
Receive tliese fitting obsequies of your unliallowcd 
deaths, O cniel ones, too truly mine I I cannot 
recognize my sons, nor suit my wonis — tell me, 
daughter, I beg, wliich am 1 lioldlng ? With what 
honours now can one so cruel ns I perform your rites ? 
Oh, if my eyes could be restored forme tormd tliem ! 
Oh, if 1 could wreak mv r.sgc upon my countenance 
as once I did ! All, svoc ! nlas, for a parent's prayers 
and curses gr.snted too faithfully ! Wfust p»d was 
it stood by when I pravcil, and caught my wonlt and 
told tiu'in to the I’atrs ? *Twas msdne*s cau^rtJ 
those ills, and the rurv,Bnd mv fatlier and my rn-’tJirr 
and my kingd(,m and iny fallmj? ryrs— rv’t I ! By 
Ois 1 fwc.ir It, and bv the slarVnr*s 1 I *vrd ar. 1 
tills my innocciit guide, ^ xiiav 1 go to Tartaruj by * 
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mortc, ncc iratn fu^lat me I/nliis 
ci mihi, qttos nexus fralnim, qimc volncra trncto ! 
solvitc qunc«o mnnus hifcstaquc \lncula tnndem C2 j 
divitlitc, ct medium nunc «altcm ndmittltc p.itrcm. 
tnlia dcqjiestus pnuintim Insumjiscrat iras 
mortis, ct occuUc tclum, ni nata vctarct, 
quacrebat ; sed cautn maim subtraxcrat eases 
Antigone, furit indc scncx : “ iibi noxia tela ? 
beu Furiac ! num totum abiil in corpora fcmim ? 
(Ireentem comes acgjn Icv.at mutumque dolorcin 
ipsa premit, sacrum gaudens planxissc parentem. 

Olim aulem inccplac clamorc exterrita pugnae 
regina cxtulcrat notum pcnclralibus ensem, 
ensem sceptriferi spoUum lacrimabile Lai. 
multaque cum superis et diro questa cubill 
et nati furiis et prim! coniugis umbris, 
luctata cst dextra, et prono ^ix pectore ferrum 
intravit tandem : venas perrumpit aniles 
volnus et infelix lustratur sanguine lectus. 
illius cxili stridentem in pectore plagam 
Ismene conlapsa super lacrimisque comisque 
siccabat plangens : qualis Mnrathonide silva 
flebilis Erigone caesi prope funera patris 
questibus absumptis tristem iam solvere* nodum 
coeperat et fortes ramos moritura ligabat. 

Et jam laeta ducum spes elusisse duorum 
res Amphionjas alio sceptrumque maligna 
transtulerat Fortuna manu, Cadmique tenebat 650 

* solvere w : vulnere volvere, involvere, iungere 
But Lfmaire's laxare ut se strangularel is clearly riffltt’ 
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worthy death, nnd L.niiis* shade not angrily shun my 
presence ! Woe is me, what brotherly embraces 
are these, what arc these wounds I feel ? Loose 
your hands, I entreat, and relax at last these deadly 
bonds, now at least let your sire come between you.” 
Amid such laments he little by little had become in 
mood for death, and secret!}', lest his daughter 
should prevent him, sought a weapon ; but prudent 
Antigone had withdrawn their swords from his reach. 
Then the old man in uTath : ” Where are the 
weapons of death ? Alas ! 5 'e Furies ! has the blade 
sunk all its length into their bodies ? ” His feeble 
comrade lifts him as he speaks, and hides her o^^*n 
mute sorrow, rejoicing that grief has touched her 
savage sire. 

But the queen, terrified by the shout that marked 
the fight begun, had then brought forth from her 
chamber the famous sword, the sword that was the 
lamentable spoil of sceptred Laius. And uath 
much complaining of the gods above and her dire 
couch and her son’s madness and the shade of her 
first lord she strove with her right hand, yet scarce 
at length as she leaned fonvard did the steel make 
entrance to her breast ; the wound rent her aged 
veins, and the ill-fated couch is purged in blood. As 
the blade grated upon her skinny bosom Ismene fell 
upon her and weeping stanched the wound ^nth her 
hair and tears : as uhen in the Marathonian gl.ade 
sorrowful Erigone wept her fill for her slain sire, 
and already was untying the fatal girdle, and bent 
on death was fastening it to the sturdy boughs. 

And now, rejoicing to have foiled the hopes of both 
the princes, Fortune with spiteful hand had trans- 
ferred elsewhere the sceptre of Aniphion s realm, 
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iura Creon. miser heu bcllonim terminus ! ilH 
pugnarant fratres. Imnc ct Mavortia clamant 
Semina, et impensus patriae paulo ante Menoeceus 
conciliat populis. scandit fatale tyrannis 
flebilis Aoniae solium : pro blanda potestas 655 
et sceptri malesuadus amor I numquamne priorum 
haerebunt documenta novis ? iuvat ecce nefasto 
stare loco regimenque manu tractare cruenturo ! 
quid, melior Fortuna, potes ? iam flectere patrem 
incipit atque datis abolere Menoecea regnis. 660 
primum adeo saevis imbutus moribus' aulae 
indicium specimenque sui iubet igne supremo 
arceri Danaos, nudoque sub axe relinqui 
infelix bellum et tristes sine sedibus umbras, 
mox reducem Ogygiae congressus limine portae 
Oedipodem extimuit paulum, seseque minorem 
confessus tacite, promptamque coercuit iram ; 
sed redit in regem caecumque audentius hostem 
increpitans “procul,” inquit, “abi, victoribus omen 
invisum, et Furias averte ac moenia lustra 670 

discessu Thebana tuo ! spes longa peracta est : 
vade, iacent nati. quae iam tibi vota supersunt ? 

Horruit instinctu rabido, steteruntque trementes 
ceu visu squalore^ genae,® seniumque recessit. 
tunc natam baculumque manu dimisit, et irae 
innixus tumido vocem de pcctore rumpit : 

*' iamne vacat saerire, Creon ? modo perfida regna 
fortunaeque locum nostrae, miserande, subisti, 

* Imbutus moribus ia/# : Imbutum moribus 

Imbutus amorihus w. 

* squalore P i prarsente «. • pc nae w i comae P‘ 
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and Crcon licld the power of Cadmus. Ah, miserable 
end of war 1 for him had the brothers fought. Him 
does the seed of Mars proclaim, and Menoeceus 
lately offered to save the state endears him to the 
people. He climbs the tlironc of distressful Aonia, 
that brings death to tyrants : ah, flattering power ! 
ill-counselling ambition ! Will new rulers ne’er take 
heed by the examples of tlie old ? Lo I he delights 
to stand in the accursed spot, and exert a bloody 
sway. What availest thou, kindlier Fortune ? Al- 
ready he begins to blunt the feelings of a sire, and 
once upon the throne to wipe Menoeceus from his 
heart. First, imbued with the savage customs of 
the palace, as proof and sample of his rule, he bids 
the Danaans be debarred from funeral fire, and the 
unhappy host he left under the bare vault, and their 
sad shades without a resting-place. Next, meeting 
the returning Oedipus in the entrance of the Ogj’gian 
gate, he quailed for a moment, and o^vned his lesser 
rank in silence, and checked his ready ire ; but soon 
he resumes the king, and more boldly chiding his 
blind foe *. " Avaunt,” he cried, ” hateful omen to 
the conquerors, keep far hence thy Furies, and purify 
the Theban walls by thy departure ! Fulfilled is 
thy long-enduring hope : go, for thy sons lie dead ; 
what -wishes hast thou left ? ” 

A thrill of frenzy shook him, his squalid cheeks 
stood quivering as though he saw, and his old age 
fell from him. Then thrusting away his daughter 
and his staff, sustained by wrath alone, he utters a 
erj' in the indignation of his heart : " Hast thou 
already time to be cruel, Creon ? Cnmest thou but 
lately by treachery’ to my throne and place of rank, 
miserable uTetch, and art so soon permitted to 
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ct tibi inm fns c«:t rcgum cnlcnrc rulnos ? 
ifim tumulis viclo’^, j^ocios Jam mocnibus nrccs ? 650 

mncte, poles digne llicbarum i'Ceptra tiicri. 
lincc t\m prinm dies, sed cur nova contrnbis nmens 
iura ? quid nngustc tnnlos nicliris honorcs ? 
cxsiliuni intendis. timida inclcmentia regum 
ista ! feros nvidus quin protinus imbuis crises ? 683 
crede, licet, veniat cupidus parcre satcllcs 
intrepidusque sccct non cvitnnlia colla. 
incipe 1 an exspectas, ut proniis supplice dextra 
sternar et immitis domint vestigia quncram ? 
fmgc autem tcmptarc, sines ? miliine iilla niinaris 
supplicia, aut ullos roris supcrcssc timorcs ? ^ 691 

linquere tecta iubes ? caelum tcrramque rcliqui 
sponte, atque ultricem crudclis in ora retorsi 
non ullo cogente manum : quid tale iubere, 
rex inimice, potes ? fugio excedoque nefandis 695 
sedibus ; an refert, quo funera longa measque 
transportem tenebras ? ne non gens cuncta precanti 
concedat, patriae quantum miser incubo terrae ? 
sed dulces Thebae. nimirum liic clarior ortus, 
et meliora meos permulcent sidera voltus, *^60 

hie genetrix natique. habeas Thebana regasque 
moenia, quo Cadmus, quo Laius omine rexit 
quoque ego ; sic thalamos, sic pignora fida capessas, 
nec tibi sit partus fortunam evadere dextra, 
sed lucem deprensus ames. satis omina sanxi,' 705 
due, age, nata procul. quid te autem luctibus addo ? 

* Literally “ I have hallowed good omens for you enough, 
ironically, of courses for the phrase cf. 1, 344 “rota sanxi. 

440 




TiinnAin, xi. f.:o-7oo 

trample on tlic ruin of klnp*! ? Already dost thou 
debar tlic connucrc<l from Inirial, our kinsmen from 
tliclr city ? W ell done ! thou canst worthily defend 
thcfcr]>trc ofTIjchrs ! Tins is thy first day of power, 
but by dost thou foolishU* restrict thy new authority? 
]^hy pmdpinply measure out so preat an office ? 
TIjou tlircatcno-sl exile : that Is but timorous liarsh- 
ncss in a monarch ! Why dost thou not forthwith 
imbue thy greedy blade ? 1*hou Ijast the power, 
believe me 1 some minion would come eager to obey, 
and fearlessly sever my unresisting neck. Begin 
then I or dost thou expect me to fall prostrate and 
'vith suppliant hand grope for my stem master’s 
feet ? But did 1 try, wouldst thou allow me ? Canst 
thou threaten me with any punislmients, or think 
that any terrors yet remain for me ? Dost thou bid 
jtte leave the palace ? Heaven and earth I have 
left of my own will, and uncompclled turned my fierce 
avenging hand on my own eyes : w’liat canst thou 
command to equal that, malicious monarch ? I take 
my flight, and leave an unhallowed land ; what 
matters it whither I convey my blindness and my 
lingering death ? Do I fear lest any people refuse 
to grant my prayer for as mucli of their soil as my 
miserable corpse svill cover ? But Thebes is sweet : 
ay, verilj’, here my birth is more renowned, here 
kindlier stars delight my vision, here are my mother 
and my sons ! Nay, keep thou Thebes and rule it, 
'vith Cadmus’ fortune and Laius’ and mine ; in such 
''ise marry, and beget loyal sons ! and lack the 
^urage to escape by thy own hand the blows of 
Fortune, but w’hen thou art in the toils, then Iiold 
fife dear. There, ’tis enough of blessings ® ! come, 
daughter, lead me far away; yet W’hy do I make thee 
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rex Tliebanus opem ? miserae quid crimina gentis 
pandere, quid casus juvat ostentare pudendos ? 735 

conde, precor, quodcumque sum us, nec longa precamur 
dona, Creon : miserere senis, maestosque parentis 
hie, precor, hie manes indulge ponere : certe 
Thebanos sepelire licet.” sic orat humique 
volvitur ; abducit genitor saevumque minatur 740 
indignans veniam. quails leo rupe sub alta, 
quem viridem quondam silvae montesque^ tremebant, 
iam piger et longo iacet exarmatus ab aevo, 
magna tamen facies et non adeunda senectus ; 
et si demissas venlat mugitus ad aures, 745 

erigitur meminitque sui, viresque solutas® 
ingemit et campis alios regnare leones. 

Flectitur adfatu, sed non tamen omnia rector 
suppUcis indulget lacrimis partemque reeidit 749 
muneris. “ liaud,” inquit, “patriis prohibebere longe 
fmibus, occursu dum non pia tempio domosque 
commacules. habeant te lustra tuusque CithaeronJ 
atque haec ecce tuis tcllus habitabilis umbris, 
qua bellum geminaeque iacent in sanguine gentes. 
sic ait, et ficto comitum volgique gementis 755 

adsensu limen tumidus regale petebat. 

Interea pulsi vallum exitiale Pelasgi 
destituunt furto ; null! sua signa suusque 
ductor : eunt taciti passim et pro funere pulchro 
dedecorem amplexi vitam reditusque pudendos. 760 
nox favet et grata profugos amplectitur umbra. 

* silrae monlfsqiie u s -que atnnesque PBQK. 

• sotuta? PIiDy2Q, 1> (tciM pcractaa wrUttn ovtrp 
peractas Kys, 
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for a Theban king ? Both it please thee that he 
should recount the crimes of our unhappy race, and 
show forth all his shameful plight ? Conceal us, I 
pray, whate’er we are — no lengthy boon, O Creon t 
pity his old age, and grant me here, ay, here, I beg, 
to lay to rest my sire’s unhappy spirit. Surely 
Thebans may have burial ! ” So prays she, prostrate 
on the ground ; her father leads her away, vith angry 
words and scorning pardon. Even as a lion, whom 
once in his youth the woods and mountains trembled 
at, now lies sluggish beneath a lofty rock and dis- 
armed by length of years : yet even in age is he 
terrible of aspect and not to be approached, and 
should the noise of lowing come to his languid ears, 
he springs up and remembers himself, and groans 
that his strength is broken, and tliat other lions lord 
it upon the plains. 

The monarcli is moved by her plea, yet grants not 
everj'thing to the suppliant’s tears, but cuts sliort 
a part of liis bounty. “ Tliou sl)alt not,” he cries, 

” be kept far from tlic boundaries of thy land, so be 
it thou defile not with thy presence its sacred shrines 
and homes. Let the wilds of tliy Citli.ieron hold 
thee; nndlol this land is n fit dwelling for thy dark- 
ness, where tlie fight was fought and two races lie 
in blood.” So lie speaks, .and in haughty pride, amid 
the feigned applauding of his train and the weeping 
folk, sought tlie p.-vlace gate. 

Mctanwhilc the routcil Pcla^gians steal away from 
tlieir fatal camp ; none has his own ensigns or chief 
to follow ; silently in sc.attered niut they go, and In- 
stead of a glorious death they cheri'h di'lionoured 
life and a shameful liome'coming. Nigiit fas ours the 
fugitis es and slirouds them in welcome gloom. 
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Nondum cuncta polo vigil inclinavcrnt nslra 
ortus ct instantcm cornu temiiorc \i(lcbat 
Luna dicm, trcpidas ubi iam Titbonia nubcs 
discutit ac rcduci magnum parat actlicra Pliocbo 
agmina iam raris Dircaca penalibus errant, 
noctis questa moras; qunmvis tuncotia tandem 
et primus post bella sopor, tamen aegra quictem 
pax fugat ct saevi mcminit victoria belli, 
vix prime proferre gradum ct munimina valli 
solvere, vix totas rescrare audacia portas ; 
slant veteres ante ora metus campique vacantis 
horror : ut adsiduo inctatis nequore tcllus 
prima labat, sic attoniti nil comminus ire 
mirantur fusasque putant adsurgere turmas. 
sic ubi perspicuae scandentem limina turris 
Idaliae volucres fulvum aspexere draconem, 

* — o*- valiant 

proelia pinnas ; 

■ ' ■ ' * ' • m aera nudum 

Candida turba timet, tandemque ingressa volatus 
horret et a mediis etiamnum respicit astris. 

Itur in exsanguem populum bellique iacentis 
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“ Tlie Dawn (Aurora), wife of Tilhonus. 
* Doves, saerra to Venus. 
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Not yet liad the wakeful dawn put all the stars to 
flight from heaven, and the moon was beholding the 
approach of day with fading horn, wliat time Tithonia® 
scatters the clouds in hurrj’ing rout, and prepares the 
wde firmament for the return of Phoebus ; already 
Dircean bands stray forth from their scanty dwellings, 
complaining of the tardy night ; although not till 
then had they rested, or gained their first sleep 
after battle, yet a troubled peace forbids repose, and 
Wctoij' still remembers the horrors of war. Scarce 
at first dare they to step forth and destroy the ram- 
part works, scarce wholly to unbar the gates ; the 
old fears rise before them, and the dread of the 
deserted plain : just as to men long tossed on ocean 
earth heaves at first, so are they spellbound and 
amazed that nought assails them, and fancy that tlie 
slain Iiosts rise up again. So when Idalian birds ® 
have seen a ta^vny snake climbing the threshold of a 
conspicuous tower, they drive their little ones within 
and wall the nestling brood behind their talons, and 
stir their unwarlike Avings to battle ; and though he 
soon retreat, yet the wliite flock fears the empty 
air, and when at last they venture flight they thrill 
with terror and still look back from the mid-vault of 
heaven. 

Forth they go to the bloodless multitude and the 
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rclltquln*;, qtinrumquc' tiolor lurtiiiqiic mirnti 
cxcgcrc tluccs ; hi Irin, h! ccjrjtorn, nt IIH 
cacsoruni tnnlum orn \hlcnt niicnnquc iuxta 25 
pcctora ; pars currtis <!rflctit \iiluN(pic Inqtninlur, 
hoc solum quia restate cqiifs ; j>ars oscula figunt 
vulncribus magtiis ct clc \irtutc qucrunlur. 
frlgida dlgcritur strnges : palucrc rcclsac 
cum capulls linslisquc nianus medihque sagittac 30 
luminibiis stanlcs ; miiltis vestigia caedfs 
nulla, ruunt planctu pendente ct uhlquc parato, 
nt circum informes truncos nnscrabllc surgit 
certamcn, qui iusta ferant, qui funcra ducant. 
saepe ctlam liostllcs — lusit Torltma parumper— 33 
decepti flevcre viros j nee ccrla facultas 
noscere, quern miscrl vilent calcentve cruorem. 
at quibus cst inlacsa domus vacuique doloris,® 
aut deserta vagi Danaum tentoria lustrant 
immittuntque faces, aut—quae post bella facultas® — 
quaerunt, dispersus iaccat quo pulvcre Tydeus, 
an rapli pateat specus augurts, aut ubi divum 
hostis, an aetheriae vivant per membra fa'villae. 
iam lacrimis exempta dies, nec seriis abegit 
Vesper : amant miseri lamenta malisque fruimtur. 4S 
nec subiere domos, sed circum funera pemox 
turba sedet, vicibusque datis alterna gementes 
igne feras planctuque fugant ; nec dulcibus astris 
victa, nec adsiduo coierunt lumina fletu. 
tertius Aurorae pugnabat Lucifer, et iam 50 

montibus orbatis, lucorum gloria, magnae 

' quacumfjHe PD late mss. t qua quemque w. 

* doloris Gronovius {te. et qui)-: dolores Pws dolore 
Jleinaius. * facultas PDN : voluptas w. 
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remnants of tlic fallen host, wherever grief and in- 
dignation, blood-stained guides, impel them ; some 
beliold the weapons, some the bodies, otiicrs but the 
faces of the slain, witli strangers’ limbs near by; 
some mourn their chariots, and address — all they 
can do — the widowed steeds ; others imprint kisses 
on gaping wounds, and bcw.ail the valour of the dead. 
Tlicy sort out the cold licaps of slain : severed hands 
appear with lances and sword-hilts in their grip, and 
aITo^^•s fixed in eyes ; many find no traces of their 
dead, and rush about, with grief ever ready and on 
the verge. But around the unsigl>tly corpses a piti- 
able strife arises, who shall perform the rites and 
make their funeral. Often too were they deceived — 
Fortune mocking them awhile — and wept for foe- 
men ; nor was it easy to tell what carnage to avoid 
and what to trample. But those whose homes have 
suffered not, and who are spared all anguish, either 
stray around the deserted tents of the Danoans and 
set them afire, or — so far as they can after battle — 
search where lies the dust-bespattered Tydeus, 
whether the chasm of the ravished augur still be 
gaping, where is the enemy of the gods, and whether 
the heavenly embers still glow among his limbs. 
Already the daylight faded upon their tears, nor did 
late Vesper drive them away ; in their misery they 
love their lamentation and feast upon their sorrow. 
Nor return they to their homes, but sit all night about 
the corpses, and bewailing them by turns ward off 
the beasts by fires and sounds of woe ; nor did their 
eyes close yielding to the sweet influence of the stars, 
nor through constant w’eeping. For the third time 
Aurora strove %vith the Morning Star, and already 
the mountains are despoiled, and mighty trunks of 
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Tcumc'il vcncrc ct nmlc.i Cillincron 

silvn rogis ; nrtlcnl cxci^ne vl^ccrn gcnlin 
molibus cxslrucUs ; .xiiprcino muncrc gntulrnt 
Ogygjf manes ; qucritiir itnserahi’Ic Grainni 
nitcla coliors vcHltimqtic gcniens circiinisolal fgncin. 
accipit ct snevi manes KteoclK iniqiios 
Imiulqunqiiam rcgalis honos, Argiviis Iiaberl 
frntcr iussus ndhuc ntqtic exstjP pcilitnr umbra. 

At non plcbcfo fumnre Mcnoccca busto CO 

rex gciulor Tlicbaequc siimnt, nee robora vilem 
struxcriint dc niorc rogtim ; sed bellfciis agger 
curribus et clipcis Gralorumquc oninUms armis 
sternitur ; bosUlcs super ipse, ut victor, neervos, 
pacifera lauro crincm villisqtjc dccorus C5 

accubat : baud alitcr, qtiam cum poscentibus astris 
laetus in accensa iacuitTiryntIlius Octn. 
spirantes super inferias capllva Pclasgum 
corpora frenatosquo pater, solacia forti® 
bellorum, mactabat cquos ; his arduus ignis 70 
palpitat, et gemitus tandem erupere paterni : 

** o nisi magnanimae nimius tc laudis inisset 
ardor, Echionios niccum venerande penates 
atque ultra recture puer, venientia qui nunc 
gaudia et ingratum regni mibi munus acerbas I 75 
tu superum convexa L*cet coetusque perenni — 
credo equidem — virtute colas, milii flebile semper 
numen eris : ponant aras excelsaque' Thcbae 
templa dicent ; uni fas sit lugere parenti. 
et nunc heu quae digna tibi sollemnia quasve SO 
largiar exsequias ? nee si fatale potestas 

* exsul a Jleidelherff commentator : exsule Pu. 

* forti PBDQl : fortes KQSx forfis iT; sorti late uss. 
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Tr fJir plor»‘ of llir jrnirr«, nnrl ll>r tJn)brr 

f'f C'llhsrT'nn. frirnd of the fiinrrnl pvrr, I's come; 
fin llir IkkHc^ of tlir nunc(i 

r.trn ; j3,r pnn rrjoirr nl tlir l.T^t tribute ; 

!»ut |]jc tnibufir-fl Iritnp of fJrcrk'i r.il'ic' ])iti.’iMc 
lamr-Dt, itjoitiin;* rti't flNitit t!ir forbtrMcn flrc^. 
N<ir llir mifl 'piril of firrrr I’.troelcs receive 
Ibr linnourN *if n prinrr; l»U l»n»llirr l>v rotnmand is 
brill nn AiTrixc *lill, ajul Ills oiill.iwcd «i|i.ndc is driven 
n« ny. 

Ibii Mrnoeertts l< imt ^uflered by Tbebes or tbc 
bi»i;r biv fallicr to bum upon n ndtjnr ]>yrc, no heap 
of Inps funns a cotninoti, rustomarv mound, but a 
vnrliKr pile of ebari«»ts ami fliields and nil tbc 
wcatK>ns of the fire«-Ks Is raised ; on tl)c massed 
trophies «if tin* for hr bl»nse!rHkc a coufjucror is laid* 
Ids locks adorned «illi peacc*brir)pinj: laurel and 
"oollen fillets : just as when tbc Tiryntlnan, sum- 
moned by tbc stars, laid him down with joy on 
kindled Octa. 'rbercon did Ins sire sacrifice yet 
living victims, I’clasglan captives and bridled steeds* 
a solace to bis warlike valour ; upon them tbe tower- 
ing flames quiver, n?ul at last bis fatber’s groans 
burst forth : “ Ah ! bad not overmastering desire 
of noble praise possessed tlice, my son, thou badst 
been revered alike witli me, ay, even ruled Eebion’s 
city, but now tbou cmbittcrcst my coming joys and 
the ungrateful burden of a realm. Though thy un- 
failing virtue dwell in heaven amid the companies 
of the gods — as I verily believe — ;j’et, I shall ever 
mourn thee, deity as thou art : let Thebes build 
altars and dedicate lofty fanes ; suffer thy sire alone 
to lament thee. And noxv, alas, xvhat worthy rites, 
xvhat funeral pomp can I lavish on thy tomb ? I 
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Argos ct ImpiiNas ciocrl m!«.<Trc Myccn.i*, 
mcqtic super, cul vltn — ntfus ! — ct songiilnc nail 
parltis honos. endrmne cnilctn Inipln bclla 
tc, pucr, ct diros inlscrc In Tnrtnrn Tmlrcj ? 85 

ct nunc Oedipodi par cst fortima doloris 
nc mihi ? qtinin similes gcinlmus, bone luppltcr, 
umbras ! 

accipc, nntc, tui nova llbamcntn triumpiu, 
nccipc ct boc regimen dcxlrac frontl'squc superbac 
vincula, quae patri mlnlmtim laclanda* dedfsti. 00 
regem tc, regem triples Etcoclcos unjbrae 
aspiciant.’* simul bacc dlccns crlncmquc manumque 
dcstruit, accensaque Herat vlolcntius Ira : 

“ snevum agedum immitcmquc vocent, si funera 
Lemae 

tecum arderc veto ; longos utinam nddere sensus 03 
corporibus caeloque anlmas Ereboque nocentes 
pellere fas, ipsumque feras, ipsum unca volucrum 
ora sequi atque artus regum* monstrare nefandos ! 
ei mihi, quod positos humus alma diesque resolvet. 
quare iterum repetens iterumque edico : suprema 
ne quis ope et flammis ausit iuvisse Pelasgos j 101 
aut nece facta luet numeroque explebit adempta 
corpora ; per superos magnumque Menoecea iuro. 
dixit, et abreptum comites in tecta ferebant. 

Flebilis interea vacuis comitatus ab Argis — 105 

fama trahit miseras — orbae viduaeque ruebant 
Inachides ceu capta manus ; sua volnera cuique, 

^ minimum laetanda P; nimium gestanda w. 

* *regum w : ferrum P : Ganvd conj, fratrum . . . vorandos. 
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could not, even lind I power to mingle bnncfid Argos 
ond stricken Mycenae with thy n^Iic*?, nnd fling my- 
self upon them, uho have gained life — ah I horror! 
—and mynl ftatc h}* the blood of my son ! Hath 
one day, one same imhatloncd war sent thee, boy, 
nnd those tlrcad brothers to Tartarus together? 
Arc Oedipus now nnd I in equal plight of sorrow? 
Like Indeed arc the shades we mourn, O righteous 
Jove ! Receive, niy son, new ofTcrings to grace thy 
triumph, receive this ruling sceptre of m}* right hand 
and this haughty crown that binds my brow, thy gifts 
unto thy sire — small joy indeed to him I As king, 
ay, king let the sullen shade of Eteocles behold 
thee ! ” So speaking he strips head and hand, and 
'Nith >NTnth inflamed continues in more violent 
strain : " Gjinc then, let them call me fierce and 
heartless, if I forbid the Lemaean dead to burn witli 
thee ; M'ould I could put lingering life M-ithin their 
bodies nnd drive their guilty souls from licaven and 
Erebus, nnd myself, ay myself go searcli for vild 
beasts and birds with Iiookcd mouths, and show them 
the accursed limbs of the princes ! Woe is me, that 
the kindly earth and the lapse of time will resolve 
them w’here they lie 1 Wherefore again and again 
I repeat my stern decree : let none venture to give 
the aid of final fire to the Pclasgians, or he will atone 
his deed by death, and fill up the tale of corpses : by 
the gods above and by great Menoeccus I swear it ! ” 
He spoke, and his companions dragged him aw’ay and 
bore him to the palace. 

Meanwhile a sorrow’ful band of Inachian women, 
widowed and bereaved — drawn, hapless ones, by 
the sad tidings — were hastening, like a captive 
throng, from desolated Argos ; each had her o^ra 
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par habitus cunctis, dcicctl in pcctora crincs 
accincticjuti sinus ; mananl lacera ora cruentis 
unguibus, et molles planctu crcvcre laccrti. 
prima per attonitas nigrac rcgina catervae, 
tristibus inlabcns famulis itcrumque resurgcns, 
quaerit inops Argia vias ; non regia cordi, 
non pater : una Tides, unum Polynicis amati 
nomen in ore sedet ; Dircen infaustaque Cadmi 115 
moenia posthabitis velit incoluisse Mycenis. 
proxima Lernaco Calydonidas agmine mixtas 
Tydeos exsequiis trahit baud cessura sorori 
Deipyle ; scelus ilia quidem morsusque profanes 
audierat miseranda viri, sed cuncta iocenti 1^0 

infelix ignoscit amor, post aspera visu, 
ac deflenda tamen, dlgno plangore Nealce 
Hippomedonta ciens. vatis mox impia coniunx 
lieu vacuos positura rogos. postrema gementum 
agmina Maenaliae ducit comes orba Dianae, 1^5 
et gramas Euadne : dolet hacc queriturque labores 
audacis pueri, magni memor ilia mariti 
it torvum lacrimans summisque irascitur astris. 
illas et lucis Hecate speculate Lycaeis 
prosequitur gemitu, duplexque ad litus euntes 130 
planxit ab IstUmiaco genctrix Thebana sepulcro, 
noctivagumque gregem, quamvis sibi luget, Eleusin 
flevit et arcanos errantibus extulit ignes. 
ipsa per aversos ducit Saturnia calles 
occultatque vias, ne plebs congressa suorum l® f 

* Statius seems to mean Deraeler here, though "Eleusin 
In ^ii. 411 above means the town of Eleusis, 

* Juno. 
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wounds, all were in similar plight, with hair hanging 
down upon their bosoms and high*girt raiment ; their 
faces torn by their cruel nails were streaming, their 
tender arms were swollen with beating. First of her 
stricken sisters, helpless Argia, queen of the sable- 
clad company, seeks tier path, sinking upon her 
sorrowing maidens and anon struggling to her feet ; 
no thought has she of her sire or royal home *, one 
devotion fills her heart, one name, tliat of her be- 
loved Polynices, is on her lips ; she would fain forget 
Mycenae and make Dirce and Cadmus' ill-starred 
city her abode. Next Dcipylc, as eager as her sister, 
brings Calydonian women mingling with the train of 
Lerna to Tydeus' obsequies ; she had heard, un- 
happy one ! of her Imsband’s crime and impious 
gnauing, but love in affliction forgives tlie slain one 
all. After her Ncalce, wild of aspect, yet rousing 
tearful compassion, bewails Hippomedon with the 
grief that is his due. Then comes the seer s un- 
righteous spouse, doomed alas ! to build an empty 
pyre. The bereft comrade of Macnalian Diana leads 
the rearmost companies of the mourners, and Lvndnc, 
bitter at heart : the one in querulous sorrow for the 
exploits of her daring boy, the other mindful of her 
might}' lord goes fiercely weeping and in UTath 
against high heaven. Ilccatc beheld them from tier 
Lycean groves and bore tlicm tearful company, and 
as they approached the double shore the Tiichan 
mother lamented from her Isthmian tomb ; tlu* 
F.leusinian,® though sorrowing for herself, wept for 
the night-wandering multitude, and sluiw cd her 
mystic fires to guide their errant 
Saturnian Miersclf lc:id> them tlmmgl. Inddcn plhj 

and conceals their going, Ic^l her own folk i.iould 
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ire velct pcrcnlquc plorln coepli. 

nee non fiincln (iucinii refovcmli coq>orn curnm 
Iris imbet, putrc«<que nreniih rorlhus ertus 
ambrosineque ripat sucis, ut lonplns obstent 133 
cxspcctcnlqtic rogunj ct flatninns non ante falbcnnt. 

Squalidns cccc germs ct innni vulncre palicns 
Omytus — hie socio de.scrtiis nb ngntine, tartlat 
plagn rcccns— titniclo scorcln per avia furlo 
debile carpit iter fractacqiic innititur bastae. 
isque ubi inota novo stupiiit loea sola tinnuUu l-<5 
femineumquc gregcin, quae inin snper agmina Lernne 
sola videt, non illc vlam causas\c rcqulrit, 
quippe patent, nmesto sed sic prior occupat ore : 

“ quo, miserac, quo fertis iter ? funusne peremptis 
speratis cincremque ^iris ? stat pcrvlgil lllic 150 
umbrarum custos inliumataquc corpora regi 
adnumerat. nusquam lacrlmnc, procul usque fugati 
accessus hominum : soils avibtisquc ferisque 
ire licet, vestrisne Creon dabit acquus honorem 
luctibus ? immitis citius Busirldos aras . 155 

Odrysiique famem stabuli Siculosque licebit 
exorare decs ; rapiet fortasse precantes, 
si mens nota mihi, nee coniugialia supra 
funera, sed caris longe mactabit ab umbris. 150 
quin fugitis, dum tuta \ia est, Lernamque reversae 
nomina, quod superest, vacuis datis orba sepulcris 
absentesque animas ad inania busta vocatis ? 
aut VOS Cecropiam — prope namque et Thesea fama est 


* Busiris, king of Eg 3 ’pt, sacrificed strangers to the gods, 
till slain by Hercules ; the Odrj'sian (Thracian) horses ot 
Dioraede ate human flesh; the Sirens, who ate unwap^ 
seamen, were supposed to have lived on the coast of Sicily 
(ef. Silv. ii. 1. 10). 
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iTicct tl>cm And forbid them p.issagc, and the glorj* of 
their great enterprise be lost. Moreover, Iris is 
bidden clicrish the dead bodies of tlic princes, and 
laves their decaj'ing limbs with mysterious dews and 
ambrosial juices, tliat they may resist the longer and 
await the i)}*rc, nor perish before the flames have 
seized tlicm. 

Lo ! Ornytus, liaggard of face and pale from a 
gaping wound — he liad lost his friend and was 
hampered by a recent blow — feebly picks his way in 
timid stealth through pathless deserts, leaning upon 
a broken spear. When in amaze he beheld tlic soli- 
tudes stirred by strange tumult and the train of 
Women, all that he secs surviving of the host of 
Lema, he inquires not of their journey or its cause — 
’tis clear enough — but in mournful accents thus 
accosts them : “ ^Vhithe^, hapless ones, whither are 
ye journeying ? Do ye hope for funeral flres for 
your dead heroes ? A sentinel of the slain stands 
there unsleeping, and keeps count of the unburied 
corpses for the king. Tears are there nowhere, all 
men that venture nigh are driven far away ; only 
beasts and birds are suffered to approach. Will the 
just Creon pay respect to your grief? Sooner may 
one prevail upon the merciless altars of Busiris or 
the ravening Odrysian stall or the Sicilian deities ® ; 
perchance he >vill carry off the suppliants, if I know 
his mind, nor ’will he sl.ny you upon the bodies of 
your lords, but far from the spirits ye love. Ntay, 
flee, while your road is safe, return to Lerna and 
carve — this ye yet can do — the names of your lost 
ones on empty sepulchres, and call the absent ghosts 
to untenanted tombs. Or implore Cecropian succour 
— they say that Theseus draws nigh, returning in 
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Thennodontiaco lactum rcmcarc triumplio — 
imploratis opem ? bcllo cogcndus et armis 
in mores homineraque Creon.” sic fatiis, at illis 
horruerunt lacrimae, stupuitque immanis eundi 
impetus, atque uno voltiis pallore gclati.^ 
non secus adflavit molles si quando iuvencas 
tigridis Hyrcanae ieiunum murmur, et ipse 
auditu turbatus ager, timer omnibus ingens, 
quae placeat, quos ilia fames escendat'in armos. 

Continue discors vario sententia motu 
scinditur : his Thebas tumidumque ambirc Creonta,^ 
his placet Actaeae si quid dementia gentis Uo 
adnuat ; extremum curarum ac turpe reverti. 
hie non femineae subitum virtutis amorem 
colligit Argia, sexuque immane relicto 
tractat opus 5 placet — egregii spes dura pericli ! — 
comminus infandi leges accedere regni, ^ 

quo Rhodopes non ulla nurus nee alumna nivosi 
Phasidis innuptis vallata cohortibus iret. ' 
tunc movet arte dolum, quo semet ab agmine hdo 
degreget, immitesque decs regemque cruentum 
contemptrix animae ct magno temeraria luctu 185 
provocct ; hortantur pietas ignesquo pudici. 
ipse ctiam ante oculos oinni manifestus in actu, 
nunc Ijospes miserae, primas nunc sponsus ad aras, 
nunc mitis coniunx, nunc iam sub casside torva 
macstus in amplexu muUumque a limine summo Iw 
respiciens : sed nulla animo versatur imago 
crebrior, Aonii quam quae dc sanguine campi 

* Rflali PBQ ! notati 1) ( gclati Krilten over) B wiarjT. A« 

* 1 ^., o\t;r the Aiitazuds. . 

* “Ilia fivtiits," that hunger, i.t, hungry beast; v* 
“tiniur,” \iL 7Ut. 

* 1 ^., no Amazon and no Medea. 
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riumph from \’ictory on Thermodon's banks.® By 
3rce of arms alone will Creon learn humanity.” So 
e spoke, but they were horrified amid their tears, 
nd their great zest of going was struck with dismay, 
nd all their faces were frozen in one pallor. Even 
5 when the hungry roar of a Hyrcanian tigress 
3mes wafted on the wind to gentle lieifers, at the 
>und terror seizes the countrj'side, and all are filled 
ith mighty fear, which shall please her, whose 
loulders shall feel the ravening beast ^ upon them. 
Straightway opinion is dirided by many a dis- 
Jrdant impulse : some \rish to supplicate Tlicbcs 
id luaughty Creon, others to see if the clemency of 
>e Attic folk will grant them .aught ; return seems 
fwardly and is last in their thouglits. Hereupon 
rgia conceives a sudden passion for more tijan 
omnnly valour, and neglecting her sex designs a 
iglity emprise : she purposes— cruel expectation 
unequalled peril ! — to come to grips will) the law 
tljc impious realm, wliitlicr no maid of llhodope, 

> cliild of snow)' Phasis ringed round by virgin 
horts ivould go.® Then she devises a cunning ruse 
icrcby to separate herself from her faithful tmin, 
id in Contempt of her life and in the rashness of 
crpoMering grief to challenge the merciless goth 
id the cruel king; devotion and chaste p.^«•^ion 
ge l»er on. He himself too appears before her 
cs, manifest in every act, now as her guest, un- 
ppy girl ! now pledging his )i.ind at the first holv 
cs, now her kindly sjkiusc, and now gnnil> lirlnirtl 
d mournful in Iicr embrace and oft li*«»Vinj: I'acL 
>m the outer threshold of the gate : but no imat’e 
>re frequently haunts her mmd than that whu.h 
ines, strijiped of its armour, from tlie t-f t.h^ 
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nuda vcnjt po<;cHquc ro^o**, hi*? nnxJn mcnlcm 
ncgrcscit furiis ot, qui ca^h'^sIrniK nrtlofi 
funus nnint ; tunc ad coniltcs convcrsa I'cl.T'gas r JW 
“ VO*?,” nit, *' Actncnn ncjcs Mnrntlioninqiic nrma 
cljcite, nd'.pirctquc pio Tortunn l.ilmri: 
nic sinitc Ogygin^, tnntnc qimc sola niiriac 
cnusn Aii, pcnetrnrc tloiuos ct ftilminn rcgni 
prima pati ; nec <.ur<In feme pnlsabinius urbis 200 
iiminn : sunt illic soccrj tnilil suntquc sororcs 
coniugis, et Tlicbns baud ignornnda subibo. 
ne tnntum revocatc gradii*? ; illo inipctu'5 ingens 
aiiguriumque aninii.” nccplura, ununiqtic Menoeten — 
olim liic virginci custos monitorque pudoris — 
digit ct, quamquam rudis ntquc ignara loconira, 
praecipites gressus, qua venernt Ornytus, aufert. 
atquc ubi visa procul socias liquissc malorum, 

” anne,” ait, ” hostilcs ego te tabentc' per agfos — 
heu dolor !— exspectem, quaennm sententia lent! 
Tlieseos ? an bello proceres, an dexter Jmruspex 211 
adnuat ? interea funus decresdt. et uncis 
alitibus non hos potius supponimus artus ? 
et nunc me duram, si quis tibi sensus ad umbras, 
me tardam Stygiis quereris, fldissime, dins. 
heu si nudus adhuc, lieu si Jam forte sepultus : 
nostrum utrumque nefas ; adeo ns nulla dolenti, 
Mors nusquam saevusve- Creon ? hortaris euntem, 
Ornyte I ” sic dicens magno Megareia praeceps 
arva rapit passu, demonstrat proxima quisque 220 
* tabente P : labeate w, 

* sae%'usve Kohlmanm saevusne Pt saevusque w. 

• Marathon is a Tillage of Attica ; the epithet probably 
has reference to Theseus, who performed an exploit there. 
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Aonlnn baltlc‘Jlcld nml cries for burial. Her soul 
fretted with sucb frenzy she sickens, and willi purest 
pa«.sion woos the pravc ; then, turning to her 
I’clasgian comr.adcs, “ Do you," she says, “ call forth 
the Attic hosts and Mnrathonian® arms, and may 
Fortune favour your devoted toil : suffer me to 
penetrate the Ogj’gian abodes, who was the sole 
cause of ruin, and endure the first terrors of tlie 
monarch ; nor shall I bc.at at the city’s doors in 
vain ; the parents and the sisters of my lord are 
there : not as a stranger shall I enter Thebes. Only 
call me not back : my keen desire urges me thither, 
and gives me good omen." Witiiout more words 
she selects Menoetes alone — once the guardian and 
counsellor of licr maiden modesty — and though with- 
out experience or knowledge of the country, hurries 
on with headlong speed by the way that Ornytus 
had come. And when she seemed to have left afar 
the comrades of her woes, " Could I wait," she cried, 
" for the pleasure of tardy Theseus, while thou— ah, 
sorrow ! — art mouldering on tlie enemy’s fields ? 
Would his chieftains, would his cunning soothsayer 
assent to war ? Meanwhile thy body doth decay. 
Rather than that shall I not give my on*n limbs for 
the taloned birds to tear ? Even now, if thou hast 
any feeling in the ivorld of shades, thou art complain- 
ing, faithful spouse, to the deities of Styx that I am 
hard-hearted, that I am slow in coming. Ah! if thou 
still art exposed, ah ! if perchance already buried : 
mine is the crime in either case ; hath sorrow then 
no power ? Is death, or fierce Creon, all a dream ? 
Ornytus, thou dost cheer me on my way ! So 
Speaking, she hastens Avith rapid pace over the fields 
of Megara ; folk that she meets point out her path, 
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ntidn vcnlt iKi'-rltqur Idi nntJ.i mcnlcm 

ncprc^cit fiiriU ct, qwi nrdnr, 

funus Aiimt ; hinc nd coinilc^ convcr;n : IW 

'* vo<?,*' nit, *' Aclnrn*: nrics Mnrnlljoninquc nnnft 
olicilc, nd'pirclqno plo rorluim l.ilwri : 
me sinilc ();:ypins, tnnlnc qtine 5oln nnnae 
cnii»;n fui, pcnolrnre dotnoa cl fidmlnn rcf^ni 
primn pati ; iioc siirdn feme pidsalunuin iirbis SOO 
limina : i-niil illlc MK*crl mild siintqiic ‘lororcs 
coniupis, ct Thebas liaud ipnornnda sid)ji>o. 
nc tantum rcvocnlc pradiin: illo impetus Inpens 
nwguriumque animi.“ iiccplurn.unmnqncMcnoclen — 

ollm hie virpinci cuslos inonilorqnc pudoris— 20o 
digit ct, qunmqunm rudis ntqnc ignara locorum, 
prnccipitcs gressus, qua vcncrat Ornytus, nufert, 
atquc ubi visa procul sodas llquissc maiorum» 

'* nnne,” nit, " liostilcs ego ic tnbentc* per ngros— 
heu dolor ! — cxspcctcm, quaenam sententia lent! 
Theseos ? an bdlo proccrcs, nn dexter liaruspex 211 
adnuat ? intcren funus dccrcsdt. ct unds 
alitibus non hos potius snpponimus artus ? 
et nunc me duram, si quis tibi sensus nd umbras, 
me tardam Stygiis qucrcris, fidissime, divis. 216 
heu si nudus adhuc, heu si inm forte sepultus : 
nostrum utrumque nefas ; adco vis nulla dolenti, 
Mors nusquam saevus^■e* Creon ? hortaris euntem, 
Ornyte ! ” sic dicens magno Megareia praeceps 
arva rapit passu, dcmonsliat proxima quisque 220 
‘ tabente P : labente w. 

* satvusvt Kohlmanm saevusneP: saevtisque w. 


• Marathon is a village of Attica ; the epithet probably 
has reference to Theseus, who performed an exploit there. 
460 
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Aonlan battle-field and cries for burial. Her soul 
fretted Avitli sucli frenzy she sickens, and witli purest 
passion woos the grave; then, turning to her 
Pelasginn comrades, “ Do you,” she says, " call forth 
the Attic liosts and Marathonian “ arms, and may 
Fortune favour your devoted toil: suffer me to 
penetrate the Og}'gi.an abodes, who was the sole 
cause of ruin, and endure the first terrors of the 
monarch ; nor shall I beat at the city’s doors in 
vain ; the parents and the sisters of my lord are 
there : not as a stranger shall I enter Thebes. Only 
call me not back : my keen desire urges me thither, 
and gives me good omen.” Without more words 
she selects Menoetes alone — once the guardian and 
counsellor of her maiden modesty — and though with- 
out experience or knowledge of the country, hurries 
on with headlong speed by the way that Ornytus 
had come. And when she seemed to have left afar 
the comrades of her woes, ” Could I wait,” she cried, 
” for the pleasure of tardy Theseus, while thou — ah, 
sorrow ! — art mouldering on the enemy’s fields ? 
Would his chieftains, would his cunning soothsayer 
assent to war ? Meanwhile thy body doth decay. 
Rather than that shall I not give my o^^Tl limbs for 
the taloned birds to tear ? Even now, if thou hast 
any feeling in the world of shades, thou art complain- 
ing, faithful spouse, to the deities of Stj'x that I am 
hard-hearted, that I am slow in coming. Ah! if thou 
still art exposed, ah ! if perchance already buried : 
mine is the crime in either case ; hath sorrow then 
no power ? Is death, or fierce Creon, all a dream ^ 
Ornytus, thou dost cheer me on my way ! ” So 
speaking, she hastens with rapid pace over the fields 
of Megara ; folk that she meets point out her path, 
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obviu*! horrcscitque linbitus miscmniquc vcrctur. 
vndit .ntrox visu, nil corde ncc aurc* pavescens, 
ct nimiis confisa® malts propiorquc tirncri : 
node velut Phrj'gia cum lamcntata resultant 
Dinclyma, pinigeri rapitur Simocntis ad amnem 225 
dux vesana chori, cuius den sanguine lecto 
ipsa dedit feirum et vittata fronde notavit. 

lam pater Hcsperio flagrantem gurgite currum 
abdiderat Titan, aliis rcditurus nb undis, 
cum tamen ilia gravem luctu fallente laborem 230 
nescit abisse diem : nec caligantibus arvis 
terretur, nec® frangit iter per et invia saxa 
lapsurasque trabes nemorumque arcana, sereno 
nigra die, caecisque incisa novalia fossis, 
per fluvios secura vadi somnosque ferarum 235 

praeter et horrendis infesta cubilia monstris, 
tantum animi luctusque valent ! pudet ire Menoeten 
tardius, invalidaeque gradum miratur alumnae, 
quas non ilia domes pecudumque liominumque 
molesto* 

pulsavit gemitu ! quotiens amtssus eunti 240 

limes, et errantem comitis solacia flammae 
destituunt gelidaeque facem vicere tenebrae ! 
iamque supinantur fessis lateque fatiscunt 
Penthei devexa iugi, cum pectore anhelo 
iam propc deficiens sic incipit orsa Menoetes : 245 

" baud procul, exacti si spes non blanda laboris, 

^ aure Pw s ore Lachmann. 

* confisa w : confixa P [Klolz ef, u. 572). 

* nec Pw! Garrod conj. sed ; frangere her«==io break 
off, to check. 

* molesto Ueinsius t modcsto P«. 

* The votaries, of Cybele cut Uicmselves with knives in 
honour of the goddess. 
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awe-struck at her miserable plight. With grim 
countenance she strides onward, terrified by no 
sound ^vitllOut or panic within, with all the con- 
fidence of utter despair, and rather feared than 
fearing : as when upon a night in Phrygia Dindymus 
resounds with wailing, and the crazy leader of the 
women’s revel speeds to the waters of pine-rearing 
Simois — she to W'hom the goddess herself gave the 
knife, selecting her for bloodshed, and marked her 
with the w’ool-bound wTeatli.® 

Already had father Titan liidden liis flaming 
chariot in the Hesperian flood, to emerge again 
from other waves, yet she, her wear}' toil beguiled 
by grief, knows not that the day is ended ; nor docs 
the gathering gloom of the fields nfiVay her, but 
unchecked she fares o’er pathless rocks, past boughs 
that threaten to fall, through mysterious forests, 
pitch-dark even in cloudless day, over plough-lands 
scarred with hidden dykes, plunging Ijccdlcss throJigh 
rivers, past sleeping beasts and dangerous lairs of 
fearful monsters. So great is tbc strength of passion 
and of grief! Menoctes is ashamed of his slower 
pace, and marv’cls at the gait of his frail ward. What 
abodes of beasts or men echoed not to her grievous 
plaint ? How otten did she lose the track ns she went, 
how often did the solace of the companion flame 
desert her straying steps, and the cold dar^vru^s 
swallow up the torchlight ? And now tlic slopes of 
Pentheus’ ridge ^ lie beside their wear}' p.ath, and 
broaden into j>lain, when Menoelcs nigh failing 
and with panting breast thus begins to speak : “ Not 
far awav, Argia, if the hope iu'-pirrtl by the totb 
• i.f., ttjc slopes of ClUiaeron; r/. "Tibur suj'inua,** U •?. 

C. ill. 4. 23, 
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OfjypJn^, Arpi.'i, rl rprn^ ^rpulrri 

hu'.In inrrrr rrnr : pr.tir rommlnttt acr 

yordldijs, rt lunpti.ir rrttrtint per Jn.mr volurrc^. 
hnre ni.i c^t rnulrlli lmtnu<, nrr Tnn«*nh l<*npr. 7^0 
ccrnls, ut Ittpcnlr'* inurtmtin jwrrip.il utnl»ra> 
cnmptK, cl r ^J^cctl!l^ inorlrm Intcnnlcrl Ipnh ? 
mornia mjhI itixtn ; mmlo not inapU Ip^a tnccl’.it, 
polaquc nipranlr«i I.atnhanl tcncbr.K.*’ 

Ijorruit ArpJn, (lcxtrntiit|tic ml tnoctifn tendens : 7^5 
“ url)s optntn priiis, lumc tccla linstilin 'Ilicbnc, 
ct tnmen, Inlncsns .♦•I rctldls coniiipN uruljra^, 
sic qunqtic diticc sottiin, ceniN^ quo pmedito cultu^ 
qua stipatn luanu, hixtn tua Itininn pritnum ZiO 
Oedipodis innpni venio minis ? iinproba non sunt 
vota : rogos liospcs plntictiimquc ct funern posco. 
ilium, oro, extorrem rcgnl bclloquc fugntuni, 
ilium, quern solio non cs digimta pnterno, 

Tcdtlc mill! I tuque, oro, veni, si mnnibus ulla 
cfljgics crrnnlqnc aniruaepost membra solutacA 2C5 
tu mild pnnde vias, tuaque ipse ad funern dedue, 
si mcrui ! ” dixit, tcctumquc adgressa propinquae 
pastorale casae rcficit spiramina fessi 
ignis, et Iiorrcndos inrumpit turbida campos. 
qualis ab Aetnaeis nccensa lampadc saxis 270 

orba Ceres magnae variabat imagine flammae 
Ausonium Siculumquc latus, vestigia nigri 
raptoris vastosque legens in pulvere sulcos ; 
illius insanis ululatibus ipse remugit 

^ solutae Pw : soluta Baehrena : Garrod ronj. prope m. 
solutae. 

o One of the Giants, imprisoned by Jupiter under Aetna. 
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we have cnduTcd deceive not, lie, rnetliinhs, the 
Ogygian dwellings and the bodies that lack sepulture ; 
*froin close at hand come waves of heavily-tainted 
air, and mighty birds are returning through the void. 
'Tis indeed that cruel battle-field, nor is the city far 
distant. Seest thou how the plain outstretches the vast 
shadow of the walls, and how the dying fires flicker 
from the watch-towers ? The city is hard by ; night 
herself was more silent but a moment past, and only 
the stars broke through tlie pitchy gloom.” Argia 
shuddered, and stretched out lier right hand toward 
the walls : “ O city of Thebes, once longed-for, but 
now the dwelling of our foes, yet, if thou givest back 
my dead spouse uninjured, even so a soil beloved : 
seest thou in wliat garb arrayed, by what a train 
accompanied, I, the daughter-in-law of mighty 
Oedipus, for the first time approach tby gates ? No 
unhallowed wish have I ; a stranger, I beg but for 
a p)Te, a corpse, and leave to mourn. Him restore 
to me, I pray, who was exiled from his realm and 
conquered in the fight, him, wliom thou deemedst 
not worthy of his fatlier’s throne ! And come tliou 
too, I beg, if spirits have any shape, and souls can 
wander freed from their bodies, show me the way, 
and lead me thyself to thy own corpse, if I have so 
deserved ! ” She spoke, and entering the p.istoml 
shelter of a neighbouring cottage kindles anew the 
breath of the dying brand, and impetuously rushes 
forth upon the an'ful plain. Even so did the bercav ed 
Ceres light her torch and from Aetna's rocks c.ast the 
shifting glare of the mighty flame here over Sicily, 
there over Ausonia, .as she followed the traces of the 
dark ravisher and the great n heel-furrows in the 
dust ; Enceladus* himself re-echoes her "ild wailings, 
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Enccladus ruptoquc vias inhimlnat ipni : 275 

Persephonen amncs silvnc frcta nublla clamant, 
Pcrsephonen tantum Stygii tacct aula mariti. • 

Admonet adtonitam fidus mcmini'.«:e Creontis 
alter et occulto submittcre lampada furto, 
regina Argolicas mode formidata per iirbcs, 280 

votum immanc precis spesque augustissima gentis, 
nocte sub infesta, nullo ducc ct bostc propinquo, 
sela per effensus arn'orum et lubrica tabo 
gramina, non tenebras, non circumfiisa trcmiscens 
concilia umbrarum atque animas sua membra 
gementes 285 

saepe gradu caeco ferrum calcataque tela 
dissimulflt, solusque labor vitassc iaeentes, 
dum funus putat omne suum, visuque sagaci 
rimntur positos et corpora prona supinat 
incumbens, queriturque parum lucentibus astris. 200 
Forte soporiferas caeli secreta per umbras 
luno, sinu magni semet furata mariti, 

Theseos ad mures, ut Pallada flecteret, ibat, 
supplicibusque piis faciles aperiret Athenas. 
atque ubi per campos errore fatiscere vano 205 

. • , ' ' ; * ^ locutn est : 

“ da mihi poscenti munus breve, Cynthia, si quis 
est lunonis honos® ; certc lovis improba iussu 
ter noctem Herculeam — veteres sedmitto querellasJ 
en locus officio, cultrix placitissima® nostri 
Inachis Argia cemis qua nocte vagetur 


* vultumi*: currum w. 

• lunonis honos w: iHvenis P. 

• placUissima Gronovius t placidhslma Pw* 
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and iilummes her path with bursting fire ; “ Perse- 
plione " cry woods and rivere, seas and clouds : only the 
palace of her Stygian lord calls not “ Persephone 

Her faithful supporter warns the distracted dame 
to remember Creon and keep low her torch in stealthy 
hiding. She who of late was feared as queen through- 
out Argive cities, the ambitious hope of suitors and 
sacred promise of her race, through all the terrors of 
the night, without a guide and in the presence of the 
foe, goes on alone, o'er obstacles of arms, o’er grass 
all slippery with gore, trembling not at the gloom nor 
at troops of spirits hovering around or ghosts bewailing 
their o^^’n limbs, oft treading blindly but unheeding 
on swords and weapons ; sne labours but to avoid 
the fallen, and tliinks every corpse the one she 
seeks, wliile with keen glance she searches the slain, 
and bending doum turns bodies on their backs, and 
complains to the stars that tliey give not light 
enough. 

By chance Juno, stealing herself from the bosom of 
her mighty lord, was faring through the slumbrous 
darkness of the sky to Theseus’ walls, that she might 
move Pallas to yield and Athens to give gracious 
welcome to the pious suppliants ; and when from tlic 
height of heaven she beheld the innocent Argia ex- 
hausted by fruitless wandering o’er the plain, she 
M’as grieved at the sight, and encountering the lunar 
team she faced them and «:pokc thus witli e.iini 
•accents : “ Grant me a little lioon, O Cynthia, if 
Juno can command respect ; 'tis true tliat at Jo\e s 
bidding, tliou shameless one, that tlirecfold night 
when Hercules— but I vill let old quarrrb W; n-’" 
canst thou do me a senice. Argia, daughter o 
Inachus, my favourite volarj’ — secst thou in yiAz.t. ^ 
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nec reperirc vinim clcnsis qucat aegra tencbris ? 
ettibi nimbosum languct iubar: exsere quaeso 305 
cornua, et adsueto propior premat orbita terras, 
hunc quoque, qui curru mndidas tibi pronus habenas 
ducit, in Aonios vigiles demitte SopoTcm.*’ 
vnx ea, cum scissis magnum dca nubibus orbem 
protulit ; expavere umbrae, fulgorque recisus 310 
sideribus ; vix ipsa tulit Satumia flammas. 

Primum per campos infuso lumine pallam 
coniugis ipsa suos noscit miseranda labores, 
quamquam texta latent suifusaque sanguine maeret 
purpura ; dumque deos vocat et de funere caro 315 
hoc superesse putat, videt ipsum in pulvere paene 
calcatum. fugcre animus visusque sonusque, 
inclusitque dolor lacrimas ; turn corpore toto 
stemitur in voltus anunamque per oscula quaerit 
absentem, pressumque comis ac veste cruorem 320 
servatura legit, mox tandem voce reversa ; 

“hunc ego te, coniunx, ad debita regna profectum 
ductorero belli generumque potentis Adrasti 
aspicio, talisque tuis occurro triumphis ? 
hue adtolle genas defectaque lumina : venit 325 
ad Thebas Argia tuas ; age, moenibus indue 
et patrios ostende lares et mutua redde 
hospitia. heu quid ago? proiectus caespite nudo 
hoc patriae telluris babes, quae iurgia ? certe 

• i.e., the soul is fled (** absentem ”J, she gathers up 
some of his blood. 
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night she ronm«;, nor with fniling strcnglli can find her 
spouse in the tliick darkness ? Thy beams too are 
faint willi sliroudlng vapour; show fortli tliy horns, 
I pray thee, and let thy orlilt approach the earth 
nearer than Is thy wont. Tliis Sleep, too, who lean- 
ing forward plies for thee thy humid chariot-reins, 
send him upon the Aonian watchmen,” Scarce had 
she spoken, ^\hcn the goddess cleft the clouds and 
displayed her mighty orb ; the shadows started in 
terror, and the stars were shorn of their radiance ; 
scarce did Saturnia herself endure the brightness. 

First by the light that floods the plain she recog- 
nizes her husband’s cloak, her oum handiwork, poor 
woman ! though tlie texture is hidden and the 
purple mourns to be sufliiscd with blood ; and while 
she calls upon the gods, and thinks that this is all 
that is left of the beloved corpse, she catches sight 
of himself, nigli trampled into the dust. Her spirit 
quailed, and ^^sion and speech fled, and grief thrust 
back her tears ; then she falls prostrate about his 
face, and seeks Mith kisses for his departed soul, 
and pressing the blood from his hair and raiment 
gathers it up to treasure.® At last as her voice 
returns : “ My husband, is it lie who once marched 
captain of the war to the realm that was his due, is it 
the son-in-law of powerful Adrastus uhom I now 
behold ? Is this the manner in which I go to meet 
thy triumph ? Raise hither thy eountemmcc and 
thy sightless eyes : Argia has wme to thy Thebes ; 
lead me then inside thy city, show me thy father’s 
halls and make me welenihe tu thy turn. Alas I 
what am I doing? thou best ou tbe nuked earth, 
and tills is all that thou do«.t oun of thy nuli\c land. 
What were those qunrrcK? sure thy brotfier 
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impcritim non frnlcr hnbct. nulln5nc tuonim 330 
niovisti lacrinins ? ubi inntcr, itbl Incljta famn 
Antigone ? inilii ncnipc i.nccs, nillii victus cs uni I 
tlicclinm : quo tendis Iter? quid sceptra negata 
poscis ? Imbcs Argos, soccri rcgnabis in aula ; 
liic tibi longus lionos, hie Indivisa potestas. 333 

quid queror ? ipsa dcdl bclhiin mncstumquc rogavi 
ipsa patrem, tit talcm nunc tc complcxa tcncrcm. 
sed bene habet, superi, gratum cst, Tortuna ; pcracta 
spes longinqua vine : tolos Invcmmus nrtus. 
ci milii, sed quanto dcscendit vulnus hintu I 340 
Iioc frater? qua parte, prccor, iacct lllc nefandus 
praedator? vinenm volucrcs — sit adirc potestas— 
cxcludatnquc ferns ; an habet funcstus et ignes ? 
sed nee te flammis inopem tua terra videbit : 
nrdebis lacrimasque feres, quas ferre negatum 345 
regibus, aeternumque tuo famulata sepulcro 
durabit dcserta Tides, testisque dolorum 
natus erit, parvoque tonim Polynice fovebo.” 

Ecce alios gemitus aliamque ad busta ferebat 
Antigone miseranda facem, vix nacta petitos 350 
moenibus egressus ; illam nam tempore in omni 
adtendunt vigiles et rex iubet ipse teneri, 
contractaeque vices et crebrior excubat ignis, 
ergo deis fratrique moras excusat et amens, 
ut paulum immisso cessit statio horrida somno, 355 
erumpit muris : fremitu quo territat agros 
virginis ira leae, rabies cni libera tandem 

“ i.e., the guards succeed each other at shorter intervals 
and the watchfires are kindled more frequently. 
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holds not dominion here. Didst thou move none of 
thine omi to tears ? Where is thy mother? Wlierethc 
famed Antigone ? Verily 'tis for me thou liest dead, 
for me alone thou didst suffer defeat ! I .asked thee : 
Whither marchest thou ? Why demandest thou tlie 
sceptre denied thee ? Thou hast Argos and wilt reign 
in my father’s hall ; long honours await thee lierc, 
and undivided pow’er. But wliy do I complain ? 
Myself I gave thee war, and with my o^vn lips begged 
'it of my sorrowing sire — that now I might liold 
thee thus in my embrace. But it is w’cll, yc gods ; 

I thank thee, Fortune ; the distant hope of my 
avandering is fulfilled : I have found his body wliole. 
Ah ! what a deep and gaping wound I Was this his 
brother’s work ? IViicrc lies, I pr.ay, that infamous 
robber ? I would outdo the birds, mlglit I but 
approach him, and keep the bc.asls away I Hath the 
fell villain fire as well ? But thee thy land sliall not 
behold undowered of flame; burn thou shall, and 
tears that may not weep for kings shall rain on thee, 
and desolate love shall endure nnd nyc tend thy 
sepulchre ; thy son shall be the witness of my sorrow, 
a little Polyniccs shall cherish thy couch for me." 

Lo ! Mitli another torch and other sounds of moc 
hapless Antigone drew nigh the dead, ha\ing scarce 
won from the town the escape she longed for ; 
for ever do guards attend her, and the king liiimrlf 
bids her be held fast; the times of v.ifrlnn:: are 
shortened and more frequent plow the f rc'.* 1 h'-rr- 
fore slie makes excuse for her drlasing to t! r g'»!i 
and her brother, and fr.nntically, so zi tli*- 
sentinels relaxed one wlut their xirilanre, l*unt fr< 
out tlie walU : vitli sucli a crx d'»r» t.he sirg-n 1. 
terrify the countryside, her fury free *l liit, x»Lrn 
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et primus sine matre furor, nec longa morata est, 
quippe trucem campum et, positus quo pulvcre frater, 
noverat : atquo illam contra videt ire Menoetes, 360 
cui vacat, et carae gcmitus compescit alumnae, 
cum tamen erectas cxtremus virginis aures 


accessit sonus, utque atra sub veste comisque 
squalentcm et crasso foedatam sanguine vultus 
astrorura radiis et utraque a lampade \idit: 365 

cuius,” aitj ” manes, aut quae temeraria quaeris 
nocte mea ? ” nihil ilia diu, sed in ora mariti 
deicit inque sues pariter velamina vultus, 
capta metu subito paulumque oblita doloris. 
hoc magis increpitans suspecta silentia perstat 370 
Antigone, comitemque premens ipsamque ; sed ambo 
deficiunt fixique silent, tandem ora retexit 
Argia, corpusque tamen complexa profatur : 

*' si quid in hoc veteri bellorum sanguine mecum 
quaesitura venis, si tu quoque dura Creontis 376 
iussa times, possum tibi me confisa fateri. 
si misera es— certe lacrimas lamentaque cemo — , 
iurige, age, iunge fidem : proles ego regia Adrasti — 
ei mihi ! num quis adest ?• — cari Polynicis ad ignes, 
etsi regna vetant — /’ stupuit Cadmeia virgo 380 
intremuitque simul, dicentemque occupat ultro : . 
“mene igitur sociam — ^pro fors ignara ! — malorum, 

mene times ? mea membra tcncs, mea funeraplangis. 

cedo, tene, pudet heu J pietas ignnva sororis I 


haec prior — I 
ipsum 


hie pariter lapsae iunctoque per 
385 
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for the first time her mother shares not in her rag< 
Not long did she tarr}’, for she knew the cruel plai 
ond where her brother lay in the dust ; ^Ienoete^ 
as he stands unbusied, marks her as she comej 
and hushes the groans of his dear ward. But whe: 
the latest sob reached the maiden’s “ uplifted ears 
and when she saw by the stars’ rays and th 
light of either torch her mourning raiment and dis 
bevelled hair and face all foul with congealed gore 
she cried : “ Whose body seekest thou in this nigh 
that is mine ? Who art thou, daring woman ? ‘ 
Nought answered the other a long while, but cas 
her raiment about her husband’s face and like\ns( 
her own, a prey to sudden fear and awhile forgetfu 
of her sorrow, Antigone, cliiding her suspectec 
silence, persists the more, and urges her comrade 
and herself ; but both are lost in utter silence. At 
last Argia unveiled her face and spoke, yet still 
clasped the body : “ If thou comest to seek aught 
wth me in this stale blood of battle, if thou also 
fearest Creon’s liarsh commands, I can with confidence 
reveal myself to thee. If thou art wetched — and 
surely I behold tears and signs of grief— come join 
with me in friendship ; Adrastus’ royal seed am I 
— ah ! is any near ? — at the p^Te of my beloved 
Polynices, though kingdoms set their ban — ” the 
Cadmean maiden started in amaze and trembled, and 
broke in upon her speech: ” Is it 1 then nliom thou 
dost fear ? — how blind is chance ! — I, tlie partner of 
thy woes ? Mine are the limbs thou boldest, mine 
the corpse thou dost bewail. Take him, he is thine 1 
Ah, shame ! Ah, for the cowardly de%'otion of a 
sister ! She came before me — - 1 ” Side by side 
they fall, and together embracing tlie same body 
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nmplexu ml«;ccnt a\i(lnc Incriinrusquc comft.*!quc, 
partllncquc nrln«; rctlcunt nltcnm gcmrnlcs 
nd mltum ct earn vicibus ccmcc fnimilur. 
dumquc modo hnee fratrcni incmoral, mine ilia 
maritum, 

mutuaque exorsac Thebas Argosque renarrant, 3W) 
longius Argia miscros rcmmiscUur actus : 

“ per tibi furtivi sacrum commune doloris, 

per socjos manes ct conscia sidcra iuro : 

non hie amissos, quamquam vagus exsul, honorcs, 

non gentile solum, carac non pcctora matris, 393 

te cupUt unam noctesque diesque locutus 

Antigonen ; ego cura minor facilisque rclinqui. 

tu tamen ex celsa sublimem forsitnn arcc 

ante nefas Grais dantem vcxilla maniplis 

vidisti, teque ille acie respexit ob ipsa 400 

ense salutatara et nutantis verticc coni : 

nos procul. extremas sed quis deus egit in iras ? 

nil vestrae valuere preces ? tibine iste negant 

oranti ? ” causas ac tristia reddere fata 

coeperat Antigone ; fidus conies admonet ambas : 403 

“ heia agite inceptum potius ! iam sidera pallent 

vicino turbata die, perferte laborem, 

tempus erit lacrimis, accenso flebitis igne.” 

Haud procul Ismeni monstrabant murmiira ripas, 
qua turbatus adhuc et sanguine decolor ibat. ’ 410 

hue laceros artus socio conamine portant 
invalidae, iungitque comes non fortior ulnas. 
sic Hyperionium tepido Phaethonta sorores 
474 



TuniAin, xii. 3S0-413 


infnplc p-crtlily tlicJr tears and tresses, and share 
Ins lindn between them, and anon return with 
unilrtl lament to his face and glut themselves by 
turns upon his wrlMovcd breast. And while they 
recall the one her brother and the other her spouse, 
and each tells to each the talc of Argos and of Thebes, 
Argia in longer strain brings to mind her own sad 
storj* ; '* Ily ihc sacred communion of our stolen 
mourning, by o»»r common dead and the witnessing 
stars I swear to thee: not Ins lost crown, nor his 
native soil, nor In'! dear mother's breast did he desire, 
wandering exile though he w.as, but thee alone ; of 
thee, Antigone, he spalcc by night and day ; I was a 
lesser care and easily relinquished. Yet didst thou 
perchance before the horrid deed from a lofty turret 
behold him towering high and giving the Grecian 
companies their banners, and he looked back at 
thee from the verj' line of battle, and saluted thee 
witli lUs sword and the nodding summit of his helm: 
but I w’As far aw'ay. But what god drove tliem to 
tlic extremity of wTath ? Did your prayers nought 
avail ? Did tlie otlier refuse thy own entreaty ? " 
Antigone had begun to set forth the causes and the 
cruelty of fate, but the faithful comrade warned 
them : “ N.ay finish ratlier your task ! Already the 
stars are paling in rout before the approaching day ; 
complete your toil, the time for tears will come ; 
kindle the fire, then weep your fill.” 

Not far away a roar betrayed the channel of 
Ismenos where he was flowing still discoloured and 
befouled by gore. Hither with united effort they 
feebly bear the mangled limbs, while their companion 
as weak as they adds his arm to theirs. So did his 
sisters lave the smoking Phafethon, Hj'perion's son, 
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liim/inlcm lavcrc Pn<Io ; virdum illc scpuJcro 
coiulitu'?, ct ilcntcs stnbant nd flitrninn sllvnc, 4 
ut sniiics jujrpata vndo nicmbrisqiic rcvcrsus 
mortis bonos, ipiem niiscrac post ultima quaerunt 
oscnla ; scd gelidac circum cxnnimcsque favillac 
putribus in fbvcis, Atqiic omnin biista qutcscunt. 
stnbat ftdhuc scu forte rogus, sen niiminc divum, 4 
cui torrcrc datum saci'os Jitcocicos nrtus, 
sivc locum monstris itcrum Fortunn parabat, 
seu dissensuros ser\‘avcrat Eumcnis ignes. 
liic tenuem nigris ctinmntim advi^'crc lucem 
roboribus paritcr cupidac vidcre, simulque 4i 

flebile gavisac ; ncc adbuc, quae busta, repertum, 
sed placidus qucmcumquc' rognnt mitisque suprero 
admittat cineris consortem ct misccat umbras. 

Ecce iterum fratres : primos ut contigit artus 
ignis edax, tremuere rogi ct no^’us advena busto 43 
pellitur ; exundant diviso vertice flammae 
altemosque apices abrupta luce coruscant. 
pallidus Eumenidum veluti commiserit ignes 
Orcus, uterque minax globus et conatur uterque 
longius ; ipsae etiam commoto pondere paulum 43i 
secessere trabes. conclamat territa virgo : 

“ occidimus, functasque manu stimulavimus iras. 
frater erat : quis enim accessus ferus hospitis umbrae 
pelleret ? en clipei fragmen semiustaque nosco 
cingula, frater erat J cemisne, ut flamma recedat 44C 
concurratque tamen ? vivunt odia improba, vivunt. 
nil actum bello ; miseri, sic, dum arma movetis, 
quemcumque P : quicumque u. 


476 


His sisters were turned into poplars. 


THEBAID, XII. 414^42 


in the heated Padus : scarce was he interred, when a 
weeping grove rose by the river-side.® When the 
filth was purged in the stream and the body was 
once more beautiful in death, the %vretched women 
after the last kisses searched for fire, but dead and 
cold were the ashes in the mouldering pits, and all 
the pjTes were silent. Still there remained one 
funeral pile, whether by chance or heaven's ivill, that 
had been fated to bum the limbs of fierce Eteocles — 
whether Fortune once more gave opportunity for 
portents, or the Fury had spared the fires for mutual 
strife. Here both in their eagerness beheld a feeble 
glow still alive among the blackened timbers, and 
together wept tears of joy ; nor yet knew they whose 
the pyre, but prayed, whosesoever it be, that he be 
favourable and graciously admit a partner to bis 
latest ashes and unite their ghosts. 

Once more behold the brothers : as soon as the 
devouring fire touched the body, the pile shook, and 
the newcomer is driven from the pyre ; a flame 
streams up >vith double head, each darting tongues 
of flashing light. As though pale Orcus had set in 
conflict the torches of the Eumenides, each ball of 
fire threatens and strives to outreach the other ; 
the very timbers, with all their massive weight, were 
moved and gave way a space. Tlie maiden cries out 
in terror : “ We are undone ; ourselves we liave 
stirred lus UTath in death. It was his brother ; 
who else would be so cruel as to spurn the approach 
of a stranger ghost ? Lo ! I recognize the broken 
buckler and the charred sword-belt, ay, it w.is his 
brother 1 Seest thou how the flame shrinks away 
and yet rushes to tlie fight ? Alive, ay, all\e is that 
impious hatred. The war was in vain : while thus 
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vicit ncmpe Crcon ! nusqtwm inm rcgna, qwJs ardor? 
cui furills ? sedate mmiw ; tuque cxsul wWque 
semper inops ncqui, lam cede : hoc nupta prccalur, 
hoc soroT, nut snevos mediae %'c?iiem«s 5n ignes. ' <46 

Vix cn, cum subittis campos tremor altaquc tecta 
impuUt adiuvitque rogi dj^cordw h\atus> 
ct vigilum lurhata quies» quibtw ipse malorura 
fingebat simiilncra sopor ; ruit ilicet, omnem <50 
prospcctum lustrans nrmala indagine miles, 
illos instnntcs senior timet unus ; at ipsne 
ante rogum saevjquc palam sprevissc Creontis 
imperia ct furtum clnro plangorc fntentur 
securae, quippe omne vident fluxissc cadaver. ^55 
ambitur saeva de morte animosaque leti 
spes furit : Imec fratris rapuisse, hacc coniugis artus 
contendunt vicibusqucprobnnt: “ego corpus/' ego 
ignes/' 

** me pietas/’ me duxit amor,*’ deposcere saeva 
supplicia et dextras iuvat iosertare catenis. <60 
nusquam ilia alternis modo quae reverentia verbis, 
iram od^^^mque putes ; tantus discordat utrimque 
clamor, et ad regem, qui deprenderc, trahuntur. 

At procul Actaeis d extra iaia Pallade muris 
lano Plioroneas inducit prae^da matres *66 

attonitas, non ipsa minus, eoetumque gementem 
conciUat populls et fletibus addvt honotem. 
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ye strive, unhappy ones, Creon has conquered after 
all I Gone is your realm, why then such fury ? For 
whom do ye rage ? Appease your anger. And thou, 
everpvhere an exile, ever debarred from justice, 
yield at last ; this is thy wife’s and thy sister’s prayer, 
else shall we leap into the fierce flame to part you.” 

Scarce had she spoken, when a sudden tremor shook 
the plain and the lofty roofs, and increased the chasm 
of the discordant pyre, while the watchmen, whose 
very sleep shaped images of w'oc, started from repose; 
straightway the soldiers rush forth, and with a ring 
of arms search the whole countryside. As they draw 
nigh, the old man alone has fear ; but the women 
openly before the pyre confess to liavc spurned fierce 
Creon’s command, and with loud cry admit tlieir 
secret deed, careless, for they see that already the 
whole body is consumed. Ambitious are they for cruel 
destruction, and a spirited hope of death is aflame 
^rithin them : they contend tliat they stole, the one 
her consort’s, the other her kinsman’s limbs, and 
prove their case by turns : ” I brought the body,” 

** but I the fire,” “ I was led by nfFcction,” ” I by 
lo\*e.** They delight to ask for cruel punishment 
and to thrust tlieir arms into the ch.nins. Gone is 
the reverence that but now was in the 'words of 
each ; wrath and Irntrcd one would deem it, so loud 
on either side rise tlic cries of discortl ; they even 
drag their captors before the king. 

But far away Juno leads the distraught Phoronean 
dames — herself no less distraught — to tJie walls of 
Athens, having gained at last tlie gooilwill of Pallas, 
and goes before them on the road ; s|ir gives the 
train of mourners favour in the pn>ph-*s Mght and 
inspires reverence for their tears. With )jcr own 
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ipsa manu ramosque olcae nttasque precantes 
tradit, et obtenta submitterc lumina palJa 
et praeferre docet vacuas sine manibus urnas. 470 
omnis Erechtheis^ effusa penatibus aetas 
tecta viasque replent : unde hoc examen et una 
tot miserae ? necdum causas novere malorum, 
iamque gemunt. dea conciliis se miscet utrisque 
cuncta docens, qua gente satae, quae funera plangant 
quidve petant ; variis nee non adfatibus ipsae 476 
Ogygias leges immansuetumque Creonta 
multum et ubique fremunt. Geticae non plura 
queruntur 

hospitibus tectis trunco sennone volucres/ 
cum duplices thalamos et iniquum Terea clamant. 

Urbe fuit media nulli concessa potentum 481 
ara deum ; mitis posuit Clementia sedem, 
et miseri fecere sacram ; sine supplice numquam 
ilia novoi nulla damnavit vota repulsa. 
audit! quicumque rogant, noctesque diesque 
ire datum et solis numcn placare qucrellis. 
parca superstitio : non turea flamma, nec altus 
accipitur sanguis J lacrimis altarjo sudant, 
maestarumque super libamina secta comarum 
pendent ct vestes mutata sorte relictae. 
mite nemils circa« cultuque insigne verendo 
vittatae laurus ct supplicis arbor olivae. 
nulla autem efligies, nulli commissa metallo 
forma dei, mentes habitare ct pectora gaudet. 
semper habet trepidos, semper locus horret egenis 
* Erechthels lalt ass., Ileinsiua : rt Actris w. 
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• NIphtinpalM, 5rc note on viit. C16. Tcreus, king of 
Tliracr, ravished riiitomela, sister of liis wife Frocne, on<l 
cut out her tongue. 
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«ljr pnr* thrm lvit»ch» of nlivr nntl 'upplicntJnff 
filJr1«, flTui IrarJjr^ llirni In liiilr thrlr fncr<5 in tlirir 
nrnl bcAr hrfarr thrm «nu iintcnnnlcd l»v the 
dead. A mjiltitinlc of rxen* ncf xtrenmx forth from 
t!)c r.rrrhlliran Jmmr' and filh tlic Iioii^ctop'i nnd 
thr »lrcctx ; Mlirncr romrx this swnrm ? Whence so 
many moumers tofjrlhcr? Sot vet do they know 
the caiisp of thrir tlislrrs^, yet arc already weeping. 
^\ith either mneotir'c the pcxtdcss mitjglrs nnd tells 
them of all: of xxhal race they arc sprung, wliat 
deaths they arc hewailinp, and uhnt they seek ; tlicy 
themselves too In variotis cons'crsc make cvcrpvhcrc 
loud outci^* against the Ogypian laws nnd inhuman 
Creon. Is^o Icnpllucr plaint do the Gctic birds® 
utter upon the foreign liousctops in mutilated speed:, 
when they exclaim npalnst the trcacliciy of the 
wedding bower nnd Tcrcus’ cruel deed. 

Tljcrc was in the midst of the city an altar belong- 
ing to no god of power*^; gentle Clemency had there 
her scat, nnd tl>c wretched made it sacred ; never 
lacked slie a new suppliant, none did she condemn or 
refuse their prayers. All that ask arc heard, night 
and day may one approach nnd xvin tl:c licart of the 
goddess by complaints alone. No costly rites are 
hers ; she accepts no incense flame, no blood deep- 
welling ; tears flow upon her altar, sad offerings of 
severed tresses hang above it, and raiment left when 
Fortune changed. Around is a grove of gentle trees, 
marked by the cult of the venerable, wool-entwined 
laurel and the suppliant olive. No image is there, to 
no metal is the divine form entrusted, in hearts and 
minds does the goddess delight to dwell. The 
distressed are ever nigh her, her precinct ever swarms 

* For this passage see vol. I. Introduction, pp. xvi, xxvi. 
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coclibus, ignotac tantum fcl}cil>us arac. 
fama cst, defcnsos acie post busta patcmi 
numinis Ilerculcos scdcm fundassc ncpotes. 
fama minor fnctis : ipsos nam crctlcrc (lignum 
caclicolas, tcllus quibus hospita semper Atbcnae, 500 
ceu leges homincmquc novum ritusque sacrorum 
seminaque in vacuas bine dcsccndentia terras, 
sic sacrassc loco commune animantibus aegris 
confugium, unde procul starent iracqiie minaeque 
regnaque, ct a iustis Fortuna rcccderct aris. S05 
iam tunc innumcrae norant altaria gentes : 
hue victi bellis patriaque a sede fugati, 
regnorumque inopes scclerumquc errore nocentes 
conveniunt pacemque rogant; mox Iiospita sedes 
vicit et Oedipodae Furias et funus OlynthF 510 
texit et a misero matrem submovit Orcste. 
hue volgo monstrante locum manus anxia Lemae 
deveniunt, cedunt- miserorum turba prionun. 
vix ibi, sedatis requierunt pectora curis : 
ceu patrio super alta grues Aquilone fugatae 515 
cum videre Pharon ; tunc aethera latius implent, 
tunc hilari clangore sonant ; iuvat orbe® sereno 
contempsisse nives et frigora solvere Nilo. 

lamque domos patrias Scythicae post aspera gentis 
proelia laurigero subeuntem Thesea cuiru 520 

* et funus OljTithi P<if : funusque Colon! Imhof : et funus 
Onitae tersit Unger, quod patrem suum occidit Se/iol. !>• 

* cedunt Kohlmann ; caedunt Pi j caedit or cedit w. 

s orbe <•> : ore P. 


• He refers to the gift of the knowledge of agriculture, 
which Triptolemus brought to Attica, and the worship of 
Demeter wJiich he instituted there. The “new man ’’ ap- 
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>nth needy folk, onl}’ to the prosperous is her shrine 
unknown. Fame s.nys th.at the sons of Hercules, 
s.ivcd in b.ittlc after the death of tlicir divine sire, 
set up tins altar ; but Fame comes short of truth : 
’tis right to believe tl»at the heavenlj' ones them- 
selves, to wliom Athens was ever a welcoming land, 
as once they gave laws and a new’ man and sacred 
ceremonies and the seeds that here descended upon 
the empty earth,** so now sanctified in this spot a 
common refuge for travailing souls, whence the wTath 
and threatenings of monarchs might be far removed, 
and Fortune depart from a shrine of righteousness. 
Already to countless races were those altars known ; 
liither came flocking those defeated in w’ar and 
e?£ilcd from their country’, kings who had lost their 
realms and those guilty of grievous crime, and sou 
for peace ; and later this abode of kindliness o 
came the rage of Oedipus and sheltered the murder 
of Olynthus and defended hapless Orestes from his 
motiier. Hither guided by the common folk comes 
the distressful band of Lema, and the crowd of 
previous votaries give w'ay before them. Scarce 
W’ere they arrived, when their troubles were soothed 
and their hearts had rest : even ns cranes chased 
o’er the deep by their native North wind, beholding 
Pharos, spread in denser array over the sky and raise 
a joyful clamour ; they delight beneath a cloudless 
heaven to think scorn of snoAVS, and to loose the grip 
of winter by the banks of Nile. 

And now Theseus, drawing nigh his nati\'C land in 
laurelled car after fierce battling wth the Scytltian 

pears to be Triptolemus himself. Athens boasted to have 
always been a refuge for the distressed, for Orestes and 
Oedipus ; OhmUius is not otherwise known. 
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Inctifici plawsus missusquc ntl swlera \'ulgi 
clamor ct cmcritis Inlaris tuba mmtiat armis. 
ante diicem spolia et, dun Mavortis imago, 
virginei curnis cumulataquc fercula cristis 
ct tristes ducuntur cqut truncaequc bipennes, 525 
quis nemora ct solidam Macotida caedcrc suetae, 
corytique leves portanlur et ipica gemmis 
cingula et informcs dominarum sanguine peltae. 
ipsae autem nondum trepidac scxum%'e fatcntur, 
nec ^•ulgare gemunt aspcmanturque precnri, 530 
et tantum innuptae quaenint dclubra Mincrvae. 
primus amor niveis victorem cemere vectum 
quadriiugis ; nec non populos in semet agebat 
Hippolyte, iam blanda genas patiensque mariti 
foederis, banc patriae ritus fregisse se^’eros 535 
Atthides oblique secum mirantur operto 
murmure, quod nitidi crines, quod pectora nalla 
tota latent, magnis quod barbara semet Athenis 
misceat atque hosti venlat paritura' marito. 

Paulum et ab insessis maestae Pelopeides aris 540 
promovere gradum seriemquc et dona tn'umphi 
mirantur, victique animo redlere mariti. 
atque ubi tardavit currus et ab axe superbo 
explorat causes ^'ictor poscitque benigna 
aure preces, ausa ante all.is Capaneia coniunx : 545 

“ belligcr Aegide, subitae cui maxima laudis 
semina de nostris aperit Fortuna ruinis, 
non externa genxzs, dirae nec conscia noxae 
turba sumus *. doraus Argos erat regesque mariti, 

* paritura u s placitura P. 


• 1 .#., of the Amazons, the tribe of warrior-maids of 
Scythia, e/. v. I44 ; the ^{aeotls U the Sea of Azov. 
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rf>!k, i* lirr.nlfiT*? !»r nnt! ihc hcAvcn- 

fiuri;^ '{J,*' |W»HlArr nrn\ ihc mrrn* Inunp 

<'f toAjfftrr rndf^l. h»-f«rtr the cl»irf nrc Iwnic 
JiK a»>f! tJj.it rcr-tH the grim 

flnf! wagom hr.iprt! with crests and 
«!<»wnr.-j»t *trrrl* flud liri»Urii n\cs, ssljcrc«ith tJic 
for strrr «onl In rlr.nr the f(»rcst‘5 nrul froren 
li^ht «|uhrr\ l**o nrc Iwmc nn<i h;^Mricks 
fjrn' villi gnns mu! l-irgrv stntned with tfic blood 
of t!ie 'sflfri^ir-ni.’jlds. 'lliry thrmselvps, still iin- 
nfrAhl, mlmll ii(» tlmuplil «f sr\. nm! scorn to entreat 
iior tiller mcait J.iMicnt, only they seek the shrine 
of unwcddctl Mlncna, Hie passion of the folk 
ft to lichoh! the mnqwcnir, drawn by his four snow- 
>\h}|<; sleetU; Ilippolytc {<><» drew all toward her, 
friendly now ht liKik and patient of the marriage- 
bond. With hu'-hed vhhpcrs nnd sidelong gaze the 
Attic dames man el that she has broken her country’s 
austere lao's, that her hwks arc trim, and all her 
bosom hidden beneath licr robe, that tliough a 
barbarian fIic mingles with mighty Athens, nnd comes 
to boar ofiVpring to her focmnii-lord. 

The sorrowful daughters of Fclops moved a short 
space from the nltnrs where they sat, and marvelled 
at the triumph with its train of spoils, and their 
vanquished lords c.amc once more to their minds. 
And uhen the conqueror halted the chariots and 
from his proud car inquired the causes that liad 
brought them and vatli kind attention bade them 
make tlieir request, the wife of Capaneus dared speak 
before the others: “Warlike son of Aegeus, for 
whom Fortune opens up vast fields of unexpected 
glory tlirougli our ruin, no strangers by race are we, 
nor guilty of any fieinous crime ; our home was 
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non ullnnni ct forlr** ! quid rnim ^rptrn.n movcrc 
cnslr.i ct ApciiorriH opu^ cmcmlnrc pcnnlr<» ? 
ncc cpicrimur cnc<>o^ : hncc licIUcn Jurix \icri(pic 
nrmnruni ; scd non Slctili^ cxorta <i»l> nntrj<i 
monstra ncc 0^’;ael bclto ccctdcrc !jjmcmbre<. 
mitto pcntis clnro’jquc patrc^ : Iioininum, Inclytc 
I'hascu, ^ 

sanpnis crant, homines, cademqtic In sidcr.n, cosdem 
sorlitns nnlmnnim nlimcnlnquc vcstra crcnti, 
quos vctat igne Crcon Styglacquc a limine portae, 
ecu sator Eumonubim aut L^llmei portilor nmnis, 
submovet nc dubio cacliquc Ercblquc sub axe SCO 
detinct, bcu princeps Natura ! ubi numlna, ubi illcst 
fulminis Iniusti iaculator ? ubi cstls, Athenac ? 
septima iam surgens trcpldls Aurora lacentcs 
aversatur equis ; radios dccllnat ct borret 
slclligeri iubar omne poll ; iam comminus Ipsac 605 
pabula dlra ferae campumque oderc volucrcs 
spirantem tabo et caelum ventosque gravantem. 
quantum etenim superesse rear ? nuda ossa putremque 
verrerc permittat saniem. properate, verendi 
Cecropidae ; vos ista decet vindicta, priusquam 670 
Emathii Thracesque dolent,^ quaeque exstat ubique 
gens arsura rogis manesque habitura supremos, 
nam quis erit saevire modus ? bellasdinus, esto ; 
sed cecidere odia et tristes mors obruit iras. 
tu quoque, ut egregios fama cognovimus actus, 675 
non trucibus monstris Sinin infandumque dedisti 
' dolent Pw s adolcnt Pa#Aren* : volent 
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Arj^ot. and nnr 1nj‘har«l« prinrr«, wou?(! they lint! 
tini hffti l»rA»r W'liat nrrtl wnn tijcrc to 

A oni! rh.ntjic the city of 

} \Vr rcmpialn not llut lliry were : 

that i» ihr law of wAr And the fortune of tlic fpht ; 
inil l!>rr were no mon»trn n^rn front Siejllfln dens 
*'r t«jfiinnrtl rrcAtnrr^ of O**.!* a%Iio fell in the 
battle Of thrif r.ace nntl fitnou^ •sires I <pcnk 
not : they "err men, renownr<l 'nie<e»«, nnd of llic 
^rr<l of rnrn, 1>nn» to the ^rlf-^ame «t.nrs to tlie s.irrie 
hnnian lot, the ^ainr ftKxl And ilrink ye nrc; yet 
Croon driiJrs tlirm fire, nnd like the father of the 
Turic^ or thr ferra’inan of Lethe's •stream debars 
them from the Stypiati pale and keeps them hoverinp 
doubtfully brtneVn t!»c worlds of licavcn nntl hell. 
Al.is 1 v>>orcjpn Nature! Where nrc the gods? 
Where is the hurler of the unrightoous brand ? 
Where nrl thou, Athens? Already the seventh 
dawn shrinks with frightened steeds from their 
conisos; the st.nny pole shudders in all its splendours 
nnd witJulraws its rays ; already the very birds and 
prowling beasts loathe the liorrid carrion and the 
battle-field that reeks of corruption and heavily 
taints the breezes nnd the nir. How much indeed 
remains ? let him but permit me to sweep up bare 
bones and putrid gore ! Make haste, ye worthy 
sons of Cecrops ! such a vengeance becomes you, 
before the Emathians nnd Thracians suffer, and evei^ 
race of men that would fain be burnt on pyres and 
be given the last rites of death. For what limit will 
he set to his fury ? We made war, I grant it » but 
hatred is assuaged, and death lias put an end to 
sullen wrath. Thou also, for so Fame hath taught 
U 3 of thy noble deeds, didst not give Sinis and the 
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Cercyona, et sacMim vcllcs Scirona crematum. 
credo et Amazoniis Tanain fiimassc sepulcris, 
undeliaecarmarefersjsed ct lame dignarc triuinplmm. 
da terris uniim caeloque Ereboque laborem, 580 
si patrium Maratliona metu, si tecta levasti 
Cressia, nec fudit vanos anus liospita fletus. 
sic tibi non ullae socia sine Pallade piignae, 
nec sacer invideat paribus Tirj'nthius actis, 
semper et in curru, semper te mater ovantem 585 
cematj et invictae nil tale precentur Athenae.’ 

Dixerat ; excipiunt cunctae tenduntque precantes 
cum clamore manus ; rubuit Neptunius heros 
permotus lacrimis ; iusta mox concitus ira 
exclamat: “ quaenam ista novos induxit Erinys 590 
regnorum mores ? non haec ego pectora liqui 
Graiorum abscedens, Scythiam Pontumque nivalem 
cum peterem ; novus unde furor ? victumne putasti 
Thesea, dire Creon ? adsum, nec sanguine fessum 
crede ; sitit meritos etiamniun haec hasta cruores. 
nulla mora est ; verte hunc adeo, fidissime Phegeu, 
cornipedem, et TjTias invectus protinus arces 597 
aut Danais edice rogos aut proelia Thebis.” 
sic ait oblitus bellique viaeque laborum, 
hortaturque suos viresque instaurat anhelas : 000 

ut modo conubiis taurus saltuque recepto 
cum posuit pugnas, alio si forte remugit 
bellatore nemus, quamquam ora et colla cruento 

imbre madent, novus arma paratcampumquelacessens 


• Hecale, Tvho entertained Theseus when he went out to 
slay the Maralhonian bull, 

• Theseus was a son of Neptune, according to some 
legends. 
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unutterable Ccrcyon to '"j®' that 

hast brought this lio^t . exploit to earth and 

worthy of tl.^ „ i thou Sltave thy pative 
heaven and hell alike, it ti Crete, and 

Marathon from fear, and .1 tjjee shed not 
if the aged 

her tears in vain. So roaj n ' thy 

P-allas' aid, nor f"’’" /ever behold thee 
equ.al exploits, may ^ Pnow not defeat 
triumphant in thy car, and A 

nor ever make 0 prayer , outstretched make 

She spoke : they all OTth ndsj j^^ptnuian hero ‘ 
clamorous echo to her ./soon fired by 

flushed, deeply stirred b) t_ inspired 

righteous j^t?" Not so minded were 

this strange unkingV f sought Scythia 

the Greeks at my departure, h madness ? 

and the Pontic snows ! fST Creon ? I 

Thoughtest thou Theseus ,veary ! even 

am n!ar at hand, think me not blood j 

yet niy spear thirsts thy galloping 

make no delay ; turn on Ae “>hl TyTian 

steed, most trusty P*'®B® r(„nai must bum or 
towers and procl.aim that the p ^tful of the 

Thebes must fight. ®“ S'/^rch, and encourages 
labours of warfare and t . ted strength anew t 
his men and inspires then ®^*'“® ips brides and 
as when a bull tVie if by chance another 

pasture and ceased from battle, j llioupli 

gUde resound with a "tirnor s low. 
his neck and breast Jd pawing the plain 

rain, he prepares afresh for war ana p o 
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ludes h(s groaning and conceals bis wounds in 
Tritoma berself smote upon her biicbler and snook 
the Libyan terror,** the Medusa that guards her 
bosom. Straightway all the serpents rose erect 
together, and in a mass looked towards Thebes ; iwt 
yet were the Attic warriors on the march, and already 
ill-fated Dirce trembled at the trumpets sound. 

At once not only are they inflamed to war who u'ere 
returned from sharing the Caucasian victorj' : al 
the countryside stirred up its untrained sons to war. 
They flock together and of their own accord follow 
their prince’s stand.ard : the men w'ho 
chilly Brauron and the Monychian fields and Piraeus, 
firm ground for frightened sailors, and Marathon, 
not yet famous for her Eastern triumph. The Iicm^ 
steads of Icarius and of Celcus that entertained their 
native gods ® send troops to battle, green Mclacnae 
too, and Aegaleos, rich in forests, and Parnes, friend 
of rines, and Lycabessos, richer in the juicy olive. 
Violent Alaeus came, and the ploughrrwn of fragran 
Hymettus, thou, too, Achamac, who didst clothe the 
bare wands in iv>'.* Sonion, far ®cen of Eas cn 
prows, is left behind, whence Aegeus fell,** deceived 
by the lying saiU of the Cretan bark, * 

name to the w'andering m.ain. These fol ' rc* 
Salamis, those from Eleusvs, Ceres tovui, verc sen , 
their ploughs hung up, to the flrc.idful fray, and tlic) 
whom CalUrhoc enfolds with her «me errant 
.and EUsos who privy to Orithyia s rape \ 

bene.atlj ins banks the 'Hiraeian lover.' mu 

too is emptied for the fight, nhere g ' 
imglitilv, until a new tree rose from tiie o n- 

In Cm."'*'** 
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dissimulat pemitus ct \Tilncr.i ptilvcrc eclat. COj 
ipsa metus Libycos scn'atriccrnquc Medusam 
pectoris incussa niovit Tritonin parma. 
protiniis erccti toto simul agminc Thebas 
respexere nngucs ; necclum Atticus ire parabat 
miles, et infeli.v cxp.avit classiea Dirce. 

Continuo in pugnas band solum nccensa iuventus, 
qui modo Caucasei comites rediere triumplii ; 
omnis ad arma rudes ager cxstimulavit nlumnos. 
conveniunt ultroque ducis vexilla seqimntur, 
qui gelidum Braurona virl, qui riira lacessunt 615 
Nlonychia et trepidis stabllem Piraeea nautis 
et nondum Eoo clarum Marathona triumpho. 
mittit in arma manus gentilibus hospita divis 
Icarii Celeique domus \iridcsque Melaenae, 
dives et Aegaleos nemorum Parnesque benignus 620 
vitibus et pinguis melior Lycabessos olivae. 
venit atrox Alaeus et olentis arator Hymetti, 
quaeque rudes thyrsos hederis vestistis, Achamae. 
linquitur Eois longe speculabile proris 
Sunion, unde vagi casurum in nomina ponti 625 
Cressia decepit falso ratis Aegea velo. 
hos Salamin populos, lllos Cerealis Eleusin 
horrida suspensis ad proelia roisit aratris^ 
et quos Callirhoe noviens errantibus undis 
implicat, et raptae qui conscius Orithyiae 630 

celavit ripis Geticos Elisos amores. 
ipse quoque in pugnas vacuatur collis, ubi ingens 
lis superum, dubiis donee nova surgeret arbor 


“ Medusa and the Gorgons ilred in Libya. 

• Bacchus and Demeler. 

• Achamae was famous for the ivy tiiat decked the thyrsi, 
or wands of the Bacctianals. 

• Aegeus, father of Theseus, threw himself into the sea 
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bosom. Straifflitwav ^11 Soords her 

Tbcy floci?tooefher ^ 7 Its untmined sons to w,ir. 
tbeir princc's'’staS-f! 5 ‘^ o'™ accord follow 

chilly Brauron ind MiT\i '' '“ ®P'''''C not 

firm ground for fr(ol»» t>njchian fields nnd Piraeus, 

notyft faJJfourJor fi p"f Marathon.’ 

steads of lorius and '."“"'P bonic- 

Pative go<B s sen^t ° “f entertained their 

too, and Aegalcos rich in r” Rrccn Mclacnac 

of tines .ami r vrJ "^"rncs, friend 

Violent Alaensn ^ T’ ‘*>0 i “'ey olive. 
Ilymettus thnn a”! lfio"gi'man of fragrant 
bare nSs r’- r «).o didst clotim tlie 

prows B leftT P' f""”"' '"■> of Btstem 

by thelv/on ‘’“1"'“’; ".'""ee '''SCO' fell,* rh-ccived 

Salanns tho!f .''''‘'■'e f-lh from 

thr»tr .1’ j ^ iVom LJcusis, Ceres town, >»ere sent 
« hoin'o.'if r ''“’’PrT.- f'"' a'lfnl fra.v. and ll.rv 

and Pli onfoids Milh her nine errant jtreanis', 

Se d !’"'■•'• «o Onthjia-s rape mncrale. 

loo ? the niraeian hner- 7 hat toll 

. far 'be fipld. ..hrre p,!, .,,„,e 

nghtlly, until a new tree rose from the 1! ,a!i;r g 

■''■Pran). tli!al.,ai. nn.. „„ [era'ej 
* • IVjfnas. li.r jv>rtia *.uL 
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rl rrfuijttm m«fr fptfi?»'r»‘5 

^•'rt rl Ari'ti'Xi «<! ffU>*'nU iliifrm 

nipj»<>U Ir IttMtnx : rrSlnrt Unx rrrl.x tunirnth 
ulrrl, ri'£j.te (Ufuktrer rurM 

MnrtU rt rinrrJtn^ lhal-Jtm* ^jrrarr phirrlrAi. 

1 f<ix tiJil \ rllr nrlrn rt cli-rrfr frrrt» 

ilt»\ \l(!rt. tJlnur plU r>x|itlm ilrttl *.^u-uIa 
ninplrxii'qup lirrxrn, rttrrti <{r f.xlur nl> nlln : 

** Irrrnrum Ir^r^ rt iiitiiidl f.»r<lpr.t nirrurji 
ilc'frnsiirn rolmrs, ItiTuniitr furntr'^* 

c(irplilni<: ljnconuirm{lhmnt|Uphr>mlntjmf|urfiivori'nJ 

Nntlirniuqur dtirrin r<u*lUM|tir iltriiti’* Avrml 
stnrc pnlam r^t; HUc IVirnnrum rxrrritn 'I‘Iu*bN 
nfftnitm et nnptticpimnc diicunt vrtllla •lororc**. 
itc nlncrcs trtjvtacqtic, prrtsir, ronfldllc causae/’ 
illril, et <‘inis<!n prnccrps Itrr inrt)l>.nt lia^tn: 
qnalis Ilvpcrborcos «!»i nul>ihi« Itjslilit axes 
Juppitcr ct jirima trcmcfeclt sulcra br»nna» 
ruinpltur Acolla ct lon^ram Inillpruala qulctem 
tollit hicnips animo^ vcntoxaquc sibilat Arctos ; ^ ^ 

tunc monies undaoquc frcmunt, tunc proclia caccis 
nubibus ct tonitrus Insannquc fiilnuna pnmlent. C55 
Ida gcniit tcllus, viridcs graxis ungula compos 
mutat.et^innumcrlspcclitumquc cquitumquecoten'is 
exspjrnt protritus ngcr» ncc pulx’ere crnsso 
armorum lux victa peril, sed in aethcra longum 
frangitur, et mediis ardent in nubibus Imstae. 600 
* insumite mentes «: consumitc omnntes P. 

* caecis Pt caesis u: qtiassis Koch. 

* mutat et Piai atterit K. 

“ The Acropolis of Athens, scene of the strife between 
Athene and Poseidon (god of the sea); Athene gained the 
victory by her gift of the olix'e-lree. 

• Veterans on their discharge{“emeriti”) were accustomed 
to dedicate their arms in a temple 
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rocks ami cast its long shadow on the rctreatin" sea.° 
Hippolyte too would have led her Northern sejundrons 
to the Cadmean walls, but tlic already certain hope 
of her swelling womb restrains her, and her pouse 
entreats her to dismiss the thoughts of battle ana 
in the marriage-bower to dedicate her war-spen 
quiver,*' , 

When the cliief perceives them in warlike mood 
and ablaze with joyous steel, how they give hurried 
kisses and brief embraces to their ’ 

he speaks thus from liis lofty chariot o I'tikJ! 
wlio will defend with me the laws of nations 
covenants of heaven, take courage worthy 
emprise ! For us, ’tis clear, starids the favour of all 
gods and men, Nature our guide and - , 
multitudes of Avernus : for them the tro*>p 
Furies, that Tliebes lias marshalled, and tl‘e s"ak 
haired Sisters bring forth their banner, a 
in ivarlike spirit, and trust, I pray you, i 
noble ! ■■ lie spake, and hS 

forth upon the road: as when 
cloudy footsteps upon the 
makes the stars tremble at the ” . rjg 

Acolia* is riven, and the storm, indig • * j 

idleness, takes heart, and the North 

hurricane ; then roar 1 thunders and 

clouds battle in the bUnd gloom, and thunders 

crazed lightnings revel. .n. UeavT hoof changes 

The smitten earth groans, t . . ffu^hed 

the aspect of the of hor,e .nJ 

fields cvpire beneath the tliick dust, 

foot, nor is the gleam "f •‘J™’” , ,, hum amid 

but flashes far into the air. and “'e P 

■ The abode of Aeolas. Uag cf the j 
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noclcm fldcf) plncl(la«!quc opcri junxcrc tcncbras, 
certamenque immnnc %'iris, quo concitn tcndant 
agmina, qins visas proclamct nb nggcrc TIjcbas, 
cuius in Ogygio stct princeps lancca muro. 
at procul ingenti Neptunius agmina Theseus C65 
angustat clipco, propriacque exordia laudis 
centum urbes umbone gent centennque Cretae 
moenia, seque ipsum monstrosi nmbagibus antri 
hispida torquentem Inctantis colla iuvenci 
alternasque manus circum ct nodosa b'gantem C70 
bracchia et nbducto vitantem cornua vultu. 
terror habet populos, cum saeptiis imagine ton'a' 
ingreditur pugnas : bis Tliesca bisque cruentas 
caede videre manus ; veteres reminiscitur actus 
ipse tuens soclumque gregem metuendaque quondam 
limina, et absumpto pallentem Gnosida filo. 670 
Soevus at interea ferro post terga ren'nctas 
Antigonen viduamque Creon Adrastidn leto 
admovet ; ambae hilares et mortis amore superbae 
ensibus intentant iugulos regemque cruentum 080 
destituunt : cum dicta ferens Theseia Phegeus 
adstitit. ille quidem ramis insontis olivae 
pacificus, sed bella ciet bcllumque minatur, 
grandefremens,nimiumquememormandantis etipsum 
jam prope, iam medios operire cohortibus agios 685 
ingeminans. stetit ambiguo Tiicbanus in aestu 
curarum, nutantque minne et prior ira tepescit. 
tunc firmat sese, ilctumque ac triste renidens : 

^ imagine torva ws in ogmine torvo P. 


• Theseus’s exploits in Crete (slaying of the Minotaur) 
^erc tlie prelude to his still greater subsequent fame. 
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the clouds. Night too and the quiet shades they add 
to their toil, and the warriors mightily strive how 
they may speed the army's march, who may pro- 
claim from a hillock the first sight of Thebes, Avhose 
lance will first stand fixed in the Ogygian rampart. 
But from afar Theseus, son of Neptune, dwarfs the 
ranks with his huge sliield, and bears upon its boss 
the hundred cities and hundred walls of Crete, the 


prelude to his owti renown,® and himself in the wind- 
ings of the monstrous cave twisting the shaggy neck 
of the struggling bull, and binding him fast with 
sinewy arms and grip of either hand, and avoiding the 
horns with head drawn back. Terrified are the folk 
when be goes to battle *neatU the shelter of that 
grim device, to behold Tlreseus in double shape and 
ms hands twice drenched in gore ; he himself recalls 
his deeds of old, the band of comrades and the oncc- 
dreaded doorway and the pale face of the Gnosian 
maid as she followed out the due. 

But meanwhile the ruthless Creon leads onward 
to death Antigone and the widowed daughter oi 
Adrastus, their hands fettered behind them ; both 
cheerful and proudly eager for death, they hold 
out their necks to the swords and baflle the cruel 
king, when lo ! bearing Thcscua’ message Phcgcus 
stood there. All peaceful lie with innocent olive- 
branch, but war is Ills intent, and «ar he threalem 
in loud and angn' tones, and well remembering ns 
lord's commands repeats that he will soon >t. mg 

at hand in person, soon covering the counlrj-^e as 

he passes with all lus cohorts, llw llicban s . . 
doubt amid surging cares, lus anger ‘ 

first wxath grow^ cool. Tl.cn stcchng his heart, and 

with a feigned and sullen smile he aiibv ere • 
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"parvnnc prrwtratU’* Inqiilt. "dorumcntn Mvccni< 
ynntlimis? f»i Ucniin,<}iii rnorni.n no'^trn lacc'i’iatit. tC") 
ncripimu*!, vcnlant ; set! uc p<»^t brlla <|urranHir : 
lex endem vJetb.” tliclt ; sed piilvcrc cra«<o 
cnlipnrc diem et Tyrim lupa penlerc monte"* 
nspicit ; nnnnri j>oj>»l(t< tnmen nrmnque ferri 
ipse iubet j>nllens, ittedinrqiic in sedibiis nulac C55 
Kumenidas siibitns neiitcmquc Menoecca ccrnlt 
tnrbidus impositosqtie roph ganderc Pelasgcjs. 
quis fnit illc dies ? tnnto cun» sanguine Thebis 
pax inventa perit? patriis modo flxn rcvcllunt 
nrma deis, clipeisque obducunt peclora frnctis, TOO 
et gnlcns bumilcs et ndliuc sordentin tnbo 
spicula : non pliarctrls quisquam, non ense dccorus, 
non spcctandus cquo ; ccssnt fiducia vnlll, 
murorum pntet omne latus, mimlmlna portae 
cxposcunt : prior hostis bnbet ; fastigia desunt : 705 
deiecit Capanetis j exsanguis et aegra inventus 
iam nee coniugibus suprema nee oscula natis 
iungit, et attoniti nil optavere pnrentes. 

Atticus interea, iubar ut clarcsccre ruptis 
nubibus et solem primis aspexit in armis, 710 

desilit in campum, qui subter moenia nudos 
adser\'at manes, dirrsque vnporibus aegrum 
aera pulverea penitus sub casside ducens 
ingemit et iustas belli flammatur in iras. 
hunc saltern miseris ductor Thebanus honorem 715 
largitus Danais, quod non super ipsa iacentum 
corpora belligeras acies Martemque secundum 
miscuit j aut' lacera ne quid de strage nefandus 
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ft^'-Hr.incc l!icn ilid wc give of Mveenne's ruin ? 
. licrc come oilier^ to vex our wnlis f Let them 
come! We t.ikc the challenge! But let tlicm not 
"nine \'i}ien they are beaten; one law awaits the 
^nquerctl/’ He •■pcak^, but sees tlic claylifiht wane 
*n thickening ami the sl!aT|> outlines fade from 
the lyrian hills; yet in |>a!c anxiety he bids his 
people arm and go to war, and suddenly beholds in 
his palacc-liall the I’urics, and Mcnocccus weeping, 
^nd the IVIavgians exultant on their p}*res. Ah I 
tatal day! ^hen peace gained for Thebes at such 
® price of blood is lost again ! They tear down tlie 
»nns lately hung in their native shrines, and shield 
tlieir bodies witli pierced bucklers, don mutilated 
helms and take up gorc»encrusted spears ; none is 
gay with quiver or sword, none is glorious to behold 
upon his charger ; no trust is there in the palisade, 
the city walls arc all agape, the gates cry for defences ; 
the former foe hath them in possession ; the battle- 
ments are gone ; Capancus hath o'erthrovm them ; 
strengtldess and faint, the warriors no more give 
the last kisses to wiv'cs or cluldren, nor do their 
dazed parents utter any prayer. 

Meanwhile the Attic cluef, beholding the rays 
burst through the clouds in growing splendour and 
the sun first glint upon tlic arms, leaps down into 
the plain ^vhere by the walls the dead still Ue un- 
buried, and breatliing beneath lus dusty helm the 
dread vapours of the tainted air he groans and is 
inflamed to righteous rage for war. This honour 
at least did the Theban chieftain pay to the hapless 
Danaans, that he engaged not the warring hosts 
in a second battle o’er the verj' bodies of the fallen ; 
or else, that ius impious lust might lose naught of 
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p«*rtlrrr!, rllfltur rTTi^Tr-t 

trfTrt Ttnlis ? Ufii'ju*’ ftitrfri* Ift 

Ilrll.inA rirt ; tvmi'Untor utrlunju'-, 
n'>ii iilrifiujnr tub (!rbi!i» nllrfa pijln-i 

rf’.irH nripibitt^im atnrnt.»qur tir\tr{-» 

Inxft Irtiftu • rrt!iitil Iclltifr, antibijur rrtbtrti* 
tnlrntftfjt \rtrrr^ rtlxmtiiim In ^atijjuhjr |>1 .»£;a<. *•■5 
Inm nrc Crrfujilii Itlrtn dtirtoribui arilor, 
Janpur^runt^jur niUtnr ft ilrtiit irrMM rri/Jit : 
ventdnim \rjtil Irn tttSnr>r. iibl ^Hva fiirrntrx 
inipcdit, Insarihiuc tncrhl ^Inr litorr fliiclui. 

Ut vcro nc<ju<irrtix (iiirrctiit) Marnlljonlila Tlic<<*U'< 
cxtulit, crcclnc ciiiun In *31 

urnbrn cndil cninpuinquc truccm Inx Implct : 

ecu pater Julon<M Hacinl tie vertlre Mavnrs 
inipulcrit currus, rapI^U* niorteoKpic fugnnujuc 
axe vehens, sic cxnntmcs In lerpa rctluelt “33 

pallor Agcnorldns ; taedet ftiplentlhus utl 
Tliesca, nee facllcm difniatur dextrn cruorem. 
cetera plcbeio desnevit sanguine virtus. 
sic iuvat cxnnimis proicclnquc prneda ennesque 
dcgcncresquc lupos : magnos nlit Ira leones. "-tO 
attamcn Olenium Lamyrumquc, hunc tela pbaretra 
promentem, bunc saevi tollcntcm pondera saxi 
deicit, et triplici confisos robore gentis 
Alcetidas fratres, totidem quos eminus liastis 
continuat ; ferrum consumpsit pectorc Phyleus, 7J5 
ore momordit Helops, umcro transmisit lapyx. 
iamque et quadriiugo celsum petit Haemona curru, 

• i.e.t that the carnage might be greater on a fresh field. 
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TlfEBAID, Xir. 710-747 

mnnplctl cnninpc,** tlac*; lie clioc^c n virgin field 
to drink lip the streams of gore? Already in far 
diiTcrent wjee llcllona summons the armies to mutual 
fiplit : here only is heard the battle-crj% here only 
the trumpet'hla'it ; there frail warriors stand, irith 
drooping incficctual swords and loosened slings ; 
they give M'ay, and drawing hack their armour dis- 
play old Wounds yet bleeding. Already even the 
Cccropian chiefs have lost their ardour for tlie fray, 
their temper wanes and confident valour flames less 
high ; just as the wrath of the winds is weakened, if 
no forest impede their raging blasts, and the furious 
billows are silent where there is no shore. 

But when TIicscus, bom of the main, held aloft his 
Marathonian oaken shaft, whose cruel shadow’ ns he 
lifted it fell upon tlic foe, and the spear-point flashed 
o'er the battle-field afar— as though father Mnvors 
were driving his Edonian chariot down from Haemus 
summit, witli Death and Panic riding upon his hurry- 
ing axle, even so docs pale fear drive the sons of 
Agenor in terror-stricken rout ; but Tiieseus disdains 
to do battle with the fugitives, his right hand thinks 
scorn of easy victims. The rest of the gallant host 
sate their rage in common slaughter. Even so dogs 
and cow'ard w’olves delight in prey that lies cowering 
at tlieir feet, w’hile anger is the strength of mighty 
lions. Yet he slays Olenius and Lamyrus, the one 
as he takes arrows from his quiver, the other as lie 
raises a great stone aloft, and the sons of Alcetus, 
trusting in their threefold might, whom he pierces 
at long range with as many spears. Phyleus re- 
ceived the spear-point in his breast, Helops bit the 
iron witli his teeth, the missile sped through the 
shoulder of lapyx. And now he makes for Haemon 



5 TAT 11‘5 


|j»‘TTrtn!!»»j*jt}r Unrjjj • HI** ptYrni^'i 

^rJu^n : ImOJo |t--fh»4 Irr.f’fr 
trAU«llt llurtl, %{!lrln» OT T'.on 

Irftl.i, uril rtj5j>ls trmint'* rrtrnu nt. 

J'rtl solufu •*>!««» ctirnocr tfrn;*-nflo* 

In lumUt opl.il t»>r»*Alijur Crronta. 
nlfjiir !iijnr cl{\er'«4 Ifi tVtiotp iiianlpl'V* 

tlirlli fnulfAfjMP rttrrniA *5^ 

ctuj'pfrit; nU’Crtlunt rotuUc-^ : "sril Tlirnr-t Iuh*!! 

frrllqur «lrl< nti|tir tirmt* ; 

illp Icnrl rrvtH*At»iMt* mmk ; uti|UP nrqua notavlt 
lihjc nti]ur Mnc ihIIa, rMmu.i 5c if», 

Inin Irtnle fiircm, ntquc mnrte fulura : 

*' non cum jiclUfcrH,** nil, ’* hncc tiM pugna pticKN, 
virgInCM nc crctlc nmniin : Me cnul.i \in)fum 
])r(iL*lln, nos inngnum qui Tyilea quique furentem 
Hlppomcdontn nod Cnjwnenque mlsimus umbris 
pcctorn. qunc bcituni pracceps amentia sunsU, 7C5 
impriibe ? nonne vUlcs» quos wlcivcare* lacentes ? " 

5ic nit, ct frustrn pcrlturum missile snmmo 
ndfixit clipeo. risit vocesque innnumque 
borriilus Aegidcs, fcrratnqiic nrbore ningnos 
molitur inctus, nee non prhis ore superbo 770 

intonnt ; “ Argolici, quibus bnee tlatur bostin, manes, 
pandite Tnrtnroum cbnos ultricesque pnrntc 
Eumenidas, venit ecce Creon ! ’* sic fatus, et auras 
dissipat Iiasta tremens ; subtemine duro 

multiplicem tenues itc» catenae, 

incidit : emicuit per ^ sanguis 

^ tremendo Zaitf 3 rss., P: fremendo 

* i.f 
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THEBAID, XII. 748-770 

riiUng nlofl in foiir-ljorscd car, and wliirls the terrible 
javelin %vith Ills arm ; thcotlicrs\vcr\'cd his frightened 
steeds, !)iit the spear, far-flung, struck home, and 
piercing two of them thirsted for yet a third wound, 
but the point was stayed by the intervening pole. 

But Creon alone is the object of his hopes and 
prayers, him alone he summons with terrible challenge 
amid all the squadrons of the field ; he perceives him 
on a battle-front afar, exhorting his troops and utter- 
ing desperate tlircats in vain. His comrades flee 
away, but those of I'hcscus leave him at his bidding, 
rcl^'ing on the gods and the prowess of their chief ; 
Creon restrains his men and calls them back, but 
seeing that he is hated by either side alike, he nerv'cs 
lumsclf to a last outburst of rage, inspired now by 
the frenzy of doom and emboldened by inesitable 
death ; “ 'Tis with no targe-bearing girls ** tliou doest 
battle here ; no maiden’s hands are ours, be sure ; 
here is the stern strife of men wlio have sent great 
Tydeus and furious Hippomedon to death, and the 
vast bulk of Capaneus to the shades. What headlong 
madness drove thee to fight, thou reckless fool ? 
Seest thou not tlieir corpses whom thou wouldst 
avenge ? ” So he spoke, and lodged his missile 
fruitlessly in the buckler’s edge. But the terrible 
son of Aegeus laughed at his words and deed alike, 
and poising his iron-clad shaft for a mighty blow first 
proudly cried in thunderous accents : “ Ye Argive 
spirits, to whom I offer this victim, open wide the 
void of Tartarus, bring forth the Avenging Furies, 
lo ! Creon comes ! ” He spoke, and the quivering 
spear rends the air ; then, where with iron weft the 
slender chains combine to form the manifold cuirass, 
it falls ; through a thousand meshes spirts upward 



STATIUS 


fniplns ; illc ornlt'i cxlrcmo crmrr solulh 
lnl)itnr. ntUUtit 'nir^eiw prAVH nrmnquc tollcn^ t 
“ iamnc dare exstJneth iusto**/' alt, “ Iiostibu? I'^ncs, 
iam viclos operire placet? vadc nlra datiirc 
supplicia extrendque tamcn secure scpulcri.” 

Acecdunt utrimqnc pio vcxilla tumultu 
pcrmjsccntquc niatujs ; medio iam focdcra bcllo, 
nmquc hospes Theseus ; ornnt succcdcre muris 
dignnriquc domos. nee tecta hostllla ^nclor 
nspematus init ; gnudent matresque nurtisque 
Og3’giae, qualis thyrso bcllantc subnetus 
mollin laudabnt iam marcidiis orgia Ganges, 
ecce per ndversas Dircaei vcrticis umbr.as 
femineus quatil nstra fragor, matresque Pclasgac^ 
decurrunt : qualcs Baechca ad bella vocatoe 
Tljj-iades amentes, magnum quas poscere credos 
nut fccissc nefas ; gaudent lamento novacque 
exsultant lacrimac ; rapit hue, rapit impetus illuc» 
Thesea magnanimum quacrant prius, anne Creonta, 
anne suos J vidui ducunt ad corpora luctus. 

Non ego, centena si quis mca pcctora laxet 
voce deus, tot busta simul vulgique ducumque, 
tot pariter gemitus dignis conatibus aequem : 
turbine quo sese cans impleverit^ audax 
ignibus® Euadne fulmenque in pectore magno 
quaesierit ; quo more iacens super oscula saevi 
corporis infelix excuset Tj'dea coniunx ; 
ut saevos narret vigilcs Argia sorori ; 

* implevent P ; instraverit w. 

* igmbus w s ictibus P. 
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THEBAID, XII. 777-804 


the accursed blood ; he sinks, his eyes open in the 
last spasm of death. Theseus stands over him in 
stem ^v^ath, and spoiling him of liis armour speaks : 
‘‘ Now art thou pleased to give dead foes the fire that 
is their due ? Now ^vilt thou bury the vanquished ? 
Go to thy dreadful reckoning, yet be assured of tliy 
burial.” 

From either side the banners meet and mingle in 
friendly tumult ; on the very field of war a treaty is 
made, and Theseus is now a welcome guest ; they 
beg him to approach their •walls and to deem their 
homes worthy of his presence- The victor disdains 
not to set foot in the dwellings of his foes ; the 
Ogygian dames and maidens rejoice : even as, over- 
come by the warring th)rrsus,® Ganges by now 
drunken applauded womanly revels. Lol yonder on 
the shady heights of Dirce a shout of women shakes 
the vault, and the Pelasgian matrons come running 
do^vn : like raving Thyiads are tliey, summoned to 
Bacchus’ wars, demanding, thou mightest deem, or 
having done some deed of horror ; tJicir wailing is 
of joy, fresh tears gush forth ; they dart now here, 
now there, doubting whether first to seek great- 
hearted Theseus, or Creon, or their own kinsmen ; 
their widowed grief leads them to the dc.ad. 

I could not, even if some god gave hundredfold 
utterance to my heart, recount in worthy stmins so 
vast a funeral of chieftains alike and common folk, 
so many lamentatiojis united : how fe.irlf-ss Fv.idne 
with impetuous bound Jwd her fill of the firt“» she 
loved and sought the thunderbolt in that mighty 
breast, how as slie lay and showered k!^^rs c)n hi* 
terrible form his unlmppy spouse made rxrusr for 
Tydeus ; how Argia tells her sister the storj’ of tlie 



fiTATI US 


Arcntlrt qtjo plnnctii jjrnrtrK I’nmnnlMa cl.'xmrt, 
Arcndn, cnn<iumjtti» ^rn'.nntrtn snnpilnr mjIIim, 
Arcndn, <jijcm pnninnr pnrilrr flrvcrc coliorti-<. 
vl\ noMjs fumr vctdrmqiic Implc^’irt Aj>ollo, 
ct Jncn Inm Icitign incniU rntU ncquorc portum. 

DurnbNnc prorul donilnoqtic Irgcrc stjpcrstcs, SIO 
o Tnilii bisscnos nntUtim \ipilntn per imno<? 

Thcbai ? inm ccrlc prnc^cns tibl Fnmn benifnium 
strnvit iter cocpilque novnm inoiJ'str/irc fuluris. 
lam tc mnpnnninuis di;:tintur no'*cerc Cnc^ar, 

Italn iam studio discit memorntque iu\'cntu«. 81a 
vivo, prccor ; ncc tu diviimm Acneldn tcmptn, 
scd longc sequcrc ct vestigia semper odora. 
mox, tibi si quis ndhuc praetendit nubila livor, 
occidet, et meriti post me referentur honores. 
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TiJKnAiD, XII. m-8\o 

cruel wftlchmcn, «itli Mli.al l.'imcnt the Erj'mantlnan 
jnothcr bewails the Arcadian, the Arcadian, Avlio keeps 
his beauty thou;;h nil his blood be spent, tlie 
Arcadian, ^^cpl for by either host alike. Scarce 
'vould new iii'ipirnliott or Apollo's presence sustain 
the task, nnd my little bark has voyaged far and 
descr\‘cs her haven. 

Wilt thou endure in the lime to come, O my 
TMatti, for twelve j'cars object of my wakeful toil, 
wilt thou siir\*ivc thy master nnd be read ? Of a 
truth already present Fame hath paved thee a 
friendly road, and begun to hold thee up, young as 
thou art, to future ages. Already great-hearted 
Caesar deigns to know tlice, and the youth of Italy 
eagerly learns and recounts thy verse. 0 live, I 
pray 1 nor rival the divine Aeneid, but follow afar 
and ever venerate its footsteps. Soon, if any envy 
as yet o’erclouds thee, it shall pass away, and, after 
I am gone, thy well-won honours shall be duly paid. 
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ACHILLEIDOS 

LIBER I 


Magnanimum Aeacidcn formidatamque Tonanti 
progeniem et patrio vetitam succedere caelo, 
diva, refer, quaraquam acta viri multuin inclita cantu 
Maeonio, sed plura vacant : nos ire per omnem 
— sic amor est — heroa velis Scyroque latentem 6 

Dulichia proferre tuba nec in Hectore tracto 
sistere, sed tota iuvenem deducere Troia. 
tu modo, si vcterem digno deplevimus haustu, 
da fontes mihi, Phoebe, novos ac fronde secunda 
necte comas: neque enim Aonium nemus advena pulso 
nec mea nunc primis augescunt tempera vittis. H 
scit Dircaeus ager meque inter prisca parentum 
nomina cumque suo numerant Amphione Thebae. 

At tu, quern longe primum stupet Itala virtus 
Graiaque, cui geminac florent vatumque ducumque 15 
certatim laurus — olim dolct altera \'inci — , 
da veniam ac trepidum patere hoc sudare parumper 


* Zeus would have married Thetis, had it not been declared 
that their son would be mightier than Zeus himself. 

* i.e., the Iliad of Homer. 

* of Ulysses (see line 873). Dulichium was part of hb 
kingdom. 

* Of the Muses. • A fountain at Thebes. 

* " altera,” that of poetry t Domitian fancied himself both 
SOS 




ACIlILLniD 

HOOK I 

TrU., O prvlflrti, 4,f prr.nl'lir.nrlrii Acnciclcs /ind of 
tl>c l>rTi;;rnv ih.nt lli** niiimlrrcr fr.irccl nnt! fnrbnde 
lo Inlirrit li|\ ffltlirrV lir-ixcn.* Iliglily renowned 
nrr tlir vnrriorV drrj!^ in Mnronlnn .«;ongA but more 
remains tmtnld t fuitcr me— for fuch U my desire— 
to rccoutit llir «li(ilr ^lon* of the hero, to summon 
him fortli from his lildtnc'plAce in 5cvros s\ith the 
Dulichinn tnm>pcl,« nnd not to stop’sliort nt the 
drappin^: of Hector, Imt to Icml the yotitli througli 
the «holc tnlc of IVoy. Only do thou, O Plioebus, if 
with n Morlhy droupht I drained tijc former fount, 
\ouchsafc new springs nnd weave my liair with 
propitious clmplels ; for not ns n newcomer do I seek 
entrance to the Aonian** prove, nor nre these the first 
fillets that magnify my brow. The fields of Dirce* 
know it, nnd Thebes counts my name among her fore- 
fathers of old time nnd with her own Amphion. 

But thou M’hom far before nil others the pride of 
Italy and Greece regards with reverent awe, for 
whom the laurels twain of poet and w’arrior-cluef 
flourish in mutual rivalry — already one of them 
grieves to be surpassed^ — ^grant pardon, and allow 
me anxiously to toil in this dust awhile. Thine is 
as a poet and a general, but would be better flattered by 
being called more brilliant in the latter capacity. 
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puivcrc. tc lon;;o nccdtim fulcntc p.irfllu 
mollmur mngnii«:quc tlh! prnrliidit Acldllcs. 

Solvcrftl OcI)al{o cla<«cm tie litorc pastor 20 
Dartlnnus incnulns blnndc poptilnltjs Atnyclas 
plcnaquc matem! referens praesa;;ia somnl 
culpatiim rclcgcbat iter, qua concilia ponto 
flucUbus invisis lam Nereis imperat Ilclle : 
cum Tliclis Itlacos— heu numquam vana parentum 
auguria I — expavit vilreo sub gtirgite remos. 26 
nee morn, ct unilosU turba comitnntc sororum 
prosiluit tlinlamis: fcr\'ent cocuntia Phrixi 
iitora ct nngtislum dominns non e.xplicat aequor. 

Ilia ubi* discusso primum subit ncra ponto : ^ 30 

“ me petit bacc, mib! classis,*' alt, '* funcsta mlnatur, 
ngnosco monltus ct Protea vera locutum. 
ecce novam Priamo faeibus de puppe levatis 
fert Bellona nurum : \ideo iam millc carinis 
Ionium Aegaeumque premi ; nee sufficit, omnls 35 
quod plaga Graiugenum tumidis coniurat Atridis : 
iam pelago terrisque meus quacretur Achilles, 
et volet ipse sequi. quid cnim cunabula parvo 
Pelion et torvi commisimus antra magistri ? 
illic, ni fallor, Lapitharum proelia ludit 

^ ilia ub! w : ilia P, 


* Part of the usual prologue to an epic, e/, Theh. i. 17. 

* i.e., of Laconia. 

* Hecuba, before she bore Paris, dreamed that she 
bearing a burning torch whi<jj set fire to Troy. 

•* The Hellespont was so called after rielle, who u'os 
drowned there while fleeing with her brother Phrixus upon 
the ram with fleece of gold. 

510 



ACHILLEID, I. 18-40 

the theme ^vhe^eat with long nor yet confident pre- 
paration I am labouring, and great Achilles plays the 
prelude unto thee.® 


The Dardan shepherd had set sail from the Oebalian 
having ^\Tought s^%'eet havoc in thoughtless 
Amyclae, and fulfilling the presage of his mother’s ® 
dream was retracing lus guilty way, where Helle** 
deep sunk below the sea and now a Nereid holds 
sway over the detested waves: ^^hen Thetis — ah! 
never vain are a parent’s auguries !— started witli 
^®^or beneath the glassy flood at the Idaean oars.* 
Without delay she sprang forth from her Avntciy* 
bower, accompanied by her train of sisters : the 
nnr^o^ving shores of Phrixus swarm, and tlic straitened 
sea has not room for its mistresses. 

As soon as she had shaken the brine from off her, 
and entered the air of heaven : “ Tliere is danger to 
rne/’ said she, " in yonder fleet, and threat of deadly 
harm; I recognize the truth of Proteus’ warnings. 
Lo ! Bellona brings from the vessel amid uplifted 
torches a new dauglitcr-in-law to Priam ; already 1 
see the Ionian and Aege.m seas pressed l)y a thousand 
keels ; nor does it suffice that all the countrT,’ of the 
Grecians conspires vith the proud sons of Atreus, 
soon will my Achilles be sought for by land and sea, 
ay, and himself will '%ish to follow them. Why in- 
deed did I suffer Pelion and the stern m.istpr's cavc^ 
to cr.adle his infant yc.ars ? Tlicrc, if I mistake hot, 
he pl.ays, the rogue, at the battle of the I.»apiths, 

* liccause liis flf<t M-as built of »ooJ of Mt. Kli. S-i 
“ lUiocteae ” (line 44) from U»e promontorj’ nrar Tror. 

' Chiron’s. 
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Improbun ct pntrln Iniu sc mctJtur In 
o ilolor, o scrl tnntcmo !n conic timorcs I 
non potni infclix, cum prlnutm purgllc nostro 
Ilboctcnc ccclilcrc trnbcs, nttollcrc ninj^num 
ncquor ct incc.sli prnctlonls vela profunda -<5 

tcnipcstntc sequi cunctasque Inferrc sororcs ? 
nunc quoque — sed tnrtlum,inm plena Inluria rnptac. 
ibo tnmen pclnglquc dees dcxtramquc sccundl, 
quod supercst, complexa lovis per Tethyos annos 
grandnc\'umque patrem supplex jnlscranda rogaboCO 
unam hicmcm.’* dixit magnumquc in tempore regem 
aspicit. Ocenno vcniebat ab bospllc, mensis 
lactus ct aequorco dlffttsus ncctarc vultus — 
unde biemes ventique silent cantuque quicto 
ormigeri Tritones eunt scopulosaquc ccte 55 

Tyrrlienlque greges circumque infrnquo rotantur 
regc salutato; pladdis ipse arduus undis 
eminet et triplici telo iubet ire iugalcs. 
ill! spumiferos glomerant a pectore cursus,* 
pone natant delentquc pedum vestigia cauda — 60 

cum Thetis : “ o magni genitor rectorque profundi, 
aspicis in quales miserum patefeceris usus 
aequor ? eunt tutis terrarum crimina velis, 
ex quo iura freti maiestatemque repostam 
rupit lasonia puppis Pagasaea rapina. 65 

en aliud furto scelus et spolia hospita portans 
navigat iniustae temerarius arbiter Idae, 
eheu quos gemitus terris caeloque daturus, 

^ cursus P : fluctus «. 


• i.e., Neptune. 


f.e,, of the Tyrrhenian sea. 



ACHILLEID, I. 41-68 

and already takes Iiis measure wth Iiis father’s 
spear. sorrow ! O fears that came too late to a 
mother’s heart ! Could I not, unhappy that I am, 
when first the timber of Rhoeteum was launched 
upon my flood, have raised a mighty sea and pursued 
^vith a tempest on the deep the adulterous robber’s 
sails and led on all my sisters against him f Even 
now — but *tis too late, the outrage hath been 
■wrought in full. Yet will I go, and clinging to tlie 
gods of ocean and the right hand of second Jove® — 
nought else remains — entreat him in piteous sup- 
plication by the years of Tethys and his aged sire 
for one single storm,” She spoke, and opportunely 
beheld the mighty monarch ; he was coming from 
Oceanus his host, gladdened by the banquet, and his 
countenance suffused \vith the nectar of the deep : 
wherefore the winds and tempests are silent and 
^^ith tranquil song proceed the Tritons who bear 
his armour and the rock-like sea-monsters and the 
Tyrrhenian herds,^ and gambol around and below 
him, saluting their king ; he towers on high above 
the peaceful waves, urging on his team with his 
three-pronged spear : frontnise they run at furious 
speed amid showers of foam, behind they swim and 
blot out their footprints with their tails : — when 
Thetis : “ O sire and ruler of the mighty deep, scest 
thou to what uses thou liast made a way o'er the 
hapless ocean ? The crimes of the nations pass by 
with unmolested sails, since the Pagasacan bark broke 
through the sanctions of the waters and profaned 
their hallowed majesty on J.ason‘s quest of plunder. 

Lo ! freighted with anotlicr wicket! tlieff, tlie sjk)i 1'> 
of hospitality, sails the danng arbiter of unjust Ida, 
destined to cause what sorrow alas ! to neaven and 
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cum reduces Danni nocturnaque signa Capliereus 
exseret et dirum paritcr quacremus Ulixen.” 

Dixerat. ilia gravi viiltum demissa repulsa, 05 
quae iam excire fretum et ratibus bellare parabat 
Iliads, alios animo' commenta paratus, 
tristis ad Haemonias detorquet brachia terras, 
ter conata manu, liquidum ter gressibus aequor 
reppulit et niveas feriunt vada Thessala plantas. 100 
laetantur montes et conubialia pandunt 
antra sinus lateque deae Sperchios abundat 
obvius et dulci vestigia circuit unda. 
ilia nihil gavisa locis, sed coepta fatigat 
pectore consilia et sellers pietate magistra 105 

longaevum Chirona petit, domus ardua montem 
perforat et longo suspendit Pelion arcu ; 
pars exhausta manu, partem sua ruperat aetas. 
signa tamen divumque tori et quern quisque sacrant 
accubitu genioque locum monstrantur : atintra 110 
Centauri stabula alta patent, non aequa nefandis 
fratribus. hie hominum nullos experta cruores 
spicula nec tnmeae bellis genialibus orni 
aut consanguineos fracti crateres in hostes, 
sed pharetrae insontes et inania terga ferarum. 115 
haec quoque dum viridis ; nam tunc labor unus inermi 
nosse salutiferas dubiis animantibus herbas, 
aut monstrare lyra veteres heroas alumno. 

Et tunc venatu rediturum in limine primo 
^ nnimo P : iterum u. 


* A promontory at the southern end of Euboea, on %vhich 
many Greek ships were wrecked when returning from Troy, 
because Nauplius, king of Euboea, showed false lights. 

* He offended Poseidon, who sought to destroy him? sec 
Odyitey, xiii. 125 tq. 

* i.t., at the marriage-feast of Peleus and Thetis. 
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InlloM-*, ^\lirn jljc D.inmn^ return nnd Cnplicrciis* 
fnrlJi lu' ?»ennU aihI \rc sc.ircli togcllicr 

for tlir Icrriblr 

He fpo]»c; l)ul 'lie, flowncA't nt tlic stem refusal, 
for lull no« 5I1C «ns preparing to stir up the waters 
nntl mahe Mar upon the Ilian craft, clc\i 5 ccl in her 
mind nnnlhrr plan, and 'adly turned her strokes 
toward the Ilaeinonian land. 'Jliricc strove she with 
her arms, thrice spurned the clear \\atcr vith her 
feel, and the 'Jlir^alian waves arc washing her snow- 
white ankles, 'llic mountains rejoice, the marriage- 
bowers fling open ihcir recesses, and Spercheus in 
wide, abundant stream flows to meet the goddess 
and laps her footsteps with Ids fresh water. She 
delights not in the scene, but wearies her mind with 
sclicmcs essayed, and taught cunning by her devoted 
love seeks out tlic aged Clilron. IJis lofty home 
bores deep into tlic mountain, bcncatli tlic long, 
ovcrarcliing vault of Pcllon ; part liad been liollowed 
out by toil, part worn away by its owm age. Yet 
the images and couches of the gods are shown, and 
the places that each had sanctified by his reclining 
and liis sacred presence^; within are the Centaurs 
wide and lofty stalls, far diflerent from tliose of his 
wicked brethren. Here arc no spears that have 
tasted human blood, nor ashen clubs broken in festal 
conflict, nor mixing-bowls shattered upon kindred 
foemen, but innocent quivers and mighty hides of 
beasts. These did he take while yet in the prime 
of age ; but now, a W’arrior no more, his only toil 
W’as to learn the herbs that bring healtli to creatures 
doubting of their lives, or to describe to his pupil upon 
his lyre tlie heroes of old time. 

On the threshold’s edge he awaited his return from 
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120 


opperiens properatque dapes largoque serenat ^ 
igne domum : cum visa procul de litore surgens 
Nereis ; erumpit silvis — ^ant gaudia vires — 
notaque* desueto crepuit senis ungula campo. 
tunc blandus dextra atque imos demissus in armos^^ 
pauperibus tectis inducit et admonet antri. ^ 

lamdudum tacito luslrat Thetis omnia usu ^ 
nec perpessa moras : “ ubinam mea pignora, Chiron, 
die,” ait, *' aut cur ulla puer iam tempora ducit _ 
te sine ? non mcrito trepidus sopor atraque ^ 

signa deum et magnos utinam mentita timores . 
namque modo infensos utero mihi contuor enscs, 
nunc planctu livcre manus, modo in ubera saevas 
ire feras ; saepe ipsa — nefas ! — sub inania natiim 
Tartara ct ad Stygios iterum fero mergerc fontes. 
hos abolcre metus magici lubet ordine sacri ^ * 

Cnrpathius vates puerumque sub axe pcracto 
sccrctis lustrare fretis, ubi Utora summa 
Oceani ct genitor tepet inlabentibus ostris 
Pontus. ibi Ignotis liorrcnda piacula divis 
donaque— sed longum cuncla enumerare vetorque , 
trade ningis!” sic ficta parens : ncque enim » 
dedisset, ^ 

si mcilles Iiabitus ct tegniinn foeda fnteri 
nusa seni. tunc ipse refert; ** due, optima, quneso, 
due genctrix liurniliquc decs infringe preeatu. 

* siir^a^ /'/> I nmirr w. , 

• potnqiiePj mntaqtie w. • i>crivctoPj j>robal{> fc'- 


• from lil< In the Carpatlilan wa. ® 

txrarto,” tii»* l'«run4l or Iiiiilt of the fcky, i-/., Lcnrat/i t i 
(•• rii.-n. Rot riM’, wrslrm, that li llie mranif” 

I rrr M. I'l'')- 

* llrtr Ob’,! iCily ^ Orrantu, not the r.ualnp. 
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hunting, and was urging the laying of the feast and 
brightening his abode with lavish fire : when far off 
tlie Nereid was seen climbing upward from the shore ; 
he burst forth from the forests — joy speeds his going 
— and tlie well-known hoof-beat of the sage rang on 
the now’ umvonted plain. Then bowing down to his 
horse’s shoulders he leads her with courtly hand 
within his humble dw’clling and w’arns her of the cave. 

Long time lias Thetis been scanning everj' corner 
with silent glance : then, impatient of delay, she 
cries : " Tell me, Chiron, wiiere is my darling ? Why 
spends the boy any time apart from thee? Is it 
not with reason that my sleep is troubled, and 
terrible portents from the gods and fearful panics— 
would they were false f — alllict his mother s heart r 
For now I behold swords that threaten to pierce 
womb, now' my arms are bruised with lamentation, 
now savage beasts assail my breasts ; often— n i, 
horror ! — I seem to take my son do\vn to the void o 
Tartarus, and dip him a second time in the springs 
of Styx. The Carpathian scer® bids me banish tliesc 
terrors by the ordinance of a magic rile, anc pun \ 
the lad in secret waters beyond the l^ound of " 

vault, where is the farthest shore of Ocean and father 
Pontus^ is warmed by the Ingliding stars, 
awful sacrifices and gifts to gad^ un ’nowm 
long to recount all, and I am t en , g , ^ 

to me rather.” Thus spoke lus «io le . 
speech— nor would he have ghen iim 1 
dared to confess to the old man the so ^ 
dishonourable garb.* Tlien heiep irs • ^ ^ 

I pray, O best of parents, take him, an 

gods with humble entreaty. *- ‘ 

• S«lLS-’6a;- 
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nam superant tua 'v'ota niodiim plocandaque multum 
invidia est. non addo nnctum, sed vcra fntebor : H6 
nescio quid magnum — ncc me patria omina fallunt — 
\is festina parat tcnuesquc super\'enit annos. 
olim et ferre minas avidcque audire solebat 
imperia et nostris procul baud discedere ab antris : 
nunc ilium non Ossa capit, non Pcb'on ingens 151 
Thessaliaeve nives.^ ipsi mihi saepe queruntur 
Centauri raptasque domes abstractaque coram 
armenta et semet campis fluvlisque fugari : 
insidiasque et bella parant tumideque® minantur. 165 
olim equidem Argoos pinus cum Thcssala reges 
hac veheret, iuvenem Alciden et Thesea ^ddi— 
sed taceo.” figit gelidus Nereida pallor ; 
ille aderat multo sudore et pulverc maior, 
et tamen arma inter festinatosque labores 160 

dulcis adhuc nsu : niveo natat ignis in ore 
purpureus fulvoque nitet coma gratior auro. 
necdum prima nova lanugine vertitur aetas, 
tranquillaeque faces oculis et plurima vultu 
mater inest : qualis Lycia Venator Apollo 165 

cum redit et saevis permulat plectra pharetris. 
forte et laetus adest — o quantum gaudia formae 
adiciunt ! — ; fetara Pholoes sub rupe lenenam 
perculerat ferro vacuisque reUquerat antris 
ipsam, sed catulos adportat et incitat ungues. 170 
quos tamen, ut fido genetrix in limine visa est, 
abicit exceptamque a\'idis circumligat ulnis, 
iam gravis ampJexu iamque aequus v’ertice matn. 

• Theswiliaeve nires u: PJiarsaUaeve nives Pt thcssaliae 
luvenes E. 

• tumideque iTo^Jmann : timideque P ; tumidique 

• “purpureus,” as in Virpil’s “lumenque iuventae pur- 

pureum ” 1. 590j, also e/. Hor. C. hi. 3. 12. 
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pitclicd too l>3glii nnd cmy needs miicli appeasing. I 
add not to thy fears, but will confess the trutli : some 
swift and violent deed — the forebodings of a sire 
deceive me not — is preparing, far beyond liis tender 
years. Formerly he w.is wont to endure my anger, 
and listen eagerly to m}* commands nor wander far 
from my cave : now Ossa cannot contain him, nor 
mighty Pelion and all the snows of Thessaly. Even 
the Centaurs often complain to me of plundered 
homes and herds stolen before tlicir eyes, and that 
they themselves arc driven from field and river ; 
they devise ^olencc and fraud, and utter angrj’ 
threats. Once when the Thessalian pine bore hither 
the princes of the Argo, I saw tl»e young Alcides and 
Theseus — but I say no more.” Cold pallor seized 
the daughter of Ncreus : lo ! he was come, made 
larger by much dust and sweat, and yet for all his 
weapons and hastened labours still pleasant to the 
sight ; a radiant glow® shimmers on his snow-white 
countenance, and Ids locks shine more comely than 
taAiTiy gold. The bloom of youth is not yet changed 
by new-springing dovTi, a tranquil flame burns in his 
glance, and there is much of his mother in his look : 
even as when the hunter Apollo returns from Lycia 
and exchanges his fierce quiver for the quill. By 
chance too he is in joyful mood — ah, hoiv joy en- 
hances beauty! — ; beneath Pholoe's cliff he had 
stricken a lioness lately delivered and had left her 
in the empty lair, but had brouglit the cubs and was 
making them show their claws. Vet when lie sees 
his mother on the well-known threshold, aw.ay he 
throws them, catches her up and binds her in his 
longing arms, already violent in his embrace and 
equal to her in height. Patroclus folloivs him, bound 
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insequitur mngno iam tunc conexus amore 
Patroclus tantisque extenditur aemulus actis, 175 
par studiis aevique modis, sed robore longe, 
et tamen aequali visurus Pergama fato. 

Protinus ille subit rapido quae proxima saltu 
flumina fumantesque genas crinemque novatur 
fontibus : Eurotae qualis vada Castor anhelo ISO 
intrat equo fessumque sui iubar excitat astri. 
miratur comitque senex, nunc pectora mulcenSi 
nunc fortes umcros : angunt sua gaudia matrem. 
tunc libare dapcs Bacclieaque muncra Chiron 
orat ct attonitae varia oWectamina nectens 155 
elicit cxtremo chelyn ct solantla curas 
fila movct levitcrque expcrtas pollice cJiordas 
dat pucro. canit ille libens immania laudum 
semina : quot tumidae superarit iussa novercae 
Amphitryoniadcs, crudum quo Bcbiy’ca caestu 100 
obrucrit Pollux, quanto circumdata ncxu 
rupcrit Aegidcs Minoia braccliin tauri, 
matemos in fine toros supcrisquc gravntum 
I’el/on ; hie victo risit Thefts anxia vultu. 
noX traliit in somnos, saxo conlabitur ingens 105 
Centaurus blandusque umcris se inneclit Achilles, 
quamquam ibl fida parens, mlsuetaquc pectora mav'iilt. 

At 'Hjctis undbonis per noclcm in nipiljus aslans, 
quae nato secrcta velit, quibus abdere terris 
de^tinet, hue llluc divisa incnte volutat. 200 
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to liim r\rn tlirn l»v a ttroni; nnVrllnn, nntl strains 
to Hval nil lilv tlninp, %rrll-matclic<l In tlic 

punnil* nn<] «a\» of %nutli. Init far bcliliul In 
t'JrrnpJli, and \rl to to l*crpamtim with equal 
fair. 

?lralpljtnay xxUli rapid Imnnd he hies lilm to tl>c 
nrarrvi rixrr, an<l frr'hrns In Its waters Ills steaming 
fare and hair : as CA«>ti*r enters the shallows of 

Kurotas on his jianllnp steed, nnd tricks out anew 
the weaiy splendours of his star. The old man 
mar\els ns he adorns him, caressing now his breast, 
now Ills strong slimilders : her vciy joy pierces his 
molherV heart, llieii Chiron prays her to taste the 
hanquel nnd the gifts of Haechus, nnd contriving 
various ntnusements for her beguiling at last brings 
forth the lyre nnd mn\es the carc-eonsoling strings, 
and tiying the chords liglilly with his finger gives 
them to the boy. Gladly* be sings of the mighty 
causes of noble deeds : how many behests of his 
hauglity stepmother the son of Amplutryon per- 
fonned, how Pollux with Ins glove smote dowm the 
cruel Uebryx, with what a grip the son of Aegeus 
enfolded and crushed the limbs of the Minoan bull, 
lastly bis own mother's marriage-feast nnd Pelion 
trodden by the gods. Then TJietis relaxed her 
anxious countenance and smiled. Night draws them 
on to slumber ; the Iiugc Centaur lays liim down on 
a stony couch, and Aclulles lovingly twines his arms 
about his shoulders — though his faithful parent is 
there — and prefers the vvonted breast. 

But Thetis, standing by night upon the sea-echoing 
rocks, this way and that divides her purpose, and 
ponders in what hiding-place she will set her son, in 
W’hat country she shall choose to conceal him. Nearest 
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proxima, scd studiis muUum Mnvortia Hirace ; 
nec Mncetum gens dura placet laudumquc daturi 
Cecropidae stimiilos, nimltim opportuna carinis 
Sestos Abydenique sinus : placet ire per altas 

Cycladas. hicspretacMyconosquehumilisqueSeriphos 

et Lemnos non aequa virls atquc liospita Delos 206 

gentibus. imbelli nuper Lycomedis ab aula 

nrgineos coetus ct lltora persona ludo 

audierat, duros laxantem Aegaeona nexus 

missa sequi centumque dci numerare catenas. 210 

haec placet, haec timidae tcllus tutissima matri. 

qualis ncino volucris lam scdiila partu 

iamque timens, qua fronde domum suspendat inanem, 

providet hie ventos, hie anxia cogitat angues, 

hie homines : tandem dublae placet umbra, nonsque 

yix stetit in ramis et protinus arbor amatur. 216 

Altera consilio superest tristemque fatigat 
cura deam, natum ipsa sinu complexa per undas 
an magno Trltone ferat, ventosne volucres 
advocet an pelago solitam Thaumantida pasci. 220 
elicit inde fretis et murice frenat ncuto 
delphinas biiugos, quos illi maxima Tethys 
gurgite Atlanteo pelagi sub valle sonora 
nutrierat ; — nullis vada per Neptunia glaucae 
tantus honos formae nandique potentia nec plus 225 
pectoris human! — iubet hos subsistere pleno 

• The Athenians. 

* See the story of Hypsipyle, TVied. r. 49 sq. 

* King of Scyros. 

^ Also named Briareus, one of the sons of Uranus, put in 
chains by Cronos, and set free by Zeus ; Thetis went in 
search of him to bring aid to Zeus when threatened by 
the other Olympians (see Hesiod. Tfieo7. 502; Homer, It- 
i. 39S tqq.). “ centum,” because he had a hundred arms. 

• Iris, i.e. the rainbow, that seems to draw moisture from 
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is Thrace, but steeped in the passionate love of war ; 
nor does tlic Iiardy folk of Macedon please her, nor 
the sons of Cecrops,“ sure to excite to noble deeds, 
nor Scstos and the bay of Ab3'dos, too opportune for 
ships ; she decides to roam the lofty Cyclades. Of 
these she spurns Myconos and humble Seriphos, and 
Lemnos cruel to its men,* and Delos, that gives all 
the world a welcome. Of late from the unwarlike 
palace of Lj’comedes ® had she heard the sound of 
maiden bands and the echo of tlieir sport along the 
shore, what time she w’as sent to follow Aegaeon ** 
freed from his stubborn bonds and to count the 
hundred fetters of the god. Tliis land finds favour, 
and seems safest to the timid mother. Even so a 
bird already taking anxious thought, as her delivejy 
draws nigh, on what branch to hang her emptj’ home, 
here foresees winds, there bethinks her fearfully of 
snakes, and there of men ; at last in her doubt a 
shady spot finds favour; scarce has she alighted on 
the boughs, and straightway loves the tree. 

One more care abides in her mind and troubles 
the sad goddess, whether she shall carry' her son in 
her own bosom o’er the waves, or use great Triton’s 
aid, whether she shall summon the swift winds to 
help her, or the Thaumantinn* that is Mont to drink 
the main. Then she calls out from the waves and 
bridles M'ith a sharp-edged shell her team of dolphins 
twain, which Tethy'S, mighty queen, had nourished 
for her in an echoing vale beneath the sea ; — none 
throughout all Neptune’s water)' realm had such 
renown for their se.'i-green beauty, nor greater speed 
of swimming, nor more of human sense ; — these she 
the sea, tf. Ovid, Md. 1. 271 “ concipit Iris aquas olimentaque 
nubibus odfert.'* Iris was tlje daugliter of Thaumas. 
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halts in the deep shore-water, lest they take harm 
from the touch of naked earth, Tlien in her own 
arms she carries Achilles, his body utterly relaxed in 
a boy’s slumber, from the rocks of the Haemonian 
cave down to the placid w'aters and the beach that 
she had bidden be silent ; Cjmthia lights her way 
and shines out with full orb. Chiron escorts “ the 
goddess, and careless of the sea entreats her speedy 
return, and hides his moistened eyes and high upon 
his horse’s body gazes out towards them as suddenly 
they are whirled away, and no^v — and no^v' are lost 
to view’, where for a short while the foamy marks of 
their going gleam white and the wake dies aw’ay into 
the watery main. Him destined never more to 
return to Thessalian Tempe now mournful Plioloc 
bew’ails, now cloudy Othrys,** and Spcrclicos with 
diminished flood and the silent grotto of tl)c sage ; 
the Fauns listen for his boyish songs in v.aitj, and tlie 
Nymphs bemoan tlicir long-hoped-for nuptials. 

Now day o'cnvhelms the stars, and from tl»c low 
and level main Titan wheels hcavenw'ard his dripping 
steeds, and down from the expanse of air falls the 
sea that the chariot bore up; but long since had the 
mother traversed the waves and gained the Sc}Tian 
shores, and the wcaiy dolphiiis had been located from 
their mistress’ yoke; when the boys sleep w.n 
stirred, and his opening eyes grew cnmcuius of the 
inpouring day. In amaze at the light that greets 
him he asks, where is he, wli.at arc thoe waxr<, 
where is Peliou? All he bchohls is difTermt an<! 
unknown, and he heritates to rrct>gnirr his nmthrr. 
Quickly she caresses him and soothes Ins fear. . 
dear lad, a kindly lot had brou;:ht me the 
that it ofTcrctl, in the fields of hea>cn i.j.’’— ^ ^ 
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sltlus prnndc plnpi^, mngntquc pucrpcrn cncll 
nil luimllh Pnrcas Icrrcnnquc fntn vcrcrcr. 253 

nunc Impnr tlbl, natc, gcnu«, prncclusnquc Icli 
tnntuinnmnlrc vlft cst; qulnctmctucnilapropinquant 
tcinporn ct cxtrcniU ndmntn pcriculn mcti5. 
ccclainus, pa\>ltnnquc nnlmos submlttc vlrllcs 
nlquc habitus dignnrc mcos. si Lytlia dura 2G0 
pcnsa mnnu mollcsquc tulit Tirynthlus hastas, 
si dccct nuratn I}acchum vestigia palla 
verrcrc, virgineos si luppiter induit nrlus, 
nec magnum nmblgui frcgcrunt Cacnca sexus : 
hac' sine, quneso, minns nubcmquc cxire malignam.* 
mox itcrum campos, itcrum Centaurica reddam 260 
lustra tibi: per ego hoe dccus ct vcnlura iuvcntnc 
gaudia, si terras Immncmquc experta maritum 
te propter, si progenitum Stygos amne severe 
armavi — totumquc utinam ! — , cape tuta parumper 
tegmina nil nocitura animo. cur ora rcducis 271 
quidve parant oculi ? pudet hoc mitescere cultu ? 
per te, care puer, cognata per acquora iuro, 
nesciet hoc Chiron.” sic horrlda pectora tractat 
nequiquam mulccns ; obstat genitorque roganti 27S 
nutritorque ingens et eruda exordia magnae 
indolis. effrenae tumidum velut igne iuventae 
si quis equum primis submittcre temptet habenis : 
ille diu campis fluviisque et honore superbo 

' hac PostgaU ; hae P i has w. 

* niibemque malignam P ; numenque raalignum w. 


“ Hercules spun wool for Omphale in Lydia. 

* Jupiter disguised himself as Diana to gain possession of 
Callisto (Ovid, Met. li. 425). 

* First a girl, Caenis, then a man, then a woman again 
(Ovid, Met. xii. 189 ; Virg. Aen. vi. 448). 
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holding thee, n glorious star, in my embrace, nor a 
celestial motlicr should I fear tlic Ion ly Fates or the 
destinies of earth. But now' unequal is thy birth, 
my son, and only on thj' niotlicr’s side is the way 
of dcatli barred for thee ; moreover, times of terror 
draw niglj, and peril hovers about the utmost goal. 
Retire we then, relax awhile tliy mighty spirit, 
and scorn not this raiment of mine. If the Tirynthian 
took in his rougli hand Lydian w'ool and women’s 
wands,® if it becomes Bacchus to trail a gold-em- 
broidered robe behind him, if Jupiter put on a 
woman’s form.® and doubtful sex weakened not the 
mighty Caeneus,® this way, I entreat thee, suffer me 
to escape the threatening, baleful cloud. Soon will 
I restore thy plains and the fields where the Centaurs 
roam : by tliis beauty of tbinc and the coming joys 
of youth I pray thee, if for thy sake I endured the 
earth and an inglorious mate, if at thy birth I 
thee with the stern waters of Styx ^ — ay, would I h.ad 
wholly ! — take these safe robes awliile, they will m 
no %vise harm thy valour. Why dost thou turn aw ay . 
NVhat means that glance ? Art thou ashamed to 
soften thee in this g.arb ? Dear lad, I sw’ear it y 
my kindred waters, Chiron shall know nougiit o 
this.” So doth she work on his rough heart, vamiy 
cajoling; the thought of his sire and his great 
teacher oppose her prayer and the beginnings 
of his mighty spirit. Even so, should one trj ^ 
subdue with earliest rein a 

some fire of ungoverned youth, nmud 

lighted in stream and meadow' and his o p 
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pnvi«5«s non colla logo, non n^pcra prnebct 2S0 

ora lupis dnmlniquc frcmit capUvu*; >nlrc 
iinpcria ntquc olios mirotur <li< 5 ccrc ciirsus. 

Qiiis dcus nttonitftc framlcs astumquc parent! 
contulit ? indocilcm quae mens dctraxil Acliillcm ? 
Pallndi litorcac colcbrabat Scyros lionorum 2S5 

forte diem, placldoquc satac Lycomede sororcs 
luce sacra patriis, quae ram ticentia, miiris 
cxicrant dare veris opes divacque severas 
frondc llgarc comas ct spargerc lloribus Iiastam. 
omnibus cximium formac dcciis, omnibus idem 200 
cuUus ct cxpleto teneri iam fine pudoris 
Nirginitas matura toris anniqiic tumentes. 
sed quantum viridcs pclagi Venus addita Kympbas 
obruit, aut umcris quantum Diana rclinquit 
Naidns, efTulgct tantum regina decori 205 

Deidamia chori pulclirisquc sororibus obstat. 
illius ct roseo flammatur purpura vultu 
et gemmis lux maior inest ct blandius nurum : 
atque ipsi par forma dcae cst,* si pectoris angucs 
ponat et exempta pacetur casside vultus. 300 

hanc ubi ducentem longe socia agmina \idit, 
trux puer et nullo temcratus pcctora motu 
deriguit totisque novum bibit ossibus ignem. 
nee latet haustus amor, sed fax sibrata medullis 
in vultus atque ora redit lucemque genarum 305 
tingit et impulsum tenui sudore pererrat. 
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bcnuly, pivc^ not Ins neck to tke yoke, nor his fierce 
month to the iiritllc, flml snorts sutli rngc nt passing 
beneath n master's swnv and marvels that he learns 


another pait. 

Wliat pod endued the despairing mother with 
fraud and cunning ? What device drew Acliillcs 
from liis stubborn purpose ? It chanced that Scyros 
was keeping festal da)' in honour of Pallas, guardian 
of the shore, and that the sisters, offspring of peace- 
loving Lycomcdcs, had on this sacred morn gone 
forth from their native to\ni — a licence rarely given 
— to pay tribute of the spring, and bind their grave 
tresses with the leaf of the goddess and scatter flowers 
upon her spear. All were of rarest beauty, all clad 
alike and all in lusty youlli, their years of girlish 
modesty now ended, and maidenhood ripe for the 
mnrriagc-couch. But as far as Venus by comparison 
doth surpass the green Nymphs of the sea, or ns 
Diana rises taller by head and slioulders than the 
Naiads, so doth Dcidamia, queen of tlie lovely choir, 
outshine and dazzle her fair sisters. The bright 


colour flames upon her rosy countenance, a more 
brilliant light is in her jewels, the gold has a more 
alluring gleam ; as beauteous were tlie goddess Imr- 
self, would she but lay aside the serpents on her 
breast, and doffher liclm and pacify her brow. When 
he beheld her far in advance of her attendant train, 
the lad, ungentle as he was and heart-whole from 
any touch of passion, stood spellbound and dran in 
strange fire through all his frame. Nor does le 
love lie has imbibed lie hidden, but the flame pulsat- 
ing in his inmost being returns to his face and colours 
the glow upon his clieeks, and as he feels its po« er 
runs o’er his body >rith a light sweat. As len 
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Iftclcn Mn^^ngctftc v<rltit! ciim pocul.i fmc.int 
snnguino punicco vcl cbiir comjmplliir ostro : 
sic variis mnnifcsta imtis — pnllctquc nibctquc — 
flnnuna rcpcns, cat ntquc ultro fcrus liospita sacra 
disicint turbac sccurus ct immcnior acn, 311 

nl piulor ct iiinctnc tcncat rcvcrcnlia matris. 
lit pater nrmenti quondam duclorquc futurus, 
ciii nondum toto peraguntur cornua gj'ro, 
cum sociam pnstus nivco candorc iu\‘cncam 315 
n«;picit, ardcscunt animi primusque per ora 
spumnt amor, spcctant liUarcs obstnntquc mngistri. 

Occupat arrepto iam conscia tempore mater : 
basne inter simularc chores et bracchia ludo 
nccterc, natc, grave cst ? gclula quid talc sub Ossa 
Pclinclsquc iugls ? o si mihi lungcrc curas 321 
ntquc alium portarc slnii contingat Achillcn I ” 
mulcetur lactumque rubet visusque proten'os 
obliquat vestesque mami leviore repellit. 
a&picit ambiguum gcnctrix cogique* volentem 325 
iniecitque sinus ; turn colla rigentia mollit 
submittitque graves umeros et fortia laxat 
bracchia et impexos certo domat ordine crines 
ac sua dilecta cer\ice tnonilia transfert ; 
et picturato cohibens vestigia limbo 330 

incessum motumque docet fandique pudorem. 
qualiter artifici victurae pollice cerae 
accipiunt formas ignemque manumque sequuntur t 
tails erat divae natum mutantis imago, 
nee luctata diu ; superest nam plurimus illi 335 

* cogique Heinsius : cogitque Pu. 
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Massagetae darken milk-wliitc bowls with blood-red 
dye, or ivory is stained with purple, so by varj’ing 
signs of blush and pallor docs tlie sudden fire betray 
its presence. He would rush forward and unprovoked 
fiercely break up the ceremonies of his hosts, reckless 
of the crowd and forgetful of his years, did not shame 
restrain him and awe of the mother by his side. As 
when a bullock, soon to be the sire and leader of a 
herd, though his horns have not yet come full circle, 
perceives a heifer of snowy whiteness, the comrade 
of his pasture, his spirit takes fire, and he foams at 
the mouth with his first passion ; glad at heart the 
herdsmen watch him and check his fury. 

Seizing the moment his mother purposely accosts 
him : *' Is it too hard a thing, my son, to make 
pretence of dancing and join hands in sport among 
these maidens ? Hast thou auglit sucli meath Ossa 
and the crags of Pelion f O, if it were my lot to 
match two loving hearts, and to bear another Achilles 
in my arms ! " He is softened, and blushes for joy, 
and with sly and sidelong glance repels the robes less 
certainly. His mother secs him in doubt and willing 
to be compelled, and casts the raiment o cr him ; 
then she softens his stalwart neck and bows his 
strong shoulders, and relaxes the muscles of his arms, 
and tames and orders duly his uncombed tresses, and 
sets Iier owti necklace about the neck she Io'’cs » 
then keeping his step within the embroidered skirt 
she teaches him gait and motion and modestj of 
speech. Even as tlie waxen images tliat * 

thumb ^^ill make to live take form and follow t le 
fire and the hand that caivcs them, such pas the 
picture of the goddess as she tran‘'fonnctl Iicr son. 
Nor did she struggle long ; for plenteous c larm 
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Invitn Wrlulc <lrcor, fnllltqiic tucntcs 
nnil)!gmis Icmnquc Intern cll<crimine sexu^. 

Proccdimt, itcrurnqiie monen^ itcrumquc fnlignns 
blnmln TIjcUs : “ sJc ergo gradum, 5lc orn mnnusque, 
nntc, feres comitcsquc tiUHlis ImUabcrc flctis, 310 
nc tc suspcctum inolH non mtscent nuinc 
rector ct inccpH perennt mendnein furtl." 
dicit ct ndnioto non distnt comerc tnetn. 
sic ubi virgincis I locate Inssatn Tljcrapnis 
ad patrem fratrcmquc redit, comes bacrct cimti 345 
mater ct ipsa umcros cxscrlaque braeebia velat ; 
ipsa arcum pbarctrasque local vcstcmque latcntem 
dcducit sparsosque tumet componcrc crincs. 

Protinus adgreditur regem atquc ibi testibiis aris 
“hanctibi," ait, “nostrigermanam, rector, Acliillis 350 
— nonne \ndcs, ut torvagenas nequandaque fratri ?— 
tradiraus ; arnia umeris arcumque aniraosa petebat 
ferre el Amazonio conubia pellerc ritu. 
sed mihi curarum satis cst pro stirpe viriU : 
haec calathos et sacra ferat, tu frange regendo 355 
indocilem sexuque tene, dum nubilis aetas 
solvendusque pudor ; neve exercere proten’as* 
gymnadas aut lustris nemorum concede vagari. 
intus ale et similes inter seclude puellas ; 
litore praecipue portuque arcere memento. SCO 
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maln^ to limi thooph liis tnanIioo<l brook it not, and 
lie bailies bclioldcrs !>y the ptir-zlc of his sex that by 
a narrow margin hides Its secret. 

Tliey go fonvnrd, and Thetis unsparingly plies her 
counsels and pcrsuasjrc words ; “ 'i'hus then, my son, 
must thou manage thy gall, thus thy features and 
thy Ijand-S, and imitate thy comrades and counterfeit 
their w.ays, lest the king suspect thee and admit tliec 
not to tlic women’s chambers, and tlic crafty cunning 
of our cntcqirisc be lost.” So speaking she delays 
not to put correcting touches to Ins attire. Tlius 
vlicn Hecate® returns wearied to her sire and brother 
from Thcrapnae, haunt of maidens, her mother bears 
her company os she goes, and ^\itll Iier o^^'n hand 
covers her sliouUlcrs and bared arms, herself arranges 
the bow and quiver, and pulls down tlie girt-up robe, 
and is proud to trim the disordered tresses. 

Straightway she accosts tlie monarch, and there in 
the presence of the altars : ” Here, O king," she says, 

" I present to thee the sister of my Acliilles — seest 
thou not how proud licr glance and like her brother’s ? 
—so high her spirit, she begged for arms and a bow 
to earn' on her shoulders, and like an Amazon to 
spurn the thought of wedlock. But ray son is enough 
care for me ; let her cany the baskets at the sacrifice, 
do thou control and tame her wlfulness, and keep 
her to her sex, till the time for marriage come and 
the end of her maiden modesty ; nor suffer her to 
engage in wanton wrestling-matches, nor to frequent 
the woodland haunts. Bring her up indoors, in 
seclusion among girls of her age ; above all 
remember to keep her from the harbour and the 

• Another name for Diana. 
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vidisti modo vela Plirygum : iam mutua iura 
fallere transmissac pelngo didiccrc carinae.” 

Accedit dictis pater ingenioque parentis 
occultum Aeaciden — qnis divum fraudibus obstet ? — 
accipit ; ultro ctiam veneratur supplice dextra 365 
et grates electiis agit : ncc turba piarum 
Scyriadum cessat nimio defigere ■\'isu 
virginis ora novae, quantum cervice comisque 
emineat quantumque umeros ac pectora fundat. 
dehinc sociare choros castisque accedcre sacris 370 
hortantur, ceduntque loco et contingere gaudent. 
qualiter Idaliae volucres, ubi mollia frangunt 
nubila, iam longum caeloque domoque gregatae, 
si iunxit pinnas diversoque hospita tractu 
venlt avis, cunctac primum mirantur et horrent ; 376 
mox propius propiusque volant, atque acre in ipso 
paulatim fecere suam plausuque secundo 
circueunt hilares ct ad alia cubilla ducunt. 

Digreditur muUum cunctata in limine mater, 
dum repetit monitus arcanaque murmura figit 380 
auribus. et tacito dat verba novissima vultu. 
tunc excepta freto longe cervice reflexa 
abnatat et blandis adfatur litora votis : 

“ cara mihi tellus, magnae cui pignora curae 
deposituraque ingens timido commisimus astu, 385 
sis felix taceasque, precor, quo more tacebat 
Crela Rheae ; te longus honos aeternaque cingent 
templa nec instabili fama superabere Delo ; 


“ of Paris. 

* Doves, as sacred to Venus, \iho had a slirine at Idalium. 
• When she prave birth to Zeus. 

* Delos floated till made fast by Apollo. 
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rliorc. Lately* lliou s.wc5t tijc rjingJan* sails: 
ftlrcadj ships iJiat have crossed tIjc sea have learnt 
treason to miiltjnl lo^'altics.” 

Tlic sire nccctics to her svords, and receives the 
dispidsed Acliillcs bis mother's nise — who can 
resist when gods deceive ? Nay more, he venerates 
her with n suppliant’s hand, and gives thanks that 
he was chosen ; nor Is the band of duteous Sc}Tian 
maidens slow to dart keen glances at the face of tlicir 
new comrade, how she o’ertops them by head and 
neck, how broad licr expanse of breast and shoulders ; 
then they invite her to join the dance anti approach 
the holy rites, and make room for her in their ranks 
and rejoice to be near her. Just as Idalinn birds,® 
cleaning the soft clouds and long since gathered in 
the sky or In tlicir homes, if a strange bird from some 
distant region has joined them wing to wing, are at 
first all filled •with amaze and fear ; tljen nearer and 
nearer they fiy, and while yet in tlie air have made 
him one of them and hover joyfully around with 
favouring beat of pinions and lead him to their lofty 
resting-places. 

Long, ere she departs, lingers the mother at the 
gate, while she repeats advice and implants wliispcred 
secrets in his ear and in hushed tones gives her last 
counsels. Then she plunges into the main, and gazing 
back swims far away, and entreats witli flattering 
prayers the island-shore : *' O land that I love, to 
whom by timid cunning I have committed the 
pledge of my anxious care, a trust that is great 
indeed, mayst thou prosper and be silent, I beg, as 
Crete 'W’as silent for Rhc.'i*; enduring honour and 
everlasting shrines shall gird thee, nor shnlt thou be 
surpassed by unstable"* Delos, sacred alike to wind 
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Lcmn grnvcs clipco«« cac»h vcstirc luvcncls. 
clftt bcllo pctlilcs ActnttK ct n*ipcr Acnm.in, 

Argos ngit lumens, vncunnttir p.T^ctm cUtis 
Arcmimc, frcnnt cctcrc^ Kpiros jvtumnos, <20 

Pliocis ct Aoiunc inculis rarcscJlis umbrae, 
murorum tormenta Pyloa Messenaque tendunt. 
nulla iminunis humus ; vcllunlur postibus nltis 
nrmn ollm clunNsa patriim, flanunisque liqucscunt 
donatlcum : crcplumsupcris Mars cfTernt auruni. 

nusquamumbracvctercs:ininorOtlin'setar(]uasidunt 

Taygeta, exuti videnmt ncra monies, 
iam natat omne nemus : cacduntur robora classi, 
sUva minor remis. ferrum Inssatur in usus 
innumcros, quod rostra liget, quod muniat arma, <30 
belllgeros quod frenet cquos, quod mdlc catenls 
squalentes ncctat tunicas, quod sanguine fumct 
vulneraquc alta bibat, quod conspirante veneno 
impellat mortes ; tenuant umentia saxa 
attritu et pigris addunt mucronibus iras. 
nee modus aut arcus lentare aut fundere glandes 
aut torrere sudes galeasque attollere conis. 
hos inter motus pigram gemit una quietem 
Thessalia et geminis incusat fata querellis, 
quod senior Peleus nec adhuc maturus Achilles. 

lam Pelopis terras Graiumque exlmuserat orbem 
praecipitans in transtra ^’i^os insanus equosque 
Bellipotens. fervent portus et operta carinis 
stagna suasque hiemes classis promota suosque 
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Lerna in covering heavy shields with the hides of 
slaughtered bullocks. Aetolia and fierce Acarnania 
send infantry to war, Argos collects her squadrons, 
the pasture-lands of rich Arcadia are emptied, Epiros 
bridles her swft- footed nurslings,** ye shades of 
Phocis and Aonia grow' scant bj' reason of the javelins, 
Pylos and Messene strain their fortress-engines. No 
land but bears its burden ; ancestral weapons long 
renounced are torn from lofty portals, gifts to the 
gods melt in the flame ; gold reft from divine keeping 
Mars turns to fiercer use. Nowhere are the shady 
haunts of old : Othrys is lesser grown, lofty Taygetus 
sinks low, tlic shorn hills sec the liglJt of day. Now 
the whole forest is afloat : oaks are hewn to make a 
fleet, the woods are diminished for oars. Iron is 
forced into countless uses, for riveting prow’s, for 
armour of defence, for bridling chargers, for knitting 
rough coats of mail by a thousand links, to smoke 
with blood, to drink deep of wounds, to drive death 
home in conspiracy with poison ; llicy make tlte 
dripping whetstones thin with grinding, and odd 
WTath to sluggish sword-points. No limit is tlicre to 
the shaping of bows or heaping up of bullets or the 
charring of stakes or the heightening of helms with 
crests. Amid such commotion TJic<««:aly alone be- 
wails her indolent repose, and brings a twofold 
complaint against the I'atcs, that Pcicus is too old 
and Achilles not yet ripe of age. 

Already the lord of war had dralnctl tijc hand of 
Pclops and the Grecian world, madly flmging alxianl 
both men and horses. All nswann are the harIx)Ur» 
and the bays invisible for shipping, and the moving 

• C/. Viigil, Cow-.e. 1. 57 “ nwdom psimas 
rum.*' 
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flttollil /Itrctu*? ; fp^tirn Inm punpihu? ncqtior 
deficit ct tolo^ consumunt caroasa ventew. 

Prima ratis Dannas Ilccatcia congrc|:at Atills, 
nipibiis expositis lonjjiquc crcpidinc dors! 

Euboicum scandens' Atili> marc, Utora nndtum 

■’•• • ' . 0^p),pppl,g 450 

• c Pclacgas 
•cr undis 

intonuit saevneque dcdit praesapfa noctis. 
coctus ibi nrmorum Troinc fata1is> ibi ingens 
iuratur bcllum, donee sol annuus omnes ^55 

conficcrct metns. tunc primum Graecia >ires 
contcmplata suas ; tunc sparsa ac dissona moles 
in corpus vultuniquc coit ct rege sub uno 
disposita cst. sic cun-a feras tndngo lalcntes 
claudit ct admotis paulatlm cassibtjs nrtat. 4C0 
illae ignem sonitumquc pavcnl difTiisaque linquunt 
avin mJranturque suum dccrcscere montem, 
donee in angustam cecidcrunt undique vallcm i 
inque ^•icem stupuere greges socioque timore 
mansuescunt : simul hirtus aper, simul ursa lupusquc 
cogitur ct captos conteropsit cen’a leones^ 

Sed quamquam et gemini paritersua bella capessant 
Atridae famamque avida Wrtute paternam 
Tydides Sthenelusque premat, nec cogitet annos 
Antilochos septemque Aiax umbone coruscet 470 
armenti reges atque aequum moenibus orbem. 
consiliisque armisque vigil contendat Ulixes : 
omnis in absentera belli manus ardet Achillem, 
nomen Achillis araant, et in Hectora solus Achilles 
^ scandens Pw t scindens Menle, but cf. Theb. ii. 41. 

“ Cf, note on i. 93. 

* i.e., the seven bullocks whose hides went to make his 
shield. 
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fleet stirs Its o^vn storms and billo^vs ; the sea itself 
fails the vessels, and their canvas swallows up cveir 
breath of wind. 

Aulis, s.aercd to Hecate, first gathers together the 
Danaan fleet, Aulis, whose exposed cliff and long- 
projecting ridge climb the Eubocan sea, coast beloved 
by the mountain-wandering goddess, and Caphereus, 
that raises his head hard by against the snarling 
waves. He, when he beheld the Pelasgian ships sail 
by, thrice rimndcred from peak to wave, and gave 
presage of a night of fuiy." There assembles the 
armament for Troy’s undoing, there the vast array 
is sworn, while the sun completes an annual course. 
TIjen first did Greece behold her o^vn miglit ; then a 
scattered, dissonant mass took form and feature, and 
was marshalled under one single lord. Even so does 
the round hunting-net confine the hidden beasts, and 
gradually hem them In as the toils are d^a^m close. 
They in panic of the torches and the shouting leave 
their wide pathless haunts, and marv’el tliat their 
ouTi mountain is shrinking, till from eveiy side they 
pour into the narrow vale ; the herds startle each 
other, and are tamed by mutual fear ; bristly boar 
and bear and wolf are driven together, and the hind 
despises the captured lions. 

But although the twain Atridae make war in their 
oWTi cause together, though Sthenelus and Tydeus’ 
son surpass in eager valour their fathers’ fame, and 
Antilochus heeds not his years, and Ajax shakes upon 
his arm the seven leaders of the herd* and the circle 
vast as a city-wall, though Ulysses,slcepless in counsel 
and deeds of arms, joins in the quarrel, yet all the 
host yearns ardently’ for the absent Achilles, loringly 
they du’cll upon Achilles* name, Achilles alone is 
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poscitur, ilhim jjtmin Tc«ctj« IVJnmnfjtjr loquuntur 
fntnlcnu nut^ cnim nncnionlN 5tib vnllibu^ niter 470 
creverit clui^'in rcplnns iiivc? cjiltis n<lort«s' 
cnitln rudunentn ct tenems fonimvcrit nnnos 
Ccnln«ru«5 ? pntrii propior ciil linen cncll, 
quemve nliuni Stypios liilerit sccrcln per nmnes 4S0 
Nereis ct pnlcljros ferro pmestnixerit nrtus ? 
lincc Grnine cnstri< Iterant trnduntqnc cohorlc.s. 
cedit turbn ducutn xinclqwc band nincsla fntetur. 
sic cum palicntcs Phlcgraca in castrn coirent 
caellcolnc inmquc Odryslam Gradb'us in bnstam 4 Sj 
surgcrct ct iJbycos Tritonln tollcret angiies 
ingcntcmquc innnu cur\'arct Delia? nrcum, 
stnbat nnlieln mctu solum Nntura Tonnntcm 
rcsplcjcns — qunndo illc liicmcs lonitrasque vocurct 
nubibus, igniferam qwot fulmina posccret Actnen ? 

Atquc ibi dum mixta vallali plebe suorum 4D1 
ct maris ct belli consultant tempora reges. 
increpitans mngno valcm Cnlchanta tumultu 
Protesilau? ait — nnmquc hide bellarc cupido 
praecipua ct primac iam tunc data gloria mortis — : 

“ o nimium Plioebi tripodumque oblite tuorum, 496 
Thestoridc, quando ora deo possessa movebis 
iustius aut quianam* Pnrearum occulta recludis^? 
cemis ut ignotum cuncti stupeantque fremnntque^ 
Aeaciden ? sordent vulgo Calydoniu? lieros 600 

' adortus Pw : ad ortus Ez ab orlu Q (corrfc//on from 
ad ortus). . * quianamP: quaenam w. 

’ recludis Garrod : redudes Pw. 

* fremantque E j premanlquc Pu. 

“ Scene of the battle of gods and giants, part of Macedonia, 
also called PaJJene. * i.e., Thracian. 

* I have adopted Ganrod’s reading here, giving " recludo 
the meaning of “ conceal ” ; quaenam . . . redudes 
would mean “ What mysteries wilt thou reveal ? *’ 
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cMlcd for ngnin^it Hector, him nnd none other do 
they spenk of ns the doom of Priam and of Troy. 
I'or uI)o cl'Jc grew up from infancy crawling on fresh- 
dug snow in tijc Haemonian valleys ? ^Vhom else 
did the Centaur take in hand and shape his rude 
beginnings and tcndcrycars? Whose line of ancestry 
runs nearer heaven ? Whom else did a Nereid take 
by stealth through the Stygian waters and make his 
fair limbs impenetrable to steel ? Such talk do the 
Grecian cohorts repeat and interchange. The band 
of chieftains 3 'iclds before him and gladl}' o^^^s defeat. 
So when the pale denizens of heaven flocked into the 
Phlcgraean camp,® and already Gradivus W'as tower- 
ing to the height of his Odrysian ^ spear and Tritonia 
raised her Libj'an snakes and the Delian strongly 
bent his mighty bow, Nature in breathless, terror 
stood looking to the Thunderer alone — when would 
he summon the liglitnlngs and the tempests from 
the clouds, how many thunderbolts would he ask of 
fiery Aetna? 

There, while the princes, surrounded by the 
mingled multitudes of their folk, hold counsel of 
times for sailing and for war, Protesilaus amid great 
tumult rebukes the prophet Calchas and cries — for 
to him W’as given the keenest desire to fight, and the 
glory even then of suffering death the first : “ O son 
ofThestor, forgetful of Phoebus and thy ow’n tripods, 
when wilt thou open thy god-possessed lips more 
surely, or why dost thou hide the secret things of 
Fate ® ? Seest thou how all are amazed at the un- 
know'n Aeacides and clamour for him ? The Caly- 
donian hero ** seems os nought in the people s e^'es, 
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et magno genitus Telamone Aiaxquc secundus, 
nos quoque : sed Ma\’ors et Troia arrcpta probabunt. 
ilium neglectis — pudet hcu !— ductoribus omnes 
belligerum ceu numen amant. die ocius aut cur 
serta comis et multus honos ? quibus abditus oris 
quave iubes tellure peti ? nam fama nee antris 506 
Chironis patria nec degere Peleos aula, 
heia, inrumpe dcos et fata latentia vexa, 
laurigerosque ignes, si quando, avidissimus hauri ! 
arma horrenda tibi saevosque remisimus enses, 
numquam has imbelles galea violabere vittas : 
sed felix numeroque ducum praestantior omni, 
si magnum Danais per te^ deprendis® Achillem.’ 

lamdudum trepido circumfert lumina motu 
intrantemque deum primo pallore fatetur 515 

Thestorides 5 mox igne genas et sanguine torquens® 
nec socios nec castra videt, sed caecus et absens 
nunc superum magnos deprendit in aethere coetus, 
nunc sagas adfatur aves, nunc dura sororum 
licia, turiferas modo consuUt anxius aras 520 

fiammarumque apicem rapit et caligine sacra 
pascitur. exsiliunt crines rigidisque laborat 
vitta comis, nec colla loco nec in ordinc gressus. 
tandem fessa tremens longis mugitibus ora 

• per te Garrod (/ri>m own pro te . _ 

• aeprendl? Garrod {from oton Sfs.) s deprehendis L: 
depenai< Ps portendis w. Sre Garrod ad loc. P is faulty 
in these lines. 

• torquens Put : torpens Garrod. 

• Garrod rightly remarks that there is no question here 
54/> 
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and so too Ajax born of mighty Telamon and lesser 
Ajax, so do we also : but Mars and the capture of 
Troy will prove the truth. Slighting their leaders — ^ 
for shame ! — they all love him as a deity of war. 
Quickly speak, or why are thy locks enuTeathed and 
held in honour ? In what coasts lies he hidden ? In 
what land must we seek him ? For report has it that 
he is living neither in Chiron’s cave nor in the halls 
of Peleus his sire. Come, break in upon the gods, 
harry the fates that lie concealed ! Quaff greedily, 
if ever thou dost, thy draughts of laurelled fire I We 
have relieved thee of dread arms and cruel swords, 
and never shall a helm profane tliy unwarlike locks, 
yet blest shall thou be and foremost of nil our chiefs, 
if of thyself tliou dost find great Achilles for the 
Danaans.” ® 

Long since has the son of Thestor been glancing 
round about him with excited movements, nntl l)y 
his first pallor betrayed the Incoming of the god ; 
soon he rolls fiery, bloodshot eyes, seeing neither 
his comrades nor the c.imp, but blind and absent 
from the scene he now overhears the mighty councils 
of gods in the upper air, now accosts the prescient 
birds, now the stem sisters’ threads, now anxiously 
consults the incense-ladcn altar?, and quickly 5C.sns 
the shooting flames and fcc<ls iijkiu the sacrol 
vapours.^ His hair streams out, and tin* fillet totters 
on his stiffened locks, his head rolls ntul he staggers 
in his gait. At hast trembling be hxxrs hii wrarr 


of which is to serve In the campaign (imi'!»rd 
dependls"); sec Ih 510. 511. 'ilie <JurNf»-'n I* VM--fr U 
ArhlUrs?** , . 

* This was a tarrpuarrr.*, or diTmttJ'’*’! 
the nltar-fire, as In 71 tl. x. 5'»'. Tl*r *5’*^ 
l»c crowned w ith laurel {f/. 509 ). 
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solvit, et oppositum vox eluctata fiirorem est : 525 

" quo rapis ingentem magni Chironis alumnum 
femineis, Nerei, dolis ? hue mitte : quid aufers ? 
non patiar : meus iste, meus. tu diva profundi, 
^etme Phoebus agit. latebris quibus abdere temptas 
eversorem Asiae ? video per Cycladas altas 530 
attonitam et turpi quaerentem litora furto. 
occidimus : placuit Lycomedis conscia tellus. 
o scelus I en fluxae veniunt in pectora vestes. 
scinde, puer, scinde et timidae ne cede parent!, 
ei mihi raptus abit ! quaenam haec procul improba 
Virgo ? “ 533 

Hie nutante gradu stetit amissisque furoris 
viribus ante ipsas tremefaetus conruit aras. 
tunc hacrentem Itliacum Calydonius occupat heros : 

nos vocat iste labor : ncque enim comes ire recuscmi 
si tua cura trahat. licet ille sonantibus antris 540 
Tetliyos aversae gremioquo prematur aquosi 
Ncrcos : invenies, tu tantum providus astu 
tende animum vigilcm fccundumquc crige pectus : 
non mihi quis vatum dubiis in casibus ausit 
fata \idere prior." subicit garisus Ulixes : 515 

" sic dcus omnipotens firmet, sic adnuat ilia 
\irgo paterna tibi ! sed me spes lubrica tardat : 
grande equidem armatum caslris inducere Achlllem ; 
sed si fata negent, quam foedum ne triste reverti I 
vota tamen Danaum non intemptatn relinquarn 550 
* lAnef 510-€fH on!y $n PR anti Infe v.**., nnt tn w. 

• I.#., and **cura** seems to recognb® 

UIjrwes* hesitation. 
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lips from their long bellowings, and his voice has 
struggled free from the resisting frenzy : “ Whither 
bearest thou, 0 Nereid, by thy woman s guile great 
Cliiron’s mighty pupil ? Send him hither : why dost 
thou carry Iiim away ? I will not suffer it : mine is 
he, mine I Thou art a goddess of the deep, but I 
too am inspired by Plioebus. In what hiding-places 
triest thou to conceal the destroyer of Asia ? I 
see her bewildered among lofty Cyclades, in base 
stealth seeking out the coast. We are ruined 1 The 
accomplice land of Lycomcdcs finds favour. Ah ! 
horrid deed ! see, flowing g.arments drape his breast. 
Rend them, boy, rend them, and yield not to tliy 
timid mother. Woe, woe ! he is rapt away and is 
gone ! WIjo is that wicked maiden yonder ? " 

Here tottering ho ceased, the madness lost its 
force, and with a shudder he collapsed and fell before 
tile altar. Then the Calydonlnn licro accosts the 
hesitating Ithacan : " ’Tis us® that task summons; 
for I could not refuse to bear tlicc company, should 
thy thought so lead tlicc. Tliough he he sunk in the 
echoing caves of Tethys farremoxed and in the bosom 
of watery Ncreus, thou wilt find him. Do thou but 
keep alert the cunning and foresight of thy watchful 
mind, and arouse thy fertile craft ; no projihet, 
methinks, ^^ould make bold in perplc\ity to sec the 
truth before thee." Ulvsscs in joy makes answer: 
“So may nlmiglity God bring it to pa«is, and the 
virgin guardian of thy sire grant to thee I Rut fickle 
hope gives me pause ; a grc.'il cnter]irisc is it indeed 
to bring Achilles and Iiis arms to our camp, but 
should tile fates sav nav, Iiow woeful a di’-grace were 
it to return I Yet will I not lea\e unventurrd the 
fulfilment of the Dan-aans* desire. Av, scfily, cither 
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solvit, et oppositum vox eluclata furorcm est : 525 

“ quo rapis ingentem mngnt Cliironis alumnum 
femineis, Nerei, dolis ? hue mitte : quid aufers ? 
non patiar : meus istc, meus. tu diva profundi, 

^et me Phoebus agit. latcbris quibus abdere temptas 
eversorem Asiae ? video per Cycladas altas 530 
attonitam et turpi quaerentem litora furto. 
occidimus : placuit Lycomedis conscia tellus. 
o scelus 1 en fluxae veniunt in pectora vestes. 
scinde, puer, scinde et timidae ne cede parenti. 
ei mihi raptus abit ! quaenam haec procul improba 
virgo ? ” 535 

Hie nutante gradu stetit amissisque furoris 
viribus ante ipsas tremefactus conruit aras. 
tunc haerentem Ithacum Calydonius occupat heros : 
** nos vocat iste labor : neque enim comes ire recusem, 
si tua cura trahat. licet ille sonantibus antris 540 
Tethyos aversae gremioque prematur aquosi 
Nereos : invenies. tu tantum pro\'idus astu 
tende animum vigilem fecundumque erige pectus : 
non mihi quis vatum dubiis in casibus ausit 
fata videre prior/’ subicit gaWsus Ulixes : 545 

“ sic deus oranipotens firmet, sic adnuat ilia 
virgo paterna tibi ! sed me spes lubrica tardat : 
grande equidera armatum castris inducere Achillem ; 
sed si fata negent, quam foedum ac triste reverti ! 
Yota tamen Danaum non intemptata relinquam 550 
* Lines 539-661 only in PE and late MS?., not in w. 

■ i.e., himself and Ulysses; **cura” seems to recognue 
Ulysses* hesitation. 

548 



ACHILLEID, I. 625-550 

lips from tlicir long bcllowings, and lu5 voice has 
stnjgglcd free from the resisting frenzy : ** Whither 
bcarcst thou, O Nereid, by thj' woman’s guile great 
Cliiron’s miglity pupil ? Send liim liithcr : why dost 
tlioii carry him away ? I will not siifTcr it : mine is 
he, mine I Thou art a goddess of tlic deep, but I 
too am inspired by Phoebus. In what hiding-places 
triest thou to conceal the destroyer of Asia ? I 
sec lier bewildered among lofty Cyclades, in base 
stealth seeking out the coast. We are ruined 1 Tiie 
accomplice land of Lycomcdcs finds favour. Ah i 
horrid deed 1 sec, flow fng g.irments drape his breast. 
Rend them, boy, rend them, and yield not to tliy 
timid mother. Woe, woe I he is rapt away and is 
gone 1 Who is that wicked maiden yonder ? ” 

Here tottering he ceased, the madness lost its 
force, and witli a shudder he collapsed and fell before 
the altar. Then the Calydonian hero accosts the 
hesitating Ithacan : “ 'Tis us ® that task summons ; 
for I could not refuse to bear thee company, should 
thy thought so lead tJiee. Though he be sunk in the 
echoing caves of Tethys far removed and in the bosom 
of W’ateiy' Nereus, thou wilt find him. Do thou but 
keep alert the cunning and foresight of thy watchful 
mind, and arouse thy fertile craft : no prophet, 
methinks, would make bold in perplexity to see the 
truth before thee.” Ulysses in joy makes answ'er . 

So may almighty God bring it to pass, and me 
virgin guardian of thy sire grant to thee I But hckle 
hope gives me pause ; a great enterprise is it indeed 
to bring Achilles and his arras to our camp, but 
should the fates say nay, how woeful a disgrace were 
it to return ! Yet will I not leave unventured the 
fulfilment of the Danaans’ desire. Ay, verily, either 
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inmquc ndco ftut ndcrit mccum Pcleius Iicros, 
aut vcrtim pcnitus lalct ct sine ApolJine Calchas/* 

Conclamant Banni stimulatquc Agamemno vo- 
Icntcs : 

laxantur coetus rcsolutaquc murmiire laeto 
agmina disccdunt. qualcs iam nocte propinqua 655 
c pastu rcfcruntur aves, vcl in antra revcrti 
melle novo grandas mitis videt Hybla catervas. 
nec mora, iam dextras Ithaccsia carbasus auras 
poscit, et in remis hilaris sedere inventus. 

At procul occultum falsi sub imagine sexus 6C0 
Aeaciden furto iam novcrat una latenti 
Deidamia virum ; sed opertae conscia culpae 
cuncta pavet tacitasque putat sentire sorores. 
namque ut virginco stetit in grege durus Achilles 
exsolvitque rudem genetrix digressa pudorem, 605 
protinus elegit comitem, quamqunm omnis in ilium 
turba coit, blandequc novas nil tale timenti 
admovet insidias : illam sequiturque premitque 
improbus, illam oculis iterumque iterumque resumit. 
nunc nimius lateri non evitantis inliaeret, 670 

nunc levibus sertis, lapsis nunc sponte canistris, 
nunc thyrso parcente ferit, modo dulcia notae 
dla lyrae tenuesque modos et carmina monstrat 
Chironis ducitque manum digitosque sonanti 
infringit citharae, nunc occupat ora canentis 676 
et ligat amplexus et mille per o. • ^ laudat. 
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the Pclcftn hero sljall accompany me liithcr, or tlic 
truth lies deep indeed and Calchas hath not spoken 
by Apollo.” 

Tlie D.inai shout applause, and Agamemnon urges 
fh '''ihing pair ; the gathering breaks up, and 
the dispersing ranks depart wth joyful murmurs, 
e\en as at nightfall the birds wing their way home- 
ward from the pastures, or kindly Hybla sees the 
swarms returning laden with fresi) honey to their 
cells. Without dclnj* the canv.as of the Ithacan is 
already calling for a favouring breeze, and the merry 
ermv are seated at the oars. 

^ But far away Dcidamia — and slie alone — had learnt 

®tolen secrecy the manhood of Aeacides, that lay 
hid beneath the show of a feigned sex ; conscious of 
guilt concealed there is nought she does not fear, 
and thinks that her sisters know, but hold their 
peace. For when Achilles, rougli as he was, stood 
amid the maiden company, and the departure of his 
mother rid liim of his artless bashfulness, straightway 
although the whole band gathers round him, he 
chose her as his comrade and assails with new and 
winning wiles her unsuspecting innocence ; her he 
follows, and persistently besets, toward her he ever 
and again directs his gaze. Kow too zealously he 
clings to her side, nor does she avoid him, now he 
pelts her with light garlands, now with baskets that 
let their burden fall, now with the thjTSUS that 
harms her not, or again he shows her the s\veet 
strings of the lyre he knows so well, and the gentle 
measures and songs of Chiron's teaching, and guides 
her hand and makes Iier fingers strike the sounding 
harp, now as she sings he makes a conquest of her 
lips, and binds her in bis embrace, and praises her 

551 



STATIUS 


illn lib^ns discit, quo vcrlicc Pclion, ct qtiis 
Acncidcs, pucriquc nudittim nomcn ct nctus 
ndsitluc stiipct ct pracsentcm cnntat Acliillcm. 
ipsa qnoquc ct validos profcrrc moclcslius nrtus 680 
ct tcjumrc rudcs attrito polHcc lanas 
dcmonstrat reficitquc cotos ct perdita dura' 
pcnsa manu ; vocisquc sonum pondnsqiie tcnentis, 
quodquc fugit comites, nimio quod lumincsese 
figat ct in verbis intcmpcsli\'us anhclct, 0®^ 

miratur ; iam iamque dolos apcrire parantem 
virginea levitate fugit proliibetquc fateri. 
sic sub matre Rhea iuvenis regnator Olympi 
oscula securae dabat insidlosa sorori 
frater adhuc, mcdii donee reverentia ccssit 000 
sanguinis et versos germana expavit amores. 

Tandem detect! timidae Nereides astus. 
lucus Agenorei sublimis ad orgfa Bacchi 
stabat et admissum caelo nemus : huius in umbra 
alternam renovare piae trieterida matres 605 

consuerant scissumque pecus terraque revulsas 
ferre trabes gratosque deo praestare furores, 
lex procul ire mares : iterat praecepta verendus 
ductor, inaccessumque viris edicitur antrum, 
nec satis est : stat fine dalo metuenda sacerdos 600 
exploratque aditus, ne quis temerator oberret 
agmine femineo. tacitus sibi risit Achilles, 
ilium \argineae ducentem signa catervae 

* perdita dura Me uss, : perfida durat P. 


• The courting of Juno by the youthful Jupiter is oho 
mentioned TAeb. x. 61 sq, 

* From Agenor, king of Tyre, from whom Semele, his 
mother, was descended. 
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amid a thousand kisses. With pleasure does she 
learn of Pelion’s summit and of Aeacides, and hearing 
the name and exploits of the youth is spellbound in 
constant wonder, and sings of Achilles in his very 
presence. She in her turn teaches him to move his 
strong limbs with more modest grace and to spin out 
the unwTought wool by nibbing wth his thumb, and 
repairs the distaff and the skeins that liis rough hand 
has damaged ; she marvels at the deep tones of his 
voice, how he shuns all her fellows and pierces her 
Anth too-attentive gaze and at all times hangs breath- 
less on her Avords ; and now he prepares to reveal 
the fraud, but she like a fickle girl a\'o5ds him, and 
AAill not alloAv him to confess. Even so bcncatli his 
mother Rhea’s rule the young prince of 01}’inpus gave 
treacherous kisses to his sister ; lie Avas still her 
brother and she thought no harm, until the reverence 
for their common blood gave Avay, and the sister 
feared a lover’s passion.® 

At lengtli the timorous Nereid’s cunning Avas laid 
bare. There stood a lofty grove, scene of the rites 
of Agenorcan ^ Bacchus, a grove that readied to 
heaA'cn ; Arithin its shade the pious matrons svcrc 
Avont to renew the recurrent thrcc-ycarlv festival, 
and to bring torn animals of the hcnl and up|t>otr<l 
saplings, and to offer to t!»c god the frenrv wlierrin 
he took delight. Tlic haw b.adc males keep far away ; 
the reverend monarch repeats the rommantJ, and 
makes proclamation tliat no man may draw n gn 
s.ncrcd haunt. Nor is that enough ; a trnrran.r 
priestess stands at the api>ntntrtl hmil and ♦can* t !«- 
npprt)aches, le<t any detilrr ct'tne near in t »r 
of women; Aehillrs lauglietl *»lcntl.' to 
comrades wonder at lum a$ he lc*-» t.-c 'a-'/ t. 
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mngnnquc tli/nclli sulvcntcm Ijracchia motu 
— et scxus parilcr dccct ctmcndnda matris — COS 
mirantur comitcs. ncc iam pulclicrrima turbae 
Deidamia suae tantumquc admota superbo 
\incitur Acacidc, quantum premit ipsa sororcs, 
ut vero e tercti demisit nebrida cello 
errantesque sinus hcdcra collegit et altc CIO 

cinxit purpureis flavcnlla tempera vittis 
vibravitque gravi rcdimitum missile dextra, 
attonito stat turba mctu sacrisque rclictis 
ilium ambire libet pronosque attollere vultus. 614 
tabs, ubi ad Thebas vultumque nnimumque remisit 
Euhius et patrio satiavit pectora luxu, 
serta comis mitramque levat tbyrsumque virentem 
armat et hostiles indsit fortior Indos. 

Scandebat roseo medii fastigia caell 
Luna iugo, totis ubi somnus inertior alls 620 

deduit in terras mutumque amplectitur orbem : 
consedere chori paulumque exercita pulsu 
aera tacent, tenero cum solus ab agmine Achilles 
haecsecum : “ quonam timidae commenta parentis 
usque feres ? primumque imbelli carcere perdes 626 
florem animi ? non tela licet Mavortia dextra, 
non trepidas agitare feras. ubi campus et amnes 
Haemonii ? quaerisne zaeos, Sperchie, natatus 
promissasque comas ? an desertoris alumni 629 
nullus honos ? Stygiasque procul iamraptus ad umbras 
dicor, et orbatus plangit mea funera Chiron ? 


• t.«., the thjTSUs. 

^ There is a sort of inTcrted comparison here; the warlHte 
Achilles putting on Bacchic garb is compared to effeminate 
Bacchus mskwff ready far war, 
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virgins and moves his mighty arms \nth a^vkward 
motion — his own sex and his mother’s counterfeit 
alike become him. No more is Deidamia the fairest 
of her company, and as she surpasses her own sisters, 
so does she herself o^vn defeat compared with proud 
Aeacides. But when he let the fawn-skin hang from 
his shapely neck, and with i\y gathered up its 
flowing folds, and bound the purple fillet high upon 
his flaxen temples, and with powerful hand made tljc 
enwTeathed missile •* quiver, the crowd stood awe- 
struck, and lea\ing the sacred rites are fain to 
throng about him, uplifting their bowed heads to 
gaze. Even so Euhius, what time he has relaxed 
at Thebes his martial spirit and frowning brow, and 
sated his soul with the luxury* of his native land, 
takes chaplet and mitre from his locks, and arms 
the green tliyrsus for the fray, and in more martial 
guise sets out to meet his Indian focs.^ 

The Moon in tier rosy chariot was climbing to the 
height of mid-heaven, when drowsy Sleep glided 
down with full sweep of his pinions to c.arth and 
gathered a silent world to his embrace : tlie choirs 
reposed, the stricken bronze awhile was mute, when 
Achilles, parted in solitude from the ^irgin train, tkitf 
spoke witli himself : ” I low long ssilt thou • 
j>rcoepts of thy anxious mother, and s\a- 
flower of thy manhood in this soft h , 

No we.apons of war mavsl thou 
maysl thou pursue. Oli ! for the 
ofHncnjonia! I.,ookcst thou in 
niy swimming, and for my ptv» 
h.*i<;t thou no regard Ltr the 
deserted tliee ? , 

to iJje Stygian 
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tu nunc tclft mnnu, nf»^lro<« lu dirlp^ nrcus 
imtrito'iquc inihl scnnilh, PntriKrlc, lupnlcs : 
nst ego |mmpinc!'» <llfrutulcrc brnclil.i ihyrsh 
ct tcnunrc colus— putlcl Iiaec tftcdrlquc fntcri ! — C35 
inni pcio, quin ctinm clilcctnc virpinti Igncm 
ncquncvninquc fnccm cAptus noctcsquc (Uc'tquc 
ilissimutos. q»!onnm mquc prcmcs urcntlA pectus 
vulncrn, teque mnrem — putlct lieu ! — nee araorc 
probaris' ? 

Sic ait ; ct densa noctls gnvisus in umbra WO 
tempestiva suis torperc sHcntia furtis 
vi potitur voUs ct toto pectorc veros 
admovet amplexus ; xidit chorus omnis nb alto 
astrorum ct tcncrac rubucrunt cornua Lunae. 
ilia quidem clamore ncnuis inontcmquc rcplesit t W5 
Red BaccUi comites, dlscussa nubc soporis, 
signa choris indicta pulant ; fragor undique notus 
tollitur, et thyrsos itcriim sibrabat Achilles, 
ante tamcn dubiam verbis solatus amicis : 

“ille ego — quid trepidas gcnitum quem cacrula 

mater 050 

paene Iovi“ silvis nivibusque immisit alcndum 
Thpssalicis. nee ego bos cultus aut foeda subissem 
tegmina, ni primo tu visa® in litore : cessi 
te propter, tibi pensa manu, tibi mollia gesto 
tympana, quid defles magno nurus addita ponto ? 

^ probaris P : probabis laU uss. 

. * paene lovl Qiista/ssont paene iovis Pj Penei i7: Peneis 
late uss. : Paeonlis eonj. Wilamoieit:. 

* tu visa Et te vias P: te visa iafe uss. 

* Thetis neatly became the wife of Jove, so that Achilles 
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solitude bcwnil my death ? Tliou, O Patroclus, now 
dost aim my darts, dost bend my bow and mount 
the team that was nourished for me ; but I have 
learnt to fling wide my arms as I grasp the vine- 
wands, and to spin the distaff-thread — ah 1 shame 
and vexation to confess it 1 Nay more, night and 
day thou dost dissemble the love that holds thee, 
and thy passion for the maid of equal years. How 
long wilt thou conceal the wound that galls thy 
heart, nor even in love — for shame ! — ^prove thy own 
manhood ? ’* 

So he speaks ; and in the thick darkness of the 
night, rejoicing that the unstirring silence gives 
timely aid to his secret deeds, he gains by force his 
desire, and with all his vigour strains her in a real 
embrace ; the whole choir of stars belicld from on 
high, and the horns of the young moon blushed red. 
She indeed filled grove and mountain ^nth her cries, 
but the train of Bacclms, dispelling slumber s cloud, 
deemed it the signal for the dance *, on every side 
the familiar shout arises, and Achilles once more 
brandishes the thyrsus ; yet first with friendly speech 
he solaces the anxious maid : “ I am lie — why fearest 
thou ? — whom my cerulean mother bore wellmgh to 
Jove,® and sent to find my nurture in the woods and 
snoMs of Thessaly. Nor had I endured this dress 
and shameful garb, had I not seen thee on the sea- 
shore ; 'twas for thee I did submit, for I 
skeins and bear the womanly timbrel. Why dost 
thou weep who art made the daughtcr-m- aw of 
mighty ocean ? Why dost thou moan who shall bear 


was “ nearly ’’ his son. An oracle warned 

thus born would destroy him. Uamow lU s J 


** Paeoniis ” Is attractive. 
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quid gcmis ingcntcs caclo paritura nepotes ? C5Q 
sed pater — : ante igni ferroque cxcisa iacebit 
Scyros et in lumidas ibunt haec versa procellas 
luoenia, quam saevo men tu conubia pendas 
funere : non adeo parebimus omnia matri."^ CGO 
Obstipuit tantis regina exterrita monstris, C62 
quamquam olim suspecta fides, ct comminus ipsum 
Iiorruit et facies multum mutata fatentis.® 
quid faciat ? casusne suos ferat ipsa parent! C65 
seque simul iuvenemque premat, fortassis acerbas 
hausurum poenas ? et adhuc in corde manebat 
ille diu deceptus amor : silet aegra premitque 
iaro commune nefas ; unam placet addere furtis 
altricem sociam, precibus quae victa duorum 670 
adnuit. ilia astu tacito raptumque pudorem 
surgentemqueuterum atque aegrosin pondere menses 
occuluit, plenis donee stata tempora metis 
attulit et partus Index Lucina resolvit. 

ti ® lamque per Aegaeos ibat Laertia flexus 675 
puppis, et innumeras mutabant Cycladas aurae*: 
iam Paros Olearosque latent ; lam raditur alta 
Lemnos et a tergo decrescit Bacchica Naxos, 

5 ante oculos crescente Samo; iam Delos opacat 
aequor : ibi e celsa Ubant carchesia puppi 
rcsponsique fidem et verum Calchanta precantur. 

* After line 6G0 follows only in Q by a late hand the line 
vade sed ereptum ccles taceasque pudorem, “ jro, but conceal 
and be silent of thy ravished honour." 

• lAnes 663-C61 bracleted by Garrod as spurious. 

• The old editors began Book II. here. . 

* innumeras mutabant Cycladas aurae KoestUn t la* 

numerae m. Cj’clades auras Innurnerae mutauar 

Cyclados eras Garrod, 
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valiant grandsons to Olympus® ? But thy fntlier — 
ScjTos shall be destroyed by fire and sword and these 
walls shall be in ruins and the sport of wanton uinds, 
ere thou pay by cruel deatli for my embraces : not 
so utterly am I subject to my mother.” 

Horror-struck was the princess at such dark 
happenings, albeit long since she had suspected his 
good faith, and shuddered at his presence, and his 
countenance was changed as he made confession. 
What is she to do ? Shall she bear the tale of her 
misfortune to her father, and ruin both herself and 
her lover, who perchance would suffer untimely 
death ? And still there abode \rithin her breast the 
love so long deceived. Silent is she in her grief, 
and dissembles the crime that botl) now share alike { 
her nurse alone she resolves to make a partner In 
deceit, and she, yielding to tlie prayers of both, 
assents. With secret cunning slic conceals the rape 
and the swelling womb and the burden of the months 
of ailing, till Lucina brought round by token the 
appointed season, her course now fully run, and gave 
deliverance of her child. 

And now the Lacrtian* bark was threading the 
winding ways of the Aegean, uhile the brreirt 
cliangcd one for another the coujillr^^ Cjckidc^; 
already Paros and Olcaros are hid, now thry *k>rt 
lofty Lemnos and behind them IJaeclnc »» I *’t 

to view, while Samos gro«s l« fore tln-in ; now Drl h 
darkens the deep, and there from tfjr tall stem they 
pour cups of libation, and pray tfiat the orach" 1*^ 
true and Calchas undeecued. IIjc UjrIJcr l..^ 

• Pclcus was drsernded fnn . c' 

‘ because L'ljasrs was s<.'n o. I.ac'tr*. 
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auclilt Arquitcncns SCcpIiynimqiic c vcrtJcc Cyntlii 
impulit ct (liibiis plcno dcclit ominn velo. 

10 it pclago scciirn rntis : quippc nlla Tonantis 
iussa Tlictin ccrtas fntoruiit vcrlcrc leges CS 5 

nreebant aegram Ineninfs nc mtilta timcntrm, 

(plod non crucrcl pontum vcnti’squc fretisque 
omnibus invisum iam tunc scqucrctur Ullxcm. 

15 Frangebat radios ImmiH iam pronus Olympo 
Pliocbus et Occani pcnctrabilc litus anlielis COD 
promittebat cquis, cum sc scopulosa lovavit 
ScjTos ; in lianc totos cmisit puppe rudentes 
dux Lacrtiadcs sociisque rcsumcre pontum 
so buperaf et remis Zephyros suppJcrc cadentes. 
accedunt iuxta, et magis indubitata magisque COS 
Scyros erat placidiquc super Tritonia custos 
litoris. egressi numen venerantur amicae 
Actolusque Itliacusque dcae, tunc providus lieros, 

85 hospita ne subito terrerent moenia coetu, 

puppe iubet remancre suos ; ipse ardua fido 700 
cum Diomede petit, sed iam praevenerat arcis 
litoreae servator Abas ignotaque regi 
ediderat, sed Graia tamen, succedere terris 
30 carbasa. procedunt, gemini ceu foedere iuncto 
hiberna sub nocte lupi : licet et sua pulset 705 

natorumque fames, penitus rabiemque minasque 
dissimulant humilesque meant, no nuntiet hostes 
cura canum et trepidos moneat vigilare magistros 
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Bow® Iicnnl them, and from the top of CjTithus sent 
ft zcpliyr flyinp nnd gave the doubting ones the good 
omen of a boll^-ing sail. The ship sails o’er the sea 
untroubled; tor the Thunderer’s high commands 
sudered not 'I’lictis to overturn tlic sure decrees of 
Fate, faint as slic was M-ith tears, and foreboding 
much because she could not excite the main and 
straiglitway pursue the hated Ulysses with all her 
wimls and waves. 

Already Phoebus, stooping low upon the verge of 
Olympus, was sending forth broken rays, and prom- 
ising to Ins panting steeds the yielding shore of 
Ocean, when rocky Scyros rose aloft; the Laertian 
chieftain from the stern let out all sail to make it, 


and bade his crew resume the deep and wtb their 
oars supply the failing zcplijTs. Nearer they draw, 
and more undoubtedly, more surely was it Scyros, 
and Tritonia ® above, the guardian of the tranquil 
shore. They disembark, and venerate the power of 
the friendly goddess, AetoUan and Ithacan alike. 
Then the prudent hero, lest they should frighten the 
hospitable walls with sudden throng, bids his crew 
remain upon the ship ; he himself ''dth trusty 
Diomede ascends the heights. But already Abas, 
keeper of the coastal tower, had gone before them 
and given tidings to the king, that unknown ^ils, 
though Greek, were drawing nigh the land. For- 
w-ard they go, like two wolves leagued together on 
a winter night : though their cubs hunger and 
their own assails them, yet do they utterly disscm e 
ravening rage, and go slinking on their waj , cs c 
alertness of the dogs announce a foe and warn 
anxious herdsmen to keep vigil. 


• Apollo. 


* Cf. I 285. 
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35 Sic scpncs heroes cunt cnmpumquc pntcntcin, 
qui niedius portus celsAmquc intcrincct urbem, 710 
nltcmo sennone tenmt ; prior occupat ncer 
Tydidcs : '* qua nunc verum rnlionc parainus 
scrutari ? namquc ambiguo sub pcctorc pridem 
<0 verso, quid imbelies tbyrsos mcrcatus ct nera 

urbibus in mediis BaccJicaquc terga mitrasque 715 
Jnjc tuleris varioque aspersns nebridns auro. 

liisnegravemPriamoPhrj'gibusqucarmnbisAcluilem? 

llli subridens Ithacus paulum ore remisso : 

45 *' haec tibi, virginca motlo si Lycomedis in aula est 
fraude latens, ultro confessum in proelia ducent 720 
Pcliden j tu cuncta citus dc puppe memento 
ferre, ubi tempus erit, clipcumque bis iungere donis, 
qui pulcher signis auroque asperrimus ; hasta' 

50 haec® sat erit : tecum Htuo bonus adsit Ag}Ttes 
occuUamque tubam tacitos adportet in usus.” 725 

Dixerat, atque ipso portarum in limine regem 
cernit et ostensa paccra praefatus oliva t 
“ magna, reor, pridemquc tuas pervenit ad aures 
55 fama trucis belli, regum placidissime, quod nunc 
Europamque Asiamque quatit, si nomina forte 730 
hue perlata ducum, fidit quibus ultor Atrides : 
hie tibi, quern tanta meliorcm stirpe creavit 
magnanimus Tydeus, Ithacis ego ductor Ulixes. 

6o causa viae — metuam quid enim tibi cuncta fateri, 
cum Graius notaque fide celeberrimus unus®— - 735 

* bastaP; arHel EfGarrod and eonJ.Kchlmannp 

• haec Pu : nec Garrod. 

* unus w : iznus PE. 
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So with slow pace the lieroes move, and with 
mutual converse tread the open plain that lies be- 
tween the harbour and the high citadel ; first keen 
Tydides speaks : “ By what means now are we pre- 
paring to search out the truth? For in perplexity of 
mind have I long been pondering why thou didst buy 
those unwarlike wands and cymbals in the city marts, 
and didst bring hither Bacchic hides and turbans, and 
fami-skins decked with patterns of gold. Is it ^vith 
these thou wilt arm Achilles to be the doom of Priam 
and the Phrygians ? ” 

To him nuth a smile and somewhat less stem of 
look the Ithacan replied : “ These things, I tell thee, if 
only he be lurking among the maidens in Lycomcdcs’ 
palace, shall draw the son of Pcleus to the fight, ay, 
self-confessed ! Remember thou to bring them nil 
quickly from the ship, M’hcn it is time, and to join to 
these gifts a shield that is beautiful with caiwing and 
rough with work of gold ; this spear will sulTicc ; let 
the good trumpeter AgjTtcs be with thee, and let 
him bring a hidden bugle for a secret purpose.* 

He spoke, and spied the king in the very thrcsliold 
of the gate, and displaying the olive first announced 
his peaceful purpose : “ I^ud report, I ween, Iiath 
long since reached thy cars, O gentle monarch, of 
that fierce war which now is shaking both hurcpc 
and Asia. If perchance t!»c chieftains names have 
been borne hither, in whom the avenging son of 
Atreus trusts, lierc bcholdest thou him «honi great- 
hearted Tvdeus begot, mightier even tlian »o prcat 
a sire, and I am Ulysses the Ithacan chief. I/je 
cause of our voyagfr — for w!iv should I fear to 
confess all to thee, wlio art a Greek aru! o. all rii-n 
most renowned by sure report ?— i* to »pr out t.je 
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cxplorarc nditus fnvimquc litora Troinc, 
qiiltlvo parent." medto sermone intcrcipit illc I 
" ndnucrit Fortunn, prccor, tlextrique sccundcnt 
6 j ista dci ! nunc hospitio mca tecta piumque 
inlustrate larcm.” simul intra limina ducit. 
nee mora, iam mensas famularis tiirba torosque 
instruit. interca visu pcrlustrat Ulixes 
scrutaturque domum, si qua vestigia mngnae 
70 virginis aut dubia facies suspccta figxtra ; 
porticibusque vagis errat totosque penates, 745 
ceu rniretur, adit: velut illc cubilia praedae 
indubitata tenens muto legit arva Molosso 
Venator, videat donee sub frondibus hostem 
porrectum somno positosque in caespite dentes. 

Rumor in arcana lamdudum perstrepit aula, 760 
virginibus qua fida domus, venissc Pelasgum 
duetores Graiamquc ratem sociosque receptos. 
iure^ parent alias ; sed vix nova gaudia celat 
Bo Pelides avidusque no%'os herons et arma 

vel tails vidisse cupit. iamque atria fervent 755 
regali strepitu et picto discumbitur auro, 
cum pater ire iubet natas comitesque pudicas 
natarum. subeunt, qualcs Maeotide ripa, 

85 cum Scythicas rapuere domos et capta Getarum 
moenia, sepositis epulantur Amazones armis. 760 
turn vero intentus vultus ac pectora Ulixes 
perlibrat "visu, sed nox inlataque fallunt 

‘ iure Pw t aure Oarrod (Theb. i. 366). 
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Approaches to Troy and her hated shores, and what 
their schemes mny be." Ere he had finished the 
otiicr broke in upon him : " May Fortune assist thee, 
1 pray, and propitious gods prosper that enterprise ! 
Kow honour my roof and pious home by being my 
guests." Therewith he leads them ^vithin the gate. 
Straightway numerous attendants prepare the couclies 
and the tables. McanwhilcUl^'sscs scans and searches 
the palace with lus gaze, if anpvhcre he can find 
trace of a tall maiden or a face suspect for its doubtful 
features; uncertainly he wanders idly in the galleries 
and, as though in wonder, roams the whole house 
through ; just ns yon hunter, having come upon his 
prey’s undoubted haunts, scours the fields with his 
silent Molossian hound, till he behold his foe stretched 
out in slumber 'ncath the leaves and his jaws resting 
on the turf. 

Long since has a rumour been noised throughout 
the secret chamber where the maidens had their safe 
abode, that Pelasgian chiefs are come, and a Grecian 
ship and its mariners have been made welcome. 
With good reason arc the rest affrighted ; but Pelides 
scarce conceals his sudden joy, and eagerly desires 
even as he is to see the newly-arrived heroes and 
their arms. Already the noise of princely trains fills 
the palace, and the guests are reclining on gold- 
embroidered couches, when at their sire s command 
his daughters and their chaste companions join t/ie 
banquet ; they approach, like unto Amazons on the 
Maeotid shore,w'hen, haring made plunderof Scytluan 
homesteads and captured strongholds of the Getae, 
they lay aside their arms and feast. Then indeed 
does Ulysses with intent gaze ponder carefully both 
forms and features, but night and tlie lamps that are 
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•;« Tydidc*;, signum prctiumquc Inboria : 

horlnturqiie Icgnnt, ncc rex plncidissimiis arect. 815 
lipu simplex nimiumqtic rudis, qui cnlHda dona 
Graiorumque dolos vnriumquc jgnorct Ulixem ! 
liic aliac, quos sexus iners nnturaqiic ducit, 

175 nut tcrctcs th 3 Tsos nut respondentia temptant 

t^’mpana, gemmntis nut neetunt tempora limbis : 850 
nrma vident inngnoquc putant donata parenti. 
at ferns Acaeidcs, radiantem ut comminus orbem, 
eaelatum pugnas — sacm et forte rubebat 
180 bellorum mneulis — adelinem conspicit hastae, 

infremuit torsitque genas, et fronte relicta 855 

surrexere comae ; nusquam roandata parentis, 
nusquam occultus amor, totoque in pectore Troia cst. 
(it Ico, materno cum raptus ab ubere mores 
tSs accepit pectique iubas hominemque vererS 

edidicit nullasque rapi nisi iussus in iras, 860 

si semel adverso radiavit lumine feirum, 
eiurata tides domitorque inimicus : in ilium 
prima fames, timidoque pudet servisse* magistro. 

*90 ut vero accessit propius luxque aemula vultum 

reddidit et simili talem se vidit in auro, 865 

horruit erubuitque simul. tunc acer Ulixes 
admotus lateri summissa voce : ** quid haeres ? 
scimus,” ait, “ tu semiferi Chironis alumnus, 

,95 tu caeli pelagique nepos, te Dorica cl 

te tua suspensis exspectat Graecia 870 

ipsaque iam dubiis nutant tibi Pe 
heia, abrum ras ; sine perfid 
et iuvet atrem, pude 

» pud 
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of their toil ; he bids them choose, nor does the 
peaceful monarch say them nay. Alas ! how simple 
and untaught, who Imew not the cunm'ng of the gifts 
nor Grecian fraud nor Ulysses’ many ■wiles ! There- 
upon the others, prompted by nature and their ease- 
Imnng sex, trj' the shapel}' wands or the timbrels 
that answer to the blow, and fasten jewelled bands 
their temples ; the weapons they behold, but 
think them a gift to their mighty sire. But the bold 
Aeacus no sooner saw before him the gleaming 
shield enchased wth battle-scenes — by cliance too it 
shone red with the fierce stains of war — and leaning 
against the spear, than he shouted loud and rolled 
his eyes, and his liair rose up from his brow ; for- 
gotten were his mother’s words, forgotten his secret 
love, and Troy fills all his breast. As a lion, tom from 
his mother’s dugs, submits to be tamed and lets Ins 
mane be combed, and learns to have awe of man and 
not to fly into a rage save when bidden, yet if but 
once the steel has glittered in his sight, his fealty is 
lorsworn, and his tamer becomes his foe : against 
him he first ravens, and feels shame to have sened 
a timid lord. But when he came nearer, and the 
emu’ — 1 • ’ • .... - . . ^ 

saw 

and ■ , 

to his side and wliispered : “ Why dost thou Iic<;itatc ? 

” C know thee, thou art the pupil of the Iialf-bvast 
Chiron, thou art the grand«:on of the sky and sea ; 
thee the Dorian fleet, thee thv own Greece awaits 
"ith standards uplifted for the march, and the serj" 
"alls of Perganiuni totter and swav for thee to over- 
turn. Up ! delav no more ! I-et j)erfidiou> Ida 
grow pale, let tliy fatiter delight to hear tliese 
'ou 11 S7S 
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sir |ifii tr Tlifllfi.** !•»«> prcttn arnlrtu 

lAtahst, cjjftj jjTAfjt!*- «!r litum 
In*-omiU : ilhirrth tiru!i'|tir d-’nl* 

ImpIorrttitfUir pAirtth jmirllA rrcclunt. 

Illiu* lutartAr rrridrrr a prrtnrr vc^tr^, 

*’5 Inin rlljiriji l>rr\Iofijtir inami ronnimUnr IiA’^ta. 

*— mirn ftdri !— Illinrum'jtjp nmrrli rtcriirrc \I<U'' 
Artnlumqur ilurrmJ taiituin ^nMla arnin cnlorque 
Mnrthis liiirmntn c«>nritt)4tit Incc pcnnlrs. 
Irnmnnlsqiir pT*‘tln. rm protlnu^ Hcrt»ra |M’-«ccns, 
t«® Sint inrdittH trrpUlniUc <Ionio : lVlcnf|Ur vlfpo 
qunrritur. nit nlln |*l.nn;:rl>nl pnrtc rrtrclM 
Dcidnintn cldlni, culm cum prnmlla prlmum 
Inmcntn ct notns ncccpU pcclore vocc^, 
lincslt ct orcullo \trtui Infrnctn cnlorc cst, 

•»s (Icmittit clipcuin rcpliquc nd lumlna versus 

nttonitum fnclii inopinnquc monstrn pavenlcm, 8^ 
sicut crnt, nudh Lycomcdcm nilfnlur in nnnis : 

“ me tibi, cnrc pntcr, — dubium climitte pai'orem I — 
me dcdit nlnm Thetis ; tc pridem Inntn mnnebat 
MO glorin ; qunesilum Dnnnis tu mittis Aclullcm, 
grntior ct mngno, si fns dixii.se, pnrente 
et dulci Clurone mild, sed cordn pnrumper 
hue adverte libens ntquc hns bonus nccipc voces : 
Peleus te nato soccrum et Tljelis hospitn iungunt, 

925 adlegantque suos utroque a sanguine divos. 

unam virgineo natnrum ex ngmine poscunt : ^ 

* “ consumitur,” a Tivid use of the word ; is consumed, 

or used up by ’’ his hand, which Is too mighty for it. 
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tidings, and guileful Tlietis feel shame to have so 
feared for thee.” Already was he stripping his body 
of the robes, when AgjTtcs, so commanded, blew a 
great blast upon the trumpet : the gifts are scattered, 
and they flee and fall with prayers before their sire 
and believe that battle is joined. But from his breast 
the raiment fell without his touching, already the 
shield and puny spear arc lost in the grasp of his 
hand ® — man*ellous to believe ! — and he seemed to 
surpass by head and shoulders the Ithacan and the 
Aetolian chief : with a sheen so .awful does the sudden 
blaze of arms and martial fire dazzle the palace-hall. 
Mighty of limb, as though forthwith summoning 
Hector to the fray, he stands in the midst of the 
panic-stricken house : and the daughter of Peleus is 
sought in vain. But Dcidamia in another chamber 
bewailed the discover)' of the fraud, and as soon as 
he heard her loud lament and recognized the voice 
that he knew so well, he quailed and his spirit was 
broken by his hidden p.assion. He dropped the shield, 
and turning to the monarch’s face, while Lycomedcs 
is dazed by the scene and distraught by the strange 
portent, just as he was, In naked panoply of arms, 
he thus bespeaks him : ” *Tw"as I, dear father, I whom 
bounteous Thetis gave thee — dismiss thy anxious 
fears ! — long since did this high re^o^vn await thee ; 
’tis thou who wit send Achilles, long sought for, to 
the Greeks, more welcome to me than my mighty 
sire — if it is right so to speak — and than beloved 
Chiron. But, it thou wilt, give me thy mind awhile, 
and of thy favour hear these words : Peleus and 
Thetis thy guest make thee the father-in-law of 
their son, and recount their kindred deities on either 
ride ; they demand one of thy train of rirgin 
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dnsne ? nn gens humilis tibi dcgencresque vidcmur? 
non renuis ; iitngc ergo mnnus ct concipe foedus 
atquc ignosce tuis. tacito iam cognita furto 
» 5<9 Deidamfa mjhf ; quid enim his obstare laccrtis, 
qua potuit nostras posscssa rcpcllcre vires^ ? 905 

me lucre ista iube ; pono nrma ct rcddo Pelasgis 
et maneo. quid tristc frcmis ? quid lumina mutas ? 
iam socer es ” — natum ante pedes prostravit et addit •* 
«35 *' iamque avus : imniitis quotiens iterabitiir ensis ! 
turba sumus.” tunc et Danai per sacra fidemque 910 
hospitii blandusque precum compcllit Ulixes. 
iUe, etsi carac comperta iniuria natae 
et Thetidis mandata movent prodique videtur 
340 depositum tarn grande deae, tamen obvius ire 
tot metuit fatis Argivaque bclla morari ; 
fac velit : ipsam illic matrem spreWsset AchiUes. 
nec tamen abnucrit genero se iungere tali ; 
vincitur. arcanis effert pudibunda tenebris 
345 Deidamia gradum, veniae nec protinus amens 
credit et opposite genitorem placat Achilie. 

Mittitur Haemoniam, magnis qui Pelea factis 
impleat et olassem comitesque in proelia poscat. 
nec non et geminas regnator Scyrius alnos 
as'» deducit genero viresque excusat Achivis. 

tunc epulis consumpta dies, tandemque retectum 925 
foedus ct intrepidos nox conscia iungit amantes. 

' repellere vires Kbhlmann j repellere vir P : evadere 
dammas 


916 


920 


* t.«., there was not only Achilles for Lycomedes to slay, 
but his daughter and his grandson also. 
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daughters : dost thou give her ? or seem we a mean 
and coward race ? Thou dost not refuse. Join then 
our hands, and make the treaty, and pardon thy 
kin. Already hath Deidami.a been kno^ra to me in 
stolen secrecy ; for how could she have resisted these 
arms of mine, how once in my embrace repel my 
might ? Bid me atone that deed : I lay doA\7i these 
weapons and restore them to the Pclasgians, and I 
remain here. Why these angry cries ? Wliy is thy 
aspect changed ? Already art thou my father-in- 
law ’’ — he placed the child before his feet, and added : 
“ and already a grandsire ! How often shall the 
pitiless sword be plied I We arc a multitude ! ® ” 
Then the Greeks too and Ulysses with his persuasive 
prayer entreat by the holy rites and the sworn word 
of hospitality. He, though moved by the discover}* 
of his dear daughter’s uTong and the comm.and of 
Thetis, though seeming to betray tlie goddess and 
so grave a trust, yet fears to oppose so many destinies 
and delay the Argivc war — even were he fain, 
Achilles had spumed even his mother then. Nor is 
he unwilling to take unto himself so great a son-in- 
law *. he is won. Deidamia comes shamefast from her 
dark privacy, nor in her despair believes at first Ins 
pardon, and puts fonvard Achilles to appease her Mrc. 

A messenger is sent to Haemonia to give Pelcus 
full tidings of these great events, and to demand 
ships and comrades for the war. .Moreover, the 
Scyrian prince launches two vessels for his son-in-I.aw, 
and makes excuse to the Achacans for so |xx>r a 
show of strength. Then the day was brought to its 
end with feasting, and at last the bond was made 
known to all, and conscious night joined the now 
fearless lovers. 



STATUS 


mini nntr octi?fv» tmra 1^*11 » rl XantJu:’ rt Iilr 
Arpnli^n^fJur ratrn Atqiip |pM» ri';;i!45 ufuU^ 

•-M nurornnjqur thncl: cata cml'-r trurifl 

fiMn no\l lirtujtn^ Um toltit rt i*i*rttp3t aftin. 030 
** n^pIcLitiuir Itrnini inrq«r hnt* {{» prrtofr 
ArarhJr? riint:*.(|Ur lun^ partm? 

an tiuuldui Trtirrmqtir rt c,if>ta rrp^iftnni 
iVrpamn firplnrar n»!r^ fnrfnl«f<«r ? 

qtilt! prccff, Ijcu ! tJntfafmr priui ? qu»Ivr anxta 
mnmlrtn, 0J3 

ctil vix Acre vnent ? nHnlo tr not unn dcjlilqiic 
inviditqtic mihl ! tlmlarnU hare trntp<'rn nottri< ? 
hlcne c^t liber hymen ? o dulcia furtn dollqur* 
tJj o tinior ! nbripiltir mherac pcrtin<'iu< AelilHe^. 
i— ncqtic cttini Mntot rcvocare parah/s— » 

I CAutus, nee vnnn Thclin tlimiisxe memento* 
i fflix nosterque redi ! nlinU Itnproba po'jco : 
inm tc spcfAbimt lacrimis plntictuquc dccorne 
7ja Troades optnbuntqiic luis dare colla eatenis 

ct patriam pcnsarc tons nut ipxa placebit 015 

Tyndaris, inccsta nimhim Inudntn rapinn. 

Ast c^omet primac pweriJis fnbula ciiJpae 
nan'abor fnmtilis nut dissimulnta Intcbo. 
ajs quin age, due comitem ; cur non ego Mnrtia tecum 
signa fernm ? tu th^Tsa* mnnu Bacclienque mecum 
sacra, quod infelix non credet Troia, tuHsti. 051 
attamen hunc, quern macsta mihi solncia linquis, 

* thjTsa P t pensa u. 
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ACHILLEID, I. 027-952 


Before her® eyes new -wars and Xantlms and Ida 
pass, and the Argolic fleet, and she imagines the 
very waves and fears the coming of the da^ra ; she 
flings herself about her new lord’s beloved neck, and 
at last clasping his limbs gives way to tears : ** Sliall I 
see thee again, and lay myself on this breast of thine, 
O son of Aeacus ? Wilt thou deign once more to 
look upon thy offspring ? Or wilt tliou proudly bring 
back spoils of captured Pergaraum and Teucrian 
homes and ^^•ish to forget where thou didst hide thee 
as a maid ? What should I entreat, or alas ! what 
rather fear ? How can I in my anxiety lay a bclicst 
on thee, who have scarce time to weep ? One sinclo 
night has given and grudged thee to me ! Is this 
the season for our espousals? Is tliis free wcdlt>ck? 
Ah 1 those stolen sweets ! that cunning fraud ! Ah 1 
how I fear ! Achilles is given to me only to be torn 
away. Go 1 for I would not dare to stay such iuighty 
preparations ; go, and be cautious, and rctnen»bi'r 
that the fears of Thetis were not vain ; go, atul gv'od 
luck be W’ith tliee, and come back mine! txH> 

bold is my request : soon the fair Tn'tjau damc’« 'xill 
sigh for thee vith tears and beat their brca«l^. and 
pray that they may offer their necks to thy !cttr»'<. 
and weigh thy couch against their lioinr*!, or INn- 
daris ^ herself >dll please thee, too much hrlaud«>l 
for her incestuous rape. But I sliall he a t" 

thy henclunen, the tale of a lad’s lir>l fauU, or 1 'IhU 
he disoATOed and forgotten. Nay, coinc. taKo a« 
thy comrade ; why slioiild I not carry the 
of Mars with thee? TJioii dicht entry with tne th«' 
Wands and holy things of llneehu'*, thotiph ill 1^''*’ 
Troy believe it not. Yet this Itahe, whotn t^^'U d<'»t 
* Helen, daiiglitcr of Tjiulrttru*. 
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hunf* rnfti** Imr rt prrr.mH 

»», |jf>r «o!tjm, n** <|u!4 iH** r«>nttint, 

nc ilrl r4|>tir4 ri'^polr’^.” 5**^ 

l.nll.! 4iVr»tnn t»on Ip'r imnmtui ArlnUm 
((ol.ittir lur4tt{iir fiilrtn liiraS^qur 
RjHinilrt rl liijrrtilr'^ fAtnul4«i f.ipturtiqijr rrvcrnm 
if} IHon rt I’hrrpJftc promltlll injmrrn p.is.ie. 
inritA vcnto'Ac raj’lrlunt %'cfbA proccltac. 
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leave as my sad solace — ^keep him at least within 
thy heart, and grant this one request, that no foreign 
uife bear thee a child, that no captive woman give 
unworthy grandsons to Thetis." As thus she speaks, 
Achilles, moved to compassion himself, comforts her, 
and gives lier his sworn oath, and pledges it uith 
tears, and promises her on his return tall hand- 
maidens and spoils of Ilium and gifts of Phrj’gian 
treasure. The fickle breezes swept his words un- 
fulfilled away* 
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** KxuU !mpllclt»»m tcncbrii umcntllnis orbcm 
Occnno prointn dies, pcnitorqiic roruscac 
lucis ndluic hcbctcni vicinn noctc Icvnbnt 
fjo ct nondum cxeiis^o rorAtitem Iftinpaila ponto. 

ct inm punlcca nudAlum p<^torn pall.i ® 

insignernque ip'iis, qttne prima bivn';ernt, orml? 
Acftcidcn — quippe aura vocal cognatn{juc suadent 
acquora— prospectant cuncll luvrnctnqtic diiccmquc 
955 nil nusi meminlssc parent ; sic omnia visa 

mutatus redlit, ecu nttmquam Scyria passus bJ 
litora Pcllacoquc rates csccndat nb antro. 
tunc ex more dels— ita namquc monebnt Ulixes— 
aequoribusque nustrl«iquc litat fluctuqiie sub ipso 
300 cneruleum repem tauro vcncratur nvumque 

Nerea : vittata genetrix placata iuvenca. IS 

hie spumnnte salo iaciens tumida exta profatur : 

" paruimus, genctrix, quamquam baud tolcranda 
iubebas', 

paruimus nimium : bclla od Troiana ratesque 
3°5 Argolicas quaesitus eo.” sic orsus ct nlno 

insiluit penitusque noto stridente propinquis 20 
abripitur terris : et iam ardua ducere nubes 
incipit et longo Scjtos discedere ponto. 

* iubebas w : puberis Pi iuberes Ei pararis IHotz. 
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Turrc procul mnt««a lammh coniltnln jiornnim 
310 conitnUMunquc* trtirn^ rl Imltr ntrn* nomln.n P) nrlujm 
pcndcbht conlunt oculbquc In cnrl»A«n fixli 25 

ibftt cl ij«n frctn, cl pnpprm lani fola M’dtbnl. 
flic quoqnc obljqnox dilrclA nil niocnla vtilltix 
dccHnnt vidunmquc dntntim pcintUi'quc rrbctae 
315 copitftl : occulttix sub cordr rrnn«cltur nrt!i)r 

dnlquc locum virlux. »cntit I^rrltux lirn^ 30 

macrcntcm cl plncldix ndprt'^'ux flcdcrc dirlU: 

“ tcnc,“ Jnquit, “ lunpnne vnslntor dcbllc Troinc, 
qucm Dnnnnc clft‘;sc<, quern dbtin) orncula po^icunli 
3 »o crcctumquc mnticl rcseralo In limine Bcllum, 

cnlUda fcmlnco pcnelrlx vlolnvU nmictii 35 

commisilque illi« tnm grnndift furtn Intcbrix 
Fpcrnvitquc fidem ? lu'mh o su^pensn nlmi^quc 
mater 1 an bacc tactlA xlrtus torpcrct In umbra, 

3*5 quae xix audllo litul clangorc refugit 

ct Thclin ct comites ct quos supprcjsscrnt Igncs ? 40 
nee nostrum cst, quod in anna venis sequerisque 
prccantcs : 

vcnisscs — " dixit, qucm tnlibus occupat hcros 
Acacius : “ longum resides cxponcrc causas 
330 maternumque nefas ; hoc cxcusnbitur ense 

Scyros et indecorcs, fntorum crimina, cultus. 45 
tu potius, dum Icne fretum zephyroque fruuntur 
carbasa, quae Danais tanli primordia belli, 
ede ; libet iustas bine sumcre protinus iras.” 

335 hie Ithacus paulum repetito longius orsu : 

'* fertur in Hectorea, si tnlia credimus, Ida* 50 

electus formae eertamina solvere pastor 
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* Ida P : ora w. 



ACHILLEID, II. 23-51 


^ Far away on the summit of a tower with weeping 
sistep round her his \vife leaned forth, holding her 
precious charge, who bore the name of Pyrrhus, and 
with her eyes fixed on the canvas sailed herself upon 
the sea, and all alone still saw the vessel. He too 
turned his gaze aside to the walls he held dear, he 
thinks upon the widowed home and the sobs of her 
he had left : the hidden passion glows again within 
his heart, and martial ire gives place. The Laertian 
hero perceives him sorrowing, and draws nigh to 
influence him with gentle words ; “ Was it thou, O 
destined destroyer of great Troy, w’hom Danaan 
fleets and divine oracles are demanding, and War 
aroused is awaiting with unbarred portals — was it 
thou whom a crafty mother profaned ^vith feminine 
robes, and trusted yonder hiding-place \vith so great 
a secret, and hoped the trust was sure ? 0 too 
anxious, 0 too true a mother I Could such valour 
lie inert and hidden, that scarce hearing the trumpet- 
blast fled from Thetis and companions and the heart’s 
unspoken passion ? Nor is it due to us that thou 
comest to the war, and complicst with our prayers ; 
thou wouldst have come — he spoke, and thus the 
Acacian hero takes \ip the word ; “ ‘Twerc long to set 
forth the causes of my tanking and my mother s 
crime ; this sword sh.*!)! make excuse for Scjtos and 
my dislionourable garb, the reproach of destiny. Do 
tliou rather, while the sc.a is peaceful and tlie sails 
enjoy the zephyr, tell how the Danaans began so 
great a war : 1 would fain draw straightway from 
t!iy words a righteous anger.*’ Tlien the Itliacan# 
tracing far back tlie beginning of the tale : A 

shepherd, they sav — if we believe such things— was 
chosen in Hector’s domain of Ida to end a strife of 

ISi 
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solllcitni Irmiluc nrc J<»nn M/ncrvac 
nrn tier ncllicril rrcl«»rH ninlco 

j*"* luininr. sed solnm illinium %lill«<c Dinnrn. 

ntqiie ntico lii lll/i luN exortrt stili nnIrN W 

concillo suprnjtn, ilum IVIca dutcc inaritat 
Pclion, ct nnstriH Inm lunc prumIttcrU nniiU. 
ira quatit ^ictat ; petit etltlalm IikIct 
3<$ prncmift : rnptori fondles mun«itrnntur Amyclae. 

illo riirygas lucoi, mnlrl^ penetralia caedit CO 

turrigerne veritn^que* prociiinhere pinus 
prnecipitnt tcrrn«:<iuc freto dclntu« Aclmca5 
lioipitis Alridnc — pudet lieu niUcrelque potentU 
35° Europne I— spollat thalamos, JleJcnnqne superbus 
navigftt ct enptos nd Pergnma devehlt Argos. C5 
indc dato pasvim varias rumorc per urbes, 
undlqiie inexciti slbl quisque ct sponte colmus 
ultores ; quis cnim inlicitis gcnlalla nimpi 
35S pacta dolis facillquc trahl conubia rnptu 

ecu pecus armentumve nut viles messis acervos *0 
perferat ? hocc ctiam fortes inctura xnoveret. 
non tulit insidias divum imperiosus Agenor 
mugitusque sacros ct mngno numine vectam 
360 quaesiit Europen aspernatusque Tonantem est 

ut generum ; raptam Scytiuco de litore prolem 75 
non tulit Aeetes ferroque et clnsse secutus 
semi'deos reges et ituram in sidera puppim ; 
nos Phrj’ga semivirum portus et litora circum 
3^3 Argolica incesta volitantem puppe feremus ? 

^ veritasque P : vetitasque u. 

“ Medea. The Argo was set in heaven as a constellation 
by Pallas, 
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he kept the goddesses in onxious 
doubt looked not with friendly eye upon Minen-a's 
irow^mg countenance nor on the consort of the 
cajcnly nilcr, but p.arcd overmuch on Dione alone. 
And verily that quarrel arose in thy own glades, at 
« gnthcrinp of the gods, when pleasant Pelion made 
amagc*fca«:t for Pelciis, and thou even then wert 
promised to our armament. Wrath thrills the van- 
quiMiod orics : the judge demands his fateful reward, 
nn compliant Amyclne is shown to tlie ravisher. 

c cuts down the iMiiygian groves, the secret haunts 
fi * r Wrret-crowned mother, and flings down pines 
>at fear to fall to earth, and borne o’er the sea to 
eliacan lands hcplundcrs the marriage-chamber of 
lus host the son of Atreus — ah I shame and pity on 
exulting in Helen puts to sea 
brings home to Pergamum the spoils of Argos. 

I hen, as the rumours spread far and wide through 
the cities, of our own will, none urging us, we gather, 
each for himself, from evciy side for vengeance ; for 
who could endure the unlawful, crafty breaking of 
the marriage-bond, or a consort carried off in un- 
resisted rape, as though a beast of the flock or herd, 
or some poor heap of harvest-corn ? Such a loss 
would shake even a valiant heart. Masterful Agenor 
endured not the treacheiy of the gods, but w'ent 
m quest of sacred lowings and Europa riding on a 
eighty god, and scorned the Thunderer as a son-in- 
law ; Aeetes endured not the rape of his daughter “ 
from the Scythian shore, but with ships and steel 
pursued the princes and the vessel fated to join the 
stars ; shall w’e endure a Phrygian eunuch hovering 
about the coasts and harbours of Argos with Ids 
incestuous bark ? Are our horses and men so utterly 
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ftlirn ffftsi* r? rtjui, InvU 

Cft'AU } m 

qij|i| tl ti*irr ftli-^uis pi'fi.s Jih nflt 

l)/-jf!a«i)4n r )t ti [ It {«»• r ««*«!'• rrrrlJ-i! 

rt r!»m»n!rm rom''n ArI)llK» ? * 

lllmt a«t rjjnilum frtln* m^rtui nr 
lunnilit ofa nsIx'T : la*‘uil r«>*t<rnUr» t'lur-i. 5* 

I Ar}{*tl Of h!t!r» : *' tjtiln, f» ili^nt'slni » carli 

projjrnlf’s, rltuniur Itsm rlfmrfttAfjuf pf^Tjar 
imloU* rt.vnlult m«>x aivrilftitr {uvroCa* 
ijunc Utidttnt tU*l ifinlna pAtitl'-rr 

vlrtuliiqur adilu*. qua» nirmhra auijrfr prr arlr’*, 0*) 
qua< anlfnutJi, tiiuttutn<{ur fAtrnllbu'* rill^ ? 

^it prrllum lo»j*a% prnlltn quar’»l'»«r prr iirula^ 
Scyron cl lil< pritnoi nnna UcrrHi.*” 

Quern pl/jrat .fun faela )<k|u}? tamrn illrnJ/HJritC 
inctihal. nmbipuui p.mlum prwpUmiur roacto : Oi 

" tlleor rt In tcnrrii rl adhuc rcplanllbus* anr>li| 
'ntrssalm til ripblo arnlor inr monte rcccpli, 
non nllcrs ex more clbos bau^Unc ncc abnU 
u()cnbus sn({n<sc fninein. sed sphsa Iconunt 
\isccra Fcminnbnbquc lupac traxl^^c meilnllai. 100 
hnee milii priinn Cerc9, Iiacr lacti inuncra ltacc!ib 
sic (Inbat tile pater, mox ire per invia 9ccutn 
lustra grndu maiorc trnbetia visisque iloccbat 
> ndridcrc feris ncc fracta ruentibus undts 
saxa nec ad vastae trepidarc sllentfa stlvae. 105 
iam tunc arma inanu, iam tunc cen-Jee pbaretrae, 

^ Ills primes arma ostendi>sc loccrtb iriVamoieiVr t 
primum arma ostendisse Inccrtis Pt annos (is) tendisse QICC: 
primum me arma ost. Schenltl. 

* reptantibus P ; restantibus wt crescentibus /dd. 
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I./., Chiron. 




ACHILLEID, II. 80 - 10 C 

vanished ? Are the seas so impassable to Greeks ? 
What if someone now were to carry off Deidamia 
from her native shores, and tear her from her lonely 
chamber in dire dismay and crying on the name of 
great Achilles ? ’’ His hand flew to the sword-hilt, 
and a dark flush surged over his face : Ulysses was 
silent and content. 

Then spoke Oenides : “ Nay, O thou w’orthiest 
progeny of heaven, tell us, thy admiring friends, of 
the ways in which thy spirit first was trained, and as 
the vigour of thy youth increased what stirring 
themes of glory Chiron was wont to recount to thee, 
and how thy valour grew, by what arts he made 
strong thy limbs or fired thy courage ; let it be 
worth while to have sought Scyros over long leagues 
of sea, and to have first shown weapons to those 
arms of thine.” 

Who would find it hard to tell of his omi dce<!s ? 
Yet he begins modestly, somcwliat uncertain and 
more like one compelled : ” Even in my years of 
crawling infancy, when the Tlicssnlian sage received 
me on his stark mountain-side, J am said to have 
devoured no wonted food, nor to have sated my 
hunger at the nourishing breast, but to Iiavc gnaw ctl 
the tough entrails of lions and the bowels of a half- 
slain she-wolf. That was my first bread, that the 
bounty of joyous Bacchus, in such wise did that 
father of mine® feed me. Tlicn he taught me 
to go with him through patlilcss deserts, dragging 
me on ssith miglitv stride, and to laugh at »ignt 
of the wild beastsj nor tremble at the ahattrnrg 
of rocks by rushing torrents or at the lilrncr «• 
the lonely forest. Alrcadv at that time wra}*’^.' 
'Tere in mv hand and q’uucrs on mr 
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ct fcrrl propcrnlui «ntor ilurnlnqtic miilto 
sole prluquc culU ; Icncro nee fluxn cublll 
membrn, setl Ingcnli fflxuin rotnnuinc njnpUlro. 
vix inllil l)i«;«icnos nnnoniin lorsrrnt orhe^ 11 

viln nulls, volticrcs cum Inm jirncvertcrc cen'os 
ct Lnpilhas cogcbftl eqtios j>rncmlssrtquc cursu 
tcln scqtil 5 snc])c Ipse grntln me prncpctc Clilron, 
diun velox nctfls, cnmpls n<lmlsstis ngebat 
omnibus, cxliattstuniquc vago per gramina passu 11 
lauilabat gaudens ntquc Sn sua terga Icvnbat. 
saepe etiam prime fluvil lorporc iubebat 
ire supra glaclcmquc Icvi non frangcrc planln. 
hoc puerile dccus. quid nunc tibi proclia dlcnm 
silvarum ct saevo vacuos lam murmurc saltus ? 12' 

numquam illc imbellcs Ossaca per avia dommas 
sectari aut timidas passus me cuspldc lyncas 
sternere, sed tristes turbarc cubillbus ursos 
fulmineosque sues, et sicubi maxima tigris 
aut seducta iugis fctac spclunca Icaenae. 12^ 

ipse sedens vasto facta cxspcctabat in antro, 
si sparsus nigro remearem sanguine ; nee me 
ante nisi inspectis admisit ad oscula tells, 
iamque et ad ensiferos ncina pube tumultus 
aptabar, nee me ulla feri Mavortis imago 130 

praeteriit. didici, quo Paeones arma rotatu, 
quo Macetae sua gaesa citent, quo turbine contum 
Sauromates falcemque Getes arcumque Gelonus 
tenderet et flexae Balearicus actor habenae 



<* "adniissus,”c/'. Ihe common phrase ” adoiisso equo." 
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AanLLFJD, II. 107-134 

Ibc love of steel pre'v npnee within mci nntl my 
skin vras h/irtlcncd by much sun nnd frost ; nor 
were my h’mljs weakened by soft coucIjcs, but I 
sh.ircd the liArrJ rock with my master's migiity 
frame. Sc.ircc iiad my raw youtlj turned the 
wheel of tuicc six years, when already he made me 
outpace swift liinds ntu! Lnpith steeds nnd running’ 
ovcrt.akc llic f?ung dart ; often Chiron himself, wliile 
yet he was swift of foot, chased me at full gnllop “ 
with headlong speed o*cr all the plains, and when I 
was exhausted by roaming over the meads ho praised 
me joyously and hoisted me upon his back. Often 
too in the first freezinQ of the streams he would bid 
me go upon them witli light step nor break the ice. 
These >verc mj* boyhood's glories. Wliy now should 
I tell thee of the woodland battles and of the glades 
that know my fierce shout no more ? Never would he 
suffer me to follow unwarllkc docs through the path- 
less glens of Ossa, or lay low' timid lynxes with my 
spear, but only to drive angry bears from their rest- 
ing-places, and boars with lightning thrust; or i 
anyM-hcre a mighty tiger lurked or a lioness with 
her cubs in some secret lair upon the mountam-side, 
he himself, seated in his vast cave, awaited my ex 
ploits, if perchance I should return bespattered with 
dark blood ; nor did lie admit me to his embrace 
before he had scanned my w'capons. And a rea y 
W’as being prepared for the armed tumu ts ° , 
neighbouring folk, and no lasliion '' xt-hirl 

passed me by. I learnt how the tj - 

and fling thei darts and the Macetae * 

with how fierce a rush the Sarmatian phes lus pike 

and the Getan his falchion, how the 

his bow. and how the Balearic wieldcr of the pl.ant 
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quo suspcnsa trnhcns librnrct vulncra tortii 
incliisumquc suo dislingucrct ncra gjTo. 

\'ix memorcm cunctos, ctsi bene gessimus, nctus. 
nunc docet ingentes snltu me iungcrc fossns, 

•425 nunc caput nerii scandcnlcm prcndcrc mentis, 

quo fugitur per plana gradu, simulacraque pugnac 140 
cxcipere immissos scutato' umbone molares 
ardentesque errnre® casas pcditemque volantes 
sisterc quadriiugos. mcmini, rapidissimus ibat 
430 imbribus adsiduis pastus ninbusque solutis 

Sperchios vivasque trabes et saxa ferebat : 145 

cum me ille immissum, qua saevior impetus undae, 
stare iubet contra tumidosque rcpellere ductus, 
quos vix ipse gradu totiens obstante tulisset. 

435 stabam equidem, sed me referebat concitus amnis 
et latae caligo fugae ; ferns Hie minari IW 

desuper incumbens verbisque urgere pudorem. 
nec nisi iussus abi : sic me sublimis agebat 
gloria, nec duri tanto sub teste labores. 

440 nam prooul Oebalios in nubila condere discos 

et liquidam nodare palcn et spargere caestus, 155 
ludus erat requiesque luihi ; nec maior in istis 
sudor, Apollineo quam fila sonantia plectro 
cum quaterem priscosque virum mirarer lionores. 

445 quin etiam sucos atque auxiliantia morbis 

,, .... ...... ...... . 1 . ... .. •. 160 


^ scutato P s curvato u. * errare P i intrare «• 


«» Cf. Theh. iv. 67. 

* i,e., he had four legs to withstand the torrent. 

« See note on Stlv. v. 3. S3; but it may simply mean 
Spartan, as being a sport much practised in Sparta. 
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^ong keeps the missile swinging round wth balanced 
sunngs it marks out a circle in the 
t) could I recount all my doings, successful 

lough they were ; now he instructs me to span huge 
}kes by leaping, now to climb and grasp the airy 
inountain-peak, with what stride to run upon the 
to catch flung stones in mimic battle on 
®iy shielded arm, to pass through burning houses, 
and to check flying four-horse teams on foot, 
percheus, I remember, was flowing with rapid 
current, fed full wth constant rains and melted 
^ow’s and carrying on its flood boulders and liring 
trees, w'hen he sent me in, there where the waves 
rolled fiercest, and bade me stand against them and 
hurl back the swelling billows that he himself could 
scarce have borne, though he stood to face tlicm with 
so many a limb.^ I strove to stand, but the violence 
of the stream and the dizzy panic of the broad spate 
forced me to give ground; he loomed o*cr me irom 
obove and fiercely threatened, and flung taunts to 
shame me. Nor did I depart till he gave me woni, 
so far did the lofty love of fame constrain me, and my 
toils W'cre not too hard with .such n witness. Tor to 
thug the Oebalian® quoit far out of sight info the 
clouds, or to practise the holds of tlic sleek wTestling- 
hout, and to scatter blows with the boxing-glorct 
'vere sport and rest to me : nor laboured I more 
therein than when I struck with my quill the foumiing 
strings, or told the wondrous fame of herocn of out. 
AUo did he teach me of juices and the that 

succour disease, what remedy will jtauncii too fa' t * 
flow of blood, what will lull to sleep, wfiat wjH ehwe 
g.aping wounds; wliat plague should be c.irrxrt 'V 
the knife, what will yield to lierb> ; and he rnp.ar tr.x 



STATIUS 


cdocuit monitusquc sacrae sub pcctorc fixlt 
> iustitinc, qua Pclincis dare iura vcrcnda 
gentibus atqiic sues snlilus pacarc biformes. 163 
hactenus annorum, comites, elementa mcorum 
et memini et mcminissc iuvat : scit cetera mater.” ^ 

' After line 167 is added in H and tome other itss. in a 
/i/teenth-century hand aura silct* puppU currens ad litora 
venit. 
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deep within my heart the precepts of divine justice, 
wliereby he was wont to give revered laws to the 
tribes that dwelt on Pelion, and tame his own t^\'y- 
formed folk. So much do I remember, friends, of 
the training of my earliest years, and sweet is their 
remembrance ; the rest my mother knows." 
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